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GEORGE R. 

GEORGE the THIRD, by the Grace of GOD, 
King of Great Britain, France, and Ire- 
land, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all to whom 
thefe Prefents fhall come greeting : Whereas John 
Fielding, of Paternoiler-Row, In the City of Lon- 
don, Bookl'eller, and John Jarvis, of the Strand, in 
the Liberty of Weftminfter, Printer, have by their Pe- 
tition humbly reprefented unto Us, That the Petitioners 
have been at great Expence arid Labour in preparing for 
the Prefs anHisTORicAL Account of the War with 
America, France, Spain, and Holland, com- 
mencing in the year 1775, and ending with the Defini- 
tive Treaty in the year 1783; written by John An- 
drews, Doftorof Laws : that the Operations of Our 
Fleets and Armies having been more extended than in 
any War carried on under the aul"pice« of aBritilh Mo- 
narch, and the Petitioners being unwilling to conceal 
any Fame juftly acquired by Oiir Subjedls, have fought 
ioT and obtained Information Ivlilitary, Naval, and Po- 
litical, from all the four Quarters of the Globe: That 
the Petitioners have alfo employed the firft Artiftsof our 
Kingdom to Engrave the Copperplates (a part of the 
Work) from original Drawings, and from the beft 
Charts; aod the Petitioners are defirous of reaping 
thi^uits of their Expences and Labour, and of enjoy- 
ing the full Profit and Benefit of Printing and Vending 
this Work,, without any Perfon interfering in their jvift 
Property, and vvhich the Petitioners cannot prevent with- 
out Our Royal Lkence and Privilege; the Petitioners 
therefore moft humbly pray. We will bepleafed to grant 
unto them Our Royal Licence and Privilege, for the 
fole Printing, Publiftiing, and Vending the faid Work^ 
in as ample manner and form as ha« been done in cafes 
of the like nature^ W& being willing to give all due 
Encouragement to thi.s Undertaking, are gracioufly 
pleafed to condefcend to the Petitioners Requeft ; and 
We do therefore, by thefePrcfents, as far as may be agree- 
able to the Statute in that cafe made and provided, grant 
unto them the faid John Fielding and John Jarvis, 
their Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, Our 
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Royal Licence and Authority, for the fole Print- 
ing, Publifhing, and Vending the faid Work for the term 
of fourteen Years, to be computed from the Date hereof, 
ftriftly forbidding all our Subjefts within our Kingdoms 
or Dominions, to Reprint or Abufe the fame, either in 
the like, oi inany fize or manner whatever; or to Im- 
port,- Buy, Vend, Utter, or Diftribute any Copies there- 
of Reprinted beyond the Seas, during the faid term of 
fourteen Years, without the confent or approbation of 
the faid John Fh:lding and John Jarvis, their 
Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, under their 
Hands and Seals, firft had and- obtained, as they will 
anfwer the contrary at their peril. Whereof the Com- 
miffioners and other Officers of our Cuftoms,the Mafler, 
Wardens and Company of Stationers are to take notice, 
that due obedience be rendered to Our Pleafure herein 
declared. Given at Our Court at St. James's, the firft 
Day of June, 1785, in the Twenty-fifth Year of Our 
Reign. ^ 

By His Majefty*s Command. 

SYDNEY, 
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NO Nation ever terminated a war more 
to its advantage and glory, than that 
which Great Britain carried on againft the 
united powers of France and Spain, aad con- 
cluded by the Treaty of Paris, in one thou- 
fand feven hundred and iixty-three. 

The ftrength of the Britifli nation had beea 
conduced by the moft fpirited and fortunate 
Minifter that ever prefided over its councils, 
and had been exerted with a vigour gnd ener- 
gy unexampled in any preceding aera ; an un- 
interrupted feries of fucceffes attended it ii\ 
^very quarter of the globe, and vi<9:ories fol-^ 
lowed each other by lea and land, that afto- 
nifhedall Europe, and thoroughly fubduedthe 
ipirit and broke the flrength of the enemy. 

The terms of the pacification that ended 
this memorable conteft, though not fo ad- 
vantageous, in the opinion of lome, as the ftate 
of this country on the one fide (eemed to claim 
and to expeft, and the depreft fituation of its 
enemies might, on the other, have fubmitted, 
ftill they were luch as exalted the Britifli mo- 
narchy to a degree of fplendor and power that 
rendered it equally the envy, the admiration, 
and the terror of Europe* 

By this treaty Great Britain remained en- 
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^ INTRODUCTION. 

tire m/lftrcfs of the immenfe continent of 
North America, from the banks of the Mif-* 
lifippi to the Ihores of Greenland. She ac- 
quired feveral valuable iflands in the Weft In- 
dies, and eftabli(hed her power in the eaftern 
parts of the world on fuch extenfive founda- 
tions, as left her a decided fuperiority over all 
the European nations that have any trade or 
fettlements in thofe diftant countries. 

But there were no few politicians, both at 
home and abrond, who thought they perceived 
in this fplendid conclufion with France and 
Spain, infallible, though perhaps latent 
caufes pf much future mifchief. The en- 
tire ceffion of the French poffeflions iir 
North America, an immenfe tradt, opened 
a -wide field of fpeculation to people of a 
thinking difpofition. 

While this prodigious extent of land re- 
mained in the hands of France, though it 
might feem a heavy curb to the induftry and 
cnterprizing temper of the Britifli nation, it 
was, in fajft, a boundary to the ambitious 
fpirit of its Colonies. By reftraining them 
within determinate limits, and keeping them 
in perpetual alarrns, it obliged them to look 
continually for aid to the parent* ftate, and ob- 
viated all ideas of difobliging a people, of 
whofe friendfhip and proteftion they ftood in 
perpetual need. 

It has even been furmifed, that France it- 
lelf fully faw the confequences of her ceffiou 
of Canada to England, and that Ibme of the 
ftrewdeft of the French Miniftry did npt re- 
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frain from dropping fbme hints to this pur- 
port. However that might be, it may with 
great truth be faid, that no profound penetra- 
tion was neceffary to difcover, that the acqui- 
fition of the French North American poilef- 
lions, by dehvering the Britifli Colonies from 
all apprehenfions on that dangerous quarter, 
gave them immediately an eafeand lecurity in 
their domeftictrarifaftions, to which they muft 
for ever have ^een ftrangers ; and, of courfe, 
excited a train of ideas, which they would 
not, and could not otherwife have harboured. 

While the dread of France was prefent to 
their minds, ages would probably have elapf- 
ed before they would have thought of facing 
fo great a power fingly, and unfupported. The 
long habit of depending on the affiftance of 
the parent-ftate would have been retained ; 
and as protection and obedience are reciprocal, 
the concftion that had fo long fubfifted be^ 
tween Great Britain and her Colonies, would, 
in all likelihood, have remained the fame as 
before, unimpaired and unaltered, in every 
circumftance attending it; 

To thefe confiderations, others might be 
added of equal weight :— The ftate of the Bri- 
tifli Colonies at the aera of the general pacifi- 
cation, v^as fuch as attracted the attention of 
all the politicians in Europe. Their flourifli- 
ing condition at that period was remarkable 
and ftriking ; their trade had profpered in the 
midft of all the difficulties and diftreffes of a 
war,' in which they were fo nearly and fo im- 
mediately concerned. Their population con- 
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tinued on the increafe, notwithftanding the ra- 
vages and depredations that had been fo fierce* 
ly carried on by the French, and the native 
Indians in their alliance. All this fhewed the 
innate ftrength and vigour of the conftitutioii 
of the Britiih Colonies, 

The conclufion of the quarrel between 
Great Britain and France, placed them imme- 
diately OQ fuch a footing as could not fail to 
double every advantage they already poffcft. — 
They abounded with fpirited and aftive indi- 
viduals ot all denominations. They were 
flulbed with the uncommon profperity that 
had attended them in their commercial affairs 
and military tranfadions. The natural con- 
fequence of fuch a difpofitlon was, that they 
were ready for all kind of undertakings ; and 
faw no limits to their hopes and expedlations. 
As they entertained the higheft opinion of 
their value and importance, and of the im- 
roeufe benefit that England derived from its 
connection with them, their notions were ade- 
quately high in their own favour. They 
deemed themfelves, not without reafbn, en- 
titled to every kindnefsand indulgence which 
the mother-country could beftow. 

Though their pretentions did not aniount 
to a perfedl equality of advantages and privi- 
leges in matters of commerce, yet in thofe of 
government, they thought themfelves fully 
competent to the talk of conducing their do- 
meftic concerns, with little or no interference 
from abroad. Though willing to admit the fu- 
'|)remacy of Great Britain, they viewed it with 
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INTRODUCTION. A 

a fufpicious eycj and with a marked defire and 
intent fpeedily to give it limitations. 

Their improvements in all the neceflary 
and ufeful arts did honour to their induftry 
and ingenuity. Though they did not live in th& 
luxury of Europe, they had all the folid and 
iubftantial enjoyments of life; and were not 
unacquainted with many of its elegancies and 
refinements. 

A circumftance that places them in a very 
meritorious point of view, is, that notwith- 
ftmding their peculiar addidlion to thofe bufi- 
nefles and occupations of which lucre is the 
fole objedl, they were duly attentive to culti- 
vate the field of learning. They have ever 
fince their firft foundation been pahieularly 
careful to provide for the education of the ri- 
fing progeny. This is ftrikingly applicable to 
thole Colonies, that are properly called New 
EJngland, and among thep to that of Maffa-? 
chufet. 

T^eir vaft augmentation of internal trade 
and external commerce, was not merely owing 
to their pofition ^nd facility of communica- 
tion with other p^rts ; it arofe no lefs, if not 
more, perhaps, from their natural turn and 
temper, full of fchem^s and projeds ; ever 
aiming at new dilcoveries, and continually 
employed in the fearch of means of profpering 
and bettering their circumftances. 

This difpqfition carried them into every^ 
quarter from whence profit could be derived. 
There was hardly any port of the American 
hemifphere to which they had not extended 
their navigation; they were continually ex- 
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ploringnew fources of trade, and were fonncf 
in every Ipot where bulinefs could be tranf- 
afted. 

To this extenfive and inceflant application 
to comn^erce, they added an equal vigilance 
in the adminiftration of their affairs at home, 
— Whatever could conduce to the amelli>ra- 
ticn of the foil they poffefled to the progrefs 
of agriculture,— in fliort, the improvement of 
their domeftic circumftaiices was attended to 
with fo rnuch labour and care, that it may be 
ftriftly faid, that Nature had given thera no- 
thing of which they did not make the moil. 

In the midft of this folicitude and toil in 
matters c^f bufinefs, the affairs of government^ 
were conduced with a fteadinefs, prudence, and 
lenity, feldom experienced, and never exceed- 
ed in the hefl regulated countries of Europe. 

When the Britifli American Colonies are 
Confidered in thefe' various points of view, it 
is not furprifing that, feeling their own worth 
and conf^quence, they (houldcherifli the riioft 
partial fentiments iii their own behalf, and 
look upon themfelves with that efteem and. 
refpe6l which confcioufnefs of great worth 
naturally engenders, and that they Ihould at 
the fame time betray impatience and difcon- 
tent at whatever might fe6m to place them in 
an humble and inferior light. 

All thefe were fufficient motives to induce 
Great Britain to treat them as ftates whofe 
friendfhip and good-will were highly to be 
prized, and which now were only to be retain- 
ed by the wifeft and moft temiperate meafures, 
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after their total emancipation froch thofe dan- 
gers to which they had fo long been liable, 
from the pxoximity of a formidable and enter* 
prizing enemy. 

But independent of thefe divers confidera- 
tions, a caufe had long fubfifted, of which the 
effe<3:s had been foretold, whenever the ob- 
ftru6lions that ftood in their way fhould here-* 
moved. This was the republican fpirit that 
carried the firft emfgrators to the fhores of 
New England, in the laft century. Perfecuted 
at honae for opinions in religion ill agreeing 
with the cftablilhed tenets in church andftate, 
their adherence to their own was Co rooted 
and invincible, that fooner than part with 
them, they <jhofe rather to abandon their na- 
tive country, and fly to the remoteft and moft 
inhofpitable regions, in order to enjoy the un- 
reftrained and public profeffion of their owu 
len timerits. " * ' , 

Such a refolution, though produced by en* 
thufiafm, was neverthelefs great and heroic; 
it fupported them in difficulties of the moft 
lerious magnitude ; it carried them through a 
world of obftacles. To fay that, in leaving 
England, they had deprived themfelves of thole 
comforts that are moft grateful to human na- 
ture, the pleafures and delights of the home 
we are born and bred in, is not doing juftice 
to the courage and magnanimity of the firft 
fettlers in New England. To fpeak with truth, 
we (hould acknowledge they had every hard-^ 
(hip to encounter that can affiiil the heart and 
ftagger the fortitude of man. The climate 
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was ag^nft them in every (hape ; it was en* 
tirely new to their conftitutions ; the winter- 
cpld and fuoimer-heat equally infupportable ; 
the productions of the earth miferable and * 
fcanty ; the foil ftubborn, and of little value. 
Sicknefs and death were the deftinv of an a- 
larming proportion of the firft adventurers. 

When through unconquerable perfeVerance 
they had weathered the firft ftorms that aw^it; 
aU gfcat undertakings, they had ftill a moil 
arduous talk to undergo in fecuring themfelves 
from the malevolence and jeAlouly of the an- 
cient inhabitants of the land, whofe pativ^ 
f^rocioufnefs, inflamed with indignation at 
ieeing a foreign pepple in poilelTion of a cpun* 
try of which they were once the fole mafters 
;»nd occupiers, impelled them to exert their 
whole rage and fury for the deftruj3:ion of 
thefe new-comers. 

Thus they had every obftacle to furmount 
that could try their patience and prove their 
iirmnefs. The viftories they obtained over 
thefe complicated obftruidtions, raif^d their 
Charafter'to a level with that of the braveft 
people recorded in hiftory, in the eftinaatiou 
of the few who can confider fads diverted of 
that fplendour which time, place, and circqm-. 
fiances, are apt to beftow upon them, and from 
which thpy derive their luftre with the gene- 
rality. 

The remembrance of the caufes of the emi- 
gration of their forefathers is ftrong through- 
out the provinces of New Jlngland, and was 
always a favourite fubjefl: of difcourfe. The 
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principles that animated them, have been 
carefully tranfmitted from generation to ge* 
neration, and are faithfully and zealoufly main-! 
tained to this day. The religious part of their 
enthufiafm has been dropped, but the political 
part fubfifts unimpaired, and in its fulleft vigour; 
and iio people are more warmly attached to th« 
prefervation of their rights and liberties. 

To this it is owing that no branch of know- 
ledge is cultivated with more affiduity than 
that of the law ; the addition to this parti- 
cular ftudy is general, one may almoft fay 
univerfal, every New England-man being 
more or lefs of a lawyer. 

Hence it is, that perfons of genteel educa- 
tion among them are remarkably more con-^ 
verfant in the laws and conftitution of their 
Country than their equals in any other parts. 
This enables them to render their attainments 
in learning and literature, which are very cod- 
fiderable, highly iubfcrvient to the fervice and 
benefit of the public. 

The four New England governments being 
thus originally founded and peopled by the 
Puritanic party in England, during the laft 
century, we are not to wonder at the venera- 
tion entertained for their charader by their 
defcendanta, npr at the warm adherence profeft 
by thefe for their political and religious tenets. 

The partiality to republican principles, that 
fo diftinguifhingly charaflerizes the people of 
New England, flows from this fource. It 
ftrongly marks and influences all their mea- 
iijrca, and is hardly lefs vifible in their private * 
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life than in their public tranfaflions. . Thi^ 
might be exemplified by a variety of inftances- 
They cherifli the memory of the great cham- 
pions of the republican caufe, in the days of 
Charles the Firft, to fuch a degree, that even 
before the Revolution that has deprived 
Great Britain of America, it was common to 
fee their pictures and prints placed in the fame 
room, in a line with thofc of the Briiilh Mo- 
narchs. 

When all thefe confiderations are duly 
weighed, they form an irreiiftible proof that a 
deiire of independence of any authority inimi- 
cal to Republican tenets, muft always have 
exifted in the minds of men who had been 
traditionally, as it were, under their power- 
fu Heft influence. 

Their invariable conduct upon all fuch oc- 
caiions as favoured thefe principles, proves 
how deeply they were rooted in their hearts. 
It is well known with what exultation they 
partook of the triumphs of the Republican 
party in England ; and with what unfeigned 
ibrrow they received the news of the reftora- 
tion of. monarchy, in the perfon of Charles II. 

That fo high-fpirited and .refblute a people 
would certainly embrace the firft opportunity 
of afferting a caufe that had been fo dear to 
their anceftors, was obvious to all who had 
ftudied their charaSer, and were acquainted 
with their ftory. From a variety of paffages, 
it affords the higheft probability that they 
would not have waited for the prefent day to 
difmeniber themfelves from the empire of 
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Britain, if circumftances had invited them* 
Notwithftandingthe impradticability of bring- 
ing about fuch an event, it had its partizans 
and. abettors almoftin the infancy of their co- 
lonization* Ideas of this tendency prevailed 
among them fo long ago as the reign of the 
aforementioned IVloii arch. 

If the people of New England are unfriend- 
ly to monarchy, they ftill bear a greater a- 
verfion to the Church of England. The fe- 
vere treatment of their anceftors by Archbi- 
fhop Laud, dwells ineffably in their memo- 
ry ; and the mildnefs of the prefcnt Ecclefia- 
ftical government in England has not been 
able to atone for the errors and tranfgreflions 
offbme of its former rulers. They leem to 
Jook upon the Hierarchy as a body of meix 
calculated for the fupport of arbitrary power; 
and often cite the fervile attachment of fevc- 
ral Englifli Prelates to the abfurd maxims of 
paffive obedience to the will of the Sovereign. 

As refiftance to a tyrannical government is 
the foundation -ftone of their political fyftem, 
they vipw with equal contempt and abhor* 
rence allimen who profefs unlimited fubmit- 
fion to their Princes; and as they ihiift upon 
a perfect equality among all their religious 
teachers, they no lefs difclaim all ranks and 
degrees that confer Spiritual authority among 
the clergy. 

Thus their inclinations and maxima are 
equally unfavourable to thofe on which the 
government of Church and State is founded 
in England. Notwithftanding the good lenle 
and moderation prevailing among them pre- 
vents their breaking4)ut in harlh language, yet 
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their in veftives, though polite, are not.th^ 
leis pointed ; and manifefl an irreconcileable 
cnmitj to the religious and political conftitu- 
. tionofthemother-countiy. 

This franie of mind is univerfally difFufed 
over the four provinces of Maflachufet, Coa- 
nedicut, New Hampftiirc, apd Rhode Ifland. 
The mhabitants, with few exceptions, are of 
that religious peruiafiou known by the deno- 
mination of Congregationalifls, pr Indepen- 
dents. 

The leaders and ruling men among thent 
are all rigid diflenters from the church of 
England: None but fuch have any chance 
of becoming popular. The fmall numbers 
who profefs the religion of the parent-ftate, 
are beheld with an invidious eye, and as fecret 
foes to the country they live in. 

There was; a time, indeed, when they were 
held in fuch deteftation, that they were not 
even tolerated by the adverfe party. Strange 
as it may feem, this outrageous behaviour was 
predominant at the very aera of their emigra- 
tion, when their debility was fuch, that a 
jFoyal mandate from England would have fuf- 
ficcd to crufti them. One knows not on this 
occafion at which to teftify the moft furprize, 
the audacioufnefs of their conduft, or the pal* 
five forbearance of the Englifli miniftry. ^ 

The truth was, that religious zeal only pro« 
moted the colonization of New England. The 
firfl fettlers, who fled to a wildernefs for the 
fake of maintaining their opinions againft all. 
oppofers, were determined to fufFer no contra- 
didion : they perfecuted therefore all who dif- 
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Fered from them, and feemed refolved to re- 
taliate, as it were, for the perfecution they had 
fo long endured. As policy and worldly con- 
fiderations had little or no fliare in their ac- 
tions, they were totally regardlefs of the dan- 
ger they incurred by the violence with which 
their conduft was attended ; and they conti- 
nued many years to aft in the fame manner, 
to the great fcandal of the moderate and judi- 
cious part of fqciety, and the high difgrace of 
their own charafler. 

Such was the fituation of the Briti(h Colo- 
nies in general, throughout North America^ 
Jmd of tht New England provinces in parti- 
cular, when the pacification above-mentioned 
opened one of the mod remarkable fcenes that 
ever commanded the attention of the world. 

The French, who have for many ages been 
the profeft and natural enemies of England, 
had long viewed, with equal envy aiid appre- 
henlion j the flouriftiing flate of -thofe Colonies 
flie had founded in North America, In order 
not to remain behind- hand with a rival, whofe- 
growing greatnefs. they were always ftudlous 
to oppofe, they alfo made fcttlements in that 
wide-extended continent, and endeavoured to 
make up by policy, or by force, the deficiencies 
of foil and fituatipn, in the countries that had 
fallen to their lot. 

As the nature of their government is more 
favourable to military than to commercial ex- 
ertions, they accordingly formed unnumbered 
projefts of that kind for the aggrandizement 
of their colonies. They eredcd a multitude of 
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forts and fortifications, thrown like a chairt 
over every part of the continent, where they 
could frame any pretence of fettling, and cal- 
culcated to conneft eftablifhments and territo- 
ries at an imtnenfe diftance from eacbother. 

But as ambition and prudence are often apt 
to be at variance, they forgot that without 
wealth and population, no territory can tie 
worth defending. .Thus, amidfl the immenfe 
trails throughout which their foldiery was 
ftationed, nothing was feen but the apparatus 
of war; military piles of building, and maga- 
zines of warlike ftores, riliug in the midft of 
defarts. The country round was a folitude, 
planted with forefts, and only vifited occafion- 
jally by favages, in their hunting feafpns. 

Far other was the policy of their Englifh 
neighbours: — Inftead of confuming them* 
felves in unprofitable attempts at a needlefs 
extenfion of territory, they confined themr 
felves to a careful cultivation of what they 
poffefled*, and never thought of augmenting it, 
but in proportion to the demands of an in- 
creafing population.— -Thus their advances 
were gradual ; they never came forward till 
the ground they left behind them was well 
tilled an4 occupied. 

Such a difference in the fyjftem of coloniza- 
tion, could not fail of producing the moft op- 
pofite confequences. At the expiration of a 
century after their refpedive foundations, the 
poffeffionsof France were comparatively poor,' 
barren, and thinly inhabited ; while thofe of, 
Ehaland were rich, fertile, and full of an in-'^ 
duftriouS and thriving people. 
" ' ' Long 
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Ldng before the breaking out of the war 
between Great Britain and France, in one thou* 
fand feven hundred and fifty-five, the French 
had at various times entertained ideas of efFe£t* 
ing a feparation between the Englifh and their 
American Colonies. Convinced it was not in 
their power to fubdue them by force of arms^ * 
ftill however they perfifted in their defign, in 
hope of finding lome means of wrefting them 
out of the hands of England. 

In the mean time, their natural impatience 
and impetuofity^ unable to bear with much de* 
lay, was continually prompting them tdhaften 
an event, from which they promifed them-* 
felves fo much fatisfadtion. 

They again betook^ themftlves 16 their fot** 
mer fchemes and contrivances: claiming ter- 
ritories that were in poffeffion of the Englifh^ 
and incroaching upon thofe fettlements that 
lay neareft to them, and appeared the moft 
open and defencelefs; 

When the fpirit of the Briti(h nation j pro* 
voked at thofe infults^ was fufficieritly roufed, 
they then perceived how feeble and unavailing 
their plans muft prove, and how little they 
Could depend upon the exertions that Franc€r 
could make in that part of the world* 

But it was now too late to recede: — As they 
had called forth their enemy to ail open con-* 
teft, they were obliged to ftand the chances 
of war, and to coUedl their whole ftrength and 
vigour for a trial that threatened evidently M 
prove theJaft that would ever be made by onei 
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of thQ contending parties in the plains o( 
North An^erica. 

After the events of war had decided in fa^ 
vour of Great Britain, it now remained for 
France to bring about, through her }X)licy and 
intrigues, what ihe had not been able to com- 
pafs by her valour and military ikilL 

The circumflances of the times were highly 
favourable to her wifhes. The European 
powers did not , lee without fecret diflatisfac* 
tion, the amazing increafe of the power of 
Great Britain, through fo many lands andfeas^ 
They began immediately on the coiiclufion 
of hofliiities^ to view this ifland exaAly in 
the fame light they did France during the 
reign of Liewia the Fourteenth ; as a ftate 
whofe power was too difproportionate for the 
peace and fecurity of Europe ; and upon which 
therefore it behoved them to keep a watchful 
eye, that no opportunity might be loft of re» 
ducing it within narrower bounds. 

As its ftrength arofe in a great niieafure 
from its European dependencies, it was chiefly 
theie that American politics immediately had 
in contemplation to fever from their original 
founder. 

By breaking the connection between them 
andGreat Britain, a multiplicity of advantages 
offered themlelves to their expedlations. The 
view of profiting by the immenfe trade they 
promifed themfelves, in a free intercourfe with 
thofe flourifliing colonies, was alone a fuf&« 
cient motive to engage them to labour earneft* 
ly for their emancipation from the fovcreignty 

of 
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of Great Britain ; but the principal objeft of 
their attention was to ftop the growth of the 
ftrength and influence of England, which had 
been widely felt before and during the late 
war, and were now become fo formidable as 
to occafion univerfal alarm and terror. 

Through her colonies in the weftern hemi- 
fphere, on the one hand, and her poffeffions ia 
the "Eaft Indies, on the other, fhe feemed to 
grafp, as it were, both extremities of the globe^^ 
and threaten to monopolize the abfolute do- 
minion of the ocean. 

The maritime powers of Europe, in parti- 
cular, faw this exaltation of Great Britain 
with the extremeft jealoufy. Holland had felt 
its weight during the late war, in the inter- 
ruption of that trade which the Dutch had ex- 
erted themfelves to carry on clandeftinely for 
the French.The northern kingdoms had alfo exr 
perienced its fuperiority in the fanie line; and 
they all were eagerly waiting for an opportu- 
nity to fet limits to her power. 

But it was chiefly from France the princi- 
pal danger arofe. Her refentment was incef- 
fantly brooding over the mortifications ihehad 
received in her laft quarrel with England. 
She faw her ancient rival glorying in her 
fpoils, and deriving new ftrength and vigour 
from her lofles. She faw her recovering faft 
from the diftrefles infeparable from war, and 
in the faireft way of arriving in the courfe of 
a few years, to aftate of ftrength and opulence 
that would fet her above the reach of any ho- 
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ftile defigns from abroad, and fix hex in a cort^ 
dition to give laws to all her neighbours. 

Full of this convidioh, which was in truth 
well founded, the French miniftry were fooni 
convinced, that the only method left theni to 
deftroy that edifice ofBritifh grandeur, which 
gave them fo much umbrage, was to under- 
mine it. -^ 

It was a reflexion highly ofFenfive to the 
pride of a monarchy, long accuftomed openly 
to domineer over all her neighbourSj that fhe 
muft now place her principal dependence oa 
under-hand intrigues and dark contrivances^ 
and truft to them alone for the accomplifh- 
ment of her defigns* 

No doubt at prefent fubfifts that fhe be- 
gan inrimediately after the Peace of Paris, to 
carry mto execution the fcheme (he had form- 
ed for the feparation of the Britifti Colonies 
from the mother-country. . 

Confcious that whilft a good intelligence 
lafted between them, the luperiority rouft 
hencefcrrth remain for ever on the fideof Brir 
tain, it was only by their difunion fhe could 
hope to regain the flation and confequence fhe 
had formerly poflefled in Europe. 

The firfl fleps fhe took were to employ her 
fecret emiflarics in fpreading diflatisfadion 
among the Britifh Colonifts. Their impor-» 
tance was defcribed in the moft flattering co- 
lours, and their flrength reprefented as an ob« 
je6t of greater magnitude than the pofTcfTors 
feemed aware of. The partiality of Great Bri-» 
tain to her own intcrefls, in the various regu- 
lations 
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lations of their commerce abroad and admi- 
niftrationat home, was depi<fteditithe ftrongeft 
light. No infinuations, in (hort, were want- * 
ingto excite afpirit of difcontent throughout 
the Colonies, and to infufe a notion, that it 
would be highly for their intereft to caft off 
all dependence, and to ftand entirely upon their 
own ground, free from all the (hackles andre- 
ftraints with which they were at prefent loaded. 

Thefe fentiments were, far from being un- 
acceptable to a people already prepoffefled in 
favour of that liberty which was fo tempting- 
ly held out to their perceptions, and no lefs 
prejudiced againft the prerogatives exercifed 
over them in fuch a variety of (hapes. They 
were in the fituation of an individual border- 
ing on manhood, and who, beginning to feel 
his vigour, is no longer willing to fubmit to 
much controul. 

The effe£ts produced by the machinations 
of the French, were precifely fuch as they 
had intended and expected. The difpofition 
of the inhabitants of North America began 
gradually to alter from that warmth of at- ' 
tachment to the mother-country, which had 
fo peculiarly characterized them. They began 
to view her rather in the light of a fovereign 
than of a parent, and to examine, with a fcru- 
pulous nicety, the nature of thofe ties that 
rendered them parts of her empire. 
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CHAPTER /i&r FIRST. 



^he Stamp ASt and Us Conje^uences.. 

SUCH was the fituation of the North American 
Colonies when thofe meafures took place in 
England, that were produftive of the greateft events 
that have happened within many ages. 

The long and bloody war that Great Britain had 
waged againft the united ftrength of the Houfe of 
Bourbon, thougli highly fuccefsful, had been 
equally cxpenfive. The triumphs of onr fleets 
and armies in fo many parts of the world, had been 
purchafed at an enormous price; and both the 
blood arid treafiire of the nation had been profufedi 
to oStiain thpm. 

The debts contrafted by the nation in the fup- 
port of the laft and fprmer wars, amounted to the 
amazing fum of one hundred and forty-eight-mil- 
lions ; for which an intereft of near, five millions 
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was annually paid. Thefc immenfe charges were 
borne with a patience and equanimity not inferior to 
the fpirit and refolution with which they had been 
incurred; but they were a load under which the 
jiation begari to ftagger. 

Taxes of every denomination were levied upon 
the public. Every branch of bufinefs was exa^w 
mined i and every channel of trade explored, id 
prder to affefs them with their proportion of con-* 
tributions. 

After ftraining, apparently to their utmoft bear- 
ing, the refources left at home, the idea was fiig- 
gefted pf calling in the affiftance of the Colonies,, 
in a more direft and explicit manner than had hi- 
therto been done* • 

As the late quarrel had been occafiqned chiefly 
pn their account; and as they derived the great and 
principal benefits of the peace, it was thought 
equitable they Ihou Id have Ibme more than common 
returns for thofe advantages. 

Their ability to contribute largely to the common 
exigencies was deemed indubitable ; but their wil- 
lingnefs was no lefs called in queftion; and it was 
reprefented as an attempt full of danger, to make, 
ufe of compuKion in cafe they fliould refufe. 

"yVhateyer might be the neceflities of the mother-; 
country, the Colonies were fully perfu^ded that the 
fole and exclufive enjoyment of their whole trade^ 
was a tax in itfelf more than proportionably ade^ 
quate to all thofe that were levied upon the people 
pf Gre^t Britain. 

This plea had undoubtedly its weight in the ap- 
prehenfion of all moderate and impartial peoplej; 
but while diey allowed the Colonifts to alledge it as 
a reafon for treating them with great lenity in the 
point of taxation, they did not, at the fame time, 
^pagine that it was a conclufive argument for their 

declining 
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declining to afFord^any other kind of relief to the; 
parent-ftate. - ^ 

England, in fecuring to itfelf the exclufive trade 
of her Colonies, adted upon a principle adopted by 
all modern nations. She did no more than follow 
the example fet before her by the Spaniards and 
Portuguefe ; but flie followed it with a lenity to 
which the government in thofe nations is an utter 
ftranger. 

In planting thefe diftant Colonies, fhe endowed 
them with every right, and privilege enjoyed by her 
fubjefts at home : She left them at full liberty to 
govern themfelves, and of framing fuch laws and 
regulations as the wifdom of their own legiflatures 
Ihould point out as neceffary for the good of the 
community over which they prefided. In fliort, 
fhe gave them the ampleft powers to provide for 
and purfue their refpeftive interefts, in the manner 
they faw fit ; referving only the benefit of their 
trade, and of a political connedtion under the fame 
fovereigii. 

The Colonies founded by France and Holland, 
and before tliem by Portugal and Spain, did not 
experience the fame indulgence. The two latter not 
only claimed the monopoly of their commerce, but 
governed them in many refpedts with a rod of iron : 
burthcning them with an endlefs chain of vexatious 
regulations ; cramping every exertion that feemed 
foreign to the views of the rulers at home, giving 
no encouragement bur to what tended diretlly and 
immediately to their own intereft, and punifliing 
feverely whatever had a contrary tendency. 

Though France and Holland did not adopt fuch 
oppreffiv.e maxims, yet they were, in fad:, not 
much lefs ftridl and coercive. They fold, as it were, 
the property of their Colonies to mercantile affoci- 
ations, which, in order to make the moft of their 
bargain, loaded them with every incumbrance that 

a tnono-^ 
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a monopolizing Ipirit can foggcft : felling to thcna 
the commodities of Europe at an enormous ad^ 
tance ; taking the produce of their lands at the 
fevi^eft prices they could tompel thfem to re- 
ceive; and difcouraging the growth and cultiva-r 
dbn of any more than they could difpofe of at an 
wnreafonable profit at home. 

Such was, for a length of time, the unjuft policy, 
bbferved by France, in particular, towards her Co-^ 
lonies : the confequehces perfeftly corrdfponded 
with fo abfurd and barbaix)us a fyftem. I^er tuanf* 
marine pofleffions long remained witho^^t any fetled 
form or confiftenCy ; and never emerged to any 
profpcrity, till^ taught by dear-bought experience, 
adminiftration faw the neceflity of taking them 
out of the hands of their monopolizers, and placing 
her Colonifts on the footing of other fubjefts^ 

England never treated its Colonies in this un- 
gjracious, Illiberal manner. Content with the ge- 
neral profits refulring from their trade, (he left it 
c^n to every individual in her dominions. She 
dwJ npt confine it to particular ports, as in Portu- 
^ and Spain ; nor give it up to the extortion of a^ 
company of merchants, as in Holland and France, 

Thus her Colonifts, notwithftanding fome reftric- 
tions, poffefled an immenfe ftock in trade on their. 
own account. Independendy of the direft remit- 
tance of what grew on their lands, to the. (hipping 
that failed from England to receive it, they carried 
on a large exportation of their domeftic commodir 
dcs, which, through the indulgence of the metro- 
polis, was not confined to her fole hai hours, but 
extended by judicious and well-timed regulations, 
to various parts of both hemifpheres. 

Hence the unreafonable gains fo common in the 
(ale of European mercliandize in the Spanifli and 
Portujgudfe colonies, . were unknown, to thofe be* 
longing to Great Britain j where many articles were 

as 
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^s cheap, and fome even cheaper than in England 
itfelf, through the expcrtnefs of men converiant 
with bnfinels, in the advantageous management of 
their flock. 

' No fuch thing is feen in the SpaniQi and Portu- 
guefe fettlcments; and but' little of it in. the 
French. Pew are the tradinjg ve0els belonging to 
the former, and thofe of an mcbnfiderable and di- 
ihinutive iSze/ The capital (hips that vifit their 
harbours, ari^ve from thofe of Portugal and Spain. 
Siich is the narrow monopolizing ^ (difpofition of 
both thefe countries, that they fart in fleets, uiider 
the command of officers commiflioned by govern- 
ment, as if it dreaded to trufl them to any other 
management. It is but lately the Court of Spain 
has altered fbme of her regulations in this parci« 
cular. 

There w,as a generofity even in the reftriftions of 
Great Britain, on the trade of her colonies, that 
fhcwed they were nof impofed in the wantonnefs of 
power ; but evidently with a defign to repartition, 
as it were, theexercife and. profits of commerce 
•among the various inhabitants of her wide-extend- 
ed dominions. 

While herfubjefts at home were free to trade to 
ail parts of the world, the fame permiffion in a nu- 
^nerous variety of articles, was granted to her colo- 
liifts; the northern climes of Europe, and theEaft 
Indies only, were excepted. In Portugal, Spain, 
Italy, throughout the Mediterranean. Sea, on the 
coafls of Africa, in all the American hemifphere, 
the vefTeh of the North American colonies enjoyed 
the moil unbounded and lucrative commerce. 

The encouragement given to this commerce was 
equally wife and beneficent. It tended in the di- 
reftefl manner to the improvement of their coun- 
try, by increafing its commodities through an abun- 
. dant exportation, and enabling them to clear and 

cultivate 
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cultivate the foil, through the . fure and cpnft^i^t 
iale of the vaft quantity of timber for all kinds of 
iifes, that accrued from die cutting down of their 
immenfe forefts. 

Befide thefe two advantages, both of a capital an4 
cfiential nature^ they poffeffed others hardly lefe 
beneficial. They carried rum and fugar, together 
with the produce of their fiftieries, to every markcf 
within the above fpecified limits. Thefe branches . 
employed fuch a multitude of (hipping, that the 
ports of thofe countries where they traded were con- 
finually vifited, and often crowded with them* 

True it is, that a number of articles were al(b 
appropriated to an importation into Great Britain 
exclufively ; but when we duly confider this mat* 
ter, it will be found that the very nature of the 
countries poffefled by the Colonifts, gave them fufp 
ficient occupation at home, without rendering it 
any ways neteffary for their profperity, that they 
flbould employ themfelves fo much abroad as the 
inhabitants of a foil occupied by a numerous people, 
and whofe tillage had lafted for ages. 

It was reafonable, therefore, to allot them prinr 
cipally the tafk of clearing and cultivating the im-r 
nierife trafts they inhabit ; this woulji always prove 
a profitable bufinefs, and enable them to procure 
themfelves, on their own bottom, a never-failing 
fund, from, whence to fupply all their wants, and 
to furnilh, befides, a plentiful fupply for the pur- 
pofes of trade. . 

The proof of this is, that thofe places which are 
in the higheft cultivation, abound moft in riches 
and people. The population of Pennfylvania, 
which was founded fifty years after fome of the 
other colonies, bids fair, in tin[)e, to exceed them 
alK- 

In the mean time, the trade in thofe articles of 
which Great Britain referved the benefit to her- 

felf. 
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felf, did nbt interfere \vith the main purfuit-of the 
Colonifts. This being chiefly the purchafe of thtJ 
conveniences of life, there was certainly no coun- 
try where tht Colonifts could find • them general- 
ly in greater, if fb great perfeftion j and, confider- 
ing their intrinfic value, where they could find them 
cheaper. 

- Another cohfidefation occurs, and that of the 
moft material nature, '^ht fituation of the Co- 
lonies is fuch, that it often happens in their dealings 
abroad, that a long courfe of credit is neceflary for 
them* This they can find nowhere but in England^ 
The opulence of our merchants is fo fuperior 
to that of thofe in any other country upon earth, 
that it enables them to waif for the returns of their 
trade much beyond the time that ^ny others caa 
affords 

Neither fliould it be forgotten, that the ampleft 
liberty of trading in all their reciprocal commodi^ 
ties, fubfifted between North America and the 
Englilh Wefl: Indies. This was a fund from wheaccj 
they derived immenfe refources, as it opened a 
channel through which they carried out a world o£ 
articles of their own produce, and received fijp- 
plks not only for their own confumption, but for the 
demands of that extenfive commerce which they 
carried on in fo many parts of the globe; 

Thus it appears, that, notwithftanding the feve** 
ral reftraints that took place on the American trade, 
enough was left to render them a rich and flourilli- 
ing people. That they were fuch in reality, is 
well known to all who have the lead acquaintance 
y with that country : Its happinefs was vifible to all 
who vifired it. If ever any country might have 
.been (tiled the feat of human felicity, Britifh North 
America' moft unqueftionably deferved the appel- 
lation* 

To fay that no partialities exifted in favour of 
Great Britain, would certainly be a violation of 

truth ; 
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. truth ; but let an unprejudiced man weigh in the 
fcale of Juftice, the condudt obferved by Great 
Britain towards her Colonies, and that which fo- 
reign ftates have purfued in refpeft to. theirs, 
and then let him decide which is the mod con- 
fident with humanity, juftice, and policy. 

The great complaint of America, was the dif- 
couragement of manufaftures, by confining every 
province to the ufe of its pwn, and preventing the 
reciprocal importation of their refpedive fabrica- 
tions. This, it cannot be. denied, was a fevere re- 
gulation ; but when we refleft/. on the other hand, 
that moft, if not all of the articles thus prohibited, 
could be purchafed at a cheaper rate from England, 
the idea of feverity naturally annexed to fuch a pro- 
hibition, is much diminiflied; and it almoft va«» 
nifhes away on the additional confideration, that 
the hands thus employed would have been much 
more beneficially taken up, both in a public and in 
a private light, in the great and important bufinels 
of agriculture, or of navigation. 

It ought, neverthelefs, to be allowed, that to. 
curb the difpofition of a whole people towards any 
branch of induftry or ingenuity, is a meafure to 
which it cannot be expedled that human nature will 
tamely fubmit : it is viewed as a fpecies of affront 
to the underftanding. The detrimerit that rnay 
poflibly arife from the prohibition, is not fo much 
refented as the prohibition itfelf. 

As mankind, therefore, will generally bear op- 
preffion much more eafily than infult, it is probable 
that the rigorous injunftions precluding the fale of 
any manufadhire of their own make beyond their 
provincial boundaries, appeared to the Americans 
as calculated to crufli their native talents in the 
very infancy of their exertion, and to cut off 
the very hope of ever arriving at thofe advantages 
to which they were of right intitled. 

Pre- 
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Preventions of this nature are always the more 
cdious as they feem levelled at the abilities of a 
people, and defigned, as it were, to keep them in a 
uate of natural inferiority. For this reafon, un- 
doubtedly, they were efteemed a heavy grievance 
throughout the American colonies ; and every in- 
dividual confpired, as it were, as -much as in him 
lay, to elude them. 

It was probably owing to the difcontent arifing 
from regulations of this fort, that the liberality with 
which Great Britain afted in other inftances, was 
ov-erlooked. She not only abftained from the lay- 
ing of duties on her own manufaftiires, but took off 
tliofe on foreign articles when exported to America. 
Herein her conduft was very different from that of 
the other European dates with regard to their Co- 
lonifts, whom they force to receive fuch goods, 
loaded with all the duties they ar^ charged with in 
their own ports. 

.While this indulgence lafted, goods of foreigii 
• fabrication were often confiderably lower in price 
in fomcof the Colonies, than in fome parts of Eai- 
ropcitfclf. 

It was not, therefore, without great murmurs and 
complaints in the Colonies, that a ceffation of this 
indulgence took place immediately after the war. 
They looked upon this meafiire as a prelude to 
others ftill .more difiigreeable ; and began tp think 
that Great Britain meant to try how fir (he might 
render them fubfervient to her convenience, and to 
what extent (he might do it without endangering 
her own interefts. 

They were foil of thefe ideas when the Briti(h 
Miniftry, alarmed at the amazing increafeoffmug- 
gling, and the prodigious loflTes it occa(ioned to the 
revenue, took the refolution to ufe every poflliblc 
V effort in order to prevent it. To this intent, which 
in itfelf was perfedly juft and reafonable, a fcheme 

was 
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Was propofed and embraced, which proved highly 
pernicious in its confequences, and rendered the re- 
imedy much worfe thah the difeafe; 

A number of armed cutters were ftationed around 
the coafts of Great Britain, to the commanders of 
which the ftrifteft orders were iffued to adt in the 
capacity of revenue-officers. They were enjoined 
to take the ufiial Cuftom-houfe oaths, . and to ob- 
ferve the regulations prefcribed by them. 

Never was a more ignominious duty impofed 
tipon men of gallantry and fpirit. It funk the brave 
and enterprizing feaman into a mere tidewaiter. 
That eagernefs and zeal which had been employed 
in the fearch and attack of an enemy, was now ex- 
ercifed in the difcovery and feizure of prohibited 
goods ; and the courage which they had difplayed 
in the fervice of their country, was how diredted 
againft their fellow-fubjedls. 

Had thefe unwife meafureSj however, been con- 
fined at home, the evils they produced would have 
been (o much circumfcribed, that on due experi- 
ence of them, they might in time have been obvi- ' 
ated ; but as one wrong ftep is generally productive 
of others, the fame unfortunate fpirit that planned 
them for the coaft of Britain^ extended them to the 
fliores of America. 

The outcry wasgreat againft them in England j 
but in America it was outrageous. As it could not 
be fuppofed that gentlemen bred m the naval fer- 
vice were converfant in the laws and ufages of the 
Cuftom-houfe, they were often guilty of infringing 
them. Remedies were at hand in England ; but 
in America it was difficult, and in fome cafes almoft 
impra6l;icable to obtain redrefs, from the tediouf- 
iiefs of forms, and the diftance of places. 

To this grievance, which weighed heavy through- 
out a country where much liberty of trade had been 

fufFered 
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fuffered and connived at, another quickly fucceed- 
td, no lefs, if not more obnoxious to the trading 
part of the community, 

A lucrative branch of commerce had, for more 
than a century, been carried on between the Britifh 
iflands in the Weft Indies, aAd the Spanifh fettle- 
ments on the vaft continent of South America : it 
had for many years been largely participated by the 
North American colonies. It was a commerce of 
the cleareft gain and benefit to the Britifh trader ; it 
confifted in a prodigious exchange of ail kinds of 
Britifh commodities for the precious metals. 

Senfible that the advantages lay entirely on the 
fide of Great Britain, and was ruinous to the inte- 
refts of Spain, that monarch jr had always oppofed 
this commerce with all its might. Guarda-coftas 
were cornmiflioned to , fcour the wide-extended 
coafts of her American dominions, and to feize 
every veflel that approached too near them ; a talk 
which they executed with fuch indifcriminate li- 
cence, that it provoked the war which broke oqt 
between Great Britain and Spain, in one thoufand • 
feven hundred and thirty-nine. 

But though this commerce was in direft oppofi- 
tion to the orders of Spain, and could not there- 
fore be confidered as ftriftly legal, it certainly was 
no^the biifmefs of Great Britain to prevent it. The 
new fyftem however adopted by the Britifli mini- 
ftry, was purfued as if a convention had been made 
with the Spanifli Court for that very purpofe. The 
Britifli cruizers aded as if they had received their 
commiflions from Spain, and were to be rewarded by 
her for deftroying this commerce. They did it 
effeftually ; and in a (hort fpace of time it was al- 
moft wholly annihilated. 

This to the Northern Colonies was a deprivation 
of the moft ferious nature. This traffic had long 
proved the mine from whence they. drew thofe fup- 
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plies of gold and filver, that enabled them to make 
cdftious remittances to England, and to provide a 
fumciency of current fpecie at home. It gave life 
to bufinefs of every denomination, by the facility 
with which payments were made,^ A proportion- 
able increafe of trade kept pace with this readinefe 
of cafh, and a reciprocal circulation of money and 
merchandile was eftabliftied, to the benefit of all 
parties concerned. 

A fudden flop being thus put to this profperous 
cafeer, all America felt it to its vitals, and broke 
out in the loudefl complaints againfl the fervile 
complaifance. of Britain to Spain ; and the ill po- 
licy of difobliging its own fubjedts to humour fo- 
reigners. 

Their complaints were jufUy founded ; but the 
evil flar of Britain began to predominate : the Mi- 
niflry continued in the refolutions they had taken ; 
and, as if thefe had not done fufficient mifchief, they 
followed them^ with others no lefs ofFenfive to the 
Americans. 

In the Seflion of Parliament of March, onethou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-four, a Bill was fram- 
ed, laying heavy duties on the articles imported 
into the Colonies from the Fuench and other iflands 
in the Wefl Indies, and ordering thefe duties to be 
paid in fpecie into the Exchequer of Great Bri- 
tain. 

The injuflice and abfurdity of this new law, both 
of which were equally glaring, excited, afrefh, the 
murmurs of the Colonifls. They reprefented, in 
the flrongefl terms, how inconvenient it was, aifter 
depriving them of the means of obtaining fpecie, 
to infifl upon their paying thofe duties into the Bri- 
tifti Treafury in fpecie alone. 

But that which perplexed and incenfed them 
more than all the refl, was the Bill pafled in the fame 

SefTion, 
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Seffion, to rcftrain the currency of paper money in 
the Colonies. 

All thefe new regulations treading fo clofe, as it 
were, upon each other, were objefts of equal fur- 
prize and dilpleafure to the people of North Ame- 
rica. It was a fcheme to them, in fome refpeft, 
entirely new ; as notwithftanding various laws had, 
from time to time, been enafted regarding their 
commercial intercourfe, they had ufually been made 
at confiderable intervals, and did not wear that ap- 
pearance of reftraint and" coercion, nor weigh upon 
them in the manner of the prefenr. 

Warm and fpirited remonftrances were fent home 
from America, pleading their caufe in the language 
of men who think themfelves ill ufed, and arc de- 
termined to obtain redrefs. They laid every argu- 
ment before the Miniftry, that ingenuity, prompt- 
ed by intereft, could furnifh them with : they rea- 
foned, they expoftulated ; in fhort, they ufed every 
method that could be employed, to prevail upon 
the ruling powers to recall what they had done. 

Among other allegations, they explicitly men- 
tioned that fuch reftraints upon their trade were in- 
admiffible in America, as they diredtly tended to put 
an end to the clearing of their lands, and the pro- 
fecution of their fiflieries. Unlefs thofe foreign 
ports where they depofited the furplus of their 
corn, and of the provifions of all kinds abounding 
in their country, were freely opened to them, whi- 
ther muft they carry them ? The Britifti iflands in 
the Weft Indies could not alone confume them. 
Britain did not want them. Difpofe of them fome- 
where they muft; and where could that be, unlefs 
in places where they would fetch a reafonable 
price ? 

It were the height of partiality to deny the vali- 
dity of thefe reafonings : it was obvious to all dif- 
ccrning and judicious people j their cafe was not, 

C 2 therefore. 
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therefore, left to them alone to maintain ; it gained 
a mukiaide of partifans in the mother-country, 
and was openly and warmly efpdufed by fome of the 
moft refpeftable charadters in the land. 

But in America they did not ftop at bare com- 
plaints. When they found that their remonftrances 
were ineffedual, they bethought themfelves of ufing 
fome more efficacious means to convince the Bri- 
tifli Miniftry of the error they had committed, ia 
running counter to the opinions and dcfigns of a 
numerous people, Ctuated at fuch a diftance, and 
able, in a variety of ways, to elude their intentions. 

They now, for the firft time, united in a general 
oppofition to the views of the Britifti Miniftry. 
Meetings were held, and refolutions were taken "to 
make no further importations from Great Britain of 
what was not of abfolute neceflity 5 and to encou- 
rage, to the utmoft of their power, every fpecies 
of manufacture that was pra<5ticable among them. 

In tliis refolution multitudes immediately con- 
curred, to the great detriment of the. manufafturers* 
in England, who were not fparing of their difap- 
^robation of the minifterial meafures ; and expreff- 
ed it in the moll violent andrefentful terms. 

But the Miniftry was proof againft all kind of 
c^pofition. It proceeded, ftep by ftep, in the exe- 
cution of its projects, as if nothing was wanting to 
complete them, but a firm refolution to do it. 
, In order, however, to mix lenity with firmnefi, 
ihey paffed feveral Ads favourable to the commerce 
of the Colonies, hoping thereby to footh them into 
a fubmiffion to thofe that had given them fb much 
difguft. 

But the Coionifts were now become fo full of fuf- 
picions, and placed fo little reliance on the good 
will of the Miniftry, that their whole attention was 
taken up in devifing means to thwart their meafures. 
They paid little regard to thefe cqnceflions, which 

they 
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fliey now looked upon as mere artifice, nfed only to 
decoy them into fecurity and inattention to their 
own incerefts. j 

They were further confirmed in this belief, by 
the advice they received (hortly after, that the Mi- 
luftry had it in contemplation to cftablifh ftamp du- 
ties in America fimilar to thofe already fettled in 
Great Britain. 

The pretence upon which the Miniftry founded 
chis^meafure, gave as much offence as the meafure 
itfelf. It was voted by the Houfe of Commons as 
jufl and requifite towards defraying the expences 
necefTary fe)r the protedtion of the Colonies. 

The receipt of this advice roufed the fury of the 
Americans to the highefl pitch. The proteftion 
that was alledged, they deemed not only unnecef- 
iary, but an abfolute nuifance. They wanted, tbcy 
iaid, no proteftors but themfelves ; and were more 
than adequate to fuch a talk againft any enemy 
they had to apprehend. 

The military forces that were ftationed over fe^ 
"veial parts of the Continent, they reprefented as 
equally dangerous and expenfive. * They were, 
from the nature of their profeffion, a conftant check 
upon the liberty of the fubjeft ; and were at the 
iame time a heavy charge on the public. . 

It was in vain pleaded by the moiher-country, 
that a regular body of weli-difciplined men was all 
indifpenfable requifite in all flatcs. This might be 
admitted in England, and other countries in Eu- 
rope; but was evidently otherwife in America, 
where the Indians alone remained, whom it was no 
vtxy difficult matter to keep in awe. 

Tlie truth was, that Great Britain, under the 
pretext of providing for the fafety and defence of ^ 
its colonies, meant only to fecure their obedience, 
and to terrify them into an implicit acquiefcence vx 
«U lis didtate^. 

C 3 Sucl^ 



38 HISTORY OF THE 

Such were the fentiments that pervaded all Ame- 
rica, when firft they were apprized that taxes were 
to be laid upon them, for the fupport of the troops 
on that eftablifhment. 

The previous notice of a bill of this kind being 
in agitation, has, by fome politicians, been con- 
demned as a ftep that betrayed wavering and hefi- 
tation in the Councils of the mother-country, and 
that betrayed too much of fear and want of refolu- 
tion, for the Colonifts not to perceive it. Had the 
Miniflry proceeded at once to carry its refolves in- 
to immediate execution, they would have met with 
much lefs refiftance than by making them known 
in this manner, a full twelvemonth before they ven- 
tured to give them the force of law. This was, in 
fad:, putting the queftion to the people of Ameri- 
ca, whether they would confent to them or not. 

The interval between this notice and the ap- 
proaching feffion, that was to determine their fate, 
was marked in America by the moft violent fer- 
mentation. The minds of the inhabitants feemed 
to be undergoing a total transformation from their 
preceding ftate. Inftead of their late peaceable 
and fteady attachment to the Britifli nation, and its 
interefts, they were daily lofing their refpeft, and 
falling off from that complying difpofition which 
had fo long characterized them. 

It was not only among detached individuals that 
fuch a difpofition prevailed : it was no lefs vifible 
among their public and corporate bodies ; and af- 
fected even the members of their government and 
legiflatures. The General Affemblies of Maffa- 
chuffet and New York, expreffed their diflatisfac- 
tionand alarm, in terms that fully (hewed how 
ilrongly they were determined to rejeft any mea- 
fures that might be framed in conformity with the 
prefent views of the Britifh miniftrv. 

They 
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They did not ftop here, — They came to fome 
refolutions, in confequence of thofe that had been 
taken in the Britifh Houfe of Commons, which 
amply manifefled how inflexibly they were averfe 
to them. They accompanied their refolutions with 
petitions to the Houfe of Commons, intreating 
them to give no countenance to the propofals of 
the miniftry. 

During the fpring feflion of one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty-five, adminiftration informed the 
agents of the feveral colonies, refident in London, 
that if their conftituents would propofe any other 
mode of raifing the fum intended to be levied by 
, ftamp duties, their propofal would be accepted, 
and the ftamp-duiy laid afide. The agents replied, 
that they were not authorifed to . give any anfwer ; 
but were inftrufted to oppofe the bill, when it 
fhould be brought into the Houfe of Commons, by 
petitions, queftioning the right claimed by Parlia- 
ment of taxing the Colonies. 

Full time had been given them to canvafs this 
dangerous queftion in the ampleft manner. They 
had prepared a diverfity of arguments in oppofition 
to the Parliamentary pretenfions. They objefted 
that the powers intended to be given to the Vice- 
admiralty courts in America, by the aft for lay- 
ing flamp-duties, would prove a fource of intoler- 
able grievance, by their diflance from each other ; 
and ftill more, by their deciding without the inter- 
vention of a jury. 

They alledged, at the fame time, that the pay- 
ments required by the aft, being in fpecie, would 
infallibly drain them of the little coin remaining 
far neceffary circulation, and prove an infurmoun- 
table impediment in the way of trade. 

But that which they urged as the moft cogent, 
and moft forcible of all argvmients, was — that 
not being reprefented in the Britifh Parliament, it 
could have no right to tax them. This they affirm- 

C 4 ed 
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ed in the moft open and explicit terms ; afferting, 
at the fame time, that they alone were competent 
to judge what taxes they were able to bear. They 
claimed, dierefore, the right of exercifing this 
judgment exclufively,, and of impofing taxes upon 
themfelves, without the interference of any others. 

TRis was a language which Great Britain had 
never before heard from her Colonies. . The ruling 
powers liftencd to \t with anger and indignation.— 
Rut it was not the Colonies alone that fpoke in 
this flile : — It was taken up with no. lefs warmth 
and refolution even in the Parliament itfelf^ and 
was now fpread over the nation at large. The 
principles adopted by the Americans, were main- 
tained by numbers, with as much vehemence as if 
the caufe of the Americans was their own. 

The miniftry were equally chagrined and afto- 
niftied at the violence with which fo great a pro- 
portion of the nation efpoufed the preteniions of the 
Colonies. As the fyftem of taxing them had been 
preyioufly determined upon, they knew not how to 
recede from a meafure that was to be the firft eflay 
in that important trial. They were loath to aban- 
don at once an attempt, from which they had pro- 
mifed themfelves fo much utility, in cafe of fuc- 
Cefs. They were as eager to go forward in the 
profecution " of their fcheme, as their adverfaries 
were that they (hould defift, notwithftanding they 
clearly faw the perils that muft attend it. 

But the time was now come that Britain was to 
be involved in the moft treinendous. and deftruc- 
tive quarrel that had befallen her for the courfe of 
many ages. 

Impelled by that prepofleflion in favour of a long 
cherifhed idea, which the beft and wifeft men are 
fo often not able to refift, and hurried by that im- 
petuofity which the heat of party naturally infpires, 
the miniftry bore down all oppofition. The ftamp- 

ad 
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aft was paffed by a Parliamentary majority, in 
fpite of the arguments within doors, the clamours 
without, and the fpirited and repeated remonllran- 
ces of the Colonies. 

This famous aft has juftly been confidered as the 
prelude and occafiori of all the fubfequent ftorms 
that raged not only in North America, but extend- 
ed their horrors to almoft every other quarter of 
both hemifpheres. 

Its arrival in America threw immediately the 
whole continent into flames. Bofton, the capital of ■ 
New England, where the news lirft arrived, ex- 
preflTed its refentment in a manner perfeftly fuit- 
able t0tbe violent fpirit with which its inhabitants 
have always o}>pofed whatever they have deemed 
injufticeand opprcffion. The colours of the (hip- 
ping of the harbour were ^hoifted half-maft, the 
bells of the churches were muffled, and tolled a 
funeral peal ; the aft was printed with a Death's 
Head aifixed to it, in lieu of the King's Arms : it 
was cried about the ftreets, and lliled " The Folly 
of England, and the Ruin of America." 

Thefe firft effufions of refentment and rage, were 
followed by numberlefs attacks from the public 
papers. They arraigned both the juftice and policy 
of the tax ; and reprefented it as repugnant to the 
dignity and wildom of the Britifh nation, and as 
pregnant with every evil that could caufe a long 
and deep repentance. 

Emblems of the moft hoftile fignification were at 
the fame time adopted by fundry news- papers : — 
One of them, in particular, exhibited the figure of 
afnake, cut in thirteen pieces, each one infcribed 
with the name of fome Colony. Thq motto above 
them was " Join, or Die !'* 

The aft itfelf was treated with the moft ignomi- 
nious contemp:. It was publicly committed to the 
flames in feveral places by the inraged jx^pulace, 

together 
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together with the effigies of fuch as were imagined 
to have been its framers and promoters. Ships 
that arrived with ftampecj papers on board, were 
obliged to deliver them up into the cuftody of per- 
fons appointed to prevent their being ufed ; or to 
enter into an engagement that they would not land 
them. The only places where they could be effec- 
tually proted:ed from the fury and infolence of the 
multitude, were men of war and garrifons. 

The perfons who were commiffioned to diftri- 
bute thefe papers, were all, without exception, 
compelled to refign their office, and folemnly pro- 
mife never to refume it. 

But theii" chief refentment was direfted againft 
fiich of their own countrymen as fided with Govern- 
ment, and were aftive in afferting its authority.-— 
They plundered their houfes, deftroyed their pro- 
perty, and ufed their perfons with the utmoft in- 
dignity. 

While thefe outrages were perpetrated by the 
lower claffes, the better fort did not interfere in the 
leaft to prevent them. They faw, with fecret 
pleafure, how well they would be fupported in the 
detertnination they had formed to refill the defigns 
of Great Britain. Some of them did not fcruple 
to fignify in a public manner, that they would pay 
no taxes, but fuch as were laid upon them by the 
legiflature of their refpeftive province. 

The AfTemblies themfelves connived, in faft, at 
thefe tumultuous proceedings, by declining to 
affift their Governors, and other officers invefted 
with lawful authority, either with their advice or 
countenance. They left them to ad: fingly, as 
they might think proper, without giving them- 
felves any concern about the riotsi thofe who ex- 
cited them, or fuch as were the fufferers. 

They foon proceeded farther ; and, from filent 
Ipedators^ became the principal adors in the more 

intgrefting 
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interefting and important fcenes that fucceeded to 
thefe popular commotions. 

Emboldened by what they faw, and what they 
daily heard from all parts of the continent, they 
now ftepped forth, and refolutely avowed their fen- 
timents in the face of the world. They openly 
declared, that the authority aflumed over North 
America was illegal ; and that Great Britain had 
no right to impofe taxes upon them, without their 
own free confent. 

In thefe refolves, the concurrence of the various 
Colonies was univerfal. Never had fuch unanimi- 
ty appeared among them upon any antecedent oc- 
cafion. Though differing in a number of eflential 
points, both civil and religious, there was no dif- 
fenting voice among tbem in their oppofitionto the 
defigns of the Britifh minifby. 

The Colony of Virginia was the firft to begin the 
work of open and formal denial to the requifitions 
of the mother-country. It declared fully and ex- 
plicitly, that the General Aflembly of the Pro- 
vince, together with the King of Great Britain, or 
his fubftitute, had, in.their reprefentative capacity, 
the fole and exclufive right and power to lay taxes 
and impofitioHs upon the inhabitants.; and that 
every attempt to veft fuch a power in any other per- 
fons but thofe conftituting the general aflembly, 
was illegal, uncbnflitutional, and unjuft; and had 
a manifeft tendency to deftroy Britifh, no lefs than 
American freedom. 

The refolves of the other Provinces ran much in 
the fame flrain, and bore evident marks of the mofl 
rooted and inflexible determination to abide by 
them, at all events, and to fl:op at no meafures that 
might become necelTary to fupport and enforce 
them. 

In the mean time, to give efficacy to thefe refo- 
lutions, and to make the people in England feel 
more readily the confequences of their diflatisfac- 

tion. 
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ijon, the merchants and traders entered publicly into 
reciprocal agreements to order no more goods from 
Great Britain, nor even to permit the fale of fuch 
as might be configned to them^ after the expiratioa 
of the prefent year. 

In order tofupply the deficiency of Britifh goods^ 
they now betook themfelves to a regular encourage- 
ment of all forts of domeftic manufactures. An 
aflbciation was formed for this purpofe at New 
York, and through the premiums it offered, quick- 
ly excited the induftry of the numerous emigrants 
that had in the courfe of the preceding years refort* 
ed to America from all parts of Europe. Fabrica* 
fions were fet on foot of fuch commodities as 
could not be difpenfed with ; and, in a little time, 
quantities of the coarfefl and commaneft forts were 
brought to market, and cheerfully preferred to the 
Englilh, tlKDUgh dearer, and of an inferior quality. 

Such was, at the fame time, their zeal and care 
to provide abundantly for the execution of this 
fcheme, that a refolution was taken to abftain from 
the eating of lamb, that no wool might be wanting 
fcr the uie of thofe manufadures of which it was 
the chief material. 

Thofe elegancies which- were of Britifh make 
and importation, were now univerfally laid afide : 
the women did not yield to the men in thefe inftan* 
ces of felf-denial ; and were as exemplary in refuf- 
ing every article of decoration for their perfons, 
and of luxury for their tables. 

Such a remarkable revolution in the difpofitioh 
and behaviour of its colonies, ftruck the Britifh go* 
vernment with the deepeft alarm. They beheld 
multitudes of artificers, of all denominations, oA 
the point of being reduced to the moft deplorable 
diftrefs. They mw the nfa^ifadories, flourilhing 
in fo many parts of the kingdSSstr^, in danger of im- 
mediate deftrudion. The Colonies were computed 
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to take off annually, full three millions worth of 
their produce. The lofs of fo confiderable a branch 
of trade, was ah idea not to be borne with patience ^ 
and yet to perfift in the fyftem of colony -taxation, 
muft inevitably occafion it, with, perhaps, more 
fatal confequences. 

It does not, however, appear that thefe confide- 
rations made much impreffion upon the Mmiftiy 
that had planned and executed the mdafures which 
now threatened fo much mifchief. It is probable 
they ims^ined that, after the firft fermentation wa* 
over, the minds of people would cool, and retura 
of thenifelves to their former ftate of acquiefcence 
and conformity to the will and defire of the parent-* 
date, rather than involve themfelves in an alterca- 
tion that would certainly bring with it a variety of 
diftrefles, and muft neceffarily mtangle them in dif- 
ficulties from which they would not poffibly extri* 
cate themfelves according to their expe<ftations, 

Thofe, indeed, were not only the fentiments of 
the miniftry ; — they were adopted by numbers at 
that time ; and continue ftill to be the perfuafion 
of many to this day* 
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CHAP. 11. 

Repeal of the Stamp J£l. 

WHILE Great Britain and America were 
fufpended in anxious expeftation in what 
manner thefe differences between both would ter- 
minate, the miniftry fo obnoxious to the latter was 
difmiffed, and another fubftituted in its room ; 
whole inclinations and politics were looked upon 
as more favourable to their wifties. 

In the mean time, difagreeable tidings were daily 
arriving from the American continent. After fe- 
verally reprobating, in their provincial aflemblies, 
the regulations contained in the Stamp A6t, thefe 
bodies, in order to confer more weight on their de- 
termijiations, refolved to hold a general congrefs of 
all the cojonies, wherein they might form (uch an 
union as might render them more refpedtable, and 
add more ftrength and weight to the opinions they 
fhould adopt among themfelves, and to the repre- 
fentations they intended to tranfmit to the Britifh' 
Parliament. 

/ This refolution was taken in Auguft, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty- five, and was carried 
into execution in the beginning of Oftober follow- 
ing, at New- York ; in which city was held the firfl 
Congrefs of the American continent. 

The proceedings of this general meeting of the 
Colonies, were conformable to thofe of their re- 
fpeftive afTemblies. They agreed exadtly in the 
fame refolves, and feconded them with petitions to 
the King and to both Houfes of Parliament ; where- 
in they fet forth with great refpeft, but with equal 
firmnefs, the impropriety of laying taxes upon them 

without 
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without their conlentj and earneftly fupplicated for 
a redrefs of the grievances that mull enfue from 
the continuation of the Stamp Adt. 

Thefe petitions, the Americans flattered them- 
felves, would meet with more attention from the 
prefent, than from the late miniflry ; and hereia 
they were not deceived. 

When the Parliament met in January, fixty.fix, 
the tranfaftions upon the American continent dur- 
ing the preceding year, became the fubjeft of the 
moft ferioiis confideration, and occaiioned a multi- 
plicity of debates and arguments.^ 

Nor were the difcufEons without doors lefs ear- 
neft and animated. If the Americans had their op- 
pofers, it is no lefs true that they had their parti- 
fans ; and which were the warmeft and moft vio- 
lent of the two, is hard to decide. 

The propriety and neceflity of repealing the 
Stamp Aa, was ftrongly infifted upon by one party. 
Its inequitablenefs, imprafticability, and, above 
all, its impoGcy, were aflerted with an infinite va- 
riety of reafonings. 

The unanimity with which it had been refifted 
was reprefented in the ftrongeft colours. Traders 
of the lovveft degree, fhopkeepers, and the com- 
morieft retailers, had agreed to drop all bufinefs 
fooner than tranfad it with the ufe of flamps. 

Profefiions, the very exiftence of which depend- 
ed on the continual ufe of them, had thrown up 
their means of fubfiftence, fooner than employ them. 
This was remarkably applicable to the gentlemen 
of the law, who had, upon this critical occalion, 
exhibited a rare example of difintereftednefs. 

So little was the ftamp a6t regarded by the Ame- • 
ricans, that they had univerfally agreed to carry on 
their ufual bufinefs without it ; and fo dreaded was 
their refentment againft all who (hould give it the 
kaft countenance, that on the day appointed for 

the 
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the aft to take place, not a (heet of ftamped paper 
was to be had throughout the colonies. 

The governors of the Colonies riiemfelves, con- 
vinced of the unfurmountable difficulties in the ex- 
ecution of it, had wifely given the matter up, and 
granted certificates to thofe who applied for them, 
of the impoflibility of procuring ftamped papers. 

To thefe arguments others were added of ftill 
more cogency, in the opinion of thofe wlio adduced 
them. 

It was urged that in fome of the moft confiderable 
•places in America, the inhabitants had refolved 
that no remittances fliould be made to England, 
nor any fuit for debt on the part of a refident in 
England be admitted in any court, until the abro- 
gation of this aft. 

A refolution was alfo threatened of flopping the 
exportation of tobacco to Great Britain, from Virgi- 
nia and the contiguous provinces; a meafure which, 
if carried into execution, muft have cut off the 
immenfe fums accruing to her revenue from this 
article, and the vaft benefits arifihg from its re-ex- 
portation to other parts of Europe. 

Befide thefe, other reafons were alledged for aft- 
ing with a gentle hand towards the Americans. 
Coolnefs and prudence pointed out lenient methods 
as far more deferving of notice than fuch as incul- 
cated force and compulfionk 

Taxation and reprefentation, it was affirmed, 
went hand in hand in all equitable governments : 
they were infeparable from the principles of the 
Britifh government. Thefe principles accompa- 
nied, in their fulleft extent, the fubjefts of Great 
Britain, in whatever part of the world" they chofe 
to fettle, under the proteftioi of the mother-coun- 
try ; which, it could not be fuppofed, would aft 
with fuch cruelty as to deprive her children ,of their 
birthri^t, for living in another climate, They 
■ were 
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were therefore entitled to the fame privileges in the 
land in which they dwelt, as the Englifti thenifelves 
in that which they inhabit. 

The dutiful behaviour of the Colonifts on many 
emergencies, was no lefs carefully Ipecified. The 
readinefs they (hewed in the laft war was mentioned 
in the higheft terms of applaufe. The zeal with 
which they had at all times efpoufed the caufe of 
Great Britain, was exemplary, as well as the wil- 
lingnefs they had manifefted in the contribution of 
fupplies, whenever called upon to do it in a fair 
and legal manner. 

Their c6mmerce alone, in the manner it was re- 
gulated by Great Britain, was, agreeably to their 
own aflertion, reprefented as equivalent to the 
greateft and moft produftive taxes. The inceflant 
increafe of that alone was an inexhauftible treafure, 
which would not fail, in time, to eafe the parent- 
ftate of many, if not moft of thofe heavy burdens 
under which it now laboured. 

Such was the general ftile arid nature of the ar- 
guments with which the friends of the Colonifts 
defended their caufe, both by (peeches in Parlia- 
ment, and by publications difperfed and read with 
avidity throughout the public. 

The advocates for the ftamp aft were no left 
ftrenuou^ in its fupport, and in their endeavours 
to refute the arguments and maxims eftabliftied by 
their antagonifts. 

They loudly reprobated that fpeculative ftrain of 
reafoning which carries men out of the fafe and 
clear road of praftice, into the intricacies of mere 
theory. To thefe they imputed the unhappy al- 
tercation concerning the right of impofing taxes 
upon the Colonies, and the notions daily propa- 
gated of the injuftice of levying money frpm the 
fubjeft without his direft and formal confent. 

The various nations that have planted colonies 
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were, faid they, utterly unacquainted with fuch pre- 
tehfions in their colonifts, as were alTumed by thofe 
belonging to Great Britain. They not only expeA- 
ed them to conform to the ancient laws of the mo- 
ther country, but even to accept implicitly of thofe 
which flie might judge proper to enaft for them ia 
particular. 

But allowing the Britifh colonies to be fully en- 
tided to the rights of Britifli fubjefts, it could only 
be in thofe cafes where individuals are concerned in 
their private capacity, or the local bufiftefs of the 
province is agitated. Where the interefts of the 
nvholp empire come under difcuffion, the metro- 
polis, as being- the fupreme head, muft be allowed 
to decide ; otherwife there is ait end of that unity 
which conftitutes, and is neceflary for the exiftence 
of a ftate. As tlie Colonies could not, and did not 
claim a Ihare in that decifion, it appertained, of 
courfe, to Great Britain ; and the only queftion was. 
Whether, in thus deciding on the general concerns 
of tliat immeafe community of which- flie was in- 
4difputably the head, flie had a&ed with wifdom 
and propriety ? 

In order to fhew that Great Britain had not de- 
viated from her ufual juftice and moderation, it was 
obferved, that the condition of the Colonies was 
profperous in the higheft degree : eafe and plenty 
inight be accounted the peculiar attributes of the 
country they inhabited. All hands were contin- 
ually employed, and were abundantly paid for the 
work they did: that the public expences they 
were at for the fupport of their government were 
tnoderate in a degree hardly conceivable, when 
their vaft extent is taken into confideration. 
From the nonhernmoft limits of New Hamp- 
# fliire, to the fouthern confines of Georgia, a fpace 
of near fifteen hundred miles, the fum expended 
for the maintenance pf all the different civil efta- 
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blifliments. in that immenfe traft, did not amount 
:to fourfcore pounds a-year. 

Their church-govexnment might be deemed no 
fort of expence, when compared with that of Eng- 
ia^d. Tithes and finecures were unknown ;- and 
xbat hejivy burden, the poor's rate, never was felt 
among them. 

Proteftion, the great tie between government 
and its fubjed:s^ they had always experienced in 
the moft ample degree. They nevek* hjtd recourfe 
•to Great Britain in the day of need, without ob- 
taining the readied and moft efFeftual afliftance.— 
Whether it was needed for their defence againft an 
enemy, or to forward their domeftic improvements, 
it was always granted with a liberal hand. 

It was noticed at the fame time, that a particular 
fpecies of protection was afforded them ; fuch as 
tixe colonies of no other nation can be faid to en- 
joy. This was the conftant courfe of credit given 
them by Great Britain, without which they never 
could have rifen to that pitch of internal opulence 
which fo juftly excited the adniiration of all who 
had &efx it. When this was duly confidered, the 
tax impofed on the Colonies could hardly be viewed 
in any other light than of a moderate intereft for 
the prodigious funis they were indebted to Great 
Britain, amounting, at the loweft cgmputation^ tp 
four millions fterling. 

As to the plea oi their deficiency in gold and 
filver, it was alledged to be partly, if not altogether 
voluntary. The precious metals may be confi- 
dered as an infbrument, or as an objeA of trade : 
As the firft, wherever they can be difpenfed with, 
they will certainly not be employed, and will be 
refierved for thofe occafions that abfolutely require 
them. As the fecond, they will always give way 
to objefts of greater neceffity. The Colonifts, who 
3u:q incefTantly embarking in exteflfive fchemes pf 
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trade, will always part with them whenever the ad- 
vantages they procure are much greater than thofc 
arifing from their retention, for the mere purpofes 
of circulation. As they are only the figns of riches, 
wherever a fubftitute can be found to anfwer that 
end, it then becomes prudence to ufe them imme- 
diately as objefts of trade, and to convert them into 
fuch materials as will of themfelves be of aftual 
fervice and utility ; the precious metals being fel- 
dom any more than a bare medium to thefe ends. 

The confequence, therefore, of exacting remit- 
tances from them in fpecie, would probably be no 
more than inducing them to take fome part of the 
balance in their favour, originating from their ex- 
tenfive trade,* in current fpecie, as many nations 
are glad to do. This, when the finallnefs of the 
fum to be levied upon them was confidered, would 
prove but a very flight check upon their commer- 
cial fchemes. 

It was ftrongly affirmed^ the hardfhip they fo 
bitterly complained of, that of being taxed without 
their confent, for purpofes about which they were 
not confulted, was groundlefs an<l nugatory. The 
money demanded of them was for their immediate 
fervice ; no intention ever was furmifed to appro- 
priate it to any other purpofe : it was required of 
them merely as their contingent for the general ex- 
igencies of the empire : of which the fureft know- 
ledge, and confequently the moft fkilful repartition 
muft always reft with Great Britain, as thefapreme 
feat of political direftion, and the main fpring of 
every motion where the univerfal intereft of the 
whole was concerned. 

The various emigrations from the Britifli iflands 
were not, it was fuggefted, made with a view in 
the emigrators, to fever themfelves from the fove- 
reignty of Britain : they went forth merely to bet- 
ter their circumftances under the guardianihip, as 

/ it 
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It were, of the mother-country : they had con- 
ftantly an eye to. her proteftive care: they relied 
upon it ; and it was under the imperial banner of 
Great Britain, one may truly fay, that they made 
themfelves refpefted, and became ftrong and flou- 
rilhing. 

Long ufege, it was alledged, militated for the 
prerogative claimed by the Britilfh government. 
The Colonifts, ever fince their firft foundation, had 
peaceably fubmitted to the jurifdiftion of the rul- 
ing powers at home, throughout all the various 
changes and revolutions that had fucceffively taken 
place in Britain, during the laft and prefent century. 
In alt cafes of intricacy, where they could not ob- 
tain a permanent decifion among themfelves, and 
fuch as parties would lufficiently refped: to admit as 
final, they conftantly had recourfe to the Privy 
Council in England, and abided by its determina- 
tion without any further difpute ; notwithftanding 
it adled on thefe occafions entirely according to the 
fpirit or letter of the Englilfh laws, as appeared 
moft equitable ; and by no means in conformity to 
thofe that prevailed in the colonies. 

This right of adling as umpire, was an incon* 
teftible proof that the Colonies had always con- 
fidered this country as intrinifically pofleffed of an 
authority paramount, and fuperior to their own ; 
which was ftill more ftrongly exemplified by their 
punctually recurring to it in the frequeni difputes 
about their refpeftive boundaries, and in the many 
other differences that had, from time to time, 
arifen between the provinces from various caufes ; 
all which had been invariably fubmitted to the 
Judgment of the parent ftate. 

It was fiirther argued, that this pradtice of con- 
ftantly appealing to the powers at home, confti- 
tuted in itfelf an indifputable evidence both of the 
juftice and propriety of acknowledging the fupre* 
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macy of Great Britain over the Colonies. It fhewed 
that it never had been queftioned, and what merited 
no lefs the attention of the Colonies, that it was 
abfolutely requifite, for the prefervation of tranqui* 
lity and good order throughout the American fet- 
tlements, where endlefs jars and confufions would 
neceffarily enfue, without the interpofition of a fo- 
*vereign controul, or to prevent or pacify them. 

There was ftill another confideration, faid they, 
of which the inhabitants in the colonies did not 
feem aware. The government over them was de- 
legated ; and the conduct of. their governors and 
ruling men fubjed: to revifal and cenfure at home. 
This rendered the condition of individuals much 
inore eafy, from the confcioufnefs of obtaining re-» 
drefs in cafe of ill ufage, than if thofe who ruled 
over them were accountable to no fupericwr trlbu* 
nal. The weight of government was hereby dirni-* 
nifhed, in proportion as they who cxercifed it were 
amenable to a ftill higher court. 

Would the Americans, it was aiked, relinquilh 
the folid advantages they now enjoyed, for a mere 
appellation ? the price of this would be much 
greater than they apprehended. Were they to dif- 
claim the authority ot the parent-ftate, and take 
upon them the rifk of ftanding on their own ground, 
at a diftance from the fhelter and affiftance of Great 
Britain, they would foon experience an oppreffive 
alteration at home, and a mortifying difference 
abroad. 

Inftead of that quiet and undifturbed enjoyment 
of the gains of their induftry^ which was now their 
peculiar lot, they would then be loaded with thofe 
manifold. burthens which all ttates muft fubmit to, 
that afpire at making a figure of importance and 
refpeftability. Impofitions of every kind would 
follow fuch a meafure. In lieu of that moderate 
income, which now fufficed for the purpofes of a 

govern- 
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government of which the demands were but fmall, 
they would then have a rank and title to fupport, a 
national dignity to maintain, and a complication of 
inierefts to defend. All this would require large 
revenues, and would foon teach them the difparity 
between trade carried on without domeftic incum* 
brances, and guarded in all parts of the world by a 
powerful protestor, and a commerce liable to per- 
petual exactions on a variety of accounts, and whofe 
profits muft neceflarily undergo immenfe fubtrac- 
tions^fpr the current and indifpenfable fervicepfthe 
ftate. While their internal profperity met with 
thefe unavoidable obftruftions, they muft not ima- 
gine that their affairs would flow in the fame eafy 
channel abroad as heretofore. They well knew 
that nations are, like individuals, treated with com- 
plaifance or with roughnefs, according to the means 
they poflfefs of returning benefits, or of refenting 
injuries. The refpeft they now met with through- 
out the various quarters of the world where they 
carried on their trade, was in confequence of the 
refpeA which the power and influence of Great Bri-i 
tain ^commanded all over the globe. When once tha 
national are apprized of a feparation between 'them, 
and that Great Britain no longer interefts herfelf in 
their behalf, they will inquire into the nature of 
their eftabliftiment, and fcrupulouily meafure the 
extent of their power before they decide among 
themfelvqs upon what footing to confider ihem. 

Nor ought the Americans to flatter themfelves, 
^at this examination of their ftrength and conditioa 
would be flight and fuperficial : they to wliom fuch 
a taflc would be committed, muft be careful for their 
own fakes to acquit themfelves wit4ii diligence an<J 
exadnefs ; and they would be furnilhed with fuffi- 
cient means. The world is' no longer in thpfe unen^ 
lightened thue?, when from the general difcuflion 
of ignorance and barbarity, knowledge was difiicuk 
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to obain. The fpeedy communication fubfifting be- 
tween all cultivated nations, foon renders them 
thoroughly known to each other, whenever it be* 
comes requifite to make fuch inveftigations. What- 
ever lifts the Americans may hold out for the infpec- 
tion of foreigners, thefe will not be long in dif- 
covering, that with all their exaggerations, and 
notwithftanding the pains taken to reprefent them 
as a numerous people, in the immenfe tra&s they 
occupy along a coaft extending fifteen degrees of 
latitude from the north-eaft to the fouth-weft, there 
does not exift above one million feven hundred 
thoufand white inhabitants, even according to theif 
own account; which is well known to be calculated 
to imprefs the world with a much greater opinion 
of their ftrength than is juftly founded. 

According to the proportions eftabliftied by po- 
litical writers, three parts in four of this number 
confiftiof women and children ; and of the remain- 
ing fourth, one half may reafonably be reputcld, 
through age, infirmity, and the various accidents 
concomitant on nature, incapable of taking an ac- 
tive part in the defence of their country. Thus 
the men able to bear arms will amount to little more 
than two hundred and fourteen thoufand. 

To proceed with all imaginable impartiality, were 
it to be allowed that this number will fufBce to 
guard their coafts, repel invafions, and fupply the 
many other calls of civilized fociety, it is granting 
as much as can be expedled ; many will probably 
think more than ought to be done, confidering the 
prodigious extent of that coaft, the perpetual inter- 
feftion of mighty rivers, running at fliort intervals 
from each other, and dividing the provinces in fuch 
a manner, as to render it eaiy for an enemy to cut 
off their n^utual communication. Add to this the 
boundlefs regions lying behind them, and inhabited 
by a fierce and yet unfubdued foe ; between whom 
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and them an everlafting enmity muft fubfift, whofe 
inveteracy is animated by every motive that can ac- 
tuate the heart of man, and fill it with irreconcil- 
able, and at the fame time with well-grounded 
hatred. 

But fuppofing them well provided for home de- 
fence, in what manner will they, with fo flender a 
population, be adequate to any confiderable exer- 
tions abroad ? Veffels may be eafily equipped for 
• the purpofes of trade ; but the manning of a fleet 
is a tafk of ferious magnitude : none but opulent 
ftates, well flocked with riches and inhabitants, arc 
equal to luch an undertaking. Whatever the fu* 
ture deftiny of the Colonies may be, their condi- 
tion at prefent does not permit them to cherifli any 
reafonable expeftations of becoming, before a length 
of time, formidable at any diftanee from their own 
country. 

The confequence will be, that the ftates of Eu- 
rope ftanding in little awe of their difplei*fure, will 
not treat them with that complaifance, nor (hew 
them that favour they will poffibly require at their 
hands. They will feize thofe pretences to make 
them pay largely for commercial advantages, which 
are fo readily fqund when eafy to enforce ; nor will 
, they, at the fame time, exprefs much readinefs in 
procuring them compenfation for the injuries they 
may juftly complain of. 

The remotenefs- of their fituation from this he- 
mifphere, will always prevent that fpeedy com- 
munication with thofe powers in confederacy with 
them, which is fo requifite, and often fo critical 
in a political correfpondence. Tranfadlions miy 
happen of which the quickeft intelligence is ab- 
folutely neceflary for the accomplilhment of the 
ends propofed by a connexion with them. Hence it 
will not arife from policy, fo much as good for- 
tune^ 
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tune/ that alliances with them may prove bene^ 
ficial. 

The truth is, that European politics are too £ur 
off for Americans to mix in them with any regu- 
larity oiF co-operation. Nature interpofes with an 
immenfe ocean, and bids them, as it were, to refl 
contented with a commercial communication, with- 
out becoming parties in feuds, by which they have 
nothing to gain, and much to loie. 

Is it not wifer, therefore, for the Colonies to re- 
main in a gentle fubjeAion to Great Britain, which 
for its own fake, would never lay a heavy hand upon 
them, than to truft to the precarious friendfliip of 
Other hations ? Thefe, without the fame motives 
of condefcendence to their difpofition, will involve 
^ them in difficulties, in which they will leave them, 
on any pro(pe6t of conveniency to themfelves, to 
tombat and furmount, without affording them any 
afliilance, however abfolutely requifite, or folemnly 
ftipulated. Self-intereft on thofe occafions will 
ftifle all other confiderations ; and thpfe ties of con- 
ianguinity and reciprocal affeftion that unite Great. 
Britain to her colonies, not fubfifting between thefe 
and their new allies, connexions will be formed and 
dilTolved betwixt people fituated at fuch a diftance, 
with equal inconfideratenefs and facility. 

The ill policy of cafting off the connexion with 
the parent date, appearing in fo evident a lights 
it was to be hoped, for the happinefs of the colo- 
nies, that they would open their eyes to the dan- 
gers they would run by embracing fo fatal a mea- 
fure, which would certainly tend to throw them fuc- 
ceffively into the hands of powers not more inimi- 
cal to Great Britain than eager to make themfub- 
fcrvient to their own felfifli ends, and ready to la* 
crifice them the moment thefe were attained. 

If it behoved the colonies to attach themfelves 
fordially to Great Britain, it was no lefs incumbent 
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on them to place that confidence in h^r wifdom 
which men fhould in prudence do iq thofe they 
have chofen for their chiefs. Great Britain is, by 
her pofition, placed, as it were, on an eminence, 
from whence (he furveys every part of the Britifti 
empire. She perceives objefts at an immenfe dif* 
tance, which the inferior. ftation of her dependen- 
cies cannot difcover : they muft neceflarily depend 
upon her vigilance for information ; and muft, of " 
courfe, be guided by her diredlion. 

The faft is, that while the provincial aflemblies 
acknowledge thcmfelves fubordinate to the BritiQi 
government, they muft, in reafon, truft to herma- 
^nagement in all the great aiffairs of ftate. Unac- 
quainted with the intrigues that agitate the Courts 
of Europe, and ignorant of the fecret defigns that 
are lurking in the cabinets of minifters, they arc 
not competent to the bufinefs of obviating difficul- 
ties, and warding off dangers. This is the dut]^ 
of fovereigns and their minifters : they alone have 
the means of penetrating into the recefles of poli- 
tics, and of unravelling that clue of dark meafures 
wherein the intentions of flatefmen are hidden : fa*- 
gacity alone is not fufficient to efFeft this ; other 
methods muft be employed, fuch as apply to the 
paflions of men, and fuch as princes and their dele- 
gates are moft expert in uling.. 

The proportional ftrength of every member of 
an empire is only known to its head. Beyond the 
limits of its own jurifdidtion, no colony was able to 
pronounce, with any certainty, on the real fituation 
ot any province in the empire. Every one refcrved 
the documents that led to this knowledge for the 
infpeAion of the miniftry at home : this alone 
knew, exclufively, their rcfpedive circumftances, 
and could form a proper idea of the meafures to 
be adopted for the relative benefit of them all. 

This duty had hitherto been performed by Great 
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Britain, with the univerfal approbation of the C9I0* 
nies, and to the admiration of all Europe. Her 
judicioufnefs and forefight in the treatment of them 
were unexampled, and had raifed them to a fum- 
mit of felicity which no other colonies had ever at* 
tained. 

Why, therefore, fhould the ftep flie had recently 
taken, be reprobated with fo much violence, be- 
fore a fair trial had been given it ? The wifdom of 
it might, upon experience, be found equal to any 
preceding regulations. 

Until this unhappy day, the injunctions of Great 
Britain, though reaching to a multitude of cafes, 
and comprehending every^branch of commerce and 
adminiftration, had been received with all defe- 
rence aiift refpedt : no cavils nor queftions had arifen 
concerniAg her right and authority to frame them. 
As emanating from the fupreme feat of l^iflative 
power, they were duly fubmitted to ; and no fuf- 
picions were harboured of their being fraught with 
«n oppreffive tendency. 

Reftriftions and confinements in every branch of 
trade, were neceffary for the benefit of all traders 
in general : they were a partial evil, to which they 
all fubmitted for the univerfal* good. In England, 
various limits are afligned to feveral branches: the 
conviftion of their utility filences all complaint ^ 
and they are admitted by all parties, however they 
may appear repugnant to their immediate interefl. 

Conformably to this idea, which is founded on 
the ftridtefl equity, the limitations that accom- 
panied the American trade, by circumfcribing 
It within certain bounds, gave ita body and flrength 
which it would probably lofe, were it fufFered to 
range at large without any controul : fuch an indif- 
criminate licence, inftead of aflifting the prc^refs 
of trade, might create fuch a competition between 
the mother-country and its dependencies, as would 
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in time end, if not in the deftruftion, at leaft in the 
enfeebling the trade of both. 

The proverb which teaches, that by grafping at 
too mdch, a man may lofe what he already' poffef- 
fes, was peculiarly applicable to the Americans. 
They enjoyed linder the prefect fyftem a multitude 
of advantages, which were daily encreafing. They 
had no reafon to repine at the luperiority of Great 
Britain; they had hitherto received no injury from 
it ; they had, on the contrary, found it a neceflary 
friend on very trying occafions. A ftriking proof 
that it was not a luperiority of real and internal 
happinefs, appeared in the comparative condition 
of the inhabitants of theinother-country aniJithol^ 
of its colonies. Here no wretchednefs wajjlcnown ; 
every man, in the emphatic phrafe (w j|cript\ire, 
lived under his fig-tree and his vine :• Hunger and 
nakednefs kept at a diilance, and no mendicants 
were feen throughout the land. But -Was it fo in 
Britain ? How h^ppy , could the anfwer be made in 
the affirmative. 

The fuperiority, therefore, fo much boafted of 
in the parent-ftate, was a fuperiority of ftrength 
and efforts to guard and defend all its dependencies. 
Great Britain had fo thoroughly exerted itfelf in the 
dilcharge of this important duty, that flie had there- 
by brought herfelf almoft to the brink of ruin. 
True it was, that in the profecution of it, (he had 
raifed herfelf to the highft pitch of glory ; but in 
that, all her colonies had a {hare : the luftre fhe had 
obtained was powerfully reflefted upon them ; and 
they experienced both the honours and the benefits; 
of being members of the Britilh empire, while flie 
alone paid the immenfe, price of all this glory. 

Such was the general tenor and purport of the 
iiumberlefs fpeeches and arguments ufed on this me- 
morable occafion.. Never was more eloquence dif- 
played than by the fpeakers on each fide of this im* 

portant 
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portant queftion. It was confidered refpeftively as 
thecaufe of America, on the one hand, and of Great 
Britain, on the other ; and was accordingly pleaded 
by both parties with a warmth and ability worthy of 
fo great a fubjeft. ^ 

The debates on this aft lafted two months;* when 
it was repealed, to the univerfaljoy of the people of 
England . 

But that party which had framed it irt the pre- 
ceding, and fupported it in the prefent feffion, con- 
demned this repeal as an inftance of weaknefs in 
the miniftry, and as a heartlefs fubmiffion to the 
pleafiire of the colonies, \yhofe pretenfions would 
now increafe, when they faw that a dread of their 
power and a fear of difobliging them, began to 
operate in England. 

The idea of their inability to pay the tax requir* 
cd, they reprefented as totally falfe and groundlefs. 
As a proof of the flouriftiingnefs of their circum- 
fiances,^ it was fpecified, that of the debt they had 
contrafted during the late war, near eighteen hun- 
dred thouland pounds had been difcharged in the 
courfe of only three years ; and that they had pro- 
vided funds for the difcharge of their remaining 
incumbrances of this nature, amounting to be! 
tween (even and eight hundred thoufand pounds^ 
in the fpace of two years more. 

This plainly (hewed they were fully able to levy 
the fum exaded by the ftamp aft, which was, in 
truth, a very moderate impofition, and was not ex- 
pefted to exceed the fum of one hundred thoufand 
pounds annually. 

To thefe allegations it was replied, that notwith- 
ftanding thefe appearances, the Americans wereal-- 
ready loaded as much as they could bear; that the 
very difcharging of the fums above-mentioned, was 
a very heavy weight upon them, and fhould be 
jconfidered as a juft argument for not exafting more 

at 
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at the prefent ; in. the mean time the regulations 
made by the late miniftry were greatly felr, and 
operated in the nature of a lirge tax, though not 
fiypially laid upon them as fuch. 

It was further aflerted, that the reprefentationf 
brought up from all parts of the kingdom, werfe 
undeniable proofs of the detriment that had been al- 
ready caufed, and would continue to its manufac-* 
tories^ if that aft remained in force. That it was 
more confident, therefore, with policy and with hu- 
manity to repeal it, than to involve. Great Britain in 
a quarrel for fo infignificant a confideration as the 
eventual produce of a ftamp ad, and to fuffer fo 
many thoufands of indufbrious and ingenious tndU 
viduals to want fubfiftence. 

In addition to thefe reafons, it was furmifed that 
other fubftantial caufes might be affigned for the 
readinefs (hewn to comply with the requeft of the 
Colonies. The houfe of Bourbon, though filent, 
was not inadlive in ftrengthening the bonds of its 
reciprocal compaft. The difgraces and humilia- 
tions that had been heaped upon her in the late war, 
could never be obliterated from her remembrance. 
There was no doubt that (he would feize the firft 
opportunity that oiFered, to take the moft fignal 
vengeance on the BdtiQi jiation ; and who could 
tell whether (he was not only watching how (he 
might improve, but whether (he had notf (ecretly 
excited the prefent difturbances between Great Bri* 
tain and her Colonies. 

To confirm thefe in(inuations, the fulpiciousj 
behaviour of the French was adduced, in witb^ 
holding the payment of the Canada bills, fo faith- 
fully promifed at the conclufion of the peace, to- 
gether with the afFeded delays of the Spani(h Court 
in putting ofFthe fcttlement of the Manilla ranfom. 
Both thefe were objefts wherein the national honour 
wa« cfTeAtially cpncerned: the cpndud of thofc 

powers 
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powers was inexcufable ; and it was not probable 
they would venture to ad in (o flighting a manner^ 
were they not convinced that difficulties would 
flioitly arife, to prevent Great Britain from infift* 
ing upon their doiqg her complete juftice. 

As to the weaknefs and fubmxffion of the minif- 
try to the Colonies, it was anfwered that a difco- 
very of error Ihould be followed by an immediate 
receding from it, without confulting the preju- 
dices of falfe honour. Every ftep had been taken, in 
order to arrive at the reality of the fituation of Ame- 
rica, and every man had been conlulted whofe 
knowledge and experience of that country intitled 
bim to credit* Aftex examinations and confulta- 
tions upon the minuteft circumftances relating to 
every Britifh colony in America, the relult had 
been, that the laying on the ftamp adt was a mea- 
fure equally ill timed and ill advifed. There were 
not at this prefent day fufficient means for the peo- 
ple I here to comply with the terms fpecified by 
the adt. Wealth they undoubtedly had ; but it did 
not confift of gold and filver in the fame propor- 
tion as they are found in other countries ; to levy 
the payment of this tax in the manner propofed, 
would occafion more diftrefs imong them than was 
conceivable in England, where the plenty of the 
precious metals enabled every body to have fome 
ihare of them. 

There were alfo other material objedlions againft 
the carrying of this aft into execution. The people 
in the colonies thought themfelves treated with 
great and unufual feverity by the various ordi- 
nances relative to their trade, that had taken place 
previous to the ftamp adt. As they had been rigo- 
roufly enforced, and were at the fame time deemed 
highly injudicious and oppreffive by the people of 
England as well as of America, thefe were the more 
deeply exafperated at them s and were not therefore, 

in 
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in a difpofition to receive frefli burdens with the 
fame willingnels they had formerly teflified. To 
have recourfe to compulfion would prove bad po- 
licy : it would indifpofe them ft ill further, and be 
the means of ftill greater oppreffion than the former, 
without anfwering perhaps the intended end ; as in 
fo extenfive a country, where towns and habitations 
are often at a great diftance, and the inhabitants 
thinly fcattered, they would by various ways be able 
to elude the payment of the tax. 

An impofition, therefore, that came accompa- 
nied witTi fo many difficulties in the execution, and 
produced fo much ill blood, did not deferve fup- 
port. The fooner it was repealed, the fooner the 
mifchiefs it had already produced, would be re- 
paired and forgotten. - It were imprudent in the ex- 
tremeft degree, to covet, on the one hand, a trifling 
revenue that muft be extorted through violent me- 
thods, and incur the rilk, on the other, of lofing 
an immenfe balance of profit, flowing with eafe and 
regularity through long accuftomed channels of 
trade) and which by the benefits accruing to the par- 
ties concerned, bound them to each other by the 
ftrong ties of intereft, and cemented that natural 
friendftiip and mutual benevolence between the peo- 
ple of Great Britain and America, which no motives 
whatever (hould, in found policy, be permitted to 
interrupt. 

The Americans had been accufed of intemperate 
proceedings ; of having afted with an unbecoming 
degree of warmth, and treating with indecency the 
lawful commands and authority of the mother- 
country. This was a harfh accufation to be level- 
led indifcriniinately upon a whole people colleftive- 
ly. True it was, that among the lower fort inftances 
of heat and violence had happened, which could 
not be excufed ; but they were not approved by the 
better. A mob is nowhere to be contained within 
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bounds. What tumults had lately been frequent 
in England, even in the metropolis, at the very- 
doors of Parliament, in the prefence of Majefty it- 
felf 1 Were the military to be let loofe on this ac- 
count ? and was an undiftinguilhed puniflimtnt to 
be inflidted on the innocent as well as the guilty ? 
Such meafures might be confident with the prin- 
ciples of fome of the defpotic courts on the Eu- 
ropean continent, but were by no means admiffible 
in a country of freedom, fuch as England ; where, 
it was juftly prefumed, the majority of the natives 
felt for the Americans almofl as much as for them? 
felves, and would not fee them delivered up to the 
difcretion of the military, without efpoufing their 
caufe, even if it were lefs defenfible than it appeared 
at prefent. 

On a cool review of what the Americans had 
done, it was no more than what the people of Great 
Britain had fet them frequent precedents of, on fi» 
ihilar occafions. It proved, in faft, that they were 
endowed with the fame difpofition, and poffeffed of 
the fame fpirit. This certainly was in itfelf no mif- 
fortune nor blemiOi ; it was a charafter the natives 
of this ifland gloried in ; it was, in truth, the foun- 
dation of their liberty. To the efFeds arifing from 
this caufe, they were indebted for the excellent go- 
vernment of which they fo juftly boafted ; to be de- 
firous of repreffing fuch a temper in their American 
brethren, was equally abfurd and unjutt. The Ame- 
ricans fprung from the fame ftock, and inherited 
all the qualities of their forefathers : it was no won- 
der, therefore, they Ihould imitate them, and copy 
clofely after their example; it ran, as it were, in 
their blood ; and if it was a fault, it was common 
both to the European and American Englifh. But 
it was no fault ; or, at worft, a happy and glorious 
one; fuch as they might juftly pride themfelves in. 
To criminate the inhabitants of the Britifti Colonic? 

for 
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for the confeqiiences refulting from principles which 
were cherilhed and honoured in the mother-country, 
was unworthy o£ the fentiments and feelings of men 
who adopted thofe principles in their fiilleft latitude, 
and among whom the confequences they naturally 
gave birth to, had made their appearance upon al- 
moft every occafion that had the leaft tendency to 
provoke them. 

In private altercations, the party that manifefted 
the greaieft coolnefs, was, in the nature of things, al- 
ways the fureft: of coming off with the greateft ad- 
vantage. In purluance of this maxim, it behoved 
Great Britain, for her own fake, tp avoid all precipita- 
tion in regard to her Colonies. Notwithftanding the 
ill humour they had fliown. Great Britain was, in fad:, 
the aggreffor, and had occafioned it by exercifing 
her authority with too high a hand. The true me-, 
thod of keeping fubjefts in a difpofition always to 
obey, was by relaxing the reins of government 
whenever, through inadvenence, or any other caufe, 
they had been drawn too tight. The chief fault 
of the rulers of nations, was their propenfity to exert 
their power upon too many occafions. The art of 
governing happily, was not to govern too much i 
and to leave mankind as much to their own liberty 
of conduft as might be compatible with the gene- 
ral intereft of the community. This rule had not 
been obferved in refpeft of the Americans i too clofe 
and narrow an infpeftion had lately prevailed in all 
their coAcerns. It was this conduct that exafpe- 
rated them ; it was this conduft, therefore, that re- 
quired alteration on our part. As England had be- 
gun the difference, it became her to put an end to 
It, by a ceflation of thofe demands upon America, 
which were fo grievous and intolerable to her:— 
though (he might be able to comply with them, yet 
as her compliance muft either proceed from cocr* 
cion, or, at beft, be attended with univerfal mur- 
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mur and difcontent, it equally became the natural 
generofity of the BritiQi nation, as well as the con- 
ftitutional lenity of its government, to give way to 
the defines of the Americans, were even policy and 
intercft not to diftate fuch a condefcenfion. 

But waving thefe motives, was it equitable to 
pretend to a more thorough knowledge of the con- 
dition America was in at prefent, than that of the 
wifcft heads among them ? From the examination 
of one of the moft judicious men, and able politi- 
cians that or any other country ever produced, it 
had appeared that the tax in agitation w^s utterly 
imprafticable ; and if infifted upon, would prove the 
moft ruinous meafure ever purfued by Rngland, 
with refpeft to her Colonies. The veiy attempt to 
eftabliQi it, had confiderably alienated the refpedt 
and the attachment they had always profefled for 
England, and all that belonged to it. Before that 
fatal meafure had been adopted, the temper of Ame- 
rica was lo favourable to England, that the ftrongeft 
predileftion and partiality was entertained for what- 
ever bore the name of Englifh. Our manufactures, 
our fafhions, our tafte, were everywhere predomi- 
nant ; OUT ideas, cuftoms, and manners, were adopt- 
ed with a filial and implicit reverence ; a native of 
Britain was treated with peculiar kindnefs, and 
even allowed a tacit preference to themfelves, while 
his behaviour correfponded with his character in 
life. 

But fince the framing of that odious meafure, this 
affeftion had been much impaired : the Americans 
began to confider the Englilh in the light of a peo- 
' pie, whom they had a right to fufpeft of arbitrary 
defigns upon them ; and could not therefore behave 
with the fame cordiality to the individuals of that 
country as heretofore. 

They had formerly confidered the Englifh Par* 
liaments as the fure protedors of American liberty, 

and 
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and always fpoke of that body with the profoundeft 
veneration : they looked upoa it as a fliield of de- 
fence againft the oppreflion of wicked minifters, and 
confidently relied on its affiftance in the redrefs of 
any grievance they might complain' of. 

But this confidence and refpeft was much dimi- 
niftied by the different treatment they had lately ex- 
perienced. Inftead of the mildnefs and complaifance 
that aflembly was wont to exprefs towards America, 
the affairs of that country were now, it feems, no 
longer a favourable objed: ; and its profperity was 
viewed rather with an unfriendly and jealous eye. 

They once were free to lay their reprefentations 
before Parliament, with a full fecurity they would 
be duly attended to ; but times were now fo unhap- 
pily changed, that when they applied, with all re- 
verence and humility for its interpofition ii;;i their 
behalf. Parliament refufed even to receive their pe- 
titions. 

In confequence of this feverity of condudt, the' 
Tefentment of the Americans was fuch, that it was 
vain, to expedl a return of good-will, or of commer* 
cial intercourfe, without a repeal of the adt in quef- 
tion. This was the purport of the petitions addreffed 
to Parliament; and unlefs they pet with acceptance 
and (uccefs, that refentment would never fubfide, 
and its effedls would continue in fpite of all endea- 
vours to prevent them. 

Whatev€^r might be the opinion of the abettors 
of the late minifterial meafures, America flood in 
no abfolute need of Britifli manufaftures. Thofe 
that are the mofl ufeful and necefTary, fuch as cloths 
and woollens, iron and fleel ware, and other articles 
of equal utility and importance, they had already 
begun to manufafture with fuccefs, and would, in 
a fhort time, arrive at no fmall degree of perfection 
in thofe branches of workmanftiip. 
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In thofe arts that contribute to convenieftcy or 
elegance, they had not made fo much progrels; 
but the people of America were very far from de- 
ficient either in point of induftry or ingenuity j and 
had already produced fuch fpecimen^ of both, as 
rendered it evident, that with encouragement, they 
would fpeedily attain to a confiderable degree of ex- 
pertnefs. 

But however inelegant and coarfe the produdtions 
of the American artifts might be, the people of Eng- 
land would, as adtual experience had already taught 
them, find that no alhirements of fuperior finery, or 
even of cheapnefs, would carry off their manufac- 
tures in the American markets, or even fuffer them 
to be admitted there. 

The merchants in America, though a numerous 
body of men, were comparatively a handful to the 
vaft aggregate of the various otlier parts of the com- 
munity. Thefe were chiefly compofed of farmers 
and cultivators of land : men wholly taken up in 
rural occupations ; in clearing the ground, and im- 
proving- the foil, or in rearing flocks and cattle* 
Thefe were a race of men little acquainted with any 
wants which they were not able to fupply of them* 
felves. They lived in primitive fimplicity: what 
they wore was chiefly wrought within their own 
doors { they flood in no need of fhops or warehoufes 
lor the purpofe of luxury. , Thefe were not a peo- 
ple whom the deprivation of BritiCh goods could 
afFea. 

If, through a continuation of the fyftem taken 
up^in England, the Americans fhould on their fide 
periSfl in a refufal of Englifli importations, they were 
not in the leaft apprehenfive of diflrefs for their 
hufbandmen and planters. Inftead of felling timber 
and fowing of grain for exportation, they would, 
on the failing of thefe refources, betake themfelves 
to other means of fubfifting : they would leave their 

fields 
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fields and forefts, and, inftead of ploughmen, would 
become artificers. 

Nor let the enemies to America imagine that ma- 
terials would be deficient. The wool of their flocks 
could, in the fpace of two or three years, with pro- 
per management, furnifh a fufficient quantity for 
the demands of all America. The quality, though 
fomewhat inferior to that of England, was of re* 
markable finenefs. Flax they abounded in : immenfe 
quantities of flax-feed were annually exported to 
Ireland from Philadelphia and New York, 

Iron they .were provided with in equal plenty j 
and had among them numbers of workmen per- 
fedly converfant in the manner of working it to the 
beft advantage. Thus they were prepared to face 
every difficulty that might apfe from the interrup- 
tion of commercial fupplies from Great Britain. If 
this interruption (hould continue any time, they 
might become fuch proficients in trades and han- 
dicrafts of all kinds, as not only to raife a fufiiciency 
of neceflaries for their conlumption at home, but 
even to produce a flock adequate to the demands of 
the French and Englilh Weft Indies, and of Spanifh 
America ; with whom their nearer proximity would 
enable them to carry on fuch a trade, on much more 
advantageous terms to both parties, than the diC 
tance of Britain could afford. 

All thefe were matters of ferious confideration to 
the people of England, and fhould induce them to 
put a flop to the pernicious fchemes that were going 
forwards, before their evil confequences arofe to a 
degree beyond remedy. 

There was another ground of complaint among 
the Americans. They were mifreprefented, in a 
manner equally injurious and indecent. They were 
defcribed as void of loyalty and gratitude ; as earn- 
cftly folicitous to profit all they could by the gene- 
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rofity of the mother-country, and yet unwilling to 
beftow their due (liare of co-operation. But did 
fafts in anywife countenance fo grievous an accu- 
fetion ? Did not America, in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding war, raife an army of twenty-five thoufand 
men, and maintain them at its own expence ? The 
troops fent from Great Britain did not amount to a 
larger number. In the war antecedent to that, they 
fupplied the Britifh expeditions againft Spanilh 
America with feveral thoufand s of their beft men, 
and exerted themfelves with equal bravery and fuc* 
cefs againft the French in North America. The 
recapitulation of fuch fafts was not made by way of 
reproach, but proceeded from thie neceffity of render- 
ing the Englifti duly fenfible of their miftake, in 
taxing America with a defedt of good-will. 

The laft^war, it was faid, was undertaken purely 
on account of America. ' But how diftant from 
truth was this affertion ! It rofe from a conteft 

^ about the hmits of Canada and Nova Scotia. This 
conteft was heightened by the encroachments of the 
French upon the right of the Englifh to trade in 
the country on the Ohio. This trade was carried 
on with Britifh manufadures, by faftors, whofe 
correfpondents refided in England. Thus^ it was 
Undertaken for the defence of the BritiQi mercan- 
tile intereft, in the inland parts of America, where 
the commercial intercourfe with the native Indians 
depends chiefly on the goods remitted from Eng- 
land. 

It was not hereby intended to infinuate, that 
America did not look upon herfelf as bound to ef- 
poufe the quarrels of Britain : on the contrary, flie 
was proud of being confidered as a faithful partner 
of Britain, in all her enterprizes ; as a partaker of 

. her dangers, as well as of her fuccefles j and was no 
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kfs interefted in all that befel her, than (he could 
poffibly be hetfelf. 

Were a war to break out in Europe from caufes 
wherein America had no particular concern, ftill tlie 
Colonies would zealoufly take up arms, and fur- 
nifli their pecuniary contingent, on a requifition from 
Great Britain. This was no more than they had 
always done. They were ready to do it again, and 
to manifefl. the fincereft attachment, by every kind 
of proof that lay in their power, while the parent- 
ftate called upon them for that purpofe in a con- 
ftitutional manner, as had always been praftifed 
heretofore. 

Such was the purport of the fentiments and opi- 
nions of the celebrated Dodtor Franklin, upon his 
examination before the Houfe of Commons. — 
They contained, altogether, a body of information 
worthy of that aflembly's notice, and were produftive 
of a friendly dilpofition towards America, that con- 
tributed not a little to the repeal of the ad fo obnoxi- 
ous to that people. 

. But the two chief fupporters of their caufe were 
Lord Camden in the Houfe of Peers, and Lord 
Chatham (then Mr. Pitt) in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. The firfl: had been lately raifed to the Peer- 
age with the univerfal applaufe of the nation, of 
which he had acquired the higheft efteem and re- 
fpeft, by his conduft while at the head of one of the 
moft important departments of the law. His argu- 
ments were decifively in favour of the Americans, 
and carried with them a weight and refpeftability 
that rendered them efFeftually fetviceable in their 
caufe. 

The Houfe of Commons had long been witnefs 
of the' talents for oratory poffeiTed by Mr. Pitt ; but 
he difplayed theni on this occafion in a manner that 
will never be forgotten by thofe who were witnefles 
of his exertions on that memorable day. He fpoke 

with 
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wiih that boWnefs of thought, that originality of ex- 
preffion, and that impetuofity of eloquence, which 
charafterized him in fo lingular a manner, and which 
fo few were able, or dared to encounter. — Such was- 
the impreffion he made upon his auditors, and the 
public at large, that the repeal of the ftamp-aft was 
determined, jind a majority of the nation concurred 
in appix)ving this determination. 

This famous bill was ftrongly oppofed, however, 
in the Upper Houfe ; and, on its palling, no leCs 
than thirty three Lords entered a proteft againft it, 
couched in ilrong terms, and fupported by forcible 
arguments. 

Here the difpute between Great Britain and its 
Colonies feemcd to promife an entire ceflation. 
Their defires had been complied with in the moft 
ample manner ; and nothing had been omitted to 
teftify the fmcerity with which the parent-ftate wilhed- 
to live on the moft friendly terms with its American 
dependencies. 

But the judgment of thofe who had predifted 
that the conceffions of Great Britain to America, 
inftead of laying that turbulent fpirit which had 
lately broke out among them, would, on the con- 
trary, increafe it, began to be verified in many in- 
flances. 

Thofe who, during the late troubles, had fhown 
themfelves friends to the Britifti government, were 
become objeds of general diflike. While in Eng- 
land the heats, occafioned by the difference of opi- 
nion concerning the ftamp aft, were gradually fub- 
fiding, in America they feemcd to have laid the 
foundation of an irreconcileable hatred to fuch as had 
pot fided with the popular party. A faftion now 
evidently appeared to be formed, refolutely bent to 
feize every occafion of diminilhing the power and 
influence of the mother-country* It was the more 

danger- 
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dangerous, as it adted with apparent refpedt and 
attachment to Great Britain, though it confided at 
the fame time of her well-known enemies ; men, un- 
happily for her, whofe abilities went hand in hand 
with their enmity. 
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CHAP. III. 

Continnance of the D'ljfentions in America. 

THE inhabitants of the immenfe dominions pof- 
fefled by Great Britain in America, though 
the fubjeOis of one power, and generally originating 
from the BritiQi iflands, were, notwithftanding, 
very different from each other in their charafter, dif- 
pofition, ideas, cuftoms, manners, religious and po- 
litical notions. 

•The people dwelling in the four provinces of the 
country called New England, are the defcendants of 
thofe determined repubUcans, who, as already ob- 
ferved, fled from England, in order to enjoy their 
own notions of government and religion, unmolefted 
by the hand of power. — They retained the hatred 
of their forefathers to kingly authority, and were 
always eager and violent in their oppofition to it, on 
the leaft fufpicion of its harbouring defigns to exceed 
its limits. 

One may, without offering violence .to truth, con- 
fider them as the life and foul of that oppofition to 
Great Britain, which has terminated in its lofs of the 
extenfive empire of North America. 

The Colony of New York, together with that of 
Jerfey, is chiefly inhabited by the pofterity of the 
firfb founders of that fettlement, who were Dutch, 
and who have left the general outlines, of their cha- 
racter to the people of that province, induftry, fru- 
gality, and an affiduous perfeverance in the means of 
thriving. 

Pennfylvania contains a flill greater mixture than 
the two former. Two-thirds of the inhabitant's con- 
fift of Germans, Dutch, and other foreigners, of 
feveral denominations : a hardy and laborious race, 

who. 
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who, driven partly by poverty, and partly by perfecu- 
tion, to this friendly retreat from both, have by pati- 
ence and toil, rendered that large country one of the 
moft fertile and plentiful in the new world. 

A numerous proportion of that peaceable and in- 
ofFenfive feft, the Quakers, poffefles a confiderable 
fhare of Pennfylvania ; of which the illuftrious Pena 
was the original founder and proprietor. 

In both Carolinas, multitudes are of foreign extrac- 
tion, and retain the refpedtive temper and difpofition 
of their progenitors. . 

in Virginia and Maryland, the primitive adven- 
turers were perfons, in general, of a relpedlable cha- 
rafter ; poffefled of property, and irreproachable in 
their morals, of a loyal turn, and firmly attached to 
die mother-country. 

But in procefs of time, this happy frame of mind 
has undergone a great change, owing to caufes eafily 
traced by refleding men. For many years thefe two 
provinces have been, as it were, the fink where- 
in England has poured all the vice and iniquity 
of which the laws could rid this ifland. Felons of 
all denominations, convifts exempted from the fe- 
verity of jufl:ice, individuals of infamous charadler, 
profligates in Ihort of both fexes, and of every com- 
plexion, have been fenc in flioals to people thefe two 
Colonies, 

The confequences have proved, as it was fore- 
feen, by all perfons of difcernment, highly injurious 
to the reputation of both thefe provinces. They 
abound in men of a licentious fpirit, averfe to legal 
controul, and of an audacioufnefs that is not to be 
flattered by the deference and awe that are due to 
civil authority. 

It was firft in Virginia the fl:andard of defiance to 
Great Britain was hoifted, as it were, in due form, 
by the taking of thofe refolutions in the general af- 
fembly, that have already been mentioned. This 

was 
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was a decifivc meafure, and emboldened all the Co-^ 
lonies to come into public refolves of the like 
natu re. 

Such being the temper and difpofition of the Co- 
lonifts in general, it was not furprizing that they 
Aiould be keen and eager in the difcovery and pur- 
fuit of whatever appeared to be their immediate in- 
tereft, and jealous of what might thwart it. To this 
it was owing, that notwithftanding the repeal of the 
ftamp aft, as the other regulations previous to it had 
not alfo been repealed, they continued in a difcon- 
lented mood -, which, though repreft for a while from 
a fenfe of the condefcenfion Ihewn them in that par- 
ticular inftance, foon broke out in a manner that 
convinced thinking people it would finally be at- 
tended with the mofl fatal confequences. 

When the flamp aft was repealed, the miniflry 
who took that flep, confcious that they were, in 
faft, flooping to the Americans, thought themfelves 
obliged, at the fame time, to pafs a bill declaratory 
of the fupreme fovereignty of Great Britain over 
all her Colonies, and of her competency and right 
to make laws and ftatutes to bind them in all cafes 
whatever. 

By the fame declaration they annulled all the re- 
folves and proceedings of the Provincial Aflembliej 
that tended to claim any authority in their refpcftive 
diftrifts independent of that of Great Britain, efpeci- 
ally the fole and exclufive privilege of impofing taxes 
and levying money. 

This declaratory aft, though confidered at home 
as necefTary to maintain the dignity of the Britifh 
Governinent in the midfl of fo much conceffion, 
was beheld by the Americans in quite another 
light* It was deemed a refervation of claims and 
pretences, to be brought forth and enforced when- 
ever a favourable feafon occurred. This greatly di- 
minifhed, in the ideas of the Americans, the com- 

plaifance 
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plaifance of England. She appeared ratlier to tem- 
porize, than to yield, with a good grace, to the dc- 
iires they had fo earneftly expreffed. 

The little impreflion made in America by the 
lenity of Great Britain, was manifefted on the very 
firft occafion that prdented itfelf; an act had been 
pafled by the adminiftration, to which they were fo 
much obliged ^providing the troops cantoned through- 
out the Colonies, withTuch neceflaries in their quar- 
ters, as were indifpenfable for their comfortable fub- 
fiftenre. In dirett violation of this aft, theaflembly 
of Nfew York paffed another aft, whereby the mode 
of executing the former was altered, and one of their 
own framing fubftituted in its room. 

When the news of this refraftorinefs and difre- 
fped: was brought to England, it excited no lefs 
indignation than furprize; it was evidently calculated 
to fhow that Great Britain had no condefcendence 
to expeft, on the part of its qolonies, either in mat- 
ters of greater or lefler confequence, the prefent 
objeft was of the latter kind; yet fuch was the 
ill humour prevalent among them, as to cavil 
about a compliance founded upon the moft obvious 
neceflity. 

In the heat of refentment for fuch undutiful be- 
haviour, fevcre meafures were at firft propofed in 
Parliament ; but upon weighing the matter delibe- 
rately, the moderation that chai*afterizes the Englifli 
Government, diftated more conciliatory methods qf 
proceeding. In order to fupport the dignity and 
fupremacy of the Britilh legiflature, without pro- 
ceeding to extremities, and yet to make the Colonies 
fenfible of its determination, not to recede from its 
juft rights, a bill was brought in, by which it was 
enafted, that the legiflative power of the general af- 
fembly of New York, (hould be totally fufpended, 
until it fully complied with dl the terms of the aft in 
queftion^ 

At 
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At Bofton the fame refradory difpofition equally 
prevailed, Notwithftandlng the equitablcnefs of 
granting due compenfations to fuch as had fufFered 
from the licentioufnefs of the mob, during the riots, 
on a^Tcount of the ftamp adt, it was not without diffi- 
culty the general afTcmbly was induced to acquit 
themfelves of their duty. 

All thefe proofs of an unruly difobedient temper, 
roufed at laft the fpirit of the people in power at 
home ; they began to think it was neceffary, by fome 
vigorous aflertions of the rights of Great Britain, to 
convince the Colonies that it had by no means given 
up thofe claims of paramount authority, which it had 
exercifed without oppofition during fuch a number 
of years. 

In purfuance of this idea, the Parliament pafled an 
aft, impofing duties on tea, paper, painters colours, 
and glafs, imported into the Britifh plantations ia 
America. 

This a6t was received in the Colonies with no lefs, 
if not more difapprobation than that which impofed 
the ftamps. The populace renewed its abufive 
behaviour, and the better fort immediately agreed 
to give it the mod open and determined oppo- 
fition. 

To this purpofe, ^meetings were held in all the 
principal towns ; wherein it was refolved, to beftow 
exdufive encouragements on the manufadures car- 
ried on in America, andtoleffen the importation and 
ufe of foreign commodities: a particular enumeration 
of thefe was made, which was chiefly levelled at the 
articles that came from England. 

In the mean time, a circular letter was fent to 
every Colony by the Aflembly of MafTachufet, 
which openly took the lead in this recommence- 
ment of a regular oppofition to Great Britain, in- 
viting them to join in a communication and harmo- 
ny of fentiments, exprefling their diflatisfaftion at 

the 



/• 



LATE WAR. 8l 

the conduft of the Britifh miniftry, and aflertlng in 
the ftrongeft terms the injuftice and impropriety of 
its prefent treatment of the Colonies. 

During the courfe of thefe unhappy altercations 
between Great Britain and America m 1768, one of 
the mod unfoi:tunate circumftances attending it, was 
the enmity fubfifting b^etween the provincial Af- 
fembly of Maflachufet and its Governor. He was 
unqueftionably a man of abilities \ but was con- 
fidered as a fecret foe to the caufe of America, ancj 
as a fworn champion of the royal prerogative. In 
this light he met with a conflant feries of obftruc- 
tions in whatever he undertook. Bickerings an4 
difputes followed each other uninterruptedly, and 
he had all the violence of a party to contend with 
that was animated with as much inveteracy againft 
his perfon, as with hatred to the meafures he fup* 
ported. 

The conteft was of courfe carried on with an eye 
to both thefe objefts : perfonal rancour was evi- 
dently at the bottom of many, if not moft, of jthofe 
perpetual reprefentatioas and remonftrances with 
which they never loft the opportunity of aflailing 
him. Neither can it be denied that, feeling the 
ftings of their animofity, he often retorted it, and 
treated them with an afperity correfponding jo their 
own. 

The confequences of this diflention were fatal to 
the parties chiefly interefted in the great (jueftions 
then in agitation. Great Bfitain and America owed 
many of the altercations that arofe, and much of the 
antipathy fubfifting between them, to the mutual 
ill-will of the Governor and the Houfe of Repre-. 
fentatives. 

The new afts of the Britilh legiflature renewed 
and afforded frefli materials for the ill-humour of . 
both. All bounds of ixioderation were now forgot- 
ten in the violence with which the Affembly thwarted 

Vol. I. No. II. F * him. 
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him. As the obftinacy of the Colonies had highly 
exafperated the Britifh adminiftration, the Governor 
was ordered* to acl with vigour and refolution, and 
by no means to (how any difpofition to yield to riiem, 
as formerly. 

As the circular letter from the Affembly of Maf- 
fachufet had given particular offence, and was viewed 
as an intention to raife an univerfal confpiracy 
throughout the Colonies againft Great Britain, he 
was inftrufted to require, in the moft pofitive and 
peremptory terms, that they (hould refcind the re- 
folution which had produced that letter, and declare 
their difapprobation of that ftep as proceeding from 
temerity and precipitation. 

Previous to this requifition, he had communicated 
to the Affembly a letter written to him from Lord 
ShelbUrne, then Secretary of State, and which con- 
tained feveral expreflions that (howed how difagree-. 
able and offenlive their conduft appeared to the 
Britifh niiniftry. 

' The Affembly was highly exafperated at the con- 
tents of this letter ; and accufed him of having mil^ 
reprefented them at home in his official difpatches, 
copies of which they infifted he fhould produce, if 
he meant to clear himfelf of the imputation they 
charged him with; otherwife they fhould confider 
him in the odious light of a fecret calumniator. 

On his refufal of thefe copies, they wrote letters 
to the miniflers in England, wherein they excul- 
pated theftifelves from the charges of the Governor, 
and reprefented him as guilty of mifreprefentation 
and partiality. They accompanied thefe complaints 
with warm remonflrances againlt the late acts of Par- 
liament, as unconflitutional, and fubverfive of the- 
rights of Britifh fubjefts. 

Defpairing of being able to pacify men whofe 
violence feemed at the prefent moment incapable 

of 
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of management, he thought it prudent to adjourn 
the Aflembly, that they might have leifure to cool, 
and ponder with fome degree oF temper on the fteps 
they intended to take in the bufinefs that was (hortly 
to become the fubjeft of their deliberations. 

In the fpeech accompanying this prorogation, he 
gave a full vent to his difpleafure at the behaviour 
of the leading members of the Aflembly, whofe 
ambitious and popular views he reprobated with 
great freedom, and whom he defcribed as niuch more 
aftuated by faction than by any real concern for the 
public. 

la the mean time, to counterbalance the circular 
letter addrefled by the province of Maflachufet to 
the other Colonies, another circular letter, was writ- 
ten to every Provincial Governor in America, by 
Lord HilWborough, lately preferred to the new ap* 
pointment of Secretary of State for the American 
department. 

This letter was intended as a refutation of the other, 
which it reprefented as calculated to miflead the 
public, and fill it with groundlef§ jealoufies and fuf* 
picions of the defigns of Great Britain, as tending 
to inflame the minds of men with unjuft refentments, 
and to excite them to unite in opposition to the law- 
ful authority of the parent-ftate. 

Such was the fituation of affairs when Governor 
Bernard made the requifition above mentioned. 

Some people are of opinion, that had there re- 
mained the leaft inclination to meet the wiflies of 
the miniftry, fo as to put an end to the altercation 
between Britain and her Colonies, a medium on 
this occafion might have been found by the Aflem- 
bly of Maflachufet, to reconcile their own rights 
and importance with the fuprcmacy and dignity of 
the SritiOi Parliament. Conceflions might have 
been made, which would have faved the honour of 

F % Britain, 
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Britain, without derogating from the freedom of the 
Colonifts. 

But this opportunity of reconciliation was rejected 
ivith Itiore unanimity than was expefted. When the 
queftion to refcind the refolutions of the former 
houfe was put, it paffed in the negative by a divifion 
of ninety-two to feventeen. 

. It has been furmifed, that this refufal was in a 
great meafure occafioned by their being made ac- 
quainted with the confequences that muft follow it. 
They were told that, in cafe they did not comply, 
they were immediately to be dilTolved. Upon this 
information, after confulting together the fpace of 
a week> thiey defired a recefs might be granted thern^ 
in order to advife with their conltituents. The denial 
of this exafperated them, and they forthwith cartie td 
the above determination. 

They concluded by writing a letter to Lord Hillf- 
borough, to juftify their proceedings, and by fend- 
ing to the Governor a meflage of the fame ten- 
dency. They delivered themfelves in both with 
the utmoft freedom of thought and expreffion. 
They infifted upon the propriety of the circular 

* letter ; that they had a right to communicate their 
fentim^nts to their fellqw-fubjefts upon matters in 
which they were all jointly concerned : that it was 
the unddubted privilege of the Colonies to unite 
in a petition to the throne for the redrefs of their 
grievaiices. They reprobated, with great warmth, 
the requifitidn to refcind the refolutions of the for- 
mer houfe; calling it unconftitutional and unpre- 
cedented : they complained of the epithets beftowed 
on their condudt through the fiiggeftions of their 
fccret enemies ; and that while they were doing no- 
thing but what was perfedily juftifiable, they fhould 

, be.accufed of harbouring feditious defigns. They 
did not fail, at the fame time, to remonftrate againft 

the 
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the late afts, ^s fubverfive of the principles of liberty^ 
and as highly oppreflive to America. 

But they did not flop here. Inflamed with refent- 
ment againft the Governor, whom they confider(s4 
as their capital enemy, and th^ prime caufe of the 
difpleafure exprefTed againft them, they drew up ^ 
lift of charges, of which they reprefented himgili|ty^ 
with much heat and acrimony, declaring him unfit 
to continue in the ftation he was invefted with, md 
petitioning for his immediate removal. 

The behaviour of the Aflembly of Maflachufet 
was like a fignal and example to the other Affemblies 
of the American continent. They treated thp 
circular letters, written to each of them by the" Se- 
cretary in the American department, precifely iff 
the fame manner. They unanimoufly voted a4- 
drefles to that AlTembly, expreflive of their apprp- 
bation and concurrence in all its meafuj'es. They 
wrote to the American Secretary in the fame ftile j 
approving and juftifying, in the moft forcible tprms, 
the condudt of the Aflembly at Bpfton, and con- 
demning the purport of his own letter with the moft 
explicit freedoni. 

To fli0W, at the fame time, that they did not 
mean their diflatisfadtion fliould evaporate in mere 
complaints, they renewed their former combination^ 
againft the ufe and importation of Englifli goods, an4 
agreed to vend or purchafe none that fliould arrive^' 
after fuch as had been ordered previpufly to the e?Cr 
piration of the prefent year. From this agreeroeot, 
articles only of indifpenlable neceflity were excpptpd f 
and it was to hold good till the late afts were entiirely 
repealed. 

The diflTolution of the Aflembly of MaCachufet 
had been preceded, a few days befo/e, by a grejat 
tumult at Bofton. A veflTel belonging to o^e of the 
principal merchants there, was fei^ed by order pf 
the Board of Cuftoms, in confequenge of having 

F 3 neglected 
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heglefted to comply with the regulations in force. 
She was conveyed, fof fecurity, under the proteftion 
of a man of war, then lying in the harbour. Here- 
upon the populace affembled, and treated the Com- 
miflioiiers of the Cuftoms very outrageoufly, break- 
ing the windows of their houfes, and burning the 
Colledlors boats. 

Dreading further ill ufage, the officers of the cuf- 
toms judged it necefTary to take (belter in Caftlc 
William, fituated at the entrance of the harbour, 
where they refumed the funftions of their office. 

In the mean time, the people of Bofton held fre- 
quent meetings, the ilTue of which was a remon- 
ftrance to the Governor, afferting, as ufual, rights 
and pretenfions contradiftory to the authority of the 
Britifli legiflature. Among other requefts, they 
made one of a very Angular and unprecedented na- 
ture, which was, that he would take upon him to 
order the King's fhips out of the harbour. 

The Hcentioufnefs of the people became daily 
more outrageous and ungovernable. It refembled, 
in many inftances, the fpirit of violence exerted by 
the republican party during the tumultuous sera of 
the civil wars in England in the laft century. . 

Inflamed by the machinations of thofe among 
them who had fecret ends to accomplifli, the 
commonalty began to throw off all decency and re- 
ferve, both in their words and aftions. They 
fpoke with the higheft irreverence of the greateft 
perfonages in Britain 5 and their publications teemed 
with paflages deftruftive of all fubordinarion to 
its fovereignt}'' over them. They feemed, in fliort, 
to have thrqwn afide all refpeft for their mother- 
country, and to have transferred their regard and 
obedience to their own aflemblies exclufively. 
Thefe they dignifiecj, occafionally, with the title 
of Parliament ; and .confidered them as lawfully in- 
vefted with fufficient rights and powers to govern 

them 
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them independently of any other interference what- 
foever. 

In the midft of thefe diforders, news arrived 
from England, that the foleirnn petition they had 
tranfmitted thither, to be laid before the King, had 
not been prefented to him. The Colony- Agent 
had not been fufFered to deliver it ; objed:ions 
being made that he was not duly authorifed for 
that purpofe, having been only appointed by the 
Aflembly, without the Governor's concurrence. — 
This report contributed not a little to excite uni- 
verfal murmurs, and to add to the ill blood and fe- 
ditious difpofition already prevailing among all 
clafles. 

Government bethought itfelf, at length, of mak- 
ing the Colonies fenfible, that it would not fub- 
mit any longer to be braved and infulted in the 
execution of its authority. To this intent, troops 
were ordered to repair to Bofton, in fufficient num- 
bers to intimidate the refradory, and to fupport the 
well-affecled. 

On receiving this intelligence, the town of Bofton 
exprcffed the utmoft furprize and alarm. Now it 
was, faid they, that the real defigns of Britain began 
to manifeft themfelves. Their liberties were now to 
be trampled upon by an unri^erciful and barbarous 
foldiery ; and themfelves devoted to deftruftion, in 
cafe of refiftance. 

They aflembled in the town-hall, and drew up 
a petition to the Governor, intreating him to call 
a General Aflembly, that the province might in- ' 
ftantly refolve what meafures were proper to be 
adopted in fiich critical circumftances, for the peace 
and fafety of the country, and to prevent thofe. 
heart-burnings and infurreftions. that might pro- 
bably be occafioned by the rumours of a military 
force approaching to overawe the inhabitants, and 
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compel their obedience to laws to which they were 
averfe. 

But they were difappointed in their demands : 
, the Governor gave them to underftahd, that it was 
no longer in his power to convene a Provincial Af- 
fembly, until he had received the King's confent; 
the purport of his laft inftrudlions being, that he 
Ihould wait for orders from England, where the mat- 
ter was then under confideration. 

Upon this refufal of the Governor, they deter- 
mined to call an Affembly themfelves, under the 
name of a Convention. Preparatory to this purpofe, 
k Comtnittee was appointed by the town-meeting, 
to take into fpecial* confideration the prefent ftate of 
the province. This committee began by a long 
enumeration of their rights, and of their various 
infradlions. They refolved, that the introduction 
of an armed force among them, in oppofition to 
their confent, was contrary to law. This refolu- 
tion, they afferted, was ftriftly conformable to the 
fpirit of the Englifli constitution, which forbids the 
keeping up of an army, without the confent of 
Parliament. They appealed to the fame fpirit for 
the propriety of hoicking frequent Parliaments; and, 
in confequence, refolved that a Convention (hould 
be furnmoned, in the fame manner as the General 
Aflembly. 

But die mod remarkable meafure adopted by 
this meeting, was a requifition to the inhabitants 
to put themfelves in a pofture of defence againft 
any fudden attack of an enemy. This requifition 
diey founded on a late apprehenfion, as they ftated 
it, prevailing among many, of an approaching rup- 
ture with France. 

This was certainly the boldeft ftep that had ever 
yet been taken in the Colonies. The intention of it 
w?is obvious to the world, as well as to themfelves ; 
and it was cafy to perceive what were the final aims of 
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thofe who had given birth to, and fomented with fb 
much pains, the diflradions and difturbances through- 
out the Colonies. 

The feleft men of the town of Bofton were di* 
redled to write circular letters to all the other towns 
in the Colony, acquainting them with the refolution$ 
that had been taken, and exhorting them with the 
utmoft earneftnefs to concur with firmnefs and fpeed 
in the decifions made by the meeting. 

Such was the unanimity of oppofitlon to Great 
Britain throughout this populous province, that 
out of ninety-feven towns, of which it confifted, one 
only refufed its concurrence. This was the town of 
Hatfield ^ the inhabitants of which had the courage 
to diflent from the fentiments of their countrymen, 
and openly to fignify their difapprobation of dieir 
proceedings. 

Their anfwer to the circular letter inviting them 
to unite with the reft, was conceived in terms, which 
for the judicioufnefs and (pirit of the arguments they 
conveyed, were juftly efteemed at the time, a com- 
pofition highly honourable to thofe who framed it. 
It fully juftified the njoderation it recommended, 
and reprefented in their trueft colours, the ledi- 
tioufnefsand infatuation of thus bidding open -defi- 
ance to Great Britain, and of flying to arms with- 
out neceflity; which could only tend to accele- 
rate mifchiefs and mifcries, which coolnefs and tem- 
perance of behaviour would be moft efficacious to 
prevent. 

The condudt of the inhabitants of Hatfield made 
no other imprejSion on their countrymen than to ex- 
cite^their contempt of it, and their fufpicion that it 
was influenced by motives of pusillanimity, or ih- 
tereftednels : an accufation which they were always 
ready to fix on all who deviated from thofe violent 
piethods of ading which they had fb long adopted, 

and 
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and looked upon as the only means that were proper 
to be employed in the prefent exigencies. 

As foon as the Convention was met, it fent a 
deputation to the Governor, to affure him that 
their intentions were entirely pacific ; that they did 
not confider themfelves as anywife invefted with 
powers of government ; that their fole aim was to 
deliberate together, in a friendly manner, what mea- 
fures would prove conducive to preferve public 
tranquillity in the prefent critical fituation of their 
affairs. 

They did not forget, however, to opmplain of 
grievances, and of the imputation of difloyalcy un- 
der which they unjufHy laboured in England ; ear- 
neftly defiring that he would confent to the meeting 
of a General Affembly, as the fureft and mod con- 
ftitutional remedy they could have recourfe to in 
their prefent diftrefs. 

But the Governor remained inflexible in his de-» 
nial of their requeft; advifing them ferioufly to re- 
fledb on the dangers they were expofing themfelves 
to, by continuing affembled in defiance of law.— 
He exhorted them to defift from fo unwarrantable 
a condudt, and quietly to feparace, before he found 
himfelf obliged, as the Reprefentative of the Crown, 
to affert its prerogatives in a more decifive manner. 
He told them they might reft affured, that Great 
Britain was determined to maintain her fovereignty 
unimpaired, and would find means to infure obQ-* 
dience. 

In anfwer to the Governor's admonitions, they 
replied, that the Convention could only be viewed 
as a private affembly of perfons, met to confer ami- 
cably on their concerns. In that light, which was 
the only one they claimed, no criminality or refrac- 
torinefs could be imputed to them. 

To this fecond meffagc the Governor would give 
no audience ; alleging, that to grant them any 

hearings 
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hearing, would be admitting them to be legally af- 
fembled, and might tend to confer a weight .and im- 
portance, on them, which he wholly difavowed. 

The Governor's firmnefs difconcerted them : — 
They contented themfelves with drawing up a re- 
port of their proceedings;- which, contrary to the 
•ftile they had ufed hitherto, was conceived in terms 
of remarkable moderation. After mentioning the 
motives of their meeting, and difclaiming all public 
authority, they recommended entire deference and 
fubmiflion to government, and a refpeftful depend- 
ence on the wifdom and equity of the King and 
his minifters, for a juft and timely redrefs of their 
grievances. 

They added ftrong proteftations of their readi- 
nefs to affift in their feveral capacities, in the main- 
tenance of good order, and to co-operate with the 
civil government in the fuppreflion of all irregula- 
rities. 

They concluded by a circumftantial reprefenta- 
tion of their own conduft on the prefent occafion, 
and of every tranfaftion which related to it. This 
was done by way of apology, and to obviate or di- 
minifli the finifter impreffions which the violence of 
their late proceedings might have occafioned. It 
was tranfmitted to their agent in London, who was 
carefully inftrufted to make the beft ule of it for that 
purpofe. 

The day whereon the Convention broke up, was 
marked by the arrival . of feveral tranfports with 
troops, under the convoy of fome (hips of war. 
There were difficulties at firfl: about quartering them. 
As Caftle William was fufficiently roomy to accom- 
modate them, objedlions were flarted to their ad- 
miflion into the town, wh^re no barracks had been pre- 
pared for their reception. But this difficulty was luck- 
ily removed by fitting up fome houfes that were to 
be reputed barracks, and in which they were to be 

admitted 
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admitted on that footing, in order to obviate any pre- 
cedent of their being quartered in private houfes. 
On thefe conditions they came on fhore, and- were 
allowed the provifions ufual to be furnilhed by the 
Colony in fuch places. 

This arrival of a military force feemed to have 
thrown a damp on the fpirit of turbulence that had 
reigned fo Iqng uncontrouled. As it was now ima- 
gined, that having once begun. Great Britain would 
continue to aft with vigour, thofe who before had 
been the open promoters of oppofition, began to 
think it neceflary to proceed with caution, and to 
aflume an appearance of moderation. 

But the tranquillity efFeded by this meafure was 
unhappily of no long duration* A concatenation 
of untoward caufes, produced a feries of incidents 
that foon put. an end to the expedlations that had 
been formed, of feeing a ceiSation of this unhappy 
conteft. 

The late condudt of the Province of Maifachu- 
fet had given great offence in England. It was re- 
prefented in Parliament, as an atrocious violation 
of the dignity of the Britilh legillature, and as an 
explicit denial of its authority. The public was 
anxious, in the mean time, to fee a period of thefe 
difputes, convinced that they would, if not foou 
terminated^ occafion mifchiefs of a very ferious na-* 
ture. 

The two parties that divided the Britifli nation 
on this fubjedl, fubfifted flill in their full force.— 
Thofe who had at the commencement of the dif- 
pute recommended coercive meafures, adhered to 
their former opinion with unabated warmth ; and 
fuch as preferred lenity and condefcendence, were 
no lefs ftrenuous in maintaining the juftnefs of their 
lentiments. 

In this perpetual conflid of ideas, the people at 
large engaged, as before, with equal earneftncfs. — 

Thus 
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Thus the altercation continued in Britain, as well 
as in America, with as litHeligns of coming fpeedi- 
ly to any conclufion. It was this circumftance, 
principally, that kept up the fpirit of diflention in 
America. Had the Britifli nation been firft and lad 
of one mind on this matter, Lord Chatham's afler- 
tion in the Hpufe of Commons would have been 
verified, and the refiftance of America would only 
have provoked her deftruftion. But the clalhing of 
private interefts in Britain, gave a ftrength to the 
pretenfions, and an importance to the tranfaftions 
jn the Colonies, that perplexed the councils of the 
nation, and rendered them fluftuating and inde- 
cifive. 

As theoppofition in America was attended, on the 
contrary, with unanimity, and conducted by perfons 
of great abilities, it was not furprifing that they 
Ihould make the moft of the divifioris prevailing 
among the ruling people in Britain, and take all thofe 
. advantages that neceflarily accrue to an enemy from 
the difunion of his antagonifts. 

Such has conftantly been the perfnafion of the judi- 
cious and difcerning, ever fince the commencement 
of this conteft. 

Thus, notwithftanding the refolutions taken from 
time to time by the Britilh miniftry, to force the 
Americans to obedience, as the Colonies were well 
acquainted with the inftability of people in power, 
they cherifhed no groundlefs hope, that in the fre- 
quent changes of the miniftry, one might ai laft 
arife favourable to their pretenfions, and inclined, for 
the fake of tranquillity, to make the conceflions they 
demanded. 

In this expedtation, it was not furprifing they 
fliould continue to harrafs every adminillration ihat 
proved hoftile to their demands. 1 hey had done 
it hitherto with fuccefs, and doubted not, through 
perfeverance, to gain the point they propoled. 

_ Such 



94 HISTORY OF THB 

Such was the refpeftive fituation of Great Britain 
and America, at the opening of the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-nine; when a new 
fyflem appeared to have been formed in regard to 
America, and a determination taken to change the 
lenity and forbearance hitherto exercifed, into feverity 
and compulfion. 

In purfuance of this determination, an addrefs 
was prefented to the King by both Houfes, wherein 
they pafled the fevereft cenfures on the behaviour of 
the Aflembly of Maflachufet; the various refolu- 
tions it had pafled derogatory to the claims of the 
Britilh legiflature, were declared to be null and void, 
irhe circular letter it had written to the other Colo- 
nies, inviting them to join in a copimon petition 
againft thofe claims, was condemned as illegal, uncon- 
llitutional, and unwarrantable in a people who ac- 
knowledged themfelves fubjedts to the Crown of Great 
Britain. It was no lefs reprobated as injurious to 
the Britilh nation,, and evidently calculated to fpread 
difcontent and create factions inimical to the parent- 
ftate, and diredtly fubverfive of its fovereignty over 
the Colonies. 

The town of Boflon in particular, by this addrefs, 
was reprefented as the feat of inceflant ponfufion. 
Riots and difturbances daily fucceeded to each other ; 
and the inhabitants were become fo unruly and tu- 
multuous, that no refped: was paid to civil govern-- 
ment. The officers appointed by the Crown in the 
various departments of public fervice, did not any 
longer dare to attempt the execution of their duty. 
The magiftrates, inftead of exerting themfelves 
for the reftoration of good order, remained paflive 
fpeftators of thefe tumultuous proceedings. It was 
time, therefore, for the executive power to injterpofe, 
in order to effeft that by force, which could not be. 
compafled by lenity. 

It 
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It was declared in this addrefs, that the proceed- 
ings of the people in their town-meetings were un- 
lawful and feditious ; that their appointment of a 
Provincial Convention, and their letters to the feve- 
ral towns, requefting them to eled deputies to that 
intent, were deftruftiveof all government, and tended 
to eftablifli an authority independent of the Crown, 
The meeting of the Convention itfelf, was a daring 
ufurpation of power, and a xnanifeft defiance of the 
Britifli legiflature. 

This addrefs exprefled, at the fame time, a full 
concurrence in the meafures that had been taken to 
reduce that town and province to the obedience due 
to Great Britain. It promifed a firm fupport of all 
the meafures neceflary for that end ; and concluded, 
by advifing that an exemplary punifhment Ihould be 
inflifted on the authors of the late diforders. In 
order to do this the more fpeedily and effeftually, 
it was propofed that Governor Bernard might be in- 
flrufted to tranfmit the fulled information he could 
procure, of all treafonabfe adls committed in the 
Colony of Maflachufet within the foregoing year, 
fpecifying the' perfons moft adtive in their perpetra- 
tion, that a commifTion might iflue from the Crown, 
to inquire into and determine upon the guilt of the 
refpeftive offenders, within the hmits of this realm, 
in conformity to a ftatute made in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, (hould fufficient ground appeai: 
to warrant fuch a method of proceeding. 

Notwithftanding this addrefs was voted by a great 
m^ority, yet it was flrongly oppofed; and a multitude 
of arguments were adduced, to fliow the danger, as 
well as the impropriety of uling coercive methods in 
-America. It was alleged that Great Britain, having, 
by the repeal of the rtamp aft, renounced all ideas 
of compujfion, it ought, confidently with its honour 
and juilice, to have perfiiled in that plan which, at 
all events, was the fafeft. 

The 
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The Colonifts had been taught to believe, that the 
policy of Great liritain would henceforward induce 
her to fecure the loyalty of the Colonies through 
afts of beneficence, and carefully to abftain from 
laying fuch impofitions upon them as did not ac- 
cord with the fyftem they had formed upon the fub- 
jedt of taxation. It was not furprizing, therefore, 
that finding themfelves deceived, they fhould feel 
and ^xprefs a refcntmeat which had certainly (bme 
foundation. 

Encouraged by the irrefolution of our politics, 
and the inconfiftency of our councils, they had been 
guilty of irregukirities which were not to be excu- 
fed. But they who accufed them of rebellion, fliould 
confider, that when people are led into errors and 
milbehaviour through the fault of others, thefe are 
principally anfwerable for the mifchiefs that are com- , 
mittcd. 

The temper of the Americans had been tried :—» 
Experience had fhown, ^hat in fome cafes they were 
obftinately determined to adhere to tlieir own opi- 
nions. It would have been wifer, therefore, to have 
made no fecond trial after failing in the firft. 

There were a variety of objeds in America to 
which the views of the minillry might be profitably 
direfted, without felefting thofe precifely from which 
no emolument could accrue, and the profecution of 
which was avowedly attended with danger. The great 
objed: in view was the right of taxation: but were 
it not more pnident for Great Britain to lay that fpe- 
culative point entirely afide, and confine herfelf to 
what long experience had proved was pradticable, 
and void of all perplexity ? 

There were inflances without number, wherein 
the acquiefcence of the Colonies might be depend- 
ed on : — Why fliould one wander from them in 
fearch of thofe where it was clear they would remain 
inflexible ? 

Popular 
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Popular prejudiices (hoiild not be combated, when 
the viftory over them would coft more than it was 
worth. Thus, allowing the Americans to att upon 
a wrong principle, flill, as it was deeply fixed, to em* 
ploy violent methods in the cure of it, would be 
like tearing up a tree by the roots, in endeavouring 
to clear it of fome noxious/branches* 

But whether the Americans were right or wrong, 
was no longer a queftion. An idea was now taken 
up, that the dignity of the ftate muft, at all hazards, 
be fupported. This was indeed an argument of fome 
weight ; and was in itfelf an objeft deferving of at- 
tention. But was it not equally proper to confider 
well the occafion upon which a nation's honour is 
to be aflerted ? Was the nation's dignity, any mor^d 
than her intereft, concerned in the enforcing of a 
tax univerfally odious to them upon whom it was 
impofed, and the produce of which did not de- 
ferve the pains and expence that would be required 
to raife it ? 

The Americans were a keen and intelligent peo- 
ple. They clearly faw that the principal intent of 
the duties laid upon them, was to raife a fund fof 
the gratification and recompenfe of thofe among 
them who were willing to co-operate in minifterial 
meafuresw They could not therefore be expedled 
to fubmit, unlefs they were compelled by a force 
fuperior to that which they would be able, and pro- 
bably would not fail to exert, in oppofition to any 
fuch attempt. 

But of all feverities, none could furpafs chat of 
bringing delinquents in America to be tried in Bri* 
tain. This was evidently repugnant to the fpirit of 
the conftitution. It was renewing thofe unhappy 
times when tyranny and cruelty were feated upon 
the throne, and fported with the liberty and life of 
the fubjed. Of all obfolete ftatutes, thofe made 
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in the bloody reign of Henry the Eighth, (hould laft 
of all be recurred to at the prefentday. 

What juftice, what humanity could warrant the 
tearing a man away three thoufand miles acrofs the 
feas, to be tried for an offence of which at laft he may- 
be found innocent, but for which, by this mode 
of trial, he is previoufly made to fuffer? Remote 
from his natural friends and connexions, deftitute 
ef fupport and advice, he is delivered into the hands 
pf power, and tried by a jury of ftrangers, perhaps 
under its influence, and who cannot be fuppofed to 
feel the fame intereft for him as they would for one 
of themfelvcs. 

In anfwer to thefe objeftions, the adherents to 
adrhiniftration ftill contended for the neceflity of a 
direft and explicit acknowledgment of the fovc- 
reignty of Great Britain on the part of America.-— 
Nothing clfe was required. The tax lately impofed 
could not be confidered as any emolument to the 
revenue ; it was meant merely as dn hom^e to the 
fupreme power of the parent-ftate; and though it 
might be a mortification to the pride of the Colo- 
nifts. It certainly was no incumbrance on their pro* 
J>erty. 

It was high time to reprefs the republican di(po- 
fition of the people of Maflachufet, whofe licenti- 
Oufnefs and infolence were the more daring, as they 
perceived a backwardnefs to check it. In the for- 
mer reigns fuch proceedings as had happened in the 
prefent j would have met with immediate chaftifement. 
Nothing, therefore, but fpirited refolves, fupport ed 
by vigorous meafures, would remedy the evils com- 
plained of, and reftore that fubordination in the Co- 
lonies, which was abfolutely requifite for the general 
intefieft of the Britifti empire. 

Such were the reafonings and opinions of the 
party that recommended coercive meafures. Thofe 
of lenity had proved fo fruitlefs, that they imagined 

it 
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it was impolitic and abfurd to truft to them any 
longer. 

In the mean while, the arrival of the Britifh troops 
at Bofton had been productive of very alarming 
events. During fome time, an appearance of har- 
mony had fubfifted between them and the inhabits 
ants ; but the intent of their coming rendered their 
prefence obnoxious. They did not evidently come 
as friends : they were, on the contrary, the mod 
dangerous foes; as under pretence of maintaining 
tranquillity, they came with an intent to fubvert pub- 
lic freedom, and eftablifli a defpotic authority. Such 
were the ideas prevailing throughout the American 
continent. 

While the forces that had arrived continued the 
*fame in number, they were too formidable to be in- 
fulted with impunity. But the departure of a large 
detachment having gready diminifhed them, the 
people of Maflachufet came, it feems, to the refo- 
lution to expel this fmall remainder, which they 
looked upon with equal averlion and contempt. So 
little were they either regarded or dreaded, that one 
of the town magiftrates took occafion publicly to 
reprefent them as a mere handful. The defigns form- 
ing againft them were not, however, fo fecredy 
Uianaged, as to be entirely concealed. An, intima- 
tion of this kind put an end to what little cordiality 
might have fubfifted between them and the inhabit- 
tants. Mutual infults and provocations quickly fpl- 
Icwed ; and, purfuant to the intent propofed, the peo- 
ple in the country took up arms, and prepared to 
join thofe of Bofton. But before matters were duly 
fettled for the execution of this plot, an accident 
happened, which prevented it from taking place i^ 
the manner defigned. 

In the evening of the fifth of March, 1770, fome 
(bldicrs were affaulted an^ beaten by a party of the 

G 2 town's 
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town's people.—- A tumult enfued ; — the inhabitants 
collefted from all parts of the town, threatening de- 
ftruftion to the military, whom they attacked with 
clubs and bludgeons. — Provoked at this^ufage, fome 
of the foldiers fired upon the populace, leveral of 
whom were killed and wounded. 

The confequence of this unhappy affray was, that 
in order to prevent further bloodftied, it was judged 
neceflary to remove the troops to Caftle William. 
Had they not retired in this manner, it is probable 
they would have been cut to pieces. The whole 
Province of Maflachufet was up in arms, and would 
eafily have overpowered the fmall number to which 
they were then reduced. 

The ftationing of thefe troops at Bofton had not 
produced thofe ends for which they had been fent. 
The Colonies ftill continued in their former refo- 
lution to oppofe Britifti importations. Aflbcia- 
tions were publicly formed for this purpofe ; they 
met regularly, as if duly authorifcd by law; and 
appointed committees to infpedl the cargoes of all 
veflels arriving from Britain. Severe cenfures were 
pafled upon all who refufed to concur in thofe af- 
fociations ; and their names were publifhed in the 
newfpapers, as enemies to their country. The re- 
folves and decrees of thefe meetings met with a com- 
pliance and refpedt which was utterly denied to the 
authority of government. 

In fome cafes, goods imported from Great Britain 
were immediately feized as foon as landed, and (e- 
cured in warehoufes to prevent their fale : in other 
cafes, they refliipped them to Great Britain. 

Upon receiving intelligence of thefe proceedings, 
the Parliament was highly incenfed, and a determi- 
nation was confequently taken not to relax from vi- 
gorous mealures, which, in the opinion of the majo- 
rity, was become more neceflary than ever. 

In 
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In order, at the fame lime, to make it evident that 
they were no lefs obfervant of moderation than ac- 
tuated by zeal' for the dignity of the Britifli Legi- 
flature, they repealed all the late duties, excepting 
that upon tea, which was referved merely to (ave the 
national honour in the midft of fo much condefcen- 
lion; and as an objedt which nothing but afetded 
refolution to quarrel with Great Britain, could render 
deferving of any animadverfion on the part of the 
Americans. 

Many weighty arguments, however, were adduced 
againft the continuation even of this duty. It a- 
mounted, in truth, to no more than fixteen thoufand 
pounds ; but would be confidereil in America as an 
inlet to other taxes on the fame plan, whenever time 
and opportunity were more favourable than the pre- 
fcnt, for the Britifh miniftry to make fuch an at- 
tempt. 

Experience fhewed this reafoning to havQ been 
.well founded.. The continuance of the duty upon 
tea, trifling as it was, excited the murmurs of the 
Colonies in, a violent degree. They objefted to it 
precifely on the fame ground the oppofition in Par- 
liament had done, as an impofition, which, if they 
confented to it, would be made a precedent, upon 
which others of the fame nature might in future be 
demanded. 

What, in all probability, much contributed to 
the inflexibility of the Colonies, was the critical 
fituation of affairs in Europe at this feafon, 1 77 1 . To 
fay nothing of the difcontents prevailing from va- 
rious caufes at home, a rupture was apprehended 
with the Houfe of Bourbon. They who patronifed 
the Colonies, did not fail to urge thefe as weighty 
motives to avoid any altercation with them ; and to 
facrifice the little interefts in agitation between 
theni and the mother-conntry, to the greater ob- 
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jefts that might (hortly employ the whole attention 
and power of Great Britain. 

This inflexible fpirir, inftead of being in the Icaft 
ellayed, feemed in fa£t to increafe of late, in pro- 
iportion to the conceflions made by Parliament to 
the Colonies. Thefe conceflions they Ipoked upon 
as extorted by their own firmnefs ; and as owing, by 
no means, to the benignity of. the Britifti govern- 
fcnent. 

Conformably to this difpofition, they continued 
to encourage their own manufaftures, and to dif- 
courage thofe of Great Britain, as far as it was prac- 
ticable in a country that could not well thrive and 
ilourifli without importing a confidcrable number 
of the mofl^ eflfential articles requifite for the pro- 
iecution of the mofl: neccflary branches of bufinefs, 
and could not, at the fame time, procure many of 
them anywhere upon fuch advantageous terms as 
from Great Britain. 

Thus, notwithftanding the agreements of non- 
importation, in which they were at firfl: fo fanguinc 
and zealous, they relaxed by degrees, prompted by 
convenience and interefl:; and the general inter- 
courfe in commercial matters was carried on as ufual, 
without any material interruption. 

But the political intercourfe was attended every- 
ivhere with perpetual difputes. Governors were em- 
broiled in daily contefts with their Provincial Aflfem- 
blies. Prorogations and diflblutions followed each 
other of courfe, accompanied by cenfures on the one 
fide, and remonftrances on the other. 

Thefe inceflfant altercations could not fail further 
to debilitate the powers of government, already 
weakened through preceding caufes. The rever^ 
ence due to lawful authority feemed in a manner to 
be obliterated in the minds of the generality ; and 
they feemed to confider themfelves as. at liberty to 

aft 
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afl: in all matters of trade and bufinefs without any 
fort of rertraint. 

This unrulinefs was prevalent everywhere. At 
Bofton the refiftance to the Cuftom-houfe officers 
continued to mmifeft itfeif upon every occafionj 
and was fo iietimes accompanied with great inftances 
of inhumanity. Among others, a tidefman, who had 
feized a veflel for breach of the afts of trade, was 
laid hold of by the populace, ftripped, and carted 
about the town, befmeared with tar, and ftuck with 
feathers. 

At the town of Providence, in Rhode Ifland, a 
place long notorious for fmuggling, the people 
boarded a King*s veflel ftationed there to prevent 
it ; treated the commander with great indignity 5 
flruck and wounded him ; and alter forcing him 
and the (hip's company to go on fhore^ fet her oi| 
(ire. 

Thefe daring infults were fully countenanced by 
their ruling men. The General Afl^embly of Ma/l 
iachufet did not hefitate openly to notify to the Go- 
vernor, that they acknowledged no fuch officers in 
the Colony as the Commiffions of the King's Cuf- 
toms, nor knew of any revenue that he had any right 
to eflablifti there. 

Upon receiving the news that falaries had been 
iettled upon the Juftices of the Superior Court at 
Bofton, the moft inflammatory langu^e was held 
throughout the Province/ An addrefs was prefent* 
cd to the Governor, wherein that meafure was c^nfur- 
ed in terms of the greatefl: afperity j and a comppiittec 
was appointed to take it into confideration, felefted, 
as ufual, out of the different diftri<3^s of the colony. 

This Affembly explicitly difavowed the fupre- 
macy c^fhe Britiih legillature over them. They af^ 
ferted that all-men hVd a clear right to remain in a 
ftate of nature fo long as they thought prqper ; and 
in purfuance of this principle, they accufed the 

G 4 Britifli 
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Britifli Parliament of having violated their natural 
rights, in a variety of cafes ; but efpecially by affum- 
ing the powers of legiflation over them, in virtue of 
its own will, and contrary to their own confent. 

Copies of the tranfaftions of this committee were 
induftrioufly circulated in every town of Mafla- 
chufet. They were accompanied by letters, warmly 
exhorting the inhabitants to rouze themfelves, and 
to remain no longer indolent and fupine while the 
iron hand of oppreffion was daily tearing the choicefk 
fruits from the fair tree of liberty. Such were their 
cxpreflions. 

In the midft of thefe difturbances an accident hap- 
pened, which contributed remarkably to increaie 
the ill- humour and difcontents of the Province. A 
number of letters, written confidentially to perfons 
in place and power in England, by the prefent Go- 
vernor and Deputy Governor, were accidentally dif- 
covered, and communicated to the public. They 
contained unfavourable reprefentations of the difpo- 
fitions of the people in general, and of the fecret 
views of their leaders ; their intent was to (how the 
neceffity of coercive meafures, and of altering the 
form of government, in order to fecure the people's 
future pbedience. 

The wrath and indignation excited on this occa* 
lion, produced the moft violent refolutions in the 
Affembly. The original letters had fallen into the 
poffeffion of their agent at London, who tranfmit- 
ted them immediately to his conftituents. They 
were carried up to the council by deputations, who 
were ftriftly enjoined not to truft them an inftant 
out of their hands. In this mortifying manner they 
were prefented for infpedion to the Governor, who 
could not deny his own fignature. 

In confequencc of this difcovery, a petition was 

fent over to England, earneftly entreating the King 

to remove both thefe officers from their places ; but, 

contrary 
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contrary to this requeft, they not only were con- 
tinued, but the petition was declared groundlefs 
and fcandalous. This anfwer added frefh rancour 
to the animofity and refentment of the people of 
Maffachufet. 

But another tranfaftion was now preparing ; the 
confequences of which were far more fatal. 

Notwithftanding the refolutions adopted in the 
Colonies againft the importation of tea from Great 
Britain, means had been found to import it, though 
in fmaller quantities than heretofore, owing partly to 
the lower price of that brought from other coun- 
tries. This diminution was very prejudicial to the 
Eaft India Company ; and the more felt at this time, 
as they had lately experienced fome mortifications 
from government. In order to make them fome 
compenfation, in 1773, the Parliament empowered 
them to export their tea free of any duty payable 
by the Company. 

In vinue of this permiffion, the Company freight- 
ed feveral (hips with tea for North America, and 
appointed agents to difpofe of it in the feveral Co- 
lonies. 

This- open and avowed manner of bringing a 
commodity among them, in direft defiance to their 
confent and oppofition, was, in their opinion, an 
infult not to be fufFered, Private intereft, as well as 
public averfion to this meafure, contributed to render 
it odious. The dealers in tea forefaw that the pro- 
fits of this branch of bufinefs, which were very con- 
fiderable, woujd henceforward center exclufively 
amongft the Company's fadors. 

Unfortunately for the meafure, thefe faftors were 
the profefled adherents and fupporters of the Britifti 
adminiftration : this, of courfe, rendered them ex- 
tremely unpopular ; and was alone a fufficient mo- 
tive to defeat the bufinefs committed to their ma- 
nagement. 

Thofc 
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Thofe perfons to whom the tea de&ned for Bos- 
ton was configntd, were unhappily of the family and 
neareft connexions of thofe who had written the let- 
ters that had given fuch general offence. 

From thefe caufes, together with the long fub* 
iifting determination to counteradt the defigns of the 
Britifh miniftry,. a fettled refolution was taken 
throughout the Colonies to oppofe the landing of the 
tea. 

They communicated their fentiments to each other, 
and were unanimous in the perfuafion, that if the tea 
was fuffered to be brought aftiore, it would become 
imprafticable to prevent the fale of it:-^thus the tax 
would take place, in fpite of all their endeavours to 
the contrary. 

In the mean time the people affembled every*- 
where in large bodies ; and to make their refolves 
the more fpeedily effeftual, they compelled the 
confignees to refign their appointments, and folemnly 
engage never to refume them. Committees were 
chofen, who took upon them to aft with great 
authority. They examined the accounts of mer^^ 
chants, framed public tefts, and declared fuch as 
refufed them enemies to their country. They were 
invefted, in (hort, with all thofe powers which a 
difcontented people are fo ready to truft their leaders 
with. 

Under the guidance and fanftion of thefe rulers, 
every fort of licentioufnefs was tolerated. The pub- 
lic prims, from one end of the continent to the 
other, were continually filled with invedives againft 
the councils and policy of Great Britain, They 
fumnioned the people to refiftance from all quarters, 
and reprefented them as devoted to defpotifm, unlcfs 
they univerfally rofe to face thofe internal, as well as 
external enemies, who were leagued in a confpiracy 
to opprefs them. 

Such 
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Such was the purport of the language they ufed, 
both in their fpeeches and writings. Thcfe fenti- 
ments were not only thofe of the commonalty ; they 
.were now adopted by all clafles indifcriminately, and 
were the avowed principles of the community. 

While America was thus deliberately preparing to 
encounter the defigns of Britain, three fliips, freighted 
with tea, entered the harbour of Bofton, November 
-1 773, The danger, or rather the imprafticability of 
landing it, was fo manifeil, that the captains would 
willingly have carried it back to England, could 
they have obtained a formal permiffion from thofe 
who were officially authorized to grant one. In this 
ftate of fufpenfe, the inhabitants, who faw that if 
they were fufFcred to remain in the harbour, the tea 
would infallibly be landed, notwithftanding all pre- 
cautions againft it, refolved to put an end to the dif- 
ficulty at once, by a blow that fhould ftrike radically 
at all attempts of this kind. 

After giving notice to the confignees, the owners, 
and the captains, that they would not permit them 
to bring their teas aftiore, and infilling on their de- 
parture from Bofton with their cargoes, upon finding 
that 'the Governor and Cuftom-houfc .refufed their 
confent, without which the (hips could not leave the 
harbour, a number of men, difguifed like Indians, 
boarded them, and threw theVhole cargoes into the 
fea. 

The fame treatment was experienced by the veflels 
laden with tea in other parts of America. At 
Philadelphia, the pilots were forbidden to condudt 
them up the river Delaware; and at New York, 
though fome chefts of tea were landed under the pro- 
teftion of a man of war, the Governor was con- 
ftrained to deliver them into cuftody, to preferve the 
public peace. 



Bur 
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But had the mafters of thofe veflels been 'fuffered 
to bring the tea on (hore, they would probably have 
found no perfons daring enough to take charge of 
them ; fo great was the dread of the afibciations that 
had declared ag^inft its importation. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. IV. 

Bqfton Port Bill 

THE news of thefe proceedings in America, 1 774, 
arriving while Parliament was fitting, was im- 
mediately communicated to both Houfes by a formal 
meffage from the Throne. 

This meflage intimated, in the ftrongeft terms, 
the neceffity of taking the mofl: fpirited and fpeedy 
meafures to put a flop to them ; and^ of framing 
fuch regulations as might efficacioufly prevent their 
repetition, and fecure an undifputed dependence of 
the Colonies on the Crown and Parliament of Great 
Britain. 

^ To prove the propriety of this meflage, a large 
number of papers were laid before ihe Houfes re- 
lating to the late tranfadtions in Maflachufet, and in 
other parts of America. They contained the votes 
and refolutions of the Colonies previous to the ar- 
rival of the fliips with the tea ; the conduft of the 
people when they arrived; the menacing fpeeches 
in their meetings ; and the daringnefs and licentious 
language univerfally current in their publications. 

The behaviour of the inhabitants of Bofton was 
particularized on this occafion as highly deferving 
of reprobation and punifliment. Every endeavour 
had been ufed to engage their afliflance for the pre- 
fervation of tranquillity ; but they had treated thefe 
endeavours with fullennefs and contempt : they had 
even, in thei^; corporate capacity, publicly infulted 
the fherifF in one of their town meetings, upon his 
officially warning them to break up that afTembly as 
illegal. 

1 hus they had bidden open defiance to all civil 
authority, and taken the reins of government out 

of 
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of the lawful hands ; transferring it to themfelvcs, 
and exercifing adually all its powers according to 
their own judgment and determination. 

The conclufipn was, that it being evident from 
all the documents fubjefted to the infpeftion of go- 
vernment, that the Te-eftabli(hment of peace and. 
order in that Colony could not be effeded without 
a direft; and vigorous interpolation of Parliament, its 
powers ought now to be calkd into adtion, and could 
not be too foon exerted. 

It was urged, that fuch as were intimately conver- 
fant in the affairs of the Colonies, unanimously agreed 
that, in their prefent circumftances,.nothmg but fuch 
a meafure would bring them to reafon, and induce 
them to recognize the lawful fovereignty of Great 
Britain without further chicanery and difpnte. 

The indignation without doors was equally roufed 
againft the Americans, as well as that expreffed by 
Parliament. As it appeared that they might eafily 
have defeated the tea-fcheme without proceeding to 
fuch violent extremities, the warmth with which their 
caufe bad been efpoufed was now mu€h abated ; they 
began to be viewed in the light of a rafli, unruly 
people, ready to plunge into a ferious quarrel for 
flight caufes, and forgetful of the amicable inter- 
courfip that had fo long fubfifted between them and 
the parent-ftate, and of the affectionate manner with 
which they had been fupported even in the prefent 
conteft, by the good wiQies and countenance of a 
confiderable part of the Britilh nation. 

Swayed in iio fmall degree by this confideration, 
as well as by the preceding arguments, the Parlia- 
ment prefented an addrefs to the Throne, promifing 
their firmeft concurrence in the meafures it had re- 
commended for the fubduing of the refradlory dif- 
polition of the Colonies. 

Thill 
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This addrefs, however, was not unanimous: 
there were many who thought that, previous to the 
adoption of fo weighty a meafure as that of abfolute 
coercion, the motives on which it was founded 
Ihould be examined and difcuffed with the utmoft 
freedom and latitude. That it was a ftep which, 
when once taken, could riot with facility be recalled, 
and would in the mean time involve Great Britain 
in fuch diiEculties and dangers as were fitter to be 
left to the imagination of thofe to whom they were 
thus hinted, than to be now made a fubjedl of ex- 
plicit defcription. 

America, it was argued, was univerfally ripe for 
the mod obftinate refiltance, in cafe force (hould be 
ufed in the bufinefs of taxation. Parliament might 
infift upon the lawfulnefs of taxing the Colonies; 
but the Colonies themfelves would decide whether 
they would fubmit or refufe to be taxed. Paft ex-^ 
perience had (hown that they were determined to 
oppofe this meafure : — Why (hould the miniftry, 
therefore, prefume to adt upon fo dangerous a 
ground as that of coercion, with fo many warnings 
of its impropriety ? The only profpeft of fuccefs 
was founded upon a force fuperior to that of Ame- 
rica : but were Great Britain to put forth her ftrength 
upon this occafion, would not the expences prove 
immenfe ? And were (he to fucceed, would not the 
ill temper and refentment of the Americans remain 
unconquered, and become a fource of conftant fuf- 
picions on our fide, and of malevolence on theirs, 
which would break out on the leaft opportunity of 
exercifing it to our detriment ? 

In the prefent dii^pute, two national bodies differ- 
ed on a point of fpeculation ; and one of the two 
was to be materially affedted by the iffue of the dif- 
pute. It became them both, therefore, to proceed 
with, the utmoil caution, and to afford no caufes of 
irritation on either fide. The point litigated, was 

of 
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of the moft delicate nature, involved in doubts and 
perplexities, and would not, unfortunately, admit of 
a decifion that would fatisfy either of the contending 
parties. Great Britain claimed a right to tax Ame- 
rica; America denied that right. — The former had 
cut (hori the matter, by deciding in its own favour ; 
but the latter refufed to acknowledge the juftice of 
that decifion ;' and pleaded the inequitablenefs of con- 
demning one of the parties concerned, in fo fummary 
a manner : this was affuming an authority which was 
founded upon mere prefumptipn. 

America, it was true, derived its political exift- 
ence from Britain, but was now become a confider- 
able nation, and ought therefore to be treated* with 
refpeft. Due attention (hould be paid to the ideas 
prevailing in fuch a nation ; and care (hould be taken 
not to give offence to fo large a body, by infilling 
upon their relinquifhing periuafions and principles 
which they hold as fundamental in their conftitution. 
That in this litigation, the contending parties flood 
on very different ground. Great Britain would lofe 
nothing by making conceflions, and waving the 
rights flie had claimed; but America had much to 
lofe by yielding to the demands made upon her. — 
They were of a nature that affefted her in the ten- 
derefl part : they deprived her of the confequence to 
which fhe thought herfelf juftly entitled, and degra- 
ded her in her own ideas. This was too much for a 
numerous and refpeftable people to bear. — They 
could not comply without rendering themfelves un- 
happy in their own apprehenfions ; fuch a concefiion 
ought not, therefore, to be required by a nation that 
called itfelf friendly and generous. 

On thefe confiderations, Great Britain would a<3: 
a part confiflent with its magnanimity, and no- 
wife repugnant to its interefl, if duly refledting on 
the equity of relinquifl^ing a queflion which fhe 
could not decide in her own favour^ without occa- 

fioning 
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fioning much calamity, (he would nobly and wifely 
abandon all pretenfions that were not manifellly hei: 
due, and clearly aflented to by the other party. 

A condefcendence of this kind would deliver 
Great Britain at once from all difficulties : it would 
preclude all occafions of difpute, by leaving the 
Colonies in the quiet poffeffion of thofe nbtions that 
were fo dear to them, and would fecure their adhe- 
Vence by the deareft of all ties, that of their inte-s 
reft^ whi«:h they were too intelligent ndt to know 
coiififted in ai clofe attachment to Great Britain.— 
A diffoluticn of this connexion muft undoubtedly 
be attended with many inconveniences to them : 
but though they were confcious of this, yet they 
were not the lefs refolved to abide by them all, ra- 
ther than confent to thofe requifitions on the part 
of Great Britain which were the fubjedt of the pre- 
fent altercation. Such had been their refolve front 
its commencement; and in matters of this kind, ex- 
perience daily fliowed, that the further men advan- 
ced, the lefs they were willing to recede. 

By thefe, and the like arguments, did the oppo- 
fers of the minifterial meafures endeavour to prevent 
their taking efFeft. But the prepoffeffion againft 
America was To ftrong, that no reafonings could with- 
iland it. Siich as contended for the nece.flity of af- 
ferting the fupremacy ' of Great Britain, at all events, 
were luch a majority, that all hopes were loft of ren- 
dering their determinations iriefFeftual. 

It may be added, that fads were on their fide.— 
The oppofition of the Americans had broken out 
into ads of great violence- They had treated indi- 
viduals outrageoufly, and fofne with unwarrantable 
barbarity. In the refentmcnt which fiich behaviour 
excited, the provocation to it was forgotten, and 
chaftifement was looked upon as no more than a juft 

VoL.I. No,.II. H and 
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and nece^arj^ affertion bf the honour and dignity of 
the nation. 

Wheh the opponents of miniftry Warned them to 
look back before they proceeded further on this 

Principle, and to examme impartially their own con- 
U(^ in America, their anfwer was, — that however 
that might have been difagreeable to the America'tts, 
it was juftifiable on the general ground of fuprertife 
Sovereignty, To repeatedly aflefced by the Britifli Lfe- 
giilature. Great Britain was now called upon to 
maintain her decifion. The queftion therefore was 
nrot whether fhe (hould relinquilh her claims, but 
how to fiipport them moA: efFedtually. 

Hi wdt now moved, that a forcible and vig6r6li^ 
plin bf ading (hould be adopted, and carried InttJ 
iinrhediate execution. That in this determination 
to r^ore peace and good order throughout the Co- 
tohiea, that one which had invairiabljf led the way 
to diibbedience and cohfufioh, fliould be frrft ani- 
madverted to, and fingled out as an objeft of J^arlia^ 
mentary refitment. This Colony the Parliament 
and the whole Aation kftew to be Maflachufet. Here 
it was chat refiftance had conftahtly originated ; and 
here it was ihc«umbent on them, for thiit itafon, to 
begin the wcrfk of punishment for paft, ^hd of pre- 
vention againft future offences. 

The late Outrageous proceedings at feofton W€r6 
bt fuch a nature, that were Great BritSiin to pafs 
them over without the feverity th^y deferved, it 
would degrade her in the opinibh of all the pbtvers 
ofturope, wliofe att^^tion was uftiverfally fixed on 
her prefent cbhdu£l, and would liibji56t her to in- 
dignities without end from tlie Colonies. Had thfe 
proudeift power in any quarter bf the globe infulred 
her in the manner the town of Bbftoh had done, flie 
mull, and would undoubtedly have infifted oh ttie 
^unplefl: fatisfadion : much more was flie entitled to it 

iron^ 
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from a place fubjeft to her dominion, and which (he 
herfelf had founded. 

It was therefore propofcd, that the town of Bof^ 
ton (hould pay for the tea that bad been deftroyed 
in its harbour. The difguife ^flamed by the de- 
ftroyers, was no mitigation of the offence imputed 
to the town in its corporate capacity* The temper 
of the inhabitants, the refolvcs of the town-meet- 
ings, the negleft of their magiftrates, in making 
no enquiiy after the oiFenders, the paflivencfsr of all 
perfons poflefled of influence during thefc proceed- 
ings, and their evident connivance at all irregulari* 
ties, — thefe and other inftances, needlefs to allege, 
were convincing proofs that the commlffion of that 
offence was, though indireftly, yet indifputably coujU 
tenanced by the inhabitants of Boflon. They ought 
therefore to make compenfation to the fufferers ; to 
which purpofe it was proper to la^ a public fine oh 
the town, adequate to the lofs fuftained. 

But befide this indemnification for the injury done 
to private individuals, a public reparation was equally 
due to the honour of the Britifti nation, no lefs hurt 
by fo daring an infult. To this intent it was moved, 
that the port of Bofton (hould be (hut up, and prc^ 
eluded from all commercial bufinefs, until the fine 
impofed for the payment of the tea was difcharged, 
and folemn afTurances given that in future the inha- 
bitants would fubmit to the laws of trade and reve*« 
nue enafted by the Briiifh Parliament. After mar 
king fuch atonement, the king might, as foon as he 
thought proper, revoke the prohibition againft the 
u{e ot their harbour, and reftore them to dl their 
privil^es. 

This ad, though fevere in appearance, was not 
£0, it was faid, in reality. The duration of the pu- 
nifhment inflifted upon the people of Boflon, lay 
entirely at their own option* An acquiefcence in 

H 2 the 
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the requlfitions made by Parliament, would remorft 
it inftantly. Bu«^ if they fhould continue obftinate in 
their denial of obedience, they alone would become 
anfwerable for the cbnfequences ; and it were unwor- 
thy of the fpirit and charafter of the BritiQi nation 
to fufpend the punifliment they had fo juftly incur- 
ted, till full faiisfaftion had been obtained. 

The bufinefs propofed might, it was added, be 
effefted by a few frigates, without calling in the 
aid of the military. This would prevent difturb- 
-ances and bloodfhed, and compel them to fubmit 
quietly, when they faw their whole trade at a ftand. 
It would alfo intimidate the refradiory in the other 
Colonies, by fhowing them with how much facility 
Great Britain could enforce obedience whenever Ihe 
chofe it. . ^ 

This famous bill did not remain long in agitation : 
jthe temper of both Houfes was fo warm upon this 
occafion, as well as that of the nation at large, that it 
paffed with a great majority, and was received with 
general fatisfaft^on. 

Petitions were however prefented againft it by the 
Agent for the Province of Maflachufet, and by fe- 
veral natives of North America. They reprefented 
that it was repugnant to ftrid equity, to condemn 
^ whole people unheard, and at fuch a diftance ; 
that on a profecution of the offenders, if they could 
be difcovered. Parliament might reft aflured that 
a due execution of the law would take place : that 
in public commotions it was difficult to come at 
the guilty ; but that to punifti indifcriminately the 
whole. community for the offences of a few, was an 
unwarrantable and dangerous precedent; that the 
jnterpofition of Parliament in fuch matters, was un- 
neceffary and illegal, as other tribunals were ere<5ted 
for thofe purpofes. Thefe alone had a right 
*to tak« cognizance of fuch .cafes, as they were 

. . amenable 
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amenable only before the judicial eourts. The aft- 
tended therefore to .alienate the Colonies, whofe af^ 
fedtions to Great Britain were founded on her 
benevolence and juftice to them, but would be ra» 
dically deftroyed by this arbitrary exertion of au- 
thoriiy. 

Thefe petitions were ziealoufly feconded by the 
oppofition. It contended againft the delivery of the 
town of Bofton into the power of the Crown, as a 
meafure wholly indefenfible, and which might, upon 
future occalions, become an inftrument of the moft 
fatal nature to the liberty of the fubjeft. No trial 
had preceded this delivery ; it was concluded upon 
merely in confequence of an accufation ; which, 
though poffibly well founded, had noi been proved. 
This was inverting the due order of proceeding, and 
opening a door to difcretionary power. Such a 
power was incompatible with the freedom of the Bri- 
lilh conftitution, which enjoins, that no man, much 
lefs a whole community, fliould be adjudged guilty, 
but upon fair and open trial. A fentence of punifh- 
ment previous to this effential formality, could not 
therefore be confidered in any other light than as an 
aft of tyranny. 

Allowing the demand of indemnification for the 
lofs of the tea to bejuft, was it equitable to fufpend 
at the fame time the whole trade and bufinefs of a 
populous city, which had no other means of fubfift- 
ing ? This was wantonly adding the extremes of 
vindidlivenefs to the neceflity of puniflinient, on a 
fuppofition that there had been a juft caufe for in- 
fliding it. 

Miniftry ought not to imagine that America 
would think Bofton alone was ftruck at by this 
blow : it was aimed fo vifibly at all the Colonies, 
that they would refent it as much as if each of them 
had felt it. The caufe of one was now become the 
caufe of alK The rejeftion of the tea was the deed 

H3 of 
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of all Am^rit^a ; and If it was a criminal aft, they all 
partook ©f the guilt, and muft be fenfible that Britainr ^ 
meant at a convenient leafon to extend the punifh- 
ment equally to all. 
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CHAP. V. 

ASs for new-modelling the Governments of 
Majfacktcfet and Quebec, 

AFTER paffing the ^d againft the town and 
harbour of Bollon, in 1774, it w^6 proppfed, 
th^t in order to temper juft ice with fliercy, and to Ipt 
the Americans fee that concj^iatiop^ and Apt revenge, 
was predominant in Britain, the ta^ uppn tea, \]\^t 
had given birth to t)ie late diftiiri?aRc^s in that place, 
flipuld be entirely rep^^d. TJ^ip wpu^d evince the 
ifinq^rity qf the mother-pouptjy in if s endeavours to 
bring ^puc |i rc^concili^tipn wit;h the Colonies, and 
prov^ d>at peeuiiiafy eniolunient? w^ere f^ot fo much 
faer aip, ^s the detire pf fecuring; tv^rf^lf froip the dif- 
grace pf not daring tp refent awpnts ^wwi ill yfage. 

But the n^iniflerial party would not hearken to 
fuch a meafure ; which, in their opinion, favoured 
of weakivef§ and imbecility, as if Britain fepented 
of the ftep (he had juft taken, and in order tp de- 
precate the forgivenefs pf Anieric^, was willing to 
atone for it by an equivalent qondefcepfipn anpther 
way. It would convince them tl^at Britain was 
confcipus pf wanting juftice in h^r cl^img, or power 
to make them good. This perfnafion vyould indyce 
them to put no ftpp to tjieif preteniign? ; or, wh^t 
was worfe, to bid open defiance to thofe of Britain, 
and throw p^ all remainder pf dependence. It won)d 
therefore be acting both a more prudent^ ^s well ^s 
manly part, to perfift in the work begun^ ^d W W?iit 
with an in;flexible firmnefs, the iiTue of the n^e^ures 
which the wifdom of fo large a majprity had adopted. 
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It was even alleged, that the preceding aft, how- 
ever fpirited, would not luffice to lay that rebellious 
difpofuion which feemed woven into the very frame 
of the prefent fyftem of government in the Province 
of Maflachufet. • It was the produftion of the 
republican genius that animated the firfl. fettlers 
in that country, and carried with it all the^ marks 
of an inveterate hatred to royalty. AVhile it remain- 
ed in its priftine form, no lafting peace would fubfift 
in the Province of Maffachufet, as no permanent 
fubmiffion to the authority of Great Britain could 
be depended on. It was therefore become indilpen- 
fably requifite to mould it into another fhape, and 
render it more confiftent with the fpirit of monarch- 
ical government. 

A motion was made in confequence, for the bet- 
ter regulation of government in that Colony. -— 
The purport of it was to alter fome parts of its 
charter; to deprive the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
of the privilege of eleding the Members of the 
Council; and to empower the Crown to appoint 
thefe, together with the judges, IherifFs, and magif- 
. trates of all denominations, and to remove them at its 
pleafure. 

In doing this, no more, it was faid, was attempted 
than to place that Province on the fame footing 
as feveral others. The motive for this alteration 
was, that Government in that Province did not 
pofTefs a fufficient (hare of power: too much was 
lodged in the hands of the people. It ought there- 
fore to be taken from them, to prevent a repetition 
of thofe riots that proceeded from a defeft of autho- 
rity to enforce the Jaws, in thofe to whom the 
execution of them was entrufted. Their depend- 
ence on the people rendered them averfe to curb the 
licentioufnefs of the vulgar j by difobliging whom, 
they might lofe much intereft and fupport. While 
fuch a fyftem was fufTered to continue, no obedi- 
ence 
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ence could be expefted, as nb niagiftrate would 
dare to execute his duty in the fuppreffion of dif- 
turbances. 

This bill was vigoroufly combated by the op- 
ponents of miniftry. k was reprefented as a ftretch 
of power unconftitutional in the extremeft degree \ 
and fufEcient of itfelf to roufe all America into op- 
pofition, had no other caufe or pretence ever been 
aflbrded : the Colonies would immediately fufpedt 
that Britain was intending to lay the axe to the root 
of all their franchifes and liberties ; m a word, to 
cjeftroy at once all their charters. If Britain could 
treat one Colony in this manner, it would not hefi- 
tate to treat them all in the fame ; it would new mo- 
del their conftitution, and bnng them to fuch a ftate 
of dependence on her will, as to leave them not even 
the Ihadow of freedom. 

Charters were dangerous things to meddle with 
in a free country. It was by attacking the charters 
of the great corporations in England, the Princes of 
the Stuart line had rendered themfelves odious, and 
kindled a fpirit of difcontent among their fubjeds, 
that paved a way to the revolution. Great Britain 
had always exprefled a peculiar abhorrence of fuch 
proceedings; why fliould (he hold them lefs dif- 
agreeable to the Colonies ? If charters were facred 
in England, they were equally fo in America : they 
were the foundation-ftone of their various govern- 
ments : they were the original contrail between the 
parent-flate and its foreign fettlements ^ to annul them 
was to diffolve the ties, by which they were bound to 
Great Britain. 

But to what purpofe were thefe charters to be 
btt)ken or altered in any particular Colony } They 
were all equally hoflile to the pretenfions of Britain. 
Did the other Colonies cxprefs lefs repugnance than 
that of MafTachufet to comply with the ordinances 
of the Britifh legiflature ? Were they not from on« 

end 
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end of the continent to the other as zealous in ap^ 
pofing them ? To attempt an infringcmcsit of tbfit 
Colony's charter, would only open a new fccnc ijf 
contention more dangerous than any of thole that 
had preceded • Former attempts aimed only at parts 
of their immunities; but this was levelled at t;he 
whole. Every Colony would view it in this light ; 
and it could not be doubted that the moment the 
intelligence c^ this tranfadfcion i*eached the fliores of 
America, the Colonies would make it a common 
caufe. 

As to the plea fo ftrongly infifted upon by the mi- 
niftry, of bringing, bv this regulation, the govern- 
ment to a nearer conformity with that of Greai: Bri- 
tain, though it might be true in fome refpeds, it 
was unfounded in the two mod eiTential points ; the 
nomination of the Judges, and of the members of 
the council : thefe, who arc fuppofed to be in Ame- 
rica, what the Houfe of Peers is in England, are 
by this bill removeable at the King's pleafure, as 
well as the Judges; whereas in England, both Peers 
and Judges eiyoy their feats independently of the 
Crown. 

Petitions were prefcnted againft this bill by the 
agent for -the Colony of Maflachufetj and by the 
Americans in England, as they had done againft the 
former, and with the like fuccefs. 

The ftile of thefe petitions was extremely pathetic, 
and foreboded in the minds of thofe who were 
acquainted with the charafter of the Americans, 
what would indubitably come to pafs when they 
were apprized of what the Britifli Pariiament had 
decreed concerning them. 

Thefe petitions pointed out, with ^ kind of pro- 
phetic freedom, the confequences that would infal- 
libly attend the pafling of this bill. They implored 
the Houfe to confider well the feverity with which 
the Americans were treated ; and whether it were 
poffible for men of fenfe and fpirit to endure it 

with 
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with any degree of patience : they inrreated them to 
ponder on the warmth of attachn:ent fo long and fp 
finccrely felt by the Americans for the Britilh nation: 
they befought them to remember they were Englifh- 
men in their education arid principles ; as paffion- 
ately fond of liberty, and as refokitely determined 
never to lofe it but with their lives : that while Bri- 
tain behaved to them like a parent, their affeftion 
would always prompt them to (land by her as faith- 
. ful children ; but that if, forgetting the mutual obli-^ 
gations that bind them to each other, (he Qiould un- 
advifedly endeavour to reduce them to the condition 
of (laves, Ihc could not reafonably expert them to 
fubmit. 

But thefe remonftrances were overborne by the 
torrent of refentment that prevailed againft America. 
The abfolute need of putting a final period to the 
long feries of confufions that had diftrafted that 
country, was an argument that filenced all others. 
The prefent ftate of that country, it was faid, offered 
nothing but irregularity and lawleffnefs : in defperate 
cafes, defperate remedies were necefTary : the cafe of 
America was fuch in every refpeft : Great Britain 
was now compelled to make an option between the 
total relinquifliment of America, or the redu6lion of 
it to terms of obedience : upon mature confideration 
(he chofe the latter. Having made this choice, it 
was vain and unwolrthy of her to cavil and debate 
any longer about -fuch points as fhe had refolved 
never to give up : (he was at the fame time con'- 
vinced that her refolution was founded on the moft 
fubftantial and valid Vcafcns ; they had been fully and 
fieely canvaflTed ; and their weight was allowed by a 
great majority of fufFrages, the only method of de- 
ciding queftions of fuch importance. 

The concurrence exprefled in the paffing two a6ls 
cf fuch confequcnce, mduced the miniftry to come 

forward 
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forward with a third ; which was to complete the 
former, and render them efFedual. It was intended 
for the impartial adminiftration' of juftice in the cafe 
of fuch perlbns as might be employed in the execu- 
tion of laws, and the fuppreffion of riots and tu- 
mults in the Province of Maffachiifet ; and it provi- 
ded, that if perfons afting in that capacity (hould be 
indifted for murder, and a fair trial could not be had 
in the province, the Governqr fliould be authorifed 
to fend the perfon accufed to be tried in fome other 
colony, or to England, if neceflary. 

Such was the tenor of this adt. It was fupported 
in the debates it occafioned, by arguments drawn 
from the neceffity of encouraging people to aft with 
courage and confidence, . againft the irregularities 
that would probably enfue on the carrying the re- 
folves of Parliament into execution at Bofton. It 
was fully expefted the people of Maffachufet would 
fxercife that refiftance againft them, which they had 
fo often furniifed in their remonftrances. * As it was 
determined, on the other hand, to enforce them at all 
events, blood would probably be flied : but if the 
military thus employed in the fervice of their coun- 
try, were to be fubjefted to a court of judicature* 
compofed of individuals belonging to that Colony, 
partiality and revenge would naturally prompt th<efe 
to treat them with all poffible feverity. 

It was replied, in oppofition to thefe aiJlrtions, 
that fuch an aft would not produce that impartiality 
which was its fuppofed intent : the fame fpirit oi 
faftion which would condemn the accufed before 
an American tribunal, would abfolve them before an 
Englifh one. But it was unjuft to caft fuch fufpi- 
cions on the Americans. The cafe of Captain Pref-. 
ton, tried and acquitted by them, proved that they 
would do juftice even to thofe whom they confidered 
as their enemies. He had headed a party of fo^- 
diers who had killed feveral of the inhabitants cf 

Bofton i 
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Bofton ; yet in the midft of the refentments this ac- 
tion had caufed, he met with all the lenity that could 
be expelled. 

It was further infifted, that the real defign of foch 
an a6t was to ereft a miUtary government, by ren- 
dering the foldiery refponfible to thofe only whofe 
caufe they fupported. This would encourage them 
in the perpetration of all kind of violence, and oc- 
' cafion much more mifchief than could poffibly arife 
from leaving th(?m to the ordmary courfe of juftice 
in the country where they might be ftationed. 

This bill meeting with the fame fuccefs as the two 
preceding, emboldened miniftry to bring a fourth 
into Parliament ; which was reprefented as no lefs 
proper at the prefent feafon than the others. It was 
to form a permanent eftabUlhment in the Province 
of Quebec, of which it was alleged the government 
had not hitherto been carried on upgn any fettled plan- 
By this bill the limits of that Province were ex- 
tended much further than they flood at the time of 
the laft general peace, 'i he affairs of the Province 
were put under the direction of a council, in which 
the King's Roman Catholic fubjefts in Canada were 
to be admitted. The members of this council were 
to be appointed by the Crown, and removeable at its 
option. It was to be invefltd with the powers of 
legiflation, and to exercife all the functions annexed 
to fuch powers, excepting that of impofing taxes f 
the French laws were eflablifhed in civil cafes with- 
out a jury ; and the Englilh laws with a trial by jury 
only in criminal matters. The Roman Catholic fe- 
cular clergy were fecured in their pofleflions, and in 
the receipt of their ufual tythes from perfons of their 
own communion. 

The arguments upon which this ad was grounded, 
were, that the inhabitants of Canada having beei^ 
ufed to a French government and laws, did not wifh 
for An. altfratioxi, of either; preferring them, in faft, 

to 
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to thofe of England, and dreading the confequcnces 
of thofe popular (j'ftems of governing of which they 
(aw the efFerts in the continual difturbances through* 
out the Englifti Colonies. That as to religion, no- 
thing had been done but conformably to the pro* 
mifes made at the time of the capitulation ; and that 
as to the extenfion of the boundaries, it took in chiefly 
fuch French people as had fettled in places beyond 
their former limits. 

But thefe arguments were far from fatisfaftory to 
the oppofition. They objefted that an arbitrary go* 
vernment could not legally be fet up within the Bri- 
ti(h dominions ; and that for Parliament to become 
inftrumental in eftablifliing it, was ah objedl of 
aftonilhment. There was no kind of ncceflity for 
fuch a meafure : an alfembly might have been 
formed like thofe in the Englilh Colonics, wherein 
the Roman Catholics of that Province might have 
been admitted, as they were in fome of the French 
ceded iflands. As to the attachment of the Canadi- 
ans to abfolute power, it 'was a bare furmifc : no 
people in their fenfes that had tafted of a free go- 
vernment, would give the other the preference,— 
The trial by jury was univerfally allowed to be one 
of the wifeft inftitutions ever devifed for the bendfit 
of the community : it was not only eligible in crimi- 
nal, but equally in civil cafes : it prevented moft ef- 
feftually the invafion of property, and the violation 
of perfonal freedom. 

The affair of religion was debated with more 
warmth than any other. By the capitulation, no 
more, it was faid, than the free exercife of the Ro- 
man Catholic religion was to take place; but the 
prefent ad went to a full and circumftantial efta- 
blifhment of it, on a footing fuperior to that of the 
Proteftant religion, which, by the prefent meafure, 
could not be deemed to enjoy any more than a fim- 
ple tolei:ation. Was this coniifbent with the cha- 
racter 
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rafter of the Britifh nation, hitherto efteemed the 
bulwark of the Proteftant caufe ? Wa$ it found po- 
licy to entourage a perfuafion, from which fo much 
mifchief was ufed to be apprehended, and of which 
the maxims inftilled in their earlieft education had 
taught them principally to beware ? 

The extenfion of the boundaries of that Province 
was reprobated with great afperity : it was juftify- 
ing, in a manner, thofe claims of France that had 
occasioned the laft war : it was appropriating terri- 
tories to a government that was intended to be the 
ifeat of arbitrary power ] and taking them from thofe 
who had afliiled- in the conqueft of them, in the juft 
and well-founded hope of annexing them to their 
own pofleflfions. This was a flagrant aft of injuftice, 
and would unqiieftionably be confidercd as fuch by 
sfll the Britilh Colonies. 

If the oppofrtion it met with in Parliament was 
wafrtn and fpirited, the difcontent it excited with- 
out was much greater. As its appearance was ini- 
mrcal to liberty and Proteftantifm, the nation at 
lai^e received it with unufual marks of difappro- 
baticfti. ^The former afts were efteemed proper in 
the ptefent exigencies to curb the violence of the 
Americano ; biit this was looked upon as an attempt 
to invade the liberty and the religion eftablilhed by 
the law3 of the land : though an indireft, it feemed 
no lefsa real attack upon both j and produced much 
ill-will and fufpicion among the generality of people. 
It had alfo another efFeft, of which the miniftry 
was not perhaps aware, when they firft ventured to 
bring it forth. It diminiflied the popularity of the 
mealures that had been formed againft the Ameri- 
cans : it reftored them a number of thofe friends to 
their caufe, whom their late outrageous proceedings 
had difgufted ; and even cooled the feiTOUX with 
which many had concurred in the views of the 
miniftry. 

But 
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But the zeal and numbers with which their con? 
dud had been fupported in Parliament, ^ve thefe a 
full confidence of fuccefs. As they imagined jhe 
Colonies depended chiefly upon the countenance of 
their wellwilhers at home, they doubted not, that 
upon receiving intelligence how weak the party was 
become to which they looked up for afliftance, they 
would lofe courage, and acquiefcein the will of Great 
Britain ; efpecially on beholding full proofs that (he 
was earnell in her determination to bring them into 
her own meafures, at all hazards ; and would cer- 
tainly exert her whole ftrength, if neceflary, to com- 
pafs an end in which her intereft and dignity were 
equally and eflentiaily concerned. 

The truth was, that the fame and grandeur of 
the Britifh nation were fuch at this period, that it 
V was never imagined the Colonies would ferioufly dare 
to contend with fo formidable a people. As the late 
triumphs of Great Britain in fo many pans of the 
world, ftill continued to make an impreffion upon the 
minds of its rulers, they flattered themfelves that they 
would ftill operate in the remembrance of others. In 
this expectation, they judged that when the Ameri- 
cans faw the ancient fpirit of the Britilh adminiftra- 
tion revive, they would not riik a trial of prowels 
with thofe fleets and armies which the combined 
ftrength of the two greateft natioiis in Europe had 
not been able to refift. 
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CHAP. VI, 

Confecjuences of the foregoing' A&s. 

QUCH were the ideas and the hopes of the mi- 
1^ niftry, and of a great part of the Britifh nation. 
1 hey were as juftly founded as the general experi- 
cnce of mankind could render them; but as the 
profperity and adverfity of ftates, as well as individ- 
uals, depend upon events and cafualties which it is 
not in the power of political wifdom always to fore- 
fee, thefe flattering expedations, however they might 
feem reafonable, o^Iy ferved to increafe the number- 
Icfs proofs, how often the wifdom of the completeft 
ftatefmcn 15 deceived \x\ the calculation of thofe con- 
tingencies that decide the fate of nations. 
■ VariQus were the expedlations entertained from the 
' meafures now carrying into execution. It was hoped 
that, by depriving Bofton oftheufe of its harbour, 
die great trade it had hitherto engrofled to itfelf, 
would be divided among the other fea-ports in the 
Province of Maflachufet : it was imagined that of 
courfe they would exert their beft endeavours to re- 
tain it, and would not therefore exprefs or feel much 
concern for the treatment of that town. It was 
no lefs believed that the feverity exercifed upon 
the Colony of Maflachufet, would ftrike terror into 
the others, and might poflibly, from the commer- 
cial jealoufies and competitions that had fubfifted' 
between the northern and fouthern Colonies^ be 
viewed with fome fecret fatisfadtion, and hppe of 
deriving fome advantages from it§ deprefliftn, Henc^ 
it was inferred, , that each of then* would remain 
quiet on their own groqnd j and that, inftead of en* 
tangling thenifelves jn any emparraflineflt on its ac- 
Vot. I. No. 3.. . ,1 . count. 
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count, the unanimitv which had linked them in fo 
many efFufions of difcontcrit, would gradually eva- 
porate, and leave thetn in a more traftable fitua- 
tion. 

But thefe expeftations proved groundlefs in every 
refpedt. Inftead of IJiowing the leaft inclination to 
profit through their misfortune, every proof of at- 
tachment and friendfhip was given to the people of 
Bofton ; and they had the fatisraftion of feeing them- 
felves applauded and aflifted by the whole American 
continent. ' > . 

< 

The fpint of oppofition had been gathering more 
ftrength and determination than Was. thought of in 
Britain j an unfortunate ignorance of the native cTia* 
tafter of the Americans, waisthecaufe of unfpeak-. 
able detriment throughout the whole of this conffeft. 
The generality of people, many of the firft' rank not 
excepted, were fully perfuadfed that they would * 
never proceed beyond thofe expreflions of difcon- 
tent with which they firft began. When it was 
feen, by the meafures they adopted upon the re- 
jection of their petitions, that they would not flop 
at bare complamts, ftill it was firmly aflerted, and 
iinhappily believed, that riots and difturbances 
vrould be the utmoft of their refentment and re- 
liftance. The idea of a fteady, regular oppofition 
.of force to force, did not enter into the minds of 
many. It was fondly hoped, that on thd fight 
<tf the military ftrength that was now preparing 
againft them, they would decline all further conteft, 
and peaceably fubmit to the injuhftions of Great 
Britain. 

' ' But far diflbrent in reality- from thefe nctrons 
wafe the difpofition and temper of the Americahs : 
jpaflivenefs and humility' were no part of their cha- 
rafter: they wtre. bred from their infancy in the 
Righeft fentitnents of independency -, and were 
taughf, by continual examples, to repel every en- 
croachment 
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croftcbment upcm their property^ or pcrfonal privi- 
kges. They were educated in habits of hardinefs 
and aftivity^ that fitted tb^m betimes for thofe la- 
bours and exertions that accompany a military life. 
They were uncommonly expert in the ufe oi fire- 
arms ; and their native courage and intrepidity had 
been proved upon a variety of occafions^ and were 
iiever called in qudtion t^ thofe who knew them. 

The late war had traiiiied numbers of them to the 
regular ufe of arms; and they were lK>t deficient in 
individuals who had greatly fignalized themfelves at 
that time, both by fea and land. 

Such werfc the people whom prejudice reprefented 
as equally unable and unwilling to face the power 
and valour of Great Britain in the field ; and whom 
the very terror of her arms would alone be able to 
conquer. 

It was not furprizing, therefore, that animated by 
that fpirit of liberty which, in a nation a{piring at in^- 
dependence, is ever ftrongeft, they (bould uirani- 
moufly confpire to fupport each other in every diffi* 
culty they expcdted to cncoiTUter. 

This difpofition, thotigh common to them all, was 
confpicuduily evident in the Provinces of New Eng* 
land : the inhabitants of this part of America gjbried 
particularly in their being the genuine defcendants 
of Britilh anceftors, unmixed with foreign blood, and 
inheriting the qualities upon which the natives of 
Britain value themfelves. 

. When they were duly apprized of the ftorm that 
was gathering, againft them, they coolly and deliber^ 
ately prepared to meet it* Every meafure was con* 
certed for that purpofe which their circumftances 
enabled them to emplo)' ; and they feemed univet^^ 
ially refolved to perfift, at all perils^ in the r^fii^ce 
they had begun* 

I 2 They 
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They now were thoroughly convinced that Great 
Britain was inflexibly bent on reducing them to a 
ftate of unlimited obedience, and intended to go- 
vern them henceforward entirely upon fuch plans as 
(he might think proper to form without their con- 
currence : they doubted not that in thofe plans her 
interefts would be wholly confulted, and little notice 
taken of thofe of the Colonies : thefe would unquef- 
tionably be rendered entirely fubfervient to her con- 
veniency ; and every advantage would be taken that 
force could give, or policy might fuggeft. 

In the full convidion that fuch would be their 
treatment, and that of all America, in cafe Great 
Britain was fuifered to execute her prefent defigns, 
it was deemed highly proper to combat them by 
every means in their power. Should they fail in their 
endeavours, and be overcome by the fuperior might 
of their enemy, ftill their condition would not be 
worfe than if they yielded without refiftance ; but if, 
on the contrary, they proved fuccefsful, their future 
profperity would make ample amends for the diffi- 
culties and diftrefles they muft go through to arrive 
at the fituation they propofed. 

Such were the genferal reafonings of the people 
in America upon the preparations and menaces of 
Britain to compel them to fubmiffion. ♦ Inftead of 
intimidating or difuniting them, the aftive mea- 
fures refolved upon by the miniftry, had, on the 
contrary, bound them more firmly to each, other 
than ever. As they now faw they muft ftand 
or fall together, all diftinftions of intereft or per- 
fuafion were immediately loft in the great confider- 
ation of felf-defence and exiftence: thefe became 
the principal objeds of their thoughts ; and Great 
Britain, in taking up arms rather in hope of ter- 
rifying them into compliance than in expeftation 

of 
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of coming to hoftilities, found them united in a 
common refolution, to perifli fooner than obey. 

The high and determined fpirit that had Ihown 
itfelf fo early in the Province of Maffachufet, ftill 
continued. In purfuance of a vote againft their ac- 
ceptance of falaries from the Crown, the Chief JuC- 
tice and the other Judges of the Superior Court at 
Bofton, were required by the Houfc of Reprefenta- 
tives to declare, whether they would receive them as 
ufual from the General Affembly: foiir of them 
anfwered in the affirmative ; but the Chief Juftice, 
Peter Oliver, had the refolution to give them a 
denial. This produced a petition to the Governor 
for his removal ; which not being complied with, 
they proceeded to impeach him for having betrayed 
his truft, and violated the Provincial charter in ac- 
cepting a falary from th^ Crown inftead of the cuf- 
tomary grant from the Affembly. In this bold and 
dccifive meafure, eight only declined a concurrence 
out of one hundred members prefent on this import- 
ant occaiion. 

The Governor refufed to receive the accufation 
exhibited by the Affembly, and declined all inter- 
ference in the matter. They had required him to 
aft in the capacity of judge on the trial; but he 
pleaded incompetency to fuch an office. They did 
not recede, on the other hand, and infifted that the 
law (hould be executed againft the Chief Juftice, as 
an example to deter all men from proftituting their 
abilities in the differvice of their country, efpeci- 
ally in fo facred a place as a Court of Judicature. 
As it was evident that no obftruftions would be 
found fufficient to prevent them from carrying the 
point they had propofed, and bringing on a profe- 
cution, which would be attended with great incon- 
venience and danger, the Governor thought it 
prudent, iq order to fufpend all frirther animofities, 

I 3 to 
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CO put an end to the difputc at pre(ent, by diflolviflg 
the Aflcmbly. 

In this fituation were the affiiir« of that Province 
when intelligence arrived of the Bofton Port Bill. 
3uch a meamre being totally unexpe&ed^ occafioned 
equal aftoni(hment and alarm. A town-meeting 
was immediately (iimmoned, at which the refolution 
was taken to put a flop to all tt^ade with Britain 
and her dependencies, and to procure a like ceflation 
diroughout the Colonies, as the only method re- 
maining to induce the Britifh mintftry to repeal fo 
fevere an aft ; for the extreme impolicy and injuf- 
tice of which they appealed to the judgment and feel-* 
ing of all the impartial world. 

Numerous copies of the aA were printed and diC- 
perfcd over all the American continent. They kin- 
dled a flame that proved inextinguiihable. In order 
to ftrike the eyes of the multitude, thefe copies were 
on paper edged with black, as ufual in mourning, 
to denote the mortal Mow given to the liberty of 
America. The aft was cried about by the vulgar^ 
as a barbarous and cruel murder ; and in fome places 
was committed to the flames with great Iblemnity, in 
the prefence of crowds fummoned together for that 
purpofe. 

In the midft of Aefe diforders General Gage ar- 
rived at Bofton, in quality of Governed. He had 
been fele&ed by the miniftry for this pofl:, as an offi- 
cer of reputation, and as a gentleman in favour and 
efteem with the Americans ; among whom he had 
refidcd many years, and with whole charafter and 
difbofition he was thoroughly acquainted. 

The firft oflicial aft of his government, was to in- 
form the Aflembiy of their intended removal to the 
town of Salem, feventeen miles diftant from Bofton, 
in conformity with the late aft for depriving this 
place of the ufe of its pon. 

Ta 
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To imprefs the pcx>ple at large with a deep fenfc 
of the diftrefled fituationthey were in, the Affembly 
^quefled the Governor to appoint a day of public 
devotion throughout the Colony, to deprecate the 
evils impending on it ^ but the purpofes ptopofed 
by it were too obviouaFuot to meet with a negative. 

Proyinciai meetings were held in the mean time 
in every Colony. They all condemned, in the 
ftrongeft terms of diTapprobation, the adt that had 
be^n paiTed againfl Bofton : they unanimouAy pr6* 
tefted agatnH: the principles on which it was framed^ 
and folemniy agreed to reiiil. it to the 1^, and to 
unite in the mdi vigorous affiftance of therr perfe- 
CUted fellow countrymen, 

Virgima» as on a former occafion, took the lead 
in a public avowal of its fentiments. The firil day 
of June had been appointed for the Bofton Port A<^ 
to take place.: on that very day the General Affem- 
bly of that Province enjoined a public fqpplication 
to Heaveh in behalf of America. The ftile of this 
injuo&iori was remarkable i the people were diredked 
to bcfeech the Deity to give them one heart and one 
mind^ firmly to oppofe everyinvafion of the Ameri- 
4:an ri^s<. 

The example of Virginia was followed every- 
j^h^re $ and the firib of June obferved as a day of 
univerfal prayer and fcrioufnefs throughout the con- 
tinent of America. 

But independent of thefe afts of devotion^ the 
jmembers ot the Afletmbly of Virginia entered into 
an aiToctation, in which they dedared; that to en- 
deavoutj by force of arms to compel any Colony to 
the payment of arbitrary taxes, was. In reality, an 
attack upon .all the Cbkmies> and wouM ptelVt their 
•oertaia mini; unfefs prevented by their 4irnitliVg in a 
ComoiQti refiftance^ ; They reconxim^nded for this 
prpofc A General Congicfs of the Colonies, to dell- 
Mi I 4 berate 
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berate on the coaduft requifice tobe^adopted in tlietf 
prefent crickal circumftances. 

Though Pennfylvania and New York concurred 
in the general ideas of the Virginians, they ftill re* 
tained that degree of moderation which a due fenfe 
of their condition, as a commercial people, could 
not fail to fugged. A total ftoppage of trade with 
Great Britain was a meafure of too ferious an impoit* 
ance^ in their opinion, to be adopted before all 
others had been tried, and found inefied:uaL The 
indemnification required for the Ead India Com* 
pony, they acknowledged to be juft ; but they could 
not admit of a tax which deprived them of the ex- 
clufive right to grant their own mone5\ In this 
matter' they continued inflexibly refolved to adhere 
to their long- taken determinations, and would fup- 
port the people of Maflachufet to the utmoflof their 
power, againft the oppreffion and :ill*ijfage they 
might experience on that account. 

Such alfo was the general temper and determina- 
tion of the. Colonies on this fubjeft 5 invariably fixed 
in their refolution to abide by their refufal of obedi- 
ence to Britain in the aJfeir of taxes i but ftill defi- 
rous to abftain from extrenjities, till every other re- 
medy had failed. 

In the. mean. time, General Gage had a v^ery- diffi- 
cult part to ad in his new government. Though 
much refpeft was (hown to his perfonal chafafter, 
♦yet the * talk ' he was coAirtiiffioned to perform was 
highly, oifenfive to the people he was fent' to govern. 

When the Aflembly of Maflachufet met at Salem^ 
.they did -not fcf get to pais : a. refolution, declaring 
the. propriety and neceflicy af',a':general meetiiig of 
all the Colonies, in Congrefe, in order .to^xxinfer^ to- 
gether, upon the fituation of American afikirs.- ^Fivc 
gentlemen were named to reprefent their Province, 
.w^ll known for) their ftremious of^fitionto^Britah 

meafures; 



*'i* wVi 



LATE W A K* 137 

mcafures ; and a competent funi was voted for their 
cxpences. 

All this they knew muft be highly difagreeable to 
the Governor ; but as they were fenfible that his in- 
ftruftions were by no meaiis favourable to them, they 
tht:>ught themfelves entitled, on the other hahdj to 
take what fteps they might efteeni neceffary to 
couateraft them. 

' Coftvinced, at the &m6 tirtlie, that the moment 
their intentions were percei^red, an end would be put 
to the feffiofi^ they 'ufed all e^cpeditioil in -drawing 
up a declaration bf their fentiments, to be communi- 
cated to the public, as a rule for the cortduA of thfe 
people of Maflachufa:, whofe implicit confidence la 
them would give the force of a law to whatever they 
Ihould lay before them by way of recommendation 
and advice. 

This declaration contained a repetition of grievan- 
ces ; the neceffity they were now under of ftruggling 
againft lawlefs power ; the difregard of their petitions, 
thbugh founded on the cleareft and moft equitable 
reafons s the . evident intention of Great • Britain to 
deftroy the conftitution tranfmitted to them from 
their anceftors, and to ereft iipon its ruins a fyftem 
of abfolute fway, incompatible with their dilpofition, 
and fubverfiveof the rights tijey had uninterruptedly 
enjoyed during the fpacje of more than a century and 
a half. Impelled by thefe motives, they thought it 
their duty to advife the inhabitants of MaiTachufet 
to throw every obftruftion in their power in the way 
of fucb evil deiigns, and recommended, as one of 
the* moil effedual, a total difufe of all importations 
fronn Great Britain, unul an entire redrefs bad been 
obtained of every grievance. 

Notwitfaflanding thefborefy with which this bufi- 
nefs was carried on^ -thb Governor was apprized 
of it; and on the very day it was completed, and 

the 
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the rcp&n of it made to the Houfe^ he diflblved the 
AiTembly ; which was the lad that was held in thac 
Colony, agreeable to the tenor of ita chaitcr* 

The diflblution of the General Affembly was fol* 
lovt^ed by an ejipoftulatory addrefs from the inhabit 
iint§ of Salem » wherein, after deploring the calami-' 
ties of the times, and their grief for the fuiferings of 
the people of Bofton, they entreated the Governor to 
f»^ towards them wiid^ all the lenity that remained in 
ki» f>ower ; and concluded with thcfe. remarkable 
word^: -?rf " By (hutting up the ;port,of- Bofton, 
-*f fome ima^ne that the courfe of trade might be 
*^ turned hither, and to our benefit; but Nature^ 
** in the formation of ow harbour, forbids our 
^* becoming rivals in commerce with that conveni-* 
^ - ent n»rt ; and were it othcrwife, we muft be 
*^ dead to every idea of juftice, loft to all feelings of 
•« humanity, could we indulge one thought to feize 
^< on wealth, and raiie our fortunes on the ruin of 
V our fufiering neighbours/' 

Sentiments of thia Jiind were the more generous 
and noble, as previous to the altercation between 
Great Britain and her Cdonies, warm competitions 
in trade had been ufual among the towns iituated in 
the neighbourhood of Bofton, of whofe profperity 
fome of them were not a little jealous. 

As Salem was now become the capital of the 
Province, and reaping the fruits of that trade which 
bad besni.tal^en frofn Boflon^ it was imagined that 
intereftj MTOuld have gained over to the eaufe of Bri* 
tain thofe who were benefited by her meaitiret:. but 
they who reafoned upon this principle, forgot, tku 
the paii&ons of men are always ftronger tlun their 
intereft; ^and that the .confideration of this, never 
prepionderrites but in minds that are cool, anddi- 
y^ed of their, influence.' The Americans, at thi^ 
icrifiSy were under the ftrongeft influence of apaf- 

fion 
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fion f(V libert^r, and wciSQ rca<}jr to fecrffifc^ to it all 
tfaac was dcarcft t<> them, ' t 

Depending liowever- ijpon tKis . pnn^ the 

friends of the Britilh government had conceived the; 
moft (anguine hopes, that , rempving the fcene of 
bufinefs to Salem, woiild Haye fo much diftreffpd 
the mercantile claffes, that they would ghidly hate 
come into the mejifutcs required pf them ; but they 
remained firm in' their engagements, and preferred 
che inconveniences and detrijpent r^ftilting from 
their perfeverancc, to the Jofs of charafter they muft 
have? fuffered, h^d they forfaken the caufe of their 
countrymen. 

To this it may be added^ that from thefluftu^tng 
and precarious fituation of public affairs, they forc- 
fiiw that little cmplumcnt could, at prcfent,, be ex- 
pefted from their compliance ; they wifely chofis 
therefore to wait for a feafon of more (lability; 

During thefe agitations, intelligence arrived at 
Boflon of the two reinaining bills that had been 
framed; the one for the new-modelling of the go- 
vernment of Maffachufet, and the annulling of its 
charter ; the other for the adminiftration of juftice 
upon a new plan. 

This intelligence was circulated throug|h the Co- 
lonies with the utmoft diligence, and completed that 
meafure of refentment which feemed neceflary to 
precipitate them into che moft violent meaftrcs. 
Such as before appeared to he(itate, became feed in 
their determinations, A ceflation of all comrnercial 
intercourie was again propofed, and a renewal of all 
tfaofc agreements that tended tp the fole ufe of theij: 
own manufa(Sures. 

Contributions were now rjiifed in iall cjiiarters for 
the relief of the inhabitants of Boftpni* - t^i^teT^ and 
addrcflcs came fo them from* coiporAte bodies, -at^d 
provjncial afTemblies, praifing them in the higheA 
terms for the courage with which they fubmitted 

to 
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to prefenc hardfliips for the gooc} and honour of their 
country, and exhorting them to perfevere in the 
fted faft adherence to a caufe which could not fail, 
through fuch fupporters, to become triumphant at 
laft. . . 

But notwithftanding.the foirit of violence and hof- 
tility to Great Britain that feemed now to predomi- 
*nate, there ftill was a large number who, refleding 
on the terrible confequences of rulhing immediately 
to arms, laboured carefully to inftil their fenti- 
mehts into others. To thefe it was owing that the 
rage and indignation of the majority were kept in 
any bounds, and that the final decifion of the con- 
duct America Ihould purfue, was referred to a g«ie- 
ral Congrefs, 

But though they fucceeded fb far as to prevent an 
immediate commencement of hoflilides, they could 
not put a flop to thofe proceedings that prepared 
and fitted the minds of men for any that might 
happen. 

Of all the committees in America that managed 
the correfpondence on public affairs throughout their 
own Province, and with the other Colonies, that 
fettled at Boflon was compofed of fome of the moft 
noted perfons in America for their abilities, and their 
antipathy to Britain. Through their efforts and 
adiivity^ the complaints and difcontents at her mea- 
fureswere kept up and propagated; and their zeal 
was indefatigable in the encouragement of that fpirit 
of refiflance, on which they founded thq execution 
of the defigns they were meditating. 

The arrival of the two laft afts of the Britifti Par- 
liament having raifed the fermentation throughout 
the Province to its higheft. pitch, this was the time to 
begin the unfolding of that plan, for which they faw 
the difpofitions of men. were daily ripening, and the 

feireft opportunity given. . > 

Thev 
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They prepared an s^reement accordingly; — 
which, in imitation of that which the enecojies to 
monarchy framed during the civil wars in ^ England 
in the laft century, was entided a folenin , Le^ue 
and Covenant. Herein the fubicribers fplemnly 
bound themfelves, in the mo{t religious joianner^ 
to break off all commercial intercourfq with Gi'eat; 
Britain after the expiration of the. enfuing month o^ 
Auguft, until the late obnoxious afts were repeal-* 
cd, and the Colony . repQffefled of its charter.—^ 
They obliged themfelves neither to purxJiafe or^tq 
ufe any goods imported after that term, apd tp break 
ciFall trade and dealings with any who didt as well 
as with the importers. They renounced all con- 
nexion with thofe who (hould refufe to bind them- 
felves in a fimilar manner, either by this j or a like 
agreement ^ and concluded by threatening to^ make 
public the names of ail who declined to^entecinto 
Tuch engagements* 

The committee exerted krelf with its ufual dill- 
gence in the. promoting this Covenant, which was 
attended with a circular letter, exhorting all men to 
fet their names to it, as a teft oi their .fidelity to the 
caufe of their country. All New England adopted 
it with the utmoft zeal. 

It was not however at Bofton only, and .the Pro- 
vinces of New England, that this fpirit of oppoiitioo 
prevailed ; the fame agreements were as readily en- 
tered into ejfewhere ; and few parts of the Ameriq^i 
continent were without them. 

Aftoniftied and; incenfedat this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding, the Govei[nor of Maflacjiufet Lffued a pro- 
cIamat:K)n againft it, whereip jt was (lil^d.aiji; illegal 
and tr^iterous combination, contrary : tq- J^e .alle-. 
giance due tq the King,* liubverfive of the authority, 
of Parliaijgy^Q,;, a^d deftriifitive to p^e,and good^ 
order., xeqmfc were forbidden to givcJt anycoun-. 
^nanc^,..u{ider the penalties ann|exe4 |oJuch onen-^ 
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ces ; ktid the maglftfkt^V' tvcfe admbttiffiecf to ap- 
ptchetid all perfon^ whoi^rfifould pvibllfy, fcbfcribe, 

B«'thfe prddamaf&it waidifregafd^a ; and Ortly 
fefVW'tdflioWvifhat little aiithorky rem^mcd to Great 
Hrttalh'-'ih^ thit Colony. .^lAftead of paying it arty 
&f *ririd6i ' ft /waj ptiblkly -attacked in print, ar^ 
ienftwed a^ illegal : the la(t^^, it tras aflerted, did not 
proMbit fubjeSs from aflRmbling to cdnfider of 
gneifiiidtiy ahd fottti aflbfciations fot their relief in 
i:^<W 6^ bt^rtffioA. — 

] In the meai time pt-efparatrons were making for 
ilic^ holding *of the intended' Congrefs. Philaddl. 
pliia, 'ftotti iris fit^afidh' Ipetween the North and 
South 'Gblohies, wds^'jtid^cd the moft ^ contenicjnt 
place-fdr^thsit putpofe, and' the beginning of Sep- 
tfembfer^ tfce fjfdper t?irie for meeting. The Depu- 
tie^'Whtt-wtfe to eompdfc it t^ere chofen by the Re*- 
prefentatives of each Province, oiit of their refpec- 
rive bodies i two wete the leaft, and feven the largeft 
nutabei*:feht by any Pfotincej but no. Colony had 
iftote thiit i fingle vote. 

The ' Wbvincial Afleriiblies that Were held pre- 
viou* to tfhe meeting of the Congrefs, foreboded the 
tranfaftions of that meeting. They were, as ufual, 
fiill of *dbltttions, cenfuringi in the ftrongeft terms, 
the conkStrd of the Britifh legiflature, and threat- 
ening to breajc off all comma-cial correfpondence 
with <jff eat Britain, unleft fhe complied with their 
requefts. .. . : j. 

The piople in Britalirt had now a foil profpeft of 
what they were to etptO: from the meafiires in 
whicH^ rhty liad bfeen^fo fangunie. They faw anr 
union ;^&(id /between • ill their Colonies, fotrnded 
on the Moiti' bottom of whit; they efteemed theif 
cbmmdrtr iritereft. - It 'ir$,i'n(k the intrignes of a 
pahy they had to deffatt, but thie combined power 
of a nbthttbtii people they had to encoimter, Vodnd 

together 
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t6gether by common rdtnttneta^. Experience had 
proved it impfdfticable to^ fow diffentions ^iflOftg;- 
them : they wtte therefore to be comibated Oh their' 
own groand, where unanimity in their canfe would ^ 
produce ttnivekki refiffcine^, and whence it \^ere in 
vain to look for any fuppfart, ■ ^ v; ij. :. 

'A fufHtient^earneff N^s'giveh of the fii^ftideft 
and jconftancy th.>t would be met with in the be*' 
hayiour of the inhabitants' of Boftwi. ' Neither fear 
ndfintereft had workcd^ the leaft chan^ in- their* 
determination.' They continued to bear With a paf* 
five, but ;mflciibic fortitude, the inconveniences 
and hardfliips^ to' which they were reduted iiy the 
deprivation of thpir port. TThcfe were dfeiiy ih^^- 
ing ; and bdgan to be ait' objeft- of great al*mV to^ aJI 
clalTes. The affiftarice theyhad-receivedfroma vari- 
ety of quarters was very confiderable, but was not,: 
however, adequate to the exigencies of a la^ge c<h^- 
mercial c^ty, .chiefly peopled with individuals em^ 
ployed in "the niiiriberlefs 6ccu|jation$ created by aft ' 
citerifive anc^flourjihing trade. Before theprdetit 
calamity had^ bfefaillcn thdtti,^ if; might with gfeaf 
truth be faid, that no place uptih ear*th Gc5uld eicedd, ' 
and 'few rtval'j'^thehappiheii'^iti inhabitants. 'Bof- 
ton was, in" fa6t,^thefcat of commerce and plenty. 
The itrimertfe bufinefs it tarried on, afforded' not 
only a fufficieriti'but a cbnifbrtiible fubfiftence to 
individuals of all Stanches afid denominations. Not 
only the neceffary and ufcfal, but the elegirit, and 
even fome of the luxurious ^arts; were cultivated 
amongft them. They were become a polite, a gay, 
and, what was more to their hbnour, a friendly and ' 
hofpitable people ; and conduced their enjoyments 
in a manner that ^tndered thettv' worthy of their ' 
profperity. { 

r in this happy Itate pf their circumffiances, they 
were fentenced at once' to a tbtal deprivation of aH 
niians of fubfiftihg/ The Bldw was not partial j 

it 
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it reached every perjfoo iJbttled there. Labourers* 
artificers, tradefmen,' merchants ; every one with- 
out exception participai:ed in the general calamity. 
They bpre thi? fu^idfii reverfe with a patience and 
determination to perfift in the fame line of afting 
that had brought it iipoi^ them,' which, afforded no 
fmall matter of furprize tOrtheir enemies, and of ex- 
ukartion tfi ; their friet\ds..: . 

.Affjong thefe , ^tt,Qr^ none fignalized themfelves 
with more zeal and alacrity than the people of Mar- 
bk-head, their near nei^bours ; and who by this ^ 
proximity^ were the moft likely to reap the greateft 
profit by .their diftreft; but inftead of endeavour- 
ing to,, turn it to. any account, they generoufly of- 
fered to tjie merchants oi Boftcwi the ufe of their 
harbour, wharfs, and warehoufes, free of all ex- 
pence* ' 

„ In the mean time trppps were .arriving at Bofton 
from all quarters. This increafe of a military force 
occafioi^cd great jealoufy throughout the Province., 
It was looked upon as a denunciation of- what they 
were (hortly to expeft, in c^e they continued ia 
their prefent difpofition. 

But inftead of betraying any figns of change, it . 
g^athered ftrength daily. . Proofs were continually 
given that the people in ihe neighbourhood of Bof- 
ton kept a watchful eye on the proceedings of ther 
Britifli troops there ; and would, on'the leaft notice 
of any harfh meafures againil the inhabitants, fly in- 
flantly to their relief. 

A report was fpread that a body of the military 
was pofted on the ill^hmus that joins the peninfula 
upon which Bofton ftands, to the main - land, 
in Ofder to cut off its communication with the 
country, and compel it by famine to fubmit to any 
terms that might be impofed. Hereupon the coun- 
try affembled in large numbers, and difpatched 
me^engers tp Boftox^ to inquire mto the truth of 
/ ' ^ this 
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this report, and to aflure them they might depend 
upon the fpeedieft affiftancci in cafe of neceffity. 

They brought with them, at the fame time, ai> 
errand of far greater importance, as it (howed in its 
fulleft light the reality of their determinat;ions to 
keep their word with Britain, in refitting her to the 
laft. 

This errand was to inform the people of Bofton 
that. Were they to lofe coun^e fo far as to furrendet 
their liberties, the Province fhould not look upon 
Jtfclf as bound by fuch fubmiffion : Britain^ by 
breaking their charter, had annulled the original 
conttaft fubfifling between thenx; and they were 
now left to themfelves, and at. liberty to adt foi? 
their common prefervatioji as they thought moft 
^vifable. 

About die beginning of Auguft, d, formal noti* 
ficatlon of the two laft afts relating to the govern-* 
ment was received, together with a lift of the nevil 
council, confifting of thirty -fix members* But 
twelve of the number declined their conamifiions i 
and moft of thofe who accepted, were fpeedily ob- 
liged to refign them, in ofder to fave their property 
and perfons fron:i the fury of th6 multitude. 

The judges newly appointed experienced muck 
the fame treatment. All the inferior officers of the 
courts of judicature J the clerks, the juries, and aU 
others concerned^ explicitly, refuted to adt undef 
the new laws. In fome places the" populace fhuc 
up the avenuqs to the court-houfes j, and upon being 
required to make way for the judges and officers' 
of the court, they declared that they knew of no 
court aor eflablifliment in the Province contrary to 
tlie ancient ufages and forms, and would recognize 
none. 

The former conftitutioii being thus deftroyed by 
die Briti(h legiilature, and the people refufing to 
aicknowledge that which was fubftituted in its room» 

Vol. L No. 3. K - a dif- 
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^diffohnion of all governriient hecei&rily cnfuedr 
If ihe adherents to the Britifti meafiires ptbmifecf 
themfelves' dny advantages froni this appareni ftate 
cf anarch^s they were greatly deceived. The re- 
folution to oppofe the defigns of Great 'Britaio, pro- 
duced occafionally fome commotions ; but no other 
conftquences followed this defed of governn>ent ; 
peace ami good order remained everywhere through- 
out the Province, and the people demeaned them- 
felves with ks much reguiarity as if the laws.fliU 
continued in their full and formal vigour. 

The truth was, that the people, as w^ll as their 
rulers, looked upon their charafter and reputation 
to be deeply- concerned on this' occafion. They 
wfere convinced i: behoved them to .give the world 
indifputable proof that their difpofition was by.HO 
means unruly; and that, far from being inclined to 
riot and licentioiifnefs, they could prefe'rve the pub- 
\Kt peiace, and retain their vifuar fobriety and decen- 
ciy of behavioui*, ^without any other reftr^int than 
fhat of their 6\vn habits and incliiiations. 

III this feeming ceffation of rule and government, 
tbey difpldyed, inr^fiift, the moft. implicit teadii^efe 
to comply 'with ' every injuhdliioft of their leaders.* 
, Conformably to. their views, wiilft- th^y cai"efully 
abftained from rufhing openly to extremities; they 
were indefa'tigably taken up with every* jyreparation 
for war : arrfis were provided, and ammunition pro- 
cured by all individuals who could ufe them, and 
heavy denunciations of revenge made againft thofe 
who fhould oppofe their intentions. 

Upon recfeiviffg information of thefe preparations, 
General Gage thought it heceflary tp fortify the 
neck of 4and already mentioned, in order to guard 
the town from any fudden furprize. This excited 
frefti (iifcontents, and afforded ample caufe of com- 
plaint : It was reprefented as a commencement of 
hoftilitics, and asan undeniable evidence of the defign 
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fo long fufpcfted, to render the military abfolute 
mafters wherever they fhould be ftationed. 

Their complaints were fo loud on this occafion, 
that, fearing they might proceed farther, the Gene^ 
ral, by way of precaution againft all accidents of this 
kind^ took the refolution of feizing the powder, and 
Qther military flores, lodged in the Provincial ma- 
gazines at Cambridge and Charleftown. Thi» ftcp 
appeared the more prudent, as the time was now 
approaching for the apnual mufter of the militia; 
when it was apprehended, that if any hoftile defigns 
were in agitation, this, would certainly be the feafon 
for executing, them. , 

It is not improbable that fuch was the intention of 
the people of Maffachufet. The refentment and 
indignation univerfally expreflfed at his conduct, ^d 
the violent meafurcs immediately proposed,, feemed 
to be didated by difappointment, and manifefted a 
concerted readinefs to proceed to extreoiities on the 
firft opportunity. With difficulty were they pre- 
vented by fuch as had the mod influence over them, 
from marching to Bpfton, and threatening to attack 
the troops, unlefs the ftores that had been feized 
were immediately returned. 

But though retarded few: the prefent, their revenge 
W;as fully determined upon. Not only Maffachu- 
fet, but all New England, cpncurred in this deter- 
mination. To imprefsthe military at Bofton with 
a due perfuafion that no ej^cefTes on their part would 
be attended with impunity, an alarm was fpread that 
they were engaged in adtual fight with the town's 
people. This report brought inltantly thoufands to- 
gether, who proceeded towards Bofton with the ut- 
moft fpeed, and made no halt till they had full cer- 
tainty that the report was. premature. 

In Bofton itfelf, where the military were abfo- 
lute, open defiance was bid to the Governor him- 
felf. The company of cadets that ufed to attend 

K 2 the 
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the Provincial Governors on ceremonial occafions^ 
difbanded themfelves, and returned him the flandard 
he bad, as ufual, prefaced them with on his ac- 
ceffion to the government. This -flight was the 
more feh and mortifying, as this b6dy confifted 
wholly of young gentlemen of fortune and &(hion» 
and of families hithefo repiKed to be attached to 
the Britifh mtereft. 

This public renunciation of afl fonber eonnec* 
tion with the Governor, by {o re{pe6table a ccn-ps^ 
was by difceming people confidered as an evil pre- 
lage/ It had been cniefly occafioned by Kis de- 
priving th^ir Colonel of his commiflion. This was 
the celebrated Mr. Hancock, a gentleman whofe in- 
tereft and influence were very extenfive^ and whofe 
charafter Was extremely popular. By dffebliging 
him in this manner, he raifed himfetf aa enemy^ 
whofe popularity did not fail to create him a mul- 
titude of others. 

A^nother inftance of the like nature happened at 
the fame time. A colonel in the Provincial militia 
having accepted a feat in the new eotincil, twenty- 
four officers of his regiment refined their commif- 
fions in one day. 

From thefe ^cimens of the temper of the Ame- 
ricans, it was eafy to prognofticate what confe- 
quences would infallibly relult from their invete- 
racy. 

During thefe proceedings, the towns in the neigh- 
bourhood of Boflx)n appointed a meeting of their 
principal inhabitants, wherein they agreed to reftife 
all obedience to the late afts of uie Britifh Parlia- 
ment, and engaged to indemnify all perfbns who 
Ihould' be prolecuted for difobedience to the courts, 
and the other powers eftablifhed by them : they . 
declared all members of the new council violators 
of the duty they owed to their country, and warned 

them 
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them to refign their pods, under the penalty of being 
treated as public enemies. 

They exhorted the people, at the fafne time, to 
perfedt themfelves in military difcipline, and to af* 
iembic once a week for that purpofe. They ad'* 
vifed them to be perpetually on their guard againft 
the defigns of their enemies ; who^ it was faid, had 
determined to feize upon thofe among them who 
'had moft fignalized themfelves by their oppoiitiou 
CO the tyrannical meafures of the BritiQi miniftry^ 
Should fuch an attempt be made, they were direftj- 
ed to refift it ; and if it (hould lucceed, to feize, in 
their turn, every officer they could find, and de-r 
tain thctn jtijl their own friends were reftored to 
Jiberty. 

They recommended to the receivers of the pub-* 
lie revenue, not to deliver it to the treafurer, but to 
retain it in their own hands till the conftitution of 
the Province was reftored, or ^ Provincial Congrefs 
ihould otherwife difpofe of it. 

After diefe and levcrgLl other admonitions, they 
concluded by entreating the people tp continue in 
fuch a firm unanimous oppofition to their enemies, 
as might convince them that all their endeavours to 
ppprefs America would be vain ; and that in fo juft 
and noble a caufe, " the condud of the Americans 
would be fuch, as to merit the approbation of the 
wife, and the admiration of the brave and free of 
every age, and of every country/' — Thofe were their 
words. 

A remonft ranee was next prefented to the Govern 
nor againft the fortifications carrying on at Bofton, 
They herein informed him, that they intended by 
no means to commence hoftilities with the Britim 
troops ; but were at the lame time equally refolyed, 
through the Divine affiftance, never to fubmit to 
the late oppreffive a6ts. Th^ Complained of in-^ 
Suiting behaviour from the military, and particu- 
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larlyofthe fei2^ure of their militaiy ftores. They 
imputed to thefe caufes the ferment now raging 
throughout the Provinces, and which nothing could 
lay but a total ftop to fuch proceedings. 

In order, if poflible, to reftore things to fome 
degree of tranquillity, the Council advifed the Go- 
vernor to call a General Aflembly. The writs were 
iffued accordingly ; but the heats and, animofities 
fo widely prevailing, and the deficiency of a coun- 
cil through the refignation of fo many of its mem- 
bers, induced him to countermand the writs by 
proclamation. But this latter meafure was held 
illegal, ^nd the Province elefted its Deputies, who 
met at Salem ; where, after waiting a day for the 
Governor, and on his not appearing, they voted them- 
felves into a Provincial Congrefs, and chofe Mr. 
Hancock prefident. 

A committee was immediately appointed to wait 
upon the Governor, and reprefent to him the ne- 
cefEty of taking the fenfe of the Colony upon the 
prefent critical fituation of its affairs. They enu- 
merated the grievances already fpecified, and re- 
quefted him, in the moft folemn manner, to difcon- 
tinue the works upon Bofton Neck. 

The Governor's anfwer was, that no inimical in- 
tentions were meant by the proceedings of the Britifli 
troops; felf-defence only was propofed. He re- 
minded the committee how ill it became them to 
complain of breach of charters, while, in defiance of 
government, they continued to hold Affemblies not 
warranted by law. 

But thefe expoftulations and recriminations ferv- 
ed only to increafe fufpicion and refentment on 
each fide. As mutual good-will and confidence 
were entirely loft, whatever was done was confidered 
in a finifter view ; and imputations of the hlackeft 
nature were affixed to every meafure reciprocally 
adopted. 

So 
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So dangerous' was the fituation of all adherents ^o 
the Britifli caufe become, that^they no longer dared 
to truft thenifelves out of Bbfton This was the 
only place where: they could remain in fafety. The 
Commiffioners of tjie Cuftoms, and all their atten^ 
dants, bad removed thither from Salem. Thus go- 
vernment, adminiftration of juftice, and commerce, 
were all equally at a ftand. 

Winter was now approaching. In order to pre- 
vent the altercations that might arife from the troopis 
being quartered upon the inhabitants, the inten- 
tion of the Governor was to ereft barracks for the 
accommodation of the former. But this intention 
was fruftrated by the leleft men of Bofton^ who 
compelled the worknien to deftft. Application was 
made to New York for a fupply of carpenters, but to 
as little purpofe ; and it was with the extremeft diffi- 
culty the troops were provided with wintef lodgt 
ments. 

He had no better fuccefs in his endeavours to 
procure winter covering for the foldiery. ' The mer- 
chants of New York, on being applied to, anfwered 
to a man, " That they would never fupply any ar- 
ticle for the benefit of men who were fent as ene- 
mies to their country." 

This treatment of the military tended not a lit- 
tle toincreafe their diflike of the inhabitants of Bof- 
ton. Thefe, on the. other hand, confcious of this 
refentment, looked upon them as men who would 
give a loofe to it on the firft occafion that offered. — 
Thus hatred and miilruft increafed reciprocally; 
and became the more violent and intenfe, from the 
neceffity of itifling their appearance, and covering 
them with mutual proteftations of good-will. 

While both parties were thus keeping a watch- 
ful eye upon each other in Bofton, the Province at 
large was making r^eady for thofe events which 
^very one forefaw would take place the enfuing 

K4 fpring. 



152 HISTORY OFTHE 

fpring* Magazines of military ftores were &liiied» 
people were trained to arms, and money was pro- 
vided. All this was-efTefted with the greater faci- 
lity and willingncfs, as they under whofe direAion 
it was done, difclaimed allftile of authority, and ad- 
drefled tbemfelves to the people as dieir friends and 
idvifers. 

It was in vain for the Governor to iffue a piocla^ 
mation, warning individuals to pay no regard to the 
injunctions of men who adted in contravention to all 
law, by affuming fuch a degree of authority. The 
more he reprobated the illegality of fuch proceedings, 
the more they were convinced of their propriety, in 
the prefent circumftances of their affairs, and the 
\f{^ ;bey were inclined to deyiate froin theiq. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Congrefs at Philadelphia. 

1774- 

IN the beginning of September the General Con^- 
grefs of all the Colonies met at Philadelphia, ac- 
cording to appointment. It confifted of fifty-one 
delegates. An Aflembly of this kind was an entire 
novelty in this hemifphere. Throughout the vaft 
dominions poflefled by Spain, no ii^urredions had: 
happened worthy of being recorded ; in thofe be- 
longing to Portugal fubmiflion had always prevailed; 
and France had never found it a difficult jtafk %o 
govern her American pofTeflions. It was referved 
lor Britaih ti3 afford the extracM-dinary fpedacle of 
Colonies fevering themfelves from the parent date, 
and uniting againft her in a regular and orderly 
refiftance. 

The peaceable obedience to the commands of 
their relpedtive fovereigns in the Spanifli, Portu- 
guefe, and French Colonies, is deducible firom the 
nature of their domeftic government. Accuilomed 
in their own country to an implicit acquiefcence in 
the didates of the court, individuals who fettled in 
foreign parts, carried with them thofe habits of com- 
pliance which, like all others implanted by educa- 
tion^ are always retained. 

But the vaft difparity of charader formed by con- 
trary habits, could not fail to produce very differ- 
ent effeds in the Colonies founded by England. In 
temper, inclination, and purfuits, the £ngli(h Co- 
lonifls are the revcrfe of thofe fubjed to the forego- 
ing nations. 

Thi^ 
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This wide, difference i$ accounted for by recur- 
ring to the difpofition of the Englifh themfelves* 
Bred in the higheft fentiments of freedom, they 
preferve and propagate them wherever they go. 
Hence, in the i^unierous emigrations from England 
to America that have taken place in the lad and 
the prefent century, the fpirit that was prevalent at 
the time they happened, always accompanied the 
cmigrators. This accounts in particular for the 
paffionate attachment to republican principles that 
marks the charafter of the people in New England, 
whofe forefathers were the moft zealous adherents to 
that party whirh oppofed monarchy with fo much 
outrageoufnefs and violence in the laft century. 

Fraught with the high fpirited notions that charac- 
terize the Britilh nation, it is not furprizing that the 
inhabitants of Britilh America ftiould feel the fame 
repugnance to make any conceflion unfavourable to 
liberty that is profeffed by the natives of this ifland ; 
in which thefe glory, and which they confider not 
only as the moft (hining part of their charafter, but 
as the, fource of all thofe advantages ;hey pofiefs in a 
fuperior degree to other nations. 

Another material caufe may be affigned for the 
-forwardnefs expreffed by the people of New Eng- 
land in afferting every privilege to which they 
thought themfelves entitled. This part of Britilh 
America is chiefly peopled with white men ; the 
proportion of blacks being no more than a twentieth. 
The lands are divided into fmall lots, each of them 
freeholds : this produces a numerous commonalty, 
who live in plenty, though not in luxury. An equa- 
lity of circumftances places them on a footing of 
friendlinefs and mutual intercourfe, that renders it 
dangerous to aim at innovations, or at too much 
authority over them. 

1 ' t 
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A people thus coriftituted, enjoy a weight and 
confequence unknown in countries where great 
quantities of land are in the pofleffion of a few. 
Here the number to be bought or influenced being 
fmall, that bufinefs is much more eafily accorripUflied 
than where multitudes are to be confulted whofe cir- 
cumftances fet them above neceflity, and whofe edu^ 
cation renders them obflinatfely attached to the con- 
ftitution of their country. 

Long ago it was forefeen, that a time would come 
when the people of New England would lay claim 
not only to freedom in its utmoft extent, but to poi- 
litical independency. The principles they were 
brought Up in, taught them juftly to confider the 
firft as their due ; and the jealoufy of incroachments 
upon it, would lead them to bear impatiently the de- 
pendence upon any power diftindt from their own. 
Experience (howed, that while unable tp caft off 
fuch a yoke, they bore it even then with rduftance. 
It was no matter of aftonifliment that, thinking them- 
felves able to refift it, they ftiould refufe to bear it 
any longer. 

That fpirit of reliftance of which Great Britain 
now fo bitterly complained, was therefore the necef- 
fary and native growth of thofe Colonies which fhe 
had founded, foftered, and reared, with fo much at- 
tention and care, to their prefent ftate of maturity. 
They felt the ftrength arid importance to which they 
had attained, and were defirous to excrcifeit accord- 
ing to their own ideas. 

They were now met altogether for the firft time, 
in the perfons of their delegates. After having for 
many years dwelt, as it were, feparate from each other, 
and often differed about their various interefts, they 
now laid afide all prepoffeffi6ns and antipathies, and 
cordially agreed to unite their refpeftive abilities of 
every kind, in oppofition to the power and demands 
of Great Britain. 

This 
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This was a fcene that called up the attention of 
fSi Europe ; but efpedally of thofe dates that had 
large pofleffions in Anierica. They faw the be* 
ginning of a conteft, the final ifiue of which might 
afietft them in the moft ferious manner. Were the 
Britifli Colonies to fucceed in their attempt, fo far 
as to place themfelves on a footing of total indepen<f* 
ence upon Great Britain, th;s might prove a pre« 
cedent of the moft fatal tendency to their intereft. 
It might induce their own Colonies to imitate thofe 
of Englandi in hopes of meeting with the like 
fuccefs. 

Thoie pow(^rs9 on the other band, who had no 
Colonies, viewed with a fecret fatisfaftion the em- 
barrafTments of a ftate whofe might they dreaded, and 
wifhed to fee diminiflied. 

The delegates were enjoined by the inftruftions 
they had received from their conftituents, folemnly 
to acknowledge the fovereignty of Great Britain 
over them, and their willingnefs to pay her the full^ 
eft dsedience, as far as the conftitution authoriCed 
her to demand it : .they were to difclaim all notions 
of feparating from her ; and to declare it was with 
the deepeft regret they beheld a fufpenfion of that 
confidence and affection which had fo long, and (6 
h^pily for both, iubfifted between Great Britaun and 
her Colonies. 

But they were no lefs carefully direftedji at the 
fame time, to afiert the rights tranfinitted to them 
by their anceftofs. Thefe rights they would never 
furrender ; and would maintain them at all perils. 
They were entitled to all the privileges of Britifh 
fufaged:s, and would n^t yield to the unjuft preten- 
fions of Parliament, which, in the prdent treatment 
of the Colonies, had violated the principles of the 
conftitution, and given them juft occafion to be dif* 
facisfied, and to rife in oppoGtion. ParUanaient 
might depend this oppoiition would never ceafe 

until 
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vxuil thofe ads were wholly repealed that had beea 
the radical caufe of the prefexit difturhancest 

They were particujarly inftrufted to preferv^ the 
ucmoft harmony in all their confultations^ and to 
Rebate nothing with acrimony : whatever (hould be 
.dec>ded by a majority^ the resnaindier finmld ac- 
qmiefce in cheerfully. Thi$ niajority was to be 
formed) not by numbering the delegates^ but by ai^ 
jowing one vote to each Colony . 

The tempier aad fecrecy with which they con-p- 
duded their proceedings, was the firft objeft that 
ftruck difeerning obfervers: it contributed power- 
fully to gain them the reverence and favour of the 
public, and to convince their cooAituentSitl^at they 
had intruded their affairs to able hands. 

Their firfl public ad: was a declaration approving 
and applauding the condud of the people of Ma{- 
fachufet, and encouraging them to proceed with the 
lame fpirit they had begun : they lamented the 
diftrefTes of the people at Bofton, and the oppr^oa 
they fufTered through the illegal and tyrannical ads 
of the Britiftx Parliament : they coincided with aU 
the meafures and relblutions taken and propoied by 
that Province, and recommended a generous cojEb- 
tributioa of fupplies from all the Colonies, to enable 
their countrymen at Bofton nobly to perfev^re in 
the fljuggle they were now making for the common 
caufe. 

They further declared, that if any attempt fhould 
be made to carry thefe ads into execution by force, 
all America (hould join to oppofe it ; and that if, in 
the • courie of hoftilities, the prefervation of the in- 
habitants of Bofton made their removal up the coun- 
try neceffary, all America ftiould unite to indemnify 
them for the lofles and detriment they might incur 
on that account. 

They next wrote. a letter to General Gage; in 
which, after repeating the grievances complained 

of 
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of' by the people of Maflachufet, much in their own 
terms, they informed him of the unanimous refolu-* 
tion taken- by the Americans to oppofe,- with their 
united' endeavours, the adts lately paiffed by the Bri- 
tilh Parliament ; and that to this intent the Colonies 
had appointed them the guardians of their liberties. 
They entreated him, in the fame manner the people 
of his government had done, to defift from any mi- 
litary operations, as tending to breed ill blood, and 
occafion at laA hoftilities ; which might fruftrate 
the pacific difpofition of the Congrefs, and render a 
reconciliation with the- parent ftate a work of great 
difficulty* 

This letter was followed by a public declaration 
of the rights belonging to the Britifli Colonies?. 
Herein they again afl'erted their title to every privi- 
lege enjoyed by Englifhmen.' They particularly 
ftated, that as thef diftance of the Colonies from Bri^ 
tain made a reprcfentation of them in the Britifli 
Parliament inconvenient and impracticable, their 
Provincijal Affemblies ought exclufively to poffefe 
the powers of legiflation, as the only legal reprefen- 
tatives of the people, by whom they are chofen : 
thefe, conjointly with the Governor appointed by 
the King, being conftitutionally the only lawful rol- 
lers in each Province. 

In order, however, to preferve the connexion 
between Great Britain and her Colonies unimpaired, 
they confented to pay due fubmiffion to fuch afts of 
the Britifli Parliament as are avowedly and evidently 
calculated for the mere regulation of commerce, and 
to fecure the benefits of the American trade to the 
parent ftate ; but without empowering her to impofe 
any tax whatfoever for the purpofe of raifing a reve- 
nue in America without their confent. 

They reprobated the idea of being tried for of- 
fences anywhere but at home ; by juries chofen 

amonff 
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among their neighbours. They claimed all the 
immunities granted to them at any time by royal 
charters, or fecured to them by law : they declared 
the keeping of an armed force in any Colony dur- 
ing peace, againft its confent, illegal 5 and that a 
council invefted with legiflative powers, and . ap- 
pointed by the Crown during pleafure, was contrary 
to the fpirit of the conftitution, and fubverfive of 
freedom. 

They infifted on thefe lights as unalienable, and 
in. the lawful power of none to deprive them of. 
They were founded on the cleareft natural juftice, 
and could not reafonably be called in queftion. 
. They enumerated thofe afts of Parliament by 
which they thought themfelves illegally aggrieved,, 
and of which they declared the repeal indifpenfably 
neceffary for the reftoration of harmony between 
Great Britain and America. Among thefe was that 
relating to Quebec ; which they explicitly termed 
An Aft for eftablifhing fhe Roman' Catholic re- 
ligion in Canada ; abolilhing the equitable fyftem 
of Englifti laws, and erefting a tyranny there." 
This aft, they faid, was peculiarly hoftile to the Co- 
lonies, from the diffimilitude between the religion, 
laws, and government, eftablifhed among the Cana- 
dians, and thofe of the Colonifts. The French in, 
that Province had not forgotten the enmity formerly 
fubfifting between them and the Englilh Colonies, 
and that it. was by the affiftance of thefe they had 
been torn from the dominion of France. 

They then declared, that to obviate in the moft 
cfFeftual manner the evils impending upoH them, . 
through the unjuftifiable meafures of the Britilh 
miniftry, it would be proper to frame a body of re- 
gulations againft the importation and confumption 
of Englilh goods, until thofe afts were repealed 
that impofed duties upon tea, wine, coffee, fugar, 

and 
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and moJaffes imported into America, together with 
the Bofton port aft, thofc for altering the charter of 
Maflachufet, and the adminiftration of juftice in that 
Colony, and that relating to Quebec. 

The regulations againft importing or ufing any 
articles coming from Britain, were much the fame 
that had been adopted on former occafions, and have 
been already fpecified : the principal difference was, 
that they were now enafted in a riiore formal man-' 
ner, and recommended with more earneflnefs and 
fblemnity. 

They did not forget to return the warm thanksf 
of America to thofe members of Parliament who had 
fo zealoufly, though ineffeftually, efpoufed its caufej 
as well as to thofe numerous individuals in England 
that had flood up in its defence in their fpeeches or 
writings. 

Their next bufinefs was to draw up a petition to 
the King, an addrefs to the Britifh nation, another 
to the Colonies, and a third to the French inhabit- 
ants of Canada. 

In their petition to the King, they complaineid in 
particular of a military commander in chief being 
appointed Governor of a Ccdony during peace ; an 
armed force employed to compel the payment of' 
taxes; new offices created and attended with much ex- 
pence and opprejifion ; falaries and fees in the Courts 
of Admiralty payable out of the effefts condemned j 
Cuftom-houfe officers authorized to force entrance 
into houfes without permiffion from the civil magif- 
trate ; heavy forfeitures for light offences y falfe in- 
formers exempted from indemnifying the parties ac- 
cufed; and unreafonablefecurity demanded for thefe 
when defending their right. 

After dwelling upon thefe, and the various in- 
fiances repeatedly mentioned as objefts of complaint 
amongfl the Americans, they declared their attach- 
ment to the parent flate, their fidelity to the Crown, 

and 
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^ind affeftion to the King's perfon and family, with 
ISL more remarkable warmth and energy of exprefiion 
than hacj hithci to been ufcd on fuch occafions. They 
entreated him, for the fake of his people and himi- 
felf, to adhere to thofc principles that feated his 
royal anceflors on the Bririfti throne.; and that, as 
the common Sovereign of all his f ubjedts, he would 
impartially condder tbem as ** conncded by the 
** lame bonds of law, loyalty, faith, and blood, tho* 
*• dwelling in various countries, and not fufFer the 
*^ relation formed by thefe ties to be further vio- 
lated, in uncertain expectatiofi of ciFefts which^ 
if attained, never can. compenfate for the ealami- 
^ties through which they muft be gained/' 
They imputed the difcontents, ill blood, and ' 
diflurbances in America, to the ill-ddvifcd fyftem 
of government that had of late years prevailed 
amofigft them : to this alone they afcribed all the 
misfortunes that had happened. Before the profe- 
cution of this plan, umVerfal tranquillity And fatifi- 
fadion fei^ed throughout the Colonies. • They did 
ixot petition, faid they, for new grants or favours , 
they alked only for peace and freedom. 

As this petitioti was looked upon as ^ lolemn aft 
bf homage to the Crown of Great Britain, and fpc» 
cified in a manner th^ terms and conditions of their 
allegiance, it was worded with gneat care arid circum- 
fpeftioo, and was fubfcribed by every membei^ of the 
Congrefs. 

Their addrefs to the Britilh nation contained the 
higheftj^coxniums on the common anceftors of the. 
people of Britain and of iVmerica. It aflferted all 
the fights of freemen as common to both, and de- 
clared their irrevocable refolution to furrender them 
upon no confideration. 

After eoumerating the grievances already expreff- 

ed, they defcribed the felicity of former times, when, 

united in friendftiip as well as intereft, Great Bri- 
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tain and America combated fide by fide for thefr 
mutual profperity and grandeur. They recalled 
the zca\ fhown in their Affemblies to fecond the ef- 
ibrts of Britain during the laft fuccefsful war, and 
how: materially they had contributed to the viftories, 
obtained by the Britifli arms. What motives, faid 
they, could influence Britain, after fuch proofs of 
fidelity and attachmerit, to change her conduft to* 
wards the Colonies in fo injurious a manner, and 
to load them with exactions unprecedented and un- 
conftiiutional, tending only to augment minifterial 
power, and to dimiuifn that of Parliament ? 

They ftated thofe ads of Parliament which they 
liad fo often coipplained of as inimical to American 
liberty, and pointed out the refuk of that implicit 
fubjedion, of which they were intended to be the' 
means. They reprefented the neceflary confeqnen- 
ces to England of perfifting in the meafures adopted 
to fubdue .America; the enormous expences fhe 
muft incur, depreffed as (lie is already by the immenfe 
weight of her debts and taxes ; the infallible lofs of 
the vaft trade to her Colonies while engaged in hof- 
tilities againft them, and the prodigious diminution 
thereby of her refources to accomplifli that fatal 
fcheme. 

But were Britain, faid they, to be viftorious in the 
conteft, what would be her emoluments? Soon 
would (he perceive that (he had not conquered for 
herfelf ; and would fpeedily have caufe to lament her 
triumphs, when (lie found upon whofe brows the 
laurels were to be worn. In a word, faid thry, to 
lubdue the Colonies, would be to deftroy the free- 
dom of Britain in the plains of America. 

Flufhed with the power and influence accruing 
from the fiicccfs of fuch an attempt, the ftrength of 
miniflry would then become irrefiftible ; ai;id, aided 
by the weight of America, would bear down all op- 
pofition. Soon would fomc bold and enterprizing 

(tatefman 
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ttatefinan arife to put an end to the boafted liberties 
of England. Should the Englifli prove as refraftory 
on fuch an occafion as the Colonies ^fe at prefentj 
fliould they deny him men and money for fuch a 
purpofe, American arms and treafures would fupply 
the deficiency. Nor (hould the Englilh wonder 
thatj after makitig flaves of the Colonifts, they (hould 
co-operate in making flaves of them. i 

Xhey ought not, therefore, faid they, to be acr. 
cufed of fedition, impatience of rule, and aiming at 
independency. All that could be charged to them, * 
was an inflexible determination to preferve their free- 
dom, and to refift oppreflion at all rilks. In the 
defence of their jufl rights they, would go a|[ lengths v 
and if, in defiance of the laws and conftitution of 
^England and the didates of humanity, the Britifli 
minifl:ry fliould draw the fwofd in fo iniquitous a 
caufe, it will find the Americans fully refolved 
** never to fubmit to be hewers of wood, or drawers 
** of water, for any minifl:ry or nation in the World." 

It was with great forrow th^y afferted, that the 
criticalnefs of their fituation compelled them to em- 
brace any meafure that might affedt the immediate 
interefl: of individuals in Britain. This alone in-t 
duced them to fufpend the commercial intercourfe 
between the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ire- 
land and thofe of the Colonies. In this, hovvever^ 
they were warranted by the great law of felf-defence ; 
and no lefs, to their grief, by the indolence with 
which the Britifli nation fuffered the minifterial 
fchemes to take their courfe in refpedt of America, 
but particularly by the treatment now experienced 
by the town of Bofl:on. 

As the defljTudtion of the commerce of that city 
xnigHt be a prelude to the future deftrudtion of that 
of all the Colonies, " we will endeavour therefore,** 
added they^ " to live without trade, and recur 
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** for fubiifteiice to the fertility artd bounty of ouf 
•f native foil ; which will afford us all the ncceflarics^ 
** and fome of the conveniences of life.'V 

They concluded by a general appeal to tti<5 equi- 
ty and generofity of the Britifh nation, and by ex- 
preffing their hope that a Parliament would arifc| 
i;diofe honefty, wifdom, and refolution, would re-^ 
ftore the good underftanding between Great Britairi 
and America, and lay a permanent foundation for 
fubfequent harmony between them, upon fair and 
conftitutional principles. 

It may not be amifs to remark, that in this cele- 
brated addrefs, a propofal was made of a conciliatory 
iiature ; and which, the opponents to miniftry com* 
j)lained, had not met with the notice it defcrved. 
" Place us (faid they) in the iame fituation that we 
" were at the clofe of the laft war, and our former 
" harmony will be reftored.*' 

Their next addrefs was to the Colonies. They 
informed them, that after having weighed, with the 
utmoft impartiaKty and attention, the conduft re- 
ciprocally obferved towards each other by Great 
Britain and America lince the year one thoufend 
feven hundred and fixty-four, when the prefcnt un- 
happy quarrels had their firft commencement, truth 
obliged them to declare, that '* it is clear, beyond 
" a^ doubt, that a refolntiort is formed, and now 
*' carr}nnginto execution, to extirigniflh the freedom 
** of the Colonics, by fubjedking them to a defpotic 
^* government.'* 

They reprefented the hoftile treatment of the 
town of Bofton and the Prbvince of MafTachofet 
as part of the fyftem concerted againft the Colonies : 
thefe were not kfs guilty of oppofition to Britain 
than MafTachufet ; but Britilli policy aimed at dif- 
uniting them. It had to that intent felefted for 
the firft trial, the moft powerful, and the moft Kkety, 
for that reafon, to break out into fome ad of violence 

that 
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that might not meet with the concurrence of the 
other Colonies : this would afford a pretence for cor- 
recting that Province with a heavy hand, without 
the interference of the others, who might not till it 
was too late, difcover the impropriety, as well as the 
ingratitude of fufFering it to be crufhed in the very 
bud, as it were, of its exertions for the common 
caufe. 

Notwithftanding, they faid, the behaviour of 
Britain, and the prefcnt circumftanccs of the Co- 
lonies, would juftify more aftive meafures than thofe 
they (hould recommend, yet, in order to preferve 
confiftency of charafter, and to make it evident to 
the world that nothing but extreme neceffity (hould 
alter the paifive difpofitien -they had hitherto pro- 
fefled for the parent ftate, they judged it advifeablc 
ftill to continue that moderation and forbearance. 
Influenced by fuch motives, they had once raK)re 
prefented a loyal and affedtionate addrefs to the 
Throne, in hopes of obtaining its proteftion and 
affiftance for the redrefs of their grievances. They 
had, with the fame view, appealed to the Britifh 
pation, and endeavoured, by awakenings them to 
a fenfe of their own interefts, to engage their inter- 
ference and mediation in the behalf of their perfe* 
cuted fellow fubgedts on this fide of the Atlantic ; 
warning thenu at the fame time, to beware of con- 
fequences, flrould matters be brought to extremities ; 
for in that cafe they would find the Colonifts pre- 
pared to meet them, ahd to Ihow themfelves worthy 
of that liberty for which they were contending. 
This trial, ^however, they hoped would never take 
place : nothing fhould be wanting on their part to 
induce a fincere reconciliation : the reciprocation of 
benefits and fervices fo long fubfifting between them 
and the parent ftate, the ties of confanguinity, the 
remembrance of their common origin; all thefe, 
they flattered thei2ifclves, would operate in England 
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as well as in America ; and it was their ardent wifli 
never to fee the day when, forgetful of [all thefe mo- 
tives to confider the Americans as their brethren, 
the Englifh, by affuming the character of tyrants, 
(hould cut afunder the bonds that had fo long and 
fo happily held them together. 
* It was to ftave off that fatal day they had refolved 
to abftain from all harfli meafures; but to mix 
firmnefs with lenity, they had, much againft their 
inclination, come to the neceffary determination of 
fnfpending all further commerce with Great Britain. 
This, though detrimental to its immediate intereft, 
was not to be confidered as an aft of intentional un- 
kindnefs : it rather fhowed them unwilling to do 
any thing that might be conftrued as an a6t of hof- 
tility, and heartily defirous of being thoroughly re- 
conciled. 

They concluded by reminding the Colonies, that 
they had not long to wait for the final option of the 
Britifli nation between friendfhip or enmity with 
America: They declare, however, ** that in the 
** piety, generofity, and good fenfe of the Englifli, 
** they repofe high confidence; and cannot, upon 
** a review of paff events, be perfuaded that they, 
** the defenders of true religion, and theaflertors of 
** the rights of m'ankind, will take part againft their 
*^ sfFeftionate Proteftant brethren m the Colonies, 
** in favour of the open enemies to thefe, and their 
*^ own fecret foes, wnofe intrigues, for feveral years 
•* paft, have been wholly exerciled in fapping the 
^^ foundations of all civil and religious liberty." 

Their laft addrefs was direfted to the French in- 
habitants of Canada. To thefe they ftated the right 
they had acquired, upon becoming fubjefts to Great 
Britain, to enjoy all the advantages of the Britifli 
conftitution. The jroyal proclamation at the con- 
cluding of the laft peace,' had folemnly promifed 
them a participation pf thefe rig&ts j but as thejr 

had 
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had been withheld from diem by minifterial artifice, 
in contempt of public faith and exprefs ftipulations ; 
and as the Canadians, from their education and long 
acquiefcence in a very different form of government, 
were total ftrangers to the fupcrior excellence of that 
to which they were now entitled, the Congrefs 
thought it juft they Ihould at prefent be made ac- 
quainted with it. 

To fliow that this fuperiority did not exift merely 
in their own affertions, a variety of thofc benefits 
were cited in confirmation of it, that fo confpicu- 
oufly diftinguilh the government of Great Britain 
from that of all other countries. It was under 
the proteAion and influence of the Englilh confti- 
tution the Colonies had profpered fo confpicu- 
oufly, and were now become fo populous and pow- 
erful. 

They then adverted to the Quebec Aft, which 
they reprefentcd as calculated to eftablilh the moft 
rigorous defpotifm. It took away all (hadow of 
power from the people, and lodged it entirely in the 
hands of men who were wholly at thedifpofal of the 
Crown. What name could be given to fuch a go- 
vernment, but that of abfolute and arbitrary in the 
cxtremeft degree ? It was infinuated upon this oc- 
cafion, that whatever tyranny they might formerly 
have experienced while * linder the dominion of 
France, they had certainly made a much worfe ex- 
change by becoming fubjed: to England. The 
French were their countrymen, and would, from 
that motive, be prompted to treat them with fome 
degree of lenity; but no reafon of that kind fub- 
fifted at prefent to fliield them from the ill treat- 
ment of minifters who were aliens to them, and of 
a nation at all times the profefled enemy of their 
own. Thefe would continually fufped them of 
harbouring defigns unfevourable to their intereft, 
and of perpetually watching for an opportunity of 
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returning to the\r old mafters. Though this infi- 
nuation was not contained in the addrefs, it was care- 
fully conveyed to them, at the time, in a manner no 
lefs cfFeftual. 

Upon fo critical an emergency, they invited tbem,« 
in the w^irmeft terms, to join with the Isnglifti Co- 
lonies, is the fureft means to fecure themfeivcs from 
ill ulage and oppreflion. In qrder to work the 
greater impreffion upon their minds, they referred 
them, on this occafion, to the wifdom and authority 
of their own countryman, the great Montefquieu : a 
name venerated by all Europe. 

What advice, to ufe their own words, would 
that truly illuflxious man, that advocate of free- 
dom and humanity, give you, was he now living, 
and knew that we, your numerous and powerfiil 
neighbours, animated by a juft love of our invaded 
fights, and united by the indiflbluble bonds of af- 
fection and ihtereft, called upon you, by every obli- 
gation of regard for yourfelves and your children, 
a$ we now do, to join us in our righteous canted, to 
make a common caufe with us therein, and take a 
noble chance for emerging from a humiliating fub- 
jeftion under governors, intendants, and military 
tyrants, into the firm rank and condition of Englilh 
freemen, whofe cuftom it is', derived from tlieir an- 
ceftors, to make thofe tremble who dare to think of 
making them flaves ? 

Would not this be the purport of , his addrefs ? 
Seize the opportunity prefented to you by Pro- 
" videncc itfelf. You have been conquered into 
**• liberty, if you aft as you ought. This work is 
not of man* You are a fmall people compared 
to thofe who, with open arms, invite you into a 
fellowfhip. A moment's refieftion fhould con- 
vince you which will be mofl for your intercfl 
** arid happinefs ; To have all the refl of America 
'* your unalterable friends^ or your, inveterate ene- 
* ** mies ? 
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'* mies ? From Nova Scotia to Geoi^ia, every Co- 
** lony is now affociated : Your Province is the 
* ^ only link vv^anting to complete the bright and ftrong 
*^ chain of union. Nature has joined your country 
/* to theirs ; do you join your political intereft. — - 
** For their own fakes, they never will defert or 
betray you- Be aflured that the happinefs of a 
people inevitably depends upon their liberty, and 
their fpirit to aflert it. The value and extent of 
the advantages tendered to you are immenfe. — 
Heaven grant you may not dilcover them to be 
bleffings after they have bid you an .eternal 
** adieu !'• 

They next proceed to the article of religion; 
and from ftie liberality of femiments on this fubjedt 
that now charaderizes the French nation, they de-, 
clafe themfelves entirely confident, that no ob- 
ftruAions will arife to prevent a^ fincere amity. — * 
They appeal to the concord (ubfifting between the 
ProteftaAts and Roman Catholics in Switzerland, as 
an illuftrious proof of the benefits produced by fuch 
ah union. 

They continue by exhorting them to beware of 
thofe fecret abettors of arbitrary meafures among 
themfelves, who, from private views of avarice or 
ambition, may oppofe the real intcreft of the Cana- 
dians^ and difiuade them from accepting the ad- 
vantageous offers now laid before them. They in- 
form them, that Congrefs has unanimoufly voted, 
that it will confider the violation of their rights in 
the fame light as if it were levelled at thofe of 
the Englifh Colonies. They advife them to call a 
Provincial Meeting, for the election of Delegates, to 
reprefent them in the next Continental Congrefs ; 
and conclude by thefe folemn and remarkable 
words : — " It is our fervent prayer, that God may 
** incline your minds to approve our equitable and 
•* neceflary mtafures i to add yourfelves to u$ t to 

" put 
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'^ put your fate, whenever you fufFer injuries which 
** you are determined to oppofe, not on the ftrcngth 
*• alone ofyourfingle Province, but on the con- 
** folidated powers of North America/* 

Such were, in part, th^ very words, and in ge- 
neral the fenie and purport of the various addreffes 
framed by the Congrefs in this critical junfture of 
affairs in America. The conduft and meafures 
which they adopted ahd propofed, met with the uni- 
verfal concurrence and applaufe of their conftituents. 
In no age or country was ever a greater confidence 
teftified in its rulers, than the members of the Ame- 
rican Congrefs experienced from their countrymen. 
This indeed was the natural confequence of the dif- 
pofition the people were in from one end of the con- 
tinent to the other. No parties or divifions pre^ 
vailed among them ; their unanimous accord againft 
Great Britain, had (ilenced and put an end to all 
thofe lefler caufes of contention that are common in 
all countries. The fame fpirit animated their lead- 
ers J there was but one voice among them, — that 
of oppofition to Great Britain. 

The meeting of this AfTembly, and its proceed- 
ings, were now become an objeft of equal curiofity 
and importance in Europe. The political part of 
fociety was bufied everywhere in forming opinions 
and paffing judgments upon them ; and individuals 
were folicitous in framing conjcdtures upon their 
ifluc* according to their refpeAive wifhes or fears. 
' But however they might differ in their fentiments 
concerning the Juftice of their caufe, they all ^reed 
that their meauires were condufted with a wifdom 
and fagacity worthy of the moft confummate poli* 
ticians. 

' Nothing contributed more powerfully to imprefs 
people with a favourable opinion of their abilities 
than thofe public documents and addreffes, of which 
the-fummary has been given. The ftrength of 
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language, energy of thought, and powers of argu-* 
ment they difplayed, convinced even thofe who were 
averfe to their pretenfions, that they were fupported 
by men of fpirit and capacity. 

But befides thefe compofitions, a variety of other 
publications were now daily arriving from America ; 
which did. the natives great honour. They mahi- 
fefted a vigour and comprehenfivenefs of mind, un- 
fettered by modern effeminacy of thinking They 
breathed thofe maxims of libeny which, in ancient 
times, filled the Grecian republics with ftatefmen, 
patriots, and heroes. 

The truth was, that the refiftance of America 
was an objeft that ftruck the monarchical ftates of 
Europe with admiration and aftonifliment. Accuf- 
tomed to obey with implicit veneration the royal 
mandates of their refpedtive fovereigns, it could 
hardly enter into their conception that any fubjeft^ 
of fo great and potent a Prince as the King of 
Great Britain, would dare to difobey commands 
emanating jointly from his authority and that of the 
Britilh Parliament : their concurrence feemed to 
conftitute a weight able to crufli at once all op- 
poiition. 

This opinion arofe from the limited fphere of 
ideas wherein the principles of education prevalent 
in European, monarchies, have circumfcribed the 
thoughts of mankind. It may even be faid, that 
no nations in Europe, the Britifti excepted, dare 
carry reflection much beyond what they are taught 
by their rulers 

Hence proceeds a difpofition eafy to nianage; 
and which, when occafionally provoked to break 
out into murmurs and difcontent, is foon apt to re- 
turn to fubmifEon, on the appearance of coercive 
meafures to reduce them to obedience. While 
threats only are employed for this purpofe^ they 
may keep aloof, and threaten refiftance i but when 

they 
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they fee the arm of power lifted i^ainft them, their 
Ibirits fail, and they tremble to face the coming 
ftorm. 

They who wondered at the daringnefs of the 
Americans, did not reflect that their pofition was 
precifely fuch as will always induce men to adl in 
the lame manner. They were the defcendants of 
the freeft people upon earth, whofe notions they had 
imbibed, and whofe privileges they claimed in their 
fuUeft extent as their undoubted inheritance. Re- 
mote from the feat of power and corruption, they 
were not overawed by the one, nor debilitated by 
the other. 

Their immcnfe diftance from the metropolis had 
hitherto preferved them from the contagion of mi- 
nifterial influence : few were the means of detaching 
individuals from the intereft of the public. The 
principal pofts and offices in the gift of government, 
were chiefly beftowed on the natives of Britain ; and 
the inferior employments were neither numerbus nor 
lucrative enough to purchafe many adherents, 
Thofe honorary diftinftions which birth and titles 
create, were hardly known among them ; every man 
occupied the rank which his own induftry, or that 
of bis father's^ bad procured him. This afforded 
cvefy individual the profped of riling to importance 
through the exertion of his talents, and encouraged 
him, of courfe, to make a proper ufe of them. 
Hopes of this nature excited univerfal emulation, 
and produced a laborious and diligent race of men, 
full of projedls for the making of their fortunes, and 
not eaiily dilheartened by difficulties. 

They were wealthy ; but it was in the riches of 
nature. The voluptuous opulence of Europe had 
not yet reached them. Society might be laid to 
'have jull attained the flate of manhood among 
them. Their enjoyments were neither far fought, nor 
dearly purchafed ; and left their minds and bodies 

unim- 
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fmittipalred) and fit for the profecutions of an z&Hc 
fife. 

The fi«!ilarlty of puffuits and occupations among 
them^ created a levelling Ipirit, whicli in thcprefent 
pofture of their affairs was of admirable fervicc. It^ 
united them thoroughly in a caufe, which was the 
more a common one, as they were all equally to 
partake of the benefit or detriment accruing from its 
fbccefs or feiilure. 

They were at the faine time remarkably fond of 
the ways and habits of life by long cuftom eftabliihed 
among them^ They did not wifti for an intro* 
duftion of thofe political fyftems which, by confer* 
ring imaginary excellence on particular clafles, con« 
tribute only to eftrange them in affedion and intereft 
from the refl: of the community. Nothing fets this 
in a clearer light than the readinefs with which all 
America concurred at the very oufet of its confede- 
ration, to provide againft the future eftabliihment of 
hereditary honours. 

No few politicians, both in Britain and other coiw- 
tries in Europe, have taxed the Britifli government 
with overfight, in not having long ago introduced 
fuch diftindions among the Americans. Titles of 
nobiUty create a natural attachment to the power 
chat confers them : by drawing individuals nearer to 
the throne, and making them in Ibme meafure par- 
ticipate in its fpendor, they procure it fupportcrs in 
the day of need. 

But whether fuch a meafure would have much 
availed Great Britain in the ptefent cafe, is a matter 
of doubt. No people are more attached to their 
country, nor to the life they lead in it, than the in- 
habitants of the EngHlh Colonies in Nonh Ame- 
rica. Like the native Indians, difperfed through- 
out the immenfe trafts of that vaft continent, they 
delighfin perfonal independence, and feem to k)6k 
on the boundlefs wilds and forefi:s that furround 

them. 
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thciil^ as Tctrcats from oppreflion, (hould the it<M 
hand of tyranny compel them to abandon their pre- 
fent manfions. 

luured from early ydars to the occupations and 
toils of a country life, they- dwelt in the mrdft of 
rural plenty, and were totally unacquainted with 
ideal wants. Such being the condition of an infinite 
m^ority of the inhabitants; and the manners and in- 
clinations of many of the moft opulent correfpond- 
ing with theirs in a vefy confiderable degree, they 
formed, altogether, a body of men too well affe6l:ed 
towards each other, through that fympathy which 
arifes from fimilitude of difpofition, to have teen 
eaiily difunited. 

Experience has invariably ftiown, that no fitua- 
tion contributes more effe&ually to invigorate the 
human faculties, than that which is equally re- 
moved from the preffures of want and the excefs of 
affluence. Either, of thofe extremities is fatal, by 
creating difcouragement or indolence. Thus we fee 
that, in countries where wealth is diftributed in very 
unequal proportions, exceflive wretchednefs engen- 
ders (loth and indolence, on the one hand > and that 
too mvich opulence produces difEpation and careleiT- 
nefs, on the other. 

This happy medium between poverty and riches, 
was the moft defirable circurtiftance that could at- 
tend the Americans at this period. It approximated 
and cemented the great body of the people ; it made 
them duly fenfible of the ftrength and importance 
refulting from an equal difFufion of property, and 
infpired them with a refolution to maintain them- 
fclves in fuch a ftate. 

The Americans, throughout the whole of thi* 
conteft, entertained a very clear idea of their own 
fituation, and of that of Great Britain. They ftood 

{jirepared on their own ground, where plenty of re- 
burces were at hand. Should not thefe prove fuf- 
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ficieat to withftand the power of Britain, they well 
knew where others might be found. The jealoufy 
of all Eurdpt?, of thofe ftates in particula,r whofe en- 
mity to Britain was natural and hereditary, was a 
fund from whence to derive fupplies, which political 
inveteracy would render inexhauftible while the quar- 
rel lafted. 

The condition of Great Britain was the reverfe in 
every rcfpedt. She was torn with divifions at home, 
that rendered one half of the nation an enemy to 
the other. The very fubjeft of the difpute witTi 
America was the caufe of endlefs conteft. She had 
an immenfe ocean to crofs before (he arrived at the 
fcene of aftion. The preparation and expehce for . 
fo vaft an enterprize, were neceflarily prodigious. 
Add to this the avowed unwillingnefs in multitudes 
of thqfe who were to draw the (word in this quarrel, 
and the divided opinions of the wifeft men in the 
nation what plan of afting was the moft eligible. 

But independent of thefe difficulties, which were 
fufficient to alarm the moft forward and confident, 
there was another of fuch magnitude, as feemed of 
itfelf to render the attempt imprafticable. This was 
the critical Situation of the public funds. -—Great 
Britain was now at the eve of a war, that threatened 
to prove the moft perilous and expenfive of any flie 
had waged for ages. Her refources, though great, 
were in evident danger of foon diminifhing through 
its operations. The ftanding revenue was inade- 
quate to the demands of the ftate on this occafion ; 
and the fears of thofe who could alone advance the 
neceflary fupplies, were to be overcome by views of 
intereft. 

But even this powerful lure was confiderably 
weakened by the refleftion on the precarious ftate of 
the Bricifti finances. All Europe was aftonifhed 
at the boldnefs of Britain in commencing a war fo 

terrible 
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terrible in its appearances^ when loaded with fuch 
enormous debts. It fecmed Utterly impoflible for 
the nation to bear any additional weight ; and politi- 
cal calculators were eager in predifting a national 
bankruptcy, in cafe Britain fhould pcrfiix in the hof* 
tile meafures it had relblved. . 

The general opinion of Europe was dccifiveljr 
agaiflft thefe meafures. They deemed it the height 
of impolicy In the EnglilU to attack their Colonies, 
and carry their arms lo far abroad, while their own 
aiFairs were in fuch diforder at home. 

The Americans were loudly of this epinion. The 
refiftance they tlireatened was greatly founded on the 
prefumption that Britain was too much entangled 
with domeflic difficulties to turn her attention to {b 
great a diftaqce. 

Their arguments againft the probability of fuch 
a condudt in the Britifti miniftry, w.ere enforced with 
that warmth and impetuofiry which charaderizcd 
all their proceedings. 

Is this a time, {aid they, for Britain to ruftx to war 
with her Colonies, whofe wealth and flrength con- 
flitute fo great a part of her own, when fur- 
rounded by enemies wilhing for her deiirudion, 
and that wilL undoubtedly contribute to accelerate 
it ? To attack America, is in (aA to attack herfelf- 
Such an enterprize, to fay nothing of its ijtyuftice, 
is founded on folly, and muft end in ruin : in lof- 
ing America, Britain will lofe a third of her domi- 
nions, her commerce^ and her power. Neither 
will her loffes terminate here. To fpill the blood 
of the Americans, the beft of her own muft be Ihed* 
Her braveft foldiers and failors muft be facrificed in 
this fatal quarrel. Her treafures will no lefs be 
profufed, and all her refources ftrained to their 
utmoft bearing. If (he perfifts in this unrighteous 
quarrel, the day will certainly come when her 
lirength will be exhaufted, her trade and manufac- 
tures 
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twrcs ruined, and l:er population diminilhed, when 
her revenues muft unavoidably fail, her credit va- 
nilli, and her debts overwhelm her beyond any pof- 
fibility of prevention. 

. Such was the general ftile of the Americans when, 
engaged on this fubjeft. Fully perfuaded of the rec- 
titude of their notions, as well as the juftice of their 
caufe, they flattered themfelves that the fame ideas 
would be adopted in Britain, and preponderate at 
laft over all motives of refentment. 

In the mean time, they were zealoufly occupied in 
maintaining, by dint of reafoning, the propriety of 
their conduct, and in impreffing people with a con- 
viftion that they afted upon the cleareft and moft 
unqueftionable principle of natural equity.^^ 

Many were the apologies that appeared in their 
behalf at this time, not only in America and Britain, 
but in various other parts of Europe, They were 
circulated everywhere with great induftry, and read 
with equal attentipn. They were confidered as the 
plea of America before the bar of European wifdom : 
— the light in which the Americans wifhed them to 
be viewed. 

We are accufed, faid they, of difobedience to the 
Britift legiflature, of ingratitude to our mother- 
country, and of harbouring a long premeditated de- 
fign of calling off all further acknowledgment of her 
fovcreignty, and becoming our own matters. To 
this we anfwer. That we obferve the Britifh laws 
with the greateft fidelity ; but that it is not cohform- 
able to the fpirit and meaning of thefe laws that any 
man Qiould be fubjed to the government of thofe 
whom he has not, in fome meafure, confented to 
obey. In Britain, all people, if they have not adi- 
red: Vote in the election of a parliament, pofTefs 
however, many indiredl means of oppofing or fa- 
vouring candidates. They relide on the fpot, and 
whatever laws are enaded within the doors of par- 
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liamcnr, afFeft the members themfelves no lefs than 
tfce people at large. 

This cannot be alleged in the cafe of the Ameri- 
cans. They live in a country three thpufand tniles 
diftant from Britain. Adls of parliament are there- 
fore made by perfons with whom they are totally un- 
connedted, and over whom, ot courfe, they can have 
no influence ; whereas in England this influence is 
fuch, as often to conflrain the parliament to repeal 
afts that are unpopular. So different indeed is the 
fituation of the Americans in this refpeft, that the 
more they are opprefled by the Britlfli legiflature, 
the more it may become popular, on this very ac- 
count, from transferring to America burdens thought 
too oppreflive in Britain. 

Thus (continued they) cur interefts are brought 
into difcuflion by fuch as have no concern in fiip- 
porting them. What other confequence can we ex- 
pe<ft, than that they will facrifice them, without re- 
morfe or dread, to the conveniency of that commu- 
nity to which they belong ? It may happen, indeed^ 
that a few generous and feeling mdividu^s may be- 
friend us, or that the oppofers of rniniftry may, from 
faiJtious principles, efpoufe our caufe ; but the voice 
of true patriots, we know from long experience, is 
foon drowned in a minifterial majority, whenever it 
proves difpleafing ; and we know as well, that the 
affiftance of faftion is not to be relied upon. 

Is it reafonable then to blame us for taking our 
deareft intercfls into our own hands, efpecially ^$ we 
do not by this forfwear our allegiance to Britain > 
We leave her in polTefEon of an immenfe proportion 
of authority over us. We make no laws without 
her content, even in our domeftic concerns. She 
appoints our governors, and every officer of any 
confequence. She regulates our trade in every 
quarter of the globe. She declares war, and makes 

peaoe^ 
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j^ace^ without confuking us; ^id we are wiUmg 
to %ht her battles, and ihare in her good or evil 
fortune, without repining at the inferiority of our 
condition. Is not all this a fuificient acknowledg- 
nknt of her fovereignty ? and can (he, in honour or 
humanity, claim any more ? 

The accuiation of ingratitude is- equally grotind- 
lefs. We have omitted no opportunity of teftifying 
our attachment to Great Britain. In the occurrences 
of private life we have been always forward, to fliow 
how fittcerely we cheriihed her remembrance. OiF 
this let thofe natives of Britain bear witnefsj who 
vifited or fettled in America before the late difturb- 
ftnces. The civility, or, to fpeak with more propri- 
etor, the cordiality and afFeftion they were treated 
Witii^ amply proved our regard for the country from 
which they came ; and we never could mention that 
cx)untry without emotion and rapture. 

In public tranfadions our behaviour was the fame^ 
When did Britain engage in any conteft^ and find us 
backward to join her ? Did we ever refufe her our 
treafures or our blood ? Did we not rejoice at her 
fuccefles, or mourn over her difafters, s^ niuch as if 
they were our own ? 

True it is, our anceftors came from Britain ; and 
(he has cheriftied and protefted America for a long 
courle of years. But if cool unprejudiced refledion 
maybe permitted, was it for us alone her cares were 
exeited ? Did not the relation we bore demand her 
immediate fupport of America, for the prefervation of 
herfelf ? In the many wars wherein Great Britain 
has been engaged fince the foundation of her Colo- 
nies, not one can be laid to their fole account : they 
were the joint concern of both . 

In the mean time, this proteftion has been amply 
repaid. The exclufive enjoyment of the whole 

Mz American 
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American trade, is a ppce which all the world will 
allow to be more than adequate for the benefits we 
have derived from Britain. But, fuppofing it to be 
no more than what (he has a right to expeft, have 
we not, by paying it faithfully, acquitted ourfelves of 
our debt, and acquired therefore the right, on our 
part, of calling ourfelves an honed and pun6tual 
people. 

The title of Mother- Country is often pleaded in 
behalf of Britain. We admit the title : we even 
glory in it ; but we have not difgraced it : we have 
aded in fuch a manner, as to convince the world 
that we are worthy of being called her fons : we have 
obeyed her juft and lawful commands : we have ex* 
erted ourfelves to the utmoft of our abilitiesrfor her 
intereft and honour ; we have fubmitted to heavy 
burdens to eafe her ; we have even patiently aCqui- 
elced in her will and pleafure, when we might jiiftly 
have complained of her feverity ; but our affedlions 
got the better of our refentments, and we could not 
diveft ourfelves of the feelings of dutiful childrea 
and loyal fubjed:s. 

But there is a term at which obedience ceafes to be 
a duty or a virtue, and becomes fervility and bafe- 
nefs. This term was haftened by the impcrioufneft 
of thofe who adminiftered the affairs of Britain. 
Proud of her fucceffes in a war in which fhe had tri- 
umphed over the two moft potent monarchies in Eu- 
rope, (he confidently prefumed that the dread of her 
power would obviate all ideas of difputing her com- 
mands, aftd that whatever (he thought proper to en- 
join, would implicitly be complied with, - 

In this fatal prefumption (he ventured to try the 
condcfcendence of America ; forgetting that (he had 
ftretched it to its utmoft bearing ; and could not re- 
quire more without alfuming the charafter of a ty- 
rant. But, in an evil hour for Britain, her haughti- 
nefs overcame her prudence, and (he overleapt thofe 
bounds of authority which ought to have been held 

as 
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as facred as thofe limits, that fix the territorial rights 
of nations. 

Such were the reafonings and arguments of the 
Americans in defence of their proceedings. The jea- 
loufy prevailing againft Great Britain, gained them a 
favourable reception everywhere. They were read, 
approved, and admired with a kind or enthufiafm. 
One would have thought Europe was in alliance 
with that part of the world, and that Great Britain 
was an ambitious aggreflor, whofe iniquitous attempts . 
ought to be refifted, and againft whom it behoved all. 
nations to unite. 

Thefe notions (pread everywhere with aftonifhing. 
rapidity. What contributed moft powerfully to ren-' 
der them acceptable, was, that feveral individuals of 
great eminence in political knowledge, took up the 
pen in their recommendation. Britain was repre- 
fehted in the moft injurious light : fhe was accufed 
of defigning not only a monopoly of trade, but an 
exclufiye enjoyment of liberty, and as fecretly deter- 
mined to overtura all the obftruftions. formed by 
laws arid equity, in the profecution of tWit tyrannical . 
fcbeme. 

Among the various nations that efpoufed the caufel 
of the Aniericans, none fignalized themfelves mpre 
than the French. They did it with the more warmth 
and vehemence, as the Englifti nation was the princi-,^ 
pal objedt at whigh thefe were levelled. They found' 
or invented fufficient caufes to irritate the Colonics -, 
they fet their imaginations on the rack to furriifli 
them with pretexts for renouncing all fiirther.adher- 
ence to the partoMlate ; by which they reprefent^d ^ 
them to have been treated in a manner unworthy of 
the attachment they had fo long and , fp inyafiably^^ 
teftified for her j and th^t entirely ablQl'ved them of 
all ot)ligation to remain any Ipqgef \xi ;h^r fubjec- 
tion. ., • 

Mi • It 
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It is no lefs 'rdrtlarkable than true, that the people 
of France, though paflivc under a form 6f govern-^ 
ment which is extremely oppreffive, preferve a high 
{enfe of the value of political liberty, and exprefs 
great refpeft for thcrfe nations that have been brave 
dr wife enough to fave themfelves from that conta* 
gion of flavery which has over-rrun almoff all the 
continent of Europe. 

So ftrong is their partiality to the caufe of freedom^^ 
that when the French tniniftry, under the late king,' 
Undertook the conqueft of Corfica, in virtue of the 
ceflion which, the Republic of Genoa made of that 
ifland to France, the Corficans had numerous parti- 
zatis and wellwilhers among the French, 'who fcru- 
p\td not openly to extol the refolution of thofe ifland-' 
ers, and to f]5eak of them as men who deferved a bet- 
ter fate than to b^ fubdued bj^ France, or fubmit to 
Genoa. : ' ' ' ' 

' This Ipirit afbfe with double vigour on the com- 
mencemenft bf the quafrel betv^eeh Great Britain and 
Aiherica. The confcioiifnefs of the good wifhes of 
the court to ^ this latter, gave life' to the national par- 
tiality in its favour, and emboldened people t6 (peak 
ahd write thdt fenti men ts without reftraint.' '" 

', THey did botH with fb much bojdnefs and latitude 
di thought on thfc fubjedr, that perfons unacquainted 
with the (it^uatio^ (if France, would have imagined, 
from the various t^alfts they publifhed" on this occa- 
flbp, that Fra^Ace was a country of perfedt' fttedomjj 
arid the French a iiation of republicans. 

T The' truth |^,: that liberty is fo truly the clear 'and 
inc6nteflibl6 fijgh^^^ even th6y who 

have never 'jpiolfefftd, nor expeft ever'tb poflefs it, 
cannot help feelirigib value, and the 'propriety of 
afrerting^ii iii att Ti^hb 1^^ ft in their power.' * . * 

' There l^fcftnethirf^ fo ihtWeftiAg^in'^theld^^df 
public freedom, that whenever a people take up 
arms either to defend or recover it, they are fure 

of 
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of meetSiig with the open countenance of all who 
dare btftow it, >aad with the Iccret good wiflics of all 
who fear to exprefs them. 

Men who are combating for freedom, are in (bme 
meafure the champijQns of mankind : they fight, as 
it were, for the univerfal caufe of fociety. This na- 
turally engages the prediledion of isill who behold 
the ftrife. ' Tyrant^, and their abettors, are necef&ry 
objedVs of hatred ; we. rejoice to fee them ovfjrthrowns 
and though wci (hould derive no immediate benefit 
from their fall, we yet partake of that which refults to 
others, by . the fatisfaftion we cannot help feeling at 
the defeat of injuftice and oppreffion. 

In .the very countries that groan under the fevereft 
defpotifm, the public cannot be prevented from tef» 
tifying its approbation of thefe fuccefsful efforts in 
yindication of the common rights of men. A fym- 
patbetic pleafure arifes from them, which is commu- 
nicated throughout all ranks and degrees. It is a 
kind of revenge indireftly levelled at thofe who op- 
prefs them, and in which they indulge themfelves 
the naore readily, as they have no other way of ex- 
preffing their refentment. 

'Another motive may be affigned for the content- 
ment accruing from events of this nature. They 
hold .up ferious admonitions to arbitrary princes, and 
warn them to be moderate in the exercife of their 
power, left they fhould, in their turn, experience the 
wrath .and indignation of an injured people. Con- 
fcious of this efFedt upon the minds of. their rulers, 
nations view fuch events as the beft of lefTons to thofe 
who. hold them in fubjedion. 

To thefe caufes may be afcribed the eagernefs with 
which men have always fided with the oppreffed. 
The Ameriqans were reputed ill ufed ; this excited 
compaffion 2 they were defcribed at the fame time, 
as a icfohiteand bra v>e people ^^ deteroiined to refift 

M 4 fippreifipa ; 



184 HISTORY OF THS 

oppreffion : this procured them efteem and refped, 
and raifed them a multitude of adherents in all parts 
of Europe. 

Before this period, the vaft continent of North 
America was hardly known to moft Europeans but 
by its geographical pofition on the maps of the globe. 
They were totally ignorant that nations were filendy 
rearing in that part of the world, which would one 
day difpute its pofleffion with cftie of the greateft 
powers in Europe. The fudden difclofure or fo vaft 
a fcene, ftruck all people with aftonifliment. It fuf- 
pended their attention to all other objeds : thefe be- 
came comparatively fmall when fet againft thofe 
events which were now the fubjeft of univerfal ex- 
pectation. 

The French, in particular, were longing to fee the 
fword drawn by both parties. Both miniftry and 
people concurred in this wifti : the firft, in fullhop^ 
of difmembering an empire of which they began to 
ftand in the great eft dread -, the fecond, from popu- 
lar antipathy, no lefs than natural impulfe in favour 
of men who were reprefented as ftruggling J^ainft 
their oppreflbrs. 

From thefe caufes, France was more intent on the 
tranfadions now taking place in America, than any 
other power. She beheld with pleafure the proba- 
bility of a moft fanguinary conteft between her an*- 
cient rival and the Colonies, which (he had taken fo 
much time to found and bring to maturity, and had 
protefted at fo vaft an expence. She rejoiced to fee 
the fruits of fo much fagacity and care, the produce 
of near two centuries, on the point of being torn for 
ever from the hands that planted them. Her only 
apprehenfion was, that a fcnfe of their mutual inttrefts 
might reconcile the jarring parties, and prevent them 
from coming to thofe extremities into which her 
dandeftine endeavours were-now fedulouflyrxerte4 
to predpitite both. 

The 
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The meeting of the American Congrefs opened 
the faireft profpeft of realizing the fang«ine expefta- 
tions (he had entertained, that America, confiding 
in her ftrength, would refufe to make the conceffions 
demanded by Britain ; and that neither of rhe con-- 
t^ndanrs being in any difpofition to yields di<|yatet' 
would ari(e to fuch a height^ as to render an appeal' 
to force unavoidable. 

Elated with thefe ideas, the French mimftty view-: 
cd this meeting ot the Corigrefs as the firft fteptCKthe 
great revolutioh they were looking */or. Tat^kQt*^ 
cation, from being a difference of opinion bq^utt 
^nd mainta:ined by individuals, was gradually. oe- 
coriie a national quarrel of the moft ferious naoUfr/ 
It had already produced an effed of the iaft import- 
ance; it had united all America under one govern-* 
menc ; Britain had no longer a fingJe Colony to con- 
tend with ;;lhe had them all to face under one de- 
nomination. ' / 

The difference between the language they held \ 
when afurider and the ftile they now afiumed; was 
manifeft «o every obferving man. They did not 
indeed caft off at once all refpeft and fubmiflion ; but 
their conceptions were bold beyond any former pre- 
cedent, and their expreifions were animated to a 
degree that ^bordered on defiance. /^ ; ': 

The deliberations of Congrefs, indeedj^were at- 
tended with fecrecy, and the daringnefs of their 
fpeeches was known only to thofe who were prefent : 
but the refult of thefe deliberations proved in what a 
tone they had been conduced, and with what kind 
of fpirit the members were actuated. ,' ! 

The unufual boldnefsand ani mat ipn that* accom- 
panied all difcourfes and writings of privatcrindividu- 
alSj correfponded with the fpiritednefe of thelrilead- 
ers:— it went even further* As they were not 
bound by formalities, they kept no meafures in their 
invedlives againft the politics ot Britain : they fpoke 

like 
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like men who well forefaw the ifRje of the conteft ; 
and wer^ not therefore apprehenfive of the confe* 
quences of what they might fpeak or write. 

The time is come, faid they, to fix oiarfelv«s upon 
a ftable ground. Let us su: once kndW our deftiny : 
freedom or ilavery i^ now the queftion : (hall we, a 
^Bcat^ a numerous people, humbly fubmit to be 
ruled by another jnation that has not conquered us, 
aviichac dwells in a different kJemifphere ? . Let our 
coliBagq .firil be tried, and vidory decide between 
usdjllt^^vtr^re a (hame for men to yield before fuch a 

-ufviJttJt arc the foundations upon which they ere(3: a 
rigfatr^ fovereignty over us ? Is it on their fuperior 
virtue, or brighter capacity ? The firft they have 
candour enough not to prefume upon : they frankly 
acknowledge thet^felvcs, and if they did not, we 
know them Xq htja, corrupt .and vinal people in every 
thing relating to politics and governmentr With 
what a f^eca^ fuch ai people claim the.' prerogative 
ofgoyerniqgadiiStanCjnjiriQn, not.worfe, if hot bet- 
ter, tbaa thertifelyes ! : What renders, fuch a claim 
the rpore unreafonable^ is the impofllbUity of their 
being acquainted with our condition io-well as our- 
fclves.'. Aihiall number of thole who compofe. their 
Parliament, are men of knowledge and- exflerjence ; 
but the tplajor part is. made up of perfons whofe 
weahh only could have.feated them there ;. and fome 
of whom lie under the imputation of >» bad character. 
Shall /fuch an Aflembly,; chofen by a diminutive pro- 
portion of the pesople, whofe votes are aimoft all pur- 
chafed, and who themfelves will fell thei[r own to the 
higheft bidd^.; Ihall fuch an Affembly arrogate the 
ri^t. df making laws for us^ who are^. knowing aa 
themfelvies in gieneral ra^itters, and nauch.more com^ 
pctent to the. tafk- of providing for oun-own IwelfarCj^ 
without going three thoufand miles to.aSk ior advice ? 

■ , . ' ' Their 
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Their capacity we refpeft, indeed, rt^tich more 
than thef^ virtue ; but while it is continually profti- 
tutedj it is much tnore dangerous than mediocrity 
of talents accompanied by good intentions : thefe 
will go much farther in promoting the good of the 
community, than brigh'tnefs of genius attended by a 
dubious chirafter. But allowing their abilities to 
be ever 9y fplendid, and even fuperior t6 oii'r 6wn,' 
ftill we have capacity enough to ifaanage our o>^ii 
concerns ; and experience has (hown it to a proverb, 
that every one is beft converfant in his own affairs, - 

But why (hould we diffemble our fentiments oa 
pheir conduQ: and intentions refpefting America? 
They planted Colonies with no otjier view than to 
make them' fubfervicnt to their own conveniency. 
While unable to exercife a will of our own, we yidld-* 
pd paffively to their fuperior power ; and they made 
the moft'of us accordingly. But we are no longer 
in that infant ftate of colonization which obliged us 
to pay implicit obedience to their commands. 
While their behaviour to us is diftated by hominity, 
we (hall gladly remember that we both 'originate 
from the fame anceftors ; but if they confider their 
poffeffion of the land occupied by thefe in forrrief 
ages as a title to lord it oyer us, we ai'e not fo def- 
titute of fenfe or fpirit as to admit of fo unjuft and * 
groundlefs' a claim. We are now arrived at a period of 
ftrength and maturity that forbids us to bend beheafh 
a. foreig^n yoke : it were a fharne, if convinced of our 
pwh power and importance, wl^ (hould taniely give 
purfelves up to the controul of another people. '• 

Lfet riot Britain, therefore, attribute it to petulance 
or difaflfeftion, that we think <!)urfclves authof ized to 
aflume the direftion of our ov/n affairs. Wc-are 
Tvilling, we are defirous to remain her everlafting 
friends, and fellow-fubjefts to' the irionafch that 
wears her crown ; but let her not deceive herfdf with 
a Vain hope that we (hall defcend any lower. 

But 
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But *bat hopes have we, on the other hand, that 
Britain will accept of thefe offers ? Fleets and armies 
are the means by which flie evidently propofes to 
retain us in her bonds. QeboUl what is now tranf- 
adting at Bollon ! this is a true earned of the condud 
(he intends to hold with America* 
' ! Whftt remains to be done in our fituation, but 
mantuUy to face the dangers that threaten us ? 
When attaqjced with fire and fword, ha^^ we not a 
pghi/to repel the affailants with the like weapons of 
d^ftfrudion ? 

/.. .The eyes of Engliflimen are now upon us j and 
AuiT)ber8, perhaps the majority, do not wifh to fee us 
ffoRr^c ourfelves before the iron rod that is lifted 
ovc:r^ft\ir heads. They would defpife us for fuch 
cowardice, and deem us unworthy of the forefathers 
of whon> we make fuch a boaft. 
- Let us then roiife ourfelves. Let us go forth and 
give ourjnvaders the meeting. Let our tongues 
an^.pur, pens be filent uptil our deeds have proved 
that. we. have ^fpoken and written no more than what 
we dare ^^o perform. Until this is done, Britain will 
not think tha; we deferv? to be treated like Englifti- 
men. ... 

Sqch^\jK|LS the ftile and manner of the numberlefs 
publication^ that appeared in America at this time. 

What added, doubt iefs, confiderably tp the zeal 
thus manifefted in the common caufe, was the fpirit 
exerted upon this occalion by the independent clergy^ 
They faithfully adhered to the people 5 and by their 
condud and difc^urfes,. (howed thar they confidered 
themfe}ves as equally interefted with the reft of the 
community, in rnaintaining its various claims. 

Thepe is, probably no country upoii earth where 
the inhabitants are, more under the influence of their 
prcachjey^ than Nqw England. To fpeak with im- 
partiality, they .are yfually men of irreproachable 

. charafter, 
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cbarafier, finicere and laborious in their vocation, 
and exemplary in their lives and manners. 

Men of this defcription, many of whom were 
eminent for their learning and eloquence, were 
powerful afliftants in fpiriting up the people to co- 
operate with their leaders in refilling the defigns of 
Britain, which were painted to them in all the co* 
lours of injuftice and tyranny. 

The difcourfes addrefled to the people from the 
pulpits in New England, made the greater impref- 
fion, as they were unbought and flowed from prin- 
ciple. The caufc of the public, from this method 
of fupporting it, became more facred and refpeft- 
able. It created a kind of religious attachment, and 
infpired men with an enthuiiaitic courage to defend 
it. 

The confequence was, that the inhabitants of 
New England took up arms with the mod confcien- 
tious perluafion of the juftice and reftitude of doing 
it. They went to the field of battle, convinced that, 
if they fell, it was in a caufe that Heaven approved. 
Sentiments of this kind could not fail to produce in- 
trepidity. 

The Congrefs beheld with much fatisfaftion this 
univerfal difpofition^to coincide with the meafures, 
which it perceived muft foon be taken in the. pre- 
fent circumftanc^s. From the* irrefiftible power of 
the Britilli miftiftry, it clearly forefaw that the utmoft 
efforts would be made to reduce America by force of 
arms. The refolutions adopted in the laft feffion of 
Parliament left no hopes of reconciliation, otherwife 
' than by complying with the afts it had lately paffed, 
and which were the chief caufe of the prefent fer- 
mentation throughout America. 

That AflTembly was duly aware of the dangers 
they muft encounter in fo arduous an undenaking 
as that of meeting regular troops in fight, flulhed 
with former victories, and co^nmanded by officers of 

tried 
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tried valour and experience. But it relied; It thd 
lame time,- on the nature of the country whcrciii 
the war would be waged ; full of pafles and defiles, 
interfered with numberWs rivers and ftreams, and 
covered in fo large a proportion with woods and hills. 
All thefe were powerful impediments to the motions 
of armies ; and would render the fuperior difcipline 
of the Britifh forces much lefs formidable than it 
might at firft appear. 

In order not to be wanting to themfelves in {o 
critical an exigency, lifts were carefully produced o£ 
the number of fencibJe men in every Colony, and 
of thofe efpedally who had ferved during the laft 
war. As no mere than twelve years had intervened 
fince that period, near two thirds of tlu^e who bad 
borne arms at that time, were ftill alive, if one may 
rely on the computation which ^allows two men out 
of three to be lurvivingat the expiration of ten years* 

This examination of their refources for the mili- 
tary lift, was far from unfatisfadtory. During the 
progrefs of the preceding war, more than forty thou- 
land Americans had taken the field in their fuccef' 
five turns : their ftanding complement was twenty-* 
five thoufand. Allowing for the various accidents 
concomitant on life, a fund ftill remainedxonfifting 
of about twelve thoufand men, who had feen aftual 
fervicc, arid were well acquainted with the ufe of 
arms and military difcipline. 



CHAP, 



LATE WAK. 191 

CHAP. vin. 
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Tranfiidions in Great Britain relating to the Cohnies. 

AFTER laying the foundation of the republi- 
can fyftem, fo long propofed by the leading 
men in America, and providing for an eiFedual re- 
liftance to the efforts or Great Britain, the Congrcfs 
fcparated, after a feffion of near two months. 

Intelligence of the meeting ajid tranfaftions of 
this Affembly, Ipeedily reached England ; but, not- 
withftanding their importance, they did not feem to 
occafion niuch alarm to the generality of people. 
That party which adhered to the views and refolii- 
tions of the miniftry, placed fo much confidence in 
didir abilities, and in the meafures which they had 
latdy taken to bring the Americans to obedience, 
that they felt no apprehenfion on account of the bold 
proceedings of the Congrefs, They looked upon 
them as litde more than the idle clamours of an un- 
ruly multitude, which the exertion of a proper fpirit 
would quickly filence. 

The other party, indeed, viewed thefe proceedings 
in a very different light. As they had from the 
commencement of the difpute taken upon them to 
predift an univerfal confederacy of America, and an 
obftinate refiftance to the defigns of Great Britain, 
they did not fail to point out to the world, how true 
and well-founded their prognoftications had proved; 
and to warn people not to advance any further in a 
track that evidendy was dangerous in the higheft 
degree. 

But the public had loft all patience on this fubjecl. 
So much had been aflerted and contradided on both 
fides of the queftion, and it was involved in fb many 
doubts and i^certainties, that the bulk of the na- 

tioQ 
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tion,lDegan to drop its attention to American topics* 
One would have thought by the indifference with 
which they were treated, by far the grcateft number, 
that they had refolvcd, as it were, to give themfelve* 
no further concern about them, until fome event 
(hould happen of fo ferious a nature as to render 
them unqueftionably of the utmoft importance. 

Such was the temper of the nation at large (on the 
30th of November 1774) when a new Parliament 
met, which foon appeared to be no lefs difpofed 
than the former to adopt and purfue with vigour 
tlie ideas and views of the miniftry refpcfting 
America. 

The Royal fpeech informed them of the diibbe- 
dient fpirit ftill prevailing in Maffachufet; that it 
was abetted by the other Colonies ; that due mea* 
fures had been taken to enforce the a6ts paffed bjr 
the late Parliament ; that an inviolable refolution 
had been embraced to maintain the fupremacy of 
the Britilh legiflature in every part of the empire ; 
and that in the fupport of fo juft a determination, 
no doubt was entertained of their warmeft concur- 
renccr 

An addrefsjin conformity to the fentiments expreff- 
ed in this fpeech, was voted by a prodigious majority. 
But they who were of a different opinion, exerted 
themfelves on this occafion with uncommon vigour ; 
and though borne down by the weight of numbers, 
did not feem inclined to give up any part of the con^ 
teft upon that account. 

The refufal of their concurrence was founded 6n 
the neceffity of a ftrift examination of what the pre- 
ceding Parliament had done, before they ventured 
to give it their approbation. The reftoration* of 
tranquillity in America, had been held out as a mo* 
tive to gain approvers of the meafures adopted in 
the concluding feffion of the laft ; it became, there- 
fore, thofe who met in the firft feffion of the pre- 

fent. 



jprcfeat, to examine how far the fuccefs of thofe 
,meafures correfpoaded with the motives from 
which they had been approved* But how different 
'was the profped: from that which had been pro- 
mifed ! Inilead of that peaceable piAure which mi« 
niitry had drawn in fiKh flattering colours^ they 
beheld all America in flames i and it would require 
the ikill of the ableft ftatefman to extinguiflu it. 

To require them to give their fanaion to the 

plans in agitation among minifters^ was an attempt 

. to impofe upon their common fenfe and Experience. 

It was inviting theni to add fuel to a fire that was 

confuming one of the noblefl: monuments of Britiih 

, genius and induftry. 

America was now, it clearly appeared, to be de* 
. voted to minifterial vengeance, for having fully 
. proved the incompetency of the fchemes that were 
. now in profecution. With what prefumption had 
! its immediate fall been foretold^ beneath the ter« 
^xors awaiting, the armaments that had been fent 
^ forth i But had any fupplicating voice been heard 
, among the Americans ? Were they not, on the 
contrary^ (landing i^ a firm and compact array, pre* 
. pared to meet our utmoil wrath, and full of confi- 
. idence in the juftice of their caufc. 

It were imprudence in the extreme, with fuch a 
; Ught before them, to go forward without inquiring 
. how far they were warranted in taking fo ferious a 
.ftep. Speed was only advifable in the execution 
^ of defigns maturely weighed ; but no deliberation 
^ had preceded thofe of which mihiftry demanded 
their approbation. 

Thofe defigns had hither^) been attended with a 

; kind of fatality. Whatever had been done in <:on- 

. iequence of them, had invariably been produftiye 

of mifchiet Was it cdnfiftent with prudence ^:o 

, perfill in a fyftem not one part of which had anfwej:- 

;cd expedtation ? 
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The anfwer to thefe objeftions was, that tKe te^^ 
haviour of America was fo difrefpedlful, arid even 
fo threatening, that it would argue a total want of 
'fpirit to let it pafs without notice. It was nugatory 
to fay that the Americans were perfuaded of the 
equity of their caufe. This was an argument that 
might as juftly be pleaded in juftification of Great 
Britain. But who was, in fucha conteft, todecidfe 
t)f its reftitude or impropriety ? If Britain ought 
not, had America a better title ? The conteft was 
now chiefly from that quarter. It began about the 
right of Great Britain to impofe taxes upon America. 
In compliance with the wiflies of America, Grcit 
Britain virtually relinquiihccj this right, by repeal- 

* ing every money aft faving one. That one was the 
leaft material of any ; its produce was a meer trifle : 
it was excepted for no other reafon than to preferve 
the honour of the nation : the Americans knew it ; 
but nothing would fatisfy the Americans; their 
pride and obftinacy difdained to feel for the honour 
of Britain : an unlimited fubmiflion to their de* 

* mands, was the fole condition upon which they de- 
clared themfelves willing to be reconciled^ 

In private quarrels, individuals ihat meant re* 
conciliation, met each other half way : the party 
' that refufedwas always confidered as the moft blame- 
able. Now Britain had gone more than half this 
way ; fhe had gone almoft the whole ; but Ame- 
rica had not moved a fingle ftep from the ground 
upon which Ihe flood at firfl : fhe feemed imperi- 

* oufly to wait for a total unreferved acquiefcence in 
her defires on the part of Britain. 

This was a faithfuJ^ portraiture of the refpe&ivc 

* pofition of the two contendants. Would any man, 
that wifhed well to the reputation of Britain, re- 
quire that flic fhould humbly fubmit to the diftates 
of America? All had been- done that could be ex- 
pcfted by the friends of America : all had been fa- 

cpificed^ 
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tttfied, the honour of Britain excepted : tieaven 
fdrbid that alfo fliould be given up to the haugh*r 
tinefs of the Americans. They alone had protrafted 
theeonteft, by refufing allcondefcendance, while Bri- 
tain made fomany conceffions* Such a diffimilitude 
of behaviour made it neceffary for Britain to alter 
both her ftile and condu(ft. She no longer exadled taxes 
from America ; fhe demanded homage and refped: ; 
Ihe felt herfelf infulted, and expected a reparation 
of her honour : Ihe was not only the parent, but 
the prote<fting ftate; this gave her a fuperiority 
which inconteftably empowered her to look for de-» 
ference and condefcenfion in her dependants* 

The very nature of the difpute was totally 
changed* America having refufed the moft flender 
acknowledgment of the fovereignty of Britain, that 
could in the prefent circumftances have been re-^ 
quired, was guilty of a wilful and daring affront, 
which merited a confpicuous chaftifement* Were 
Britain to refrain from infliding it, her fpirlt and 
lier power would equally be queftioned ; and if ihe 
delayed it, the evil would accumulate by an in- 
jcreafe of infolence on the part of the Colonies, 
and of contempt on that of the European nations, 
ivhich had already teftified their furprife at the pati- 
ence and inaction of the Britiih miniftersy under 
fuch repeated provocationiS* 

Such was the ftile of the debates upon this ad- 
drefs : they were equally fpirited in both Hpufes j 
but it was carried in the Houfe df Commons by two 
hundred &nd iixty-four, againft feventy-threc ; and 
in the Houfe of Lords by fixty-»three to thirteen. 

Such majorities decided at once the fate of all 
oppofition to miniftry ; and the Americans had now 
full intimation given them, tl^t they would meet 
with no more favour from the prefent Parliament 
thaUk from the laft. . 

N a . Bu; 
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' But the firmnefs and perfevtrance of this opp&i 
0tion was not in the leaft dimimlhcd by the prolpedt 
of the numbers it would have to encounter. Small 
a^ it was in the Upper Houfe, it produced a pro- 
teft which concluded with thefe remarkable words i 
— '^* Whatever may the mifchievous defigns, or the 
^* inconfiderate temerity which leads others to this 
** defperate courfe, we wiih to be known as perfoUs 
*^ who have ever difapproved of meafufes fo per- 
*^ nicious in their paift efFedls, and their future ten- 
*^ dency ; ahd who are not in hafte, without in^ 
'* qwry or information, to commit burfelves indC'^ 
** clarations which thay precipitate our country 
** into all the calamities of a civil war/' 

The oppofition in Parliament was in the mean tiiii^ 
firongly feconded by the merchants of London and 
Briftol trading to America. As they were fully ap* 
prifed of the confequences that muft . neceffarily in* 
fue from a perfeverance in the hoftile meafures re^ 
folved upon with North America, and deeply in» 
terefted in fuch an event, they exerted their whole 
influence to avert it. They prepared a reprefcn- 
tatiori of the diftrefles they would unavoidably fuf* 
fer from fuch meafures, and pointed out circum-* 
itantially the various detriments that would arife 
from^ them to the public, and how dearly the pro* 
fecution of them muft be paid for. 

This oppofition was attended with another 6f no 
lefs weight and confequence. Mr, Pitt, now Lord 
Chatham, had for feveral years lived a retired life, 
temote from the bufy fcenes in which he had long 
aded ib confpicuous a part. But his apprehenfions 
of the danger impending on the ftate, tiow brought 
him again from his retreat. Though from feveral 
caufes his popularity was diminiflied, and his power 
much leflened, yet the - native dignity of his fupe- 
rior genius, and the remea^brance of the illuftrioui 
^m be had afted in thefervice of his country, could 

not 
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tsotiaif to procbre him attention and infiuence J» 
whichever fide he might feem to incline* . i 

r • He appeared in the Houfe of Lords on the iirft 
- aoth Jan. day of their meeting after the Chrifti- 
^77f* mas recefs. He began his fpeech bjr 

^ total dififent from the plan purfued in America by 
ih.e miniftry, and moved for an addrefs to th^ King^ 
immediati^ly to recall the troops from Bofton^ as a 
iieceflary fliep to all reconciliation. *^ An hour now 
loft^" faid h^, " in allaying the ferment in Ame- 
rica^ might produce years of calamity^ as the fiti^ 
^tion of the troops rendered them and the Ameri* 
<ans continually .liable to events which would c^t 
off the poffibility of a reconciliation. By withdraw- 
ing them, a proof of confidence and good will would 
be given on our fide, that would remove J ealoufy 
and fufpicion on the other. This was a preliminary 
Hep of an indifpenfible nature, and which muft be 
^^ken previous to all others. It would be theXet- 
-ting of our foot on the threlhold of peace." 
' ' He animadvertedan the fevereft terms upon the 
conduft of miniftry. He accufed them of having 
'^deceived the nation, by mifreprefenting the fituai- 
^ion of the Colonies, and by imprefling people with 
^an idea, that the difputes and difturbances among 
•them were the affair of Bofton only, in which the 
-reft were unconcerned, and which a fingle regiment 
' would fuffice to quell. He pointedly reprobated 
the whole fyftem of adls and regulations lately paf- 
fed refpedling them. He contended not) he iaid, 
..for indulgence, but juftice to America. If we con- 
lulted our intereft or our dignity, the firft advances 
' to peace and concord ihould come from us ; as con- 
' ceilion always comes with a better grace, and more 
.. falutary effe&s, from a fuperior. He warned them 
to rejract in time, left unfortunate accidents Ihould 
compel them to fubmit to the difgraceful neceffity 

N 3 of 



198 HISTOITY OP THE 

of yielding through force, what they might hwKe 
had the credit of granting through kiudnefs. 

He concluded a long and animated fpeech upon this 
important occafion, in the following bold and ftri* 
king manner :t— *^ If the minifters," faid he, *^ thus 
perfevere in mifadvifing and mifleading the Kingt 
1 will not fay that they can alienate the. aflfeftiqns of 
his fubjeds from his crown; but I will affirm they 
will make the crown not worth his wearing :*-^I will 
not fay that the King is betrayed, but I will pro- 
nounce that the kingdom is undone/' . ' 

But the efforts of Lord Chatham in favour of the 
Americans, availed them nothing- Coerciojt was 
now decifively .refolved upon by the majority, and 
no other plan was allowed to be admiifible. They re- 
newed all the arguments tending to jqrimioatQ Ame- 
rica, and to juftify the condudk of miniftfyt The 
time was now arrived, faid they, for a ;firxal re- 
folution not only to be taken, .but enforcedi Par- 
liament is determined to be obeyed ; Ajxierica ri^ 
•fufes obedience; what then but force cau decide ? 
To poftpone coercion after fo.many threats, .would 
-be derogating from the natio^ial dignity* Delays 
in fo urgent a bufinefs would defeat it withput re^ 
medy, as the Americans were daily inqreafing their 
preparations and ftrength te encounter it^ Years 
had elapfed iince it had been the duty of Great Bri- 
tain to employ her fuperiority of means ii\ crulbing 
this rebellious fpirit : Ihe had fuffered it already ta 
go too far. But if relying on the groundlefs hope 
■ that America might be reclaimed by. other meafures, 
Ihe neglefted thofe of compulfipn, Ihe would only 
render it a tafk of more difficulty to employ thenx 
fuccefsfuUy in future, as Ihe would certainly find 
to her coft, that ihe . muft employ them at laft, 
however unwilling, if Ihe meant to retain ?ny power 

over the Colonies, 
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After a violent <;onteft, fupportcd chiefly by a 
repetition of what had fo frequently been urged, the 
motion was rejefted by a majority of fixty-eight to 
eighteen* 

In the mean time,, the merchants and manufac- 
turers throughout the kingdom, in imitation of thofe 
of Ldnd'on and. Briffol, laid a variety of petitions 
before Parliament againft the hoftile projects of the. 
miniftry refpefting America, 

The treatment of thefe petitions was remarkable : 
they were Jiighly difplejiffng to the people in power^* 
as tending clireftly to"" defeat all the purpofes they 
had fo much at heart ; but as they could not be re- 
jefted with a high hand, without adding confidera- 
bly tb . tie "multitude who oppofed tjie miniftry, a 
committee was appointed to take them into confide- 
ration^ which was not jo take place till after a pre- 
vious committee on the affairs of America. 

The reafpn affigned for feparating thefe two ob- 
jedls, jWasi^ that the confideration of commercial, 
ought not to interfere with political matters ; each 
of thefe being fufficiently perplexing, without 
other embarralfment. While the attention of the 
Houf^ was. taken up with the one, it ought not 
there^fore to be diftrafted by the other : both to- 
gether ' would puzzle and perplex ; but afunder, 
would be ^.ifcufled with much more eafe and per- 
fpicuity. • ' ' 

But ,oppofition would not admit of fuch a reafon- 
ing. To difunite politics from commerce, in treat- 
ing of the bufinefs of America, were dividing, in a 
manner, the body from the foul, 'to whatpurpofe 
ihould we concern ourfelves about America, unlefs 
it were fpr the fake of. commerce? But were it 
btherwife, there was no clafs of men whofe cor- 
refpondence affifted more in the illuftration of po- 
litical knowledge than that of merchant's ; they cor- 
refponded upon all fubjefts neceflary for each others 
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information ; among thefe tlie political occuntncei 
of the times conftituted a principal part; as ac« 
cording to thefe^ they regulated their mercantile 
proceedings. To exclude the intelligence that muft 
arife from blending commerce with politics, wonld 
therefore be extremely unwife, efpecially in a cafe 
where they were fo intimately linked as in all that 
telated to the Britifh Colonies. 

To defer the hearing of thefe petitions till the 
6thi^r committee had lat, was in efTeA to fejed: 
them. They were intended as reafons to influence 
that very <:ommittee againll the propofals of mini- 
ftry. The truth was, they Were dreaded as the 
moft formidable obje^ions to thefe propofals, and 
were not, for that reafon, to be permitted to enter 
the lifts, till the enemy they^were to combat, had 
moved off the field triumphantly, under pretence 
that no antaeonift appeared to oppofe them. 

But the Houfe of Commons was equally decifive 
for minifterial meafures with the Houfe of Lords. 
The queftion was carried in their favour by one 
hundred and ninety-feven, againft eighty-one. 

In confequence of this decifion, the petitions that 
had been prefented from London, Briftol, Liver- 
pool, Manchefter, Norwich, Birmingham, Glaf- 
gow, and other commercial towns, were fucceffively 
conligned to what was then humouroufly entitled 
the Committee of Oblivion, 

But the merchants of London were determined 
not to give up a conteft of fo weighty a kind, with^ 
out teftifyingto the world how much they thought 
the proceedings of adminiftration were contrary to 
found policy. They drew up a kind of proteft, in 
which they aflerted, that the connexion between 
Great Britain and America was principally of a 
commercial nature, as the benefits derived from it 
to each were chiefly fuch. During a century, and 
more, the wifdom of Parliament had been perpetu-i 
"" ' • ally 



aflly cmpto^ed in cncreafing and ^C6uragiilg thji 
trade carried on between them^ as anobj^ of thW 
laft importance. That the manifold . f egutatioM 
adopted for the mutual profperity of the Colonic 
and th^ rfiother country, formed the great pdUtli^ 
tkain that united them to each ^lier, Qu^ftioni 
ef comtiierce and p6licy, wh^i^^iii both are cob^ 
cemed, ought therefftre neVet to be divided^ but 
exaniined jointly, • as compofing a whole, of which 
the parts can never Ise well perceived, unlefs they 
arc placed in one point of view. » 

This remonftrance was prefehtedon the day apt 
pointed for the previous committee tbtake place.-^ 
It was warmly feconded by the oppofition, who in^ 
lifted on the indignity offered to^ fo refpeftabfe i 
body as the merchants of London, in referring thi 
petitioh to a mock examination. A diteft reftiial 
would have been lefs mortifying. J 

As to th^ pretence fo ftrongly urged, that a ^if- 
cuffion of commercial matters would create a deHf . 
in the profecution of meafures of more confequendc^ 
it was urijtift and groundlefs. No meafures could 
equitably be formed without fuch a difcufEon ; and 
the time required for it would not be of fufficient 
length to invalidate any meafures that might follo# 
in confequence of fq proper and rieceflary a diA 
cuiEbn. 

Such a proceeding, it was further alledged, wa4 
unparliamentary : it pre-fuppofed a knowledge and 
Gonvidion in minifters that the queftion would be 
carried according to their wifhes ; this indeed v^^s not 
furprizing: but what was truly intolerable, it took 
away the very forms that fliould be obfervcd in tranl^ 
actions of this kind, and prevented thofe who had a 
tlear right to it, from I^atiiig their objedlions to the 
measures that pa^ec^ againft their fuffrages. 

But the fa& was, the ultimate decifion of mini- 
Iteirs was already taken ; they were tired of hearing 

.: - - ■ - • . fe 
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fo many fpeeches^ of which they knew hgiof^zxtd 
the inefficacy. War was now- t^e wer^ ;« aa^ not- 
withftanding no weightier reafon could b^.giyfP for 
not attending to what the oi^rchapts had |q %^>|ban 
this very determination, yet that was theNJgery^p- 
twe that impelled mioifi^r^ to ref\ife th^9!^;fi hea^* 
i^gy leflthefe Ihotikl make it appear how uivwiie it 
wa$ to precipitate the nation into fuch ameafur/e.- 

And Jret in cafe of a war, wboQi were they bound 
to confult with, more attention and deference than 
the mercantile claifes^ upon whom principally de^ 
pends the arrangement of fin.ances^ and thofe pecu- 
niary refources without which war cannot b^ waged. 
In whatever light therefore the point in queftion 
was confidcred,' every motive concurred to induce 
the miniftry to pay the moli ferious regard to the 
l-eprefentations laid bcfSre them by fo great a num* 
ber of merchants from: all parts x)f the kingdom. 

In anfwer to the pppofition, it was alledged^ that 
fa^ftion had tho principal hand in framing of the pe^. 
titions fo much recommended.. The merchants 
had hitherto teftified the fulleft reliance on the dif- 
cretion of Parliament ; why ihould they feize an 
occafion of this kind to exprefs their doubts of its 
willingnefs 'to^tc<>nfult the^r ^terefts^ and its ability 
tp do it efFeQually ? . . , . 

The trade of Great Britain to, America was in 
truth highly beneficial ; but this was owing to the 
dependent fituatiqn of ourColonies : were they per- 
mitted to encroach on the fuperiority of Britain, 
and to break through the. regulations that had been 
framed with fo much care.and^ ftgadty to fecure it, 
the advantages refujting: from their commerce, 
would gradually diminiilj. and become undeferving 
of the Iblicitude with winch Eijgland had fo invari- 
ably attended to the proteft ion? and welfare q£, her 
American dependencies. 

Diftant poUeffions required an equal Jiiixtyre of 
lenity and firmnefs in the^ manner of governing 

them* 
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fhetn; AmeriGa, it could not be denied, had ex- 
perienced hithertp, much more of the firft than of 
the laft. Prefuming on its flourifliing condition, 
and glorying in its ftrength, it now aimed at an 
abatement of that fuperiority on the fide of Britain, 
which' had been exercifed ever fince the foundation 
of her Colonies, without the leaft cornplaint or ap? 
pearance of diffatisfadtion. But fliould Britain re- 
lax of thpfe rights ihe bad fo long maintained, and 
-^jijoyed \yithout . difpute, the. merchants tbemfel ves 
would be the firft to feel the confequences, and to 
•jirraign the, imprudent : indulgence of thofe mini- 
ilers who i^i9uld, froqi.ill-fovmded motives of po,- 
licy, comply with the.unreafonable requefts of the 
.Colonifts, 

TrujC it was, that war, .and its concomitances, 
were a terrible objedt to behold; but they were 
fometimes neceffary, to. prevent greater evils.-— 
What evil cpuld befal a trading nation fo much to 
be dreaded, as the lofs of its commerce? — ^Was 
America to proceed in .the courfe it had begun, a 
few years would fuffice to fet her free from all thofe 
jreftraints that render the poffeiEon of her valuable 
to Great Britain, 

The chief of thefe reftraints Was the navigation 
gft, * But though the ftrift obfervance of this, and 
the feveral injunctions laid upon them, might wear 
the appearance 8f feverity, yet they contributed to 
the reciprocal advantage of both parties, by erx- 
jGouraging the native produce of the Colonies, and 
enablij^g Britain not only to defeiid them with her 
grms, byt to graiit them immenfe fums of money 
in annual bounties upon every article of trade which 
they could either difcover or improve. 

It had been repeatedly demonftrated by fadt, no 
lefs than by arguinent, that the intereft of both 
Gr?at Britain ^nd i^nierica qohfifted in the prefer- 

vatioa 
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.virion of the commercial fyftem fo l6ng e^abliftcii 
between them. By adhering to it, they had batH 
profpered in a wondefill degree ; and it might with 
great truth be added, that the proportion of that 
j>ix>fperity was evidently greater in every eflential 
ireTpcfl: on the fide of America, than on that of 
Great Britain* In proof of this, without entering 
5nto any further (detail, let the refpedivc condition 
Xff the commonalty be viewed in both counries, and 
knd let an impartial obferver decide which is th6 
irioft enviable of the two. 

The demands of the Americans were confeqncntly 
ungenerous and ill-timed. They were fully confcious 
bf the greater cafe of circumftances attending the 
generality of individuals among them, and of the 
oppreflive burdens with which they were loaded in 
Britain: They knew the exigencies of the parent 
•3late, and with what difficulty Ihe bore up againft 
S:he embarraffments that furrounded hen Was 
this therefore a feafon to cavil about requefts not 
^attended, perhaps, with all the formality which 
their pride exadted, but certainly founded upon the 
iftrideft neceffiry, and of which nothing could waf- 
rapt the refufal. 

\ Were that perpetual plea of the Americans fincerc, 
W-app^ehenfion for their juft rights and immunities, 
they would ere now have devifed fome expedient to 
Vffift Great Britain in fuch a method as might prov^ 
equally ufeful to her, and agreeable to their own 
ideas* But during a conteft that had lafted now 
ten years, they had not made a fingle propofal.-^ 
This Ihowed, beyond thf power of contradidion, 
that it was not the manner of afking their ajffiftance 
which difpleafed them, fo much as the very matter 
itfelf. They were fecretly determijaed to give none ; 
and their whole ftudy was to hide this determination, 
under the pretence of an illegality in tli.e aipde^f 
'applying to theoi for fuch purpofes,. 

Were 



f Were eoncei&dns tobc made until the American? 
were entirely fatisfied^ would their warmeft advor 
cate fiand up and name the laft of their demaiui$7 
They were indefinite; and^ in truth,: ajimed at iiip- 
tal repeal of whatever inight feeni obnoxious to 
their immediate intereft* But that and their rea|l 
Intereft diflfered greatly. A deprivation of the cpn^ 
mercial and political fupport they, derived from 
Great Britain, would be. the greateft unhappinefs 
'that could befal them. But this they muft fubmit 
to, if they ihould ever fucceed in the purfuit of 
that delufive phantom of independence of all 
fcontroul from Britain, which was fo erroneoufly xe- 
jprefented as the happiefl: fituation they could at- 
tain. 

1 Conceflions, in Ihort, were not the true method 
of reclaiming the Americans. They might appev 
fuch to the mercantile claffes, from the facility of 
naafcingthem, and the fpeed with which tranquility 
•would be reftored. But how long would this tr aiv 
jquility remain unlhaken ? No longer than till the 
'merchants of Great Britain had found how much 
«heir intereft would fufFer from the confqquenceg of 
-thofe Gonceffions. This would quickly be difco.- 
•vercd, when, unfettered by regulations, the Ci>- 
Jpnies received the produce of other countries, and. 
.carried their own wherever they thought propcur. 
This was the point they inconteftably aimed at, 
liowever they might pretend to the contrary* Not- 
withftanding their boaft of the vaft buiinefs tran^ 
a&ed with Great Britain, it was well known to 
arife from the prqdijgious credit they were indulged 
with here, and co\ild not. expeA eUewhere^f . 

True it was, that fome years might eiapfe be- 
fore tbefe evils would be difcovered ; but they 
would infallibly arrive, and their progrefs, though 
^lent and unnoticed at firft, would neverthelefs be 
JSbsidy and progreflive, uixtil they became, jfopawoi' 

•V. . ful 
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ful as not t6 be- remecTied. Now therefore was the 
feafon to obviate; thfcm, before they had taken too 
deep a root, ahd while the ftrength of Britaia was 
adequate to theilr eradieatiott. 

Confideratiohs of lefs importance had often put 
arms into the hands of Britain : why ihould Ihe he-* 
fitate in a cafe like the prefent, where honour and 
intereft unitedly call upon her for the moft'fpeedy 
and vigorous exertions ? The merchj^nt* were wont 
heretofore to fecond the wifhes of the miniftry, in- 
ftead of oppofing them : if they were alarmed at 
the fufpenfion of thofe profits accruing from com* 
merce, it was an inconvenience to which they had 
frequently fubmitted : their enemies would expe- 
rience as many, if not more ; and it were unworthy 
of the character they hadfo long fuftained, to yield 
to indignities for the fake of profit- 
But the loffes in ptefent contemplation were no* 
'thing in comparifon to thofe that would fallow i& 
•future, ihould Britain, from a fpiritlefs fondnefs for 
temporary quiet, give up tamely thofe advantages 
that would infue from a refolute maintenance of hef 
juft rights. This was a policy hitherto unknown in 
this country, where, inftead of hefitation and back* 
wardnefs, her councils had always been noted for the 
ardour and celerity with which they were infpirerf, 
whenever the caufe of the public was in a^tation^ 
Thefe were the fcope and purport of the mamber- 
lefs arguments that filled both the Parliament and 
the nation. But fuch was the heat and violence of 
'parties at this jundure,. that arguments atonte dU! 
not fuJBice to exhale it. All bounds of diecency 
were overleaped in this unfortunate, contention* 
Scurrility and inveAive were fubftituted in lieu of 
of reafoning ; and animofity fuper ceded all the raks 
of civility and decoruni. 

Never did miniftry and oppofition engage with (6 
muck warmth as oathe prcfent occafion* The latter, 

wha 
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yaihb felt howlight tb^ey were in the (dale of powers 
exerted all -their eloquence and abilities iti order to 
render their antagonifts odious, • They reprefented 
them as incapable, negledfut -and inconfiftent ; 
•and the adts framed under their aufpices, as the off- 
fpring of falfe information and , ignorance- They 
were threatened with a fevere vengeance, when the 
<lay ihould come, as it muft at laft, that the nation 
would open its eyes to the iniquity of their admini- 
ftration. 

The laft Parliament was defcribed as deeply par- 
ticipating of their guilt; and no language was fpar- 
ed in drawing it in the ihoft defamatory colours. 
Anibng a variety of charges, one in particular fpe-? 
cified, that it began its political life with a viola- 
tion of the facred right of ele&ion in the cafe of 
Middlefex, that it died in the aft of Popery, by 
' eftablifhing the Romifh religion in Canada, and had 

• left a rebellion in America, as a legacy to the 

• nation.. 

The final conelufion of this fcene of altercation 
and inveteracy was, that the motion . in favour of 
the merchants petition was rejefted by a divifion of 
two hundred and fifty to eighty -nine. 

But oppofition was not alone in this day of trial. 

America feconded them ftrenuoully in the perfons 

' of her agents, one of whom, on this memorable 

occaiion^ was Doftor Franklin, whofe genius and 

abilities had, at the time of the ftamp aft, been fo 

. fuccefsfully exerted in the fervice of his country, 

Thefi? gentlemen prefented a petition, originally 

addreiTed by the American Congrefs to the^King, 

who had referred it to Parliament. . ^ 

Hereupon a violent debate immediately arofe. 

• No petition, it was argued, could be received from 
the continental -Congrefs. It was no legal body; 
and to admit of any hearing on their behalf, would 
be a foTt of recognition of their legality. The ge- 
neral 
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neral Aflemblies^ and their agents, were th6 tmtf 
lawful reprefentatives of the Colonies ; none elfe 
Avould be admitted. 

. The reply was, ^^at no government fubfifted in 
the Colonies. Popular commotions, ads of Par*^ 
liament, and diflblutions, had feverally put an end 
to it. It was now incumbent on Parliament to co-* 
operate in reftoring it. The Congrefs confiftcd of 
^perfons of great influence in America, who were 
highly defirous to prevent the continuation of th,c 
-diforders : they deferved, therefore, to be heard, 
if not as a public body, at leaft as individuals of 
.chara&er. Petitions were the acknowledged ■• right 
of fubje&s of all denominations ; and it wouM iU 
become the Britifh Parliament to rejeft one that 
came recommended by fo many motives to give it 
at leaft, a civil, if not a favourable reception. 

It behoved Parliament in fo dangerous a crifis as 
the prefent, to beware of treating petitions or peti- 
tioners with fupercilioufnefs : they ought,, on the 
contrary, to be encouraged, as poffibly the readied, 
and, indeed, now the only means of preventing in- 
finite mifchiefs. Thefe mifchiefs wer6 evidently 
impending, and would fall heavily and fpeedily on 
.Britain and America, if not prevented with the ut- 
moft diligence* 

Parliament ought to rejoice at the humility 
adopted by Congrefs, and receive its addrefles with 
.the more readinefs^ as -a refufal would cut off all 
means of communication with fo refpe&able .a 
body; which, though not aflemblcd according to 
the legal forms, was in fad the moft powerful 
and important affembly at prefent in North Ame- 
rica, 

It ought to be duly remembered, that it was 

chiefly by rejeding petitions, America had been 

brought to its prefent condition of turbulence and 

confufion. . This pointed out theneceifity of ad- 

— ' ing 
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ItJg dAtfwife^ unlcfs it was refolved tb aCcclelate' 
fcbellidni This would infallibly be produced, by 
tf refufel' to att^hd' to* the prefenr rietitioni It was 
tiie duty of Parliament to receive it, as the very in- 
Cfent of their fitting was^to hear affd redtefs the 
grievances^ of the fiibjefti 

After an ineffedtuar ftfugglcj the American 
agents had the mortification or feeing the j^etitioir 
ifejefted fey a* majority of two huftdrea and eighteen 
to fixty-eighti 

In the mean time a conciliatory plan was prepar- 
ing by the Ear t of Ghatham* Freferving tile uii* 
•dauntednefs'and perfeverance of hi? charafter, hd 
r«efo1utely determined to exert his whole abilities 
in oppoution to the hoftile fchemes propofcd by 
tainiftryv 

To this *Sca> he laid before the Houfe oif 

ifl* Fcb% Lords- a bill', the Intent of which wa^ 

^ 775* to fettle the troubles in America, and to 
iallert, at the fame time, the fu{>reme legiflat?ivi$ 
authority and faperintending power of Great Bti* 
tain over the Colonies^ 

He requefted the- Houfe^ inthiemoft eariieft jlnid 
pathetiit terms ^ fincetely to afEft in fo falutary a 
work ; to fey afidfe the prejudices* of party, and td 
tohfider well the importance of the fubjeft before 
them\ 

The eorttettt^ 6f this famous^ bill were, a fpedfid 
acknowledgment of the fupremacy of the legiliatun 
a&id the fuperintendiilg power of'^theBritifli Parlij 
mentk It declared that no taxet br charges Ihould bi 
levied hi' America but with the free confent of their 
Afleittblies^ It affcrted a right in the Ctowri to 
keep and ftation a military foree eftablilhed by law, 
?n any part of its dominit)ns ; but d'eclared, that it 
ihould not be lawfully employed to enforce implicit 
and illegal fubmiffion* . It authorifed the holding of 

Y'Oh. L No. 4* Q a Min- 
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a Congrefs in order to recognize the fupreme foi^C*' 
reignty of Great Britain pver the Colonies, and to 
fettle, at the fame time, an annual revenue upon 
the Crown, difpofable by Parliament, and applica- 
ble to the exig^eacies of the nation. On complying 
with thefe conditions, the ads complained of by 
Congrefs were to . be fufpended, with every other, 
meal'ure pointed out as a grievance ; and the con- 
flitution of their governments to remain as fettled 

' Dy their charters. 

But this billj of which the illuftrious framer had 
conceived fo much hopes, met with the fate of 
every propofal that had been made in favour of 
America* It was oppofed with univerfal violence^ 
condemned without referve, and pronounced at 
once totally inadmiffible. 

' The reafqns allcdged for this immediate and en- 
tire condemnation, w^as its evident partiality to 
America, by the various concefGons it enaded, and 
in patticular by empowering the Colonies to affem- 
ble in Congrefs ; a meafure which, of all others, 
was the moft offenfive to the dignity of Great Bri-' 
tain, and moft injurious to its^ intereftsr 

The fufpenfion of the adts to which they dt>je€t- 
ed> was, in fadt, a repeal. * Were, for inftance, the 
Admiralty Courts to be abrogated^ what would be- 
come of the navigation aft ? The rebellious fchemes* 
of America, were no fecret: they pretended griev- 
ances ; but meant^ in reality, to put an end to all 
authority of Great Biitain among them* It were 
the height of infatuation to think o-f conceffionsy 
.with fo many proofs of their antipathy to Britain.r 
It was the bufinefs of every friend to his country, 
to combat their hoftile difpofition-with undaunted 
firmnefs, and by no means to appear pliant and 

• yielding while they affumed, in all their behaviour: 
iuch.an air of enmity and defiance. 

T^>efe 
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*thek aflertions, it was urged, wer6 not lAttf 
tvords called up for the purpofe of a debatCi They 
^ere prompted by matters of fail, and were un-* 
happily. but too well founded* While they were 
deiiberating wathin thefe walls^ the tnhabitailtis o^ 
Ameilca had aAually taken the field* They had 
attacked one of the King's gartifons, maftered it^. 
and feizedall the flores and ammunition for their 
own ufe, to be employed againft Britain^ Who 
could, after this^ open his niouth in their defence ot 
favour ? They were no longer entitled to either ^—^ 
They had now thrown off the maik, and Ihown 
themfelves, what they were, — finveterate enemies 
to Britain^ 

t From thefe caufes it was moved^ that the bill 
iiitroduced as conciliatory, Ihould be thrown out, in 
the very firft inftancei In, this motion the minifte-^ 
rial party concurred without the leaft hefitation.-** 
The circumftauce above-^mentioned of feizing a 
King's fort, contributed not a little to the warmth 
and haftinefs with which the bill was rejefted* Such 
condu^ in the Americans was not ynjuftly looked 
upon as ajcommencement; of hoftilitiesv 

But the fpirit of Lord Chatham did not yield to 
the majority by which his plan was fo completely 
defeated. He fupported their attacks with all the 
fire of his former years, and defended it by a vari** 
cty of reafonings* 

' While minift^rs> faid he, reprelented America as 
in a ftate of rebellion^ it behoved every m;in prefent ' 
te exercife his capacity for the qujelling of it* No 
plan had hitherto appeared in that Houle for (6 ne* 
ceffary a purpofe* To what could this be imputed, 
buttaa negligence abfolutely criminal in fo ardu* 
ous a fituation of public affairs ? When every exer- 
tion ihould be made to prevent the Calamities that 
were fo fall approaching ; ^nd that could not be ob- 

t . O z viated 
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viated hy any other method ib Qffedually^ ».hf % 
plan of reconciliation* It was. to invite imniftevs. 
to embrace friei\dly tiieafures, that He bad employed 
himfelf in framing propofah of that tendency , wl^cb 
he adduced a multitude of reafons to. ptove, were 
the only etfeAual means to fectle the peace of Ame** 
rica iipon a ftaJble and permanent bans% 

His opinion was fupported by the concurrence - 
of other Lords in the oppolitioi?« They contended 
, that it was highly unreasonable tor^ed: with fo lie* ' 
tie di&uffion, a hill thajt tended to bring about a 
pacification fo much wanted, on both fides of the 
Atiantic. What would the Americans think, when 
they heard with what impetuofity all propofitione- 
of peace and amity with them were attacked by fo 
refpe&abte a body as the Peera^ of Great Britain ? 
Would they not inftantly, and juftly conclude, that 
att hopes of reconciliation wepe at an end, and 
that it only remained for them to prepare for 
war? 

Allowing that the conduct of the Americans, was 
highly bUme^ble, and merited evea chailiiemeitt^ 
ftill if it were poffible to avoid fo harlh an extire.- 
mity, without degrading the nation, wouild any 
prudent man declare himfelf an energy to aay mea^ 
fare by which fo lalutary an end. could be •accom'* 
pliihed? Wa^ could only -be juftifted when the 
objeft pro^ofed was not otherwife attainable.-^ 
If the Colonifts coulcj be induced to comply with 
fuch terms, as^ were reconcilable with the dignity 
of the palreht ftate, jsis well as with their own views 
and Wifhes, would not this proye a moft defirable 
event ? Was it not thefrefore juft -and; laud^bte to 
ftrivc with all poffible zeal to compafe it, in pre- 
ference to thofe- projefts that were founded upo» 
coercion ? Thefe were a difgrace to hprnanity*, aad 
a refoiirce which no- good politician eyer admitted' 

~ into 
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km Ills tho\ight5. While the fmallefl: hope ft^ 
malned of compromifing difibnenceiupon wy other 
footing. 

It was further afflTerted, thut miniftry ought fe^ 
tiouffly to conlidef, whether. America was the fol^ 
cftemy that Great. Britain Would have to encounter, 
in cafe of her having recourfe to Urfttt fdr the deci-* 
fion of this unhdppy quarrel. Though America 
Was unequal to atrial of ftreligth with Great Britain^ 
were no other enemies to be apprehended ? Would 
our ancient rivals (land ftill, when fo fair an oppor* 
tunity was oStt^ then! of returning th^ heavy 
blows We had give* them fa lately ? It Was Vain td 
flatter ourfelve^ the Americans would have no afTo* 
ciates; the enVy which the grektnefsand profperity 
of this country htid unlvcrfally created, would ope- 
irate on this occafion ifevery Where : they would find 
^eil-wifliers arid abettors at our very doors, and 
would foon meet with their 6peA countenance or 
ftcret affiftance^ Nto man that profefled himfelf 
Che leafk converfant in hiftorical knowledge, could 
^eny the validity of thefe furmifes. With fuch a 
profpeft ^f fure tchd certain danger, was it eligible 
to proceed in the track that led dire&ly to it ? Did 
the fituation'of Great Britain warrant fuch a ftep ?-*• 
Was flie united in her fentimenti concerning the 
Jufticeand propriety of venturing upon a war?— 
Though a Parliamentary majority might approve 
it, would the nation at large join heart and hand in 
fucli a meafure? The minlftry ought to know that 
America had a number of J)artizans in Britain, who 
tk)t only condemned the proceedings of the people 
in power, but even reprobated the principles upon 
which they were founded, and juftified the refiftancb 
of the Colonies,'' People of thiis mind Would al- 
ways find means of obftrufting, more or lefs, the 
defigns- carrying on againft America ; and might, 

O 3 though 
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though indlreAIy, prbve ftiorc ^eiftualiupportcf^ 

of its caufe than mimfters fecpie^. aware, _. To 

dwell more particularly on this circiimftanc^might 

not be advifaMe ; but it Ihould.not }^ forgptten, 

that where a nation is fo confideirgbly . divided ift 

opinion, peopk ihoyld not; be fafiguine. in their di^- 

cifions, and ought, in common mejdefty^ %o aUow 

the poff bility o| theit being in error. 

. The minift^rkd ^arty was, not filenced by -jthefo 

ohjedion;s^ They.wejre feprefcntedjas farrfetched, 

and founded chieHy upon fears and a^pprehenfionst 

Were nien to hearken to theCj, no ^ftive naqrfijres 

eovild ever be taken, Danger Jg^d unqertaiji^ty ; wat 

the lot of all hymgn ept^prixes J but were.th^.a 

fufficient motive to refrain frO:Pfv a^ipg> when called 

vpon by jvf^ and v%\\d reafpnsj JPi(d i^:- become Prir 

tain to be paffive .vender affrpnts, at fhife IpoEf^^. fha? 

^py other time ? Was it efpe^^aljy frogihfrjQw^ 

fybje^s Ihe ought tq receive theiB without feft^tr.. 

ment ? This was not a maxinrevpr inculcated ia 

thefchool of found policy: . w?: ape ?aught there, 

that without a proper fpirit no^fete.fi^ fjouriih an4 

dopimand refpedt, But without a^v^j ting to gene^ 

ral notiops, why fliould w<^ l>chaye y;ith |nore timi?; 

dity towards our Colonies, than any pther ft^t? th^t 

treated us with indignity > We b^d faced the greats 

eft powers on earth fearlefs^y ^nd fugcefsfully, and 

-at a time when it was thought as paufh a}^ now, tliat 

they would prove .an over^piatfh; but the courage 

0nd refources of ]^itain copq^ere^ all difficulties, 

and would conqi^er them again, 4f exerted with fpi-? 

rit, prudence, and ^d^lity ;r while we can depend 

upon thefe, we m^y fefely bid defiance to ail our 

enemies. 

, Much had* been |nfifted upon the difuniop pre* 
vailing at home j but was there nQ difunion in the 
Cplonies ? Were they to ^ man upanimpus again|l 

]3ritaip ? 
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Britaia.^ The contrary was welllcnown. With 
cautioufnefs and management, a large proportion 
would remain faithful and a^^ive in our favour t 
aiid it Would be otir own, fault ifimpre did not fide 
with us than with our adyerfarics. The means 
were ftill in our power ;—firmnefe in our meafures; 
and warmth in the caufe of our friends and ad- 
herents. ' ; - ' 
- Th« proferring of ternis to America was vain anrf 
difgraceful. They had repeatedly declared againft 
all others but thofe which they had diftated from 
the commencement of the difpute, and ftill ihfifted 
upon- at^this day. • With a people foobftinate, and 
fo 'tedded to tljieir own ideas, no treaty could be 
had: we mwft either comply with their terms ini» 
plititiy, .er force them to* accept our own. ^ Of the 
two alternatives^ which became it Britain to adopti' 
confifliently with its hbtioUr? But after ^11 the dif- 
cuifioniand inveftigatibns that had perplexed Par- 
liah3eat in the courfe of this- conteft^ was it not 

Slain that America wa5 weary of obedience to Great 
iritain? Was ^'the' ^^^ftion- therefore any other, 
than whether Britain ihall maintain her fovereignty, 
or relinquilh it ? :N6 man, it was- prefumed, would 
fife up in that Houfe,«^nd move for a renunciation; 
on the part of Great Britain, of the dominion over 
America. If therefore it is to be retained, th? 
fooner we convince the Americans of our ability to 
dbity the more fpirit and confiftency will appear in 
OUT councils, and the lefs we ftiall be fufpefted of 
being: defeftive either in means to accompliih fuch 
t, defign, or in fortitude to undertake it. 

The iflue^ of this long debate refembled that of 
the preceding. - It concluded in the entire over- 
throw of the motion made by the Earl of Chat- 
ham : the votes were fixty-one to thirty-two. So 
I4?fai\ite was the^ majority in giving it an entire re- 
. _ O 4 jeftioni 
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jedtion, that it was oot evdi pero^tted to ttsofifitt 

upon the table : ^ fevere mortificatioQ to a niam 
who had made fo fplendid a figure, whofe ^tbUUks 
liad raifed t;he nation to fi^h a pitch <^{ ^jQtndeurg 
and whofe opinion and judgment had once bseen QOfX* 
iidered as the oracle of this country ! 

The determination to pppof<p all $:c»AUiatory 
meafures was equally remarkable in the Houie cf 
Commons. A petition was )pr©fen,ted to it by the 
proprietors of efiates in the Weft Jn^a iA^idSj re^ 
preienting their alarm at theaflbciaticHi off the Anie* 
rican ColopieS;^ and at their int^ded ftoppage of 
^11 trade with the Englifh iflands, . Should thj^ be 
carried into e^ecutionj which it certainly woulds 
if Parliament did not repeal the afts th^y com^ 
plained of, the Situation of tk^ i^nds wojuld be« 
come very calaqiitous, 

' The property of Britain in the W# India iflands 
;|moMnted'to .moife than thirty mill^ions. A fuod lof 
£^veral other niiillign^ w^seimploy)^ in tti^is trfl4e : 
It w^s of the rnoft esitenfive n^tufe j all quanters of 
the gipbe were qoncerne.d in it; tivc returns oeotered 
m Britain;, land were an immel>£e additic® to ks 
ixMnvi&c opulence, The ihi^ppii>g was am o\^^&. of 
ftill greater confider^tioiii by thevaft number of 
jfeajueq which it conft^ntly maintained. 

But jhe Weft Indies, howe-ver wiealthy, did not pro^ 
4uce the ne.ceiTaries of life in fyfficient ^biiuidance for 
tjieir inhabitantsi Large importations we^re conti^ 
nuaiiy wanted, which North America was the oply. 
place to fupply : were they to be cu't off from a 
communication with that continent, they mc^d 
Shortly b^ r^e^uced to the utmoft diflyefs, 

This petition, however, (Jid not alter th? dtfpo- 
iition of thofp who fupported xh^ miniftry. They 
feemed refolved to treat all petitipns as the ^qontri-* 
va»c^ of fe^iqtn, Th^ geoe^ai ideas of thofe wha 
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mpqsrovid of /roercive meafuTes, was that ^bow^Ter 
inponvement, thejr ou^t 4iot to be retarded bf 
inch a cooirderation. Hoftilkies were necefiarily 
attended iwith a vaiiety 9y£ difagreeable <:ircumAaa'> 
CCS ; but thie£c xiughtt neverthedefs to be fubmitted 
to^ fooaer than put :up with- hutaoiliations and 4'hU 
graces ; which, in (the end, oflien <letrimented a na^ 
tkm snore than war itfelf. 

In the mean time, it was become ©eceffary to let 
the nation be £al)yapfirtzed'of t4ie ultimate refolves 
of ipiniAry xefpo^i^ America. This was done in 
the Houie of iCommdms, by a long ^eechf where*^ 
Ifi tiije inrefeoit circumftances -of- affairs in Ame* 
rica wepe detailed with great afOc\lracy. The be-i 
bariiBur of the di^i?ent Colonies wzs pointed 
out, and llh^ ieooduft neceflary 1?o be obferved 
witi esLchp The univerfai fermentafion prevailing 
aiikong xrbem, was allerted to proceed from un- 
urarrantabie ' -arts «ind pia6^iGes to difpofe them 
againft the ruilftvg powers in Britaivi. It wasaiTerted 
too, that notwich^andiHg' all ^beir complaints, th^ 
public charges borne by individuals in America, 
W9ce,on the ftri<^ft computation, not more than 
fone ft) "fifty, when compared with what was paid by 
lividuiii^ in England, ' 

So immei^fe ^ difparity, ten^oved at once all rea- 
ls for ooniplaimng. Nothing but a fettled de- 
terininatioii to quarrel with the parent ftate, poulcf 
Jauiiace the Anjericans to perfift in their difobedi- 
cnce to the lawful injundions laid upoii them, which 
were iieither injudicious nor oppreffive ; but on the 
contrary, framed with all poffible lenity, and CQUiir 
ter-baianccd by advajitages which werp not poffeffed 
ty the inhabitants of Great Snt^in, 

It was therefore a fpirit pf refiftance that anir 
pnated America, and not a difcontent at oppref-' 
fipi^; which it was plain did not exift. Upon tht? 

ground 
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ground the quarrel now itood ; and every? meafbre 
now adopted fkould be founded upon that idea» 
This, in the minifters own words, " was the great 
barrier which difunited bc^h countries ; and on this 
ground alone of refiftance and denial, he WQuld 
raife every argument leading to the inotioift he in- 
tended to majke for an addreis to the King, and foe 
a conference with the Lords, that it might Xac the 
joint addrefs of both Houfes." . ^ 

The meafures now propofed to the Houfe, were 
to fend a greater fpr^e to Atneirica, . and to pafs a 
temporary adl^ fufpfending all the foreign trade of 
the different Colonies, of New England, and partis 
cularly the Newfoundland fiihery, until they con- 
fented to acknwfledgfe, the fupreme authority of the 
Britifh legiflati^re, pay obedience to the- laws ofriiis 
realm, and make a due fubmiflion to the Kinj 
upon doing of which, thefe reflridtiqns Ihould 
taken off, and their real grievances, . upoa risking 
proper application ^ ihould be redreffed. . .« 

The expreffions gf miniftry were very clear and 
explicit upon this' <>^cafion,: New England^ they 
faid, as mofl culpable, was juftly fingled out as an 
object of puniftmienjt.. The other Colonies, as 
lefs faulty, would, it was hopedjj be brought back 
with kfs compuKioOi. But ** the queilion now lay 
within a very narrow compafs : it was fimply, whc^ 
ther we would abandon all clpims on the Colonies,* 
and give up, at once, all the; advantages arifing from 
our fovereignty, and the commerce dependant on 
it ; or whether we fhould refort to th^ meafures in- 
difpenfably neceffary to enfure both y[ . . 

The addrefs voted in confeq'yence of the mimf- 
terial motion, fully coincided with all his views. 
It reprefcnted the Colony of Maffsichufet to be. in 
aftual rebellion, and encouraged .by the other Co* 
Ionics, Jt declared the rcfoKnion of Parliament ta 

maintaia 



' .'I- A T.E WAR* ^19 

ipsmtmn the fuprerne authoijity of the Britiih legil- 
itt'Wrein everypart (^fthe .King^s dommions. It 
befpught hi|n,tp,enfo;:c|e.this autliority^by the power. 
ConftitutioDjiUy, Ipdgpd i^. his hand^ ;. jind affured 
tim of their Goacurrejice, at all haz;ards, to fuppprt 
][iim m the proieputionof.fuch mealur^^^ . 
: Afi addrjefs of; ^h^s ;kind was in eflfedt a declara- 
tion of war agam^j Agierica, It was cpnfidered as 
fuch by theopg9^t4Q^,,andthecbnfequencea which 
it would haive, were ^iated out with the utraoft 
freedomf Some, i^^def d, contended that the ac- 
cufation of rebellion . fb;ed , upon the Province of 
Maflac||iufet, . was f aifc ;: the people there had dpne" 

?o rppre than What th^j conftitution aliOwed ; they 
ad.|reiifted arf)itrary. tneafiires, after. the exam- 
ples that bad fo frequently been fetthem at home. 

But whether they deferved to be ftigmatlzed as 
ret^s or not^ fuch ,ap^ appellation, was dangerous^ 
and ;ni^ht better heipixttd. It .would only fcrvc 
to *ggr4yate, a-ud. rendfer fuch as might think it le- 
ye)led. at them, ,4efperate. an.d to infpire them 
ivith a determinatioa to renfl: the efforts of Britain 
Jto the.Uft 4rpp of their blood, from the apprehen- 
popthat fhe^r properties and lives were become 
jforifeited, ', 

The fingjing puti of Maflachufet as moft deferv- 
>ng of chaftilement, would avail nothing. The 
other Colpnies i;new;thepifelves as deep in the con- 
fpiracy, apd expe<fted, in their .turn, no. bettej: 
treatnnent^ To chaftife one, was to chaftife all. If 
Britain meant to affert her authority with a high 
Jiand, her preparatioiis. muft take in all who were 
concerned againft her ; aijd not injagine that the re* 
duftion of ope Colopy would fijffice. They were* 
^11 fornied into one body ; and to defeat a part, 
wpuld now put the reft more updn their guard. It 
y^^ jd}e to ^W i^t 4ifuoiting thenj ; they knew their 

fituation 
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fituati'on too well to betray each other : it- w^« 
equally nugatory to exprefs more ianger at one thswt 
at another : opprobrious epithets, or iniidiou&blan* 
diflimejits, were loft upon thenv Thekeonduft and 
language were equally open and unequivocal, and 
amounted to a clear determination to remain united 
in defence of their liberties, until fuch ccni^flions 
were made oli our part, as would ftiHy quiet the ap- 
prehenfions they entertained for their fafety, Bri- 
tain, therefore, muft now confider, which of the 
two was the moft advilable, peace or war^ not with 
one, but with all her Colonies. 

It was replied by the mihifterial part}'', thatte-^ 
bcilious deefis conftituted rebeiUon. The condij^ 
of the people in Maffachufet could be viewed iir no 
other fight. They had, by open force, refiftcd the 
execution of the la\ys ; which in England being re- 
puted rebellion, cannot in America be called by 
another name. It was not intended to exercife any 
more fcverity than might be abfolutely requifite. 
Mercy would be ihown, and extended with the ut* 
tnoft liberality to all who fubmitted ; but it was 
nighiy neceffary to make a ftrong difcrimination 
^tween the dduded and the deluders. • pQlic.yand 
juftice demanded th^fe as vidtims for the good t)f 
the community j oh thefc alone the vengeance of 
Brhain would fall. : ,. ^ : 

High ftrefs was Jaid upon the union of the Co*. 
Ipnies ; |>.ut q little time would Ihow ^ith how 
piugh impropriety. When once they beheld th^ 
fpirit of Britain thoroughly roufed, they would fooh 
retreat from the field of s^ftion, and humble them- 
felves befpje her, They were affociated upon pritf- 
ciples thdt would not fuppoxt them : the felf-deiiy- 
'ing regulations upon which , their confederacy was 
founded, were too hoftile to the intereft and feel' 
ings of individualsjj to bind them long together. 
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. Impatknie at fncfe laruiajturil r^fifaiaatS'^ aftd private; 
felnihaefs would breafc;thr(DUgJt tbemr, and ihaw how 
Ikdc dney were acquaiftSed tviishr human nature who 
CDuld ndy upon fo ywafc a f4ruadatiion^ 

But tk«re weare alfei other motiv^S' to view with . 
HBConceaii^ and cvea with contempt thi* parade of 
unioa among' the Colonics* The, natives of Ame- 
rica, it was feid, had mxrhing: of the foldier in 
them; they wereaTcriib to diiicipUne, ai^d inciapabte 
of military fiibordiaaaticMa : they wsete evea of a fear- 
ftd anji fpiritlefe difpofition ;. floathf ul,; uncltfanly, 
and of a. conif itutioQi eafiiy fubd\aed by iiicknfifd^ an^ 
fai%ue« Thefe were not a people to face a>Briti{h 
acnxy* Small would be the forrce neceifary to re- 
duce them; to obedience,, and to; put an end to all 
thieir- pncgeft 9 of independence*. 

After a long and violent altercation, the- qjacf-. 
tlosn was carried iar rfie addrefs) hf a divifion 
of two hundced and. niioety-fix, tor one kundrodr 
and fix; 

But the importance of the fiob^ed: that had been 
debated<.waefuchi, that the minority miade isL motion . 
ihortLp after,, tx> re^commit the: addre&«. It was ar^ 
gued that the confcquences that would probably re»-j 
fult fnsm. the profecution: of the mfiafiiuje^ it rccom- 
raendied:) impelled them to fbiicitr the Houife for a 
re-coniideratibn- of it : theyagpeacediof fiich mag:- 
nitude^ that noi tittse or attenticrai could he: mii> 
employed in. a frelh in veftigatioru 

A vecapiti3|ation followed' of the dangers that 
would ii^evitafcly attend a. war with America. The* 
likelilioiod; of other powers interferlngv and the im.^ . 
menfe riiks we fhould iwcur for the.fakeof anobjeftj 
fui beneath fiich ateriible contentioiu. Should) G{:eai!' 
Bcitainl triumph 6vcr all oppofition, whaJr would 
proYe« her gains ? Novm^ore than whatlhe wai* fuh- 
iihntially poflefled o£ at that very: hour:: the.emo- 

luments 
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luments accruing from the commerce of Amieirrc^ 
But Ihtfuld fortune prove unpropitious, what would 
then be her- fituation ? An amwer to this qucftibn 
could not be made, without conveying a fenfation 
of horror to every man that felt for his country. A 
motion, therefore, to rc'-commit an addrefs of fa 
ferious a tendency,- wherein, perhaps, the very ex- 
iftence of the Britiih empire was involved, ought 
certainly to be received without hefitatioti by every 
man who profeffed impartiality and candour. 

A long debate followed this motion, and was 
fuppor ted throughout with all the abilities and elo- 
quence of the two contending parties. The truth 
was, they both felt the magnitude and importance 
of the queftion before them : fo great a one had 
not been agitated in Parliament during the prefent 
t^entury. 

All that mafs of argumentation was re*produced 
on this occafion, which had compofed the materials 
of the numberlefs debates that had filled both 
Houfes of Parliament during, the laft ten years, and 
had been repeated all over the nation to no othef 
purpofe than to breed ill blood among the difpu** 
tants. ' 

The fum of this famous debate was, that rai- 
niftry contended in the fame manner it had done be- 
fore, for the neceffity of drawing the fword, and 
manfully afferting the rights and the dignities of 
the parent ftate. Lenity was now become a fubjeA 
of derifion in the Colonies ; and was imputed to 
imbecility and fears. The Americans, through Ibng- 
forbeafance, were become incorrigible by any other 
than harlh means. They thought themfelves .in a 
condition to aboliih the fovereignty of Britain in 
America, and were now refolved lo do it. It wa* 
incumbent on every native of Britain, in fuch H 
cafe, to Hand forth, and to viadicate the imerjsfti 

•iand 
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and glory of his country : it wasthe duty of Pariia- 
ment and miniftry to ftimmon every particle of Ipi- 
rit that was left in the nation, to a conteft wherein 
all that was dear to them, as individuals as^^ell a» 
a people, was fo deeply involved^ 
! The Americans had forgotten the haad thar had' 
planted and reared them : they were become un- 
mindful of that protedion and thofe bbunties they: 
were perpetually receiving from the gcnerofity of 
Britain* It behoved us, if we valued our own cha- 
mdtcr, fo make them fenfible that we were ftill the 
great and potent people they acknowledged us, 
^hile we were feowering favours upon them. It 
was to thefe favours they owed the grandeur and 
opulence at which they were now arrived. We had 
but lately faved them from conqueft and flavery ; 
and they now repaid us with an accufation of ty- 
rannny : this was ingratitude in the extreme, as 
our requifitions from them were fmall, even in the 
* avowal of their warmeft friends, and their power to' 
grant them no lefs undeniable ; but their inclina- 
tions werp to deny every requeft we fliould make. 

To temporize in the midft of fo much provoca- 
tion, would be to encourage further infults and 
outrages. ' Britain had nothing elfe, indeed, to ex- 
ped, until Ihe had put an efFedlual flop to the 
power of committing them. The whole conduct 
of the Americans breathed hatred and defiance. The 
Congrefs, with an appearance of moderation, was 
taking every poffible meafure to deftroy the autho- 
rity of Britain throughout the Colonies, and to de- 
volve it upon themfeves. All the afts and proceed-, 
tngs of that Affembly amply jufkified fuch an affer- 
tion : they tended uniformly to inflame the people 
^ainft Great Britain, by reprefenting all her mea- 
furps as framed with an intent to introduce a def* 
potic government into the Colonies. 

V As 
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Ai 16 the fu^eftions of danger frbm fdttigtt^ 
powers, tkey from whom k was hinted this dangei^ 
would chiefly arife^ liad colonies to manage as v^ell 
as Great Britain. It was hardly to be apprehendedf 
that they would be guilty* of fo much impciicy as 
to encourage rebellions in other colonies^ which 
might, on the firfl occaficfti^ become precedents; 
for imitatioh in their own* 

A proper reihforcement in Amcricsl would en** 
courage thofe to declare thentfelves^ who, from the 
uncertainty of our meafures, though they remained 
ftill our fecret friends> dared not ftep forth and. 
avow, their fentiriients : thefe, if d^Uiy fiipported^ 
would prove no inconfidcrable number ; and^ added' 
to the forces tha4: would* be ftationed among thenl^ 
would counterbalance the power c^ the m^con*^ 
tents. 

In anlwer to thefe aiTertions* it wa» argued- by the 
bppdfition, that the addrefs was in' itfelf si meafurd 
ixeplete with barbarity, no Icfs than with impru- 
dence : it tended to put arms into the hands of 
every man throughout the continent who fufpeded* 
the defigns of the Britiih adminiftration, and to 
cxpofe to III ufage and ruin, every perfon who was^ 
known or imagined to be a friend to Britain. ' 

The rigour of the law Ihould never be cdi^rie($ 
into politics* Were the Americans ever fo culpa- 
ble,, miniflry ought not to have perceived theif 
Ruilt, unlefs it had, at tht fame time, difcovered t 
lure and ready method of bringing them to pu- 
i^ifliment without endangering the fafety o^ the 
ftate* 

The idea of becoming independent Was imptit-^ 
cd to the Americans* ; but what were the proofs of 
this imputation ? They repeatedly denied it in» 
words ; and their adrions, until the prefent unfor- 
tunate difference, had always been full of loyalty 
and attachment. 

If 
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1( any thing could bring about indepenclency, tt 
would be the condudt of miniftry, who, by driv- 
ing them to dcfpondency^ would compel them to 
adopt meafures, to which they were not other- 
wife inclined. The moft loyal and obedient fub- 
jedts will not have patience for ever, in cafes of ty- 
rannical treatment. They will rife at lall, and af* 
fert their rights ; and they who ftile them rebels on 
that account, Ihould remember that oppreffion not 
only generates, but juftifies refiftance. 

There were in all nations opinions generally re-» 
ceived, which good policy would refpeit, while 
they produced no bad confequences. The perfua- 
fion prevailing in America, that internal taxation be* 
longed to theip own Affemblies exclufively, had al* 
ways been eftablilhed among them without contra- 
diftion from this fide of the water* It ought not 
to have been attacked at fo improper a feafon as 
the prefent, after having been virtually recognized 
by the repeal of feveral afts made in contradiftion 
of it, and after it had been explicitly approved by 
fome of the moft learned and intelligent men in this 
kingdom. 

The opinions of which the Americans are fo te-» 
nacious, ought therefore to be treated with the lefs 
difrefpeft, as they are not only their own, but thofe 
of numbers of people in this country, Autho-* 
rized and countenanced in this manner, was it fur- 
prifing they Ihould continue inflexible in their refo* 
lutions to adhere to them ? efpecially as they were 
founded upon a prefcription that had lafted from their 
firft fettlement in that part of the world, a fpace of 
time confiding now of more than one hundred 
and fifty- years, during which they had remained in 
the uninterrupted pofleffirm- of the priv-iledges of 
which we now fought to deprive them. 

It was the greateft of misfortunes to a ftate, when 
thofe who ruled it, endeavoured, without appa- 

VoL- L No. 4. P rent 



'Z26 atl STORY OF THE 

rent neceffity, to alter the fyftem and maxims of 
governing long adopted, and the utility of which 
had been confirmed by experience. Such was, 
however, the cafe of Britain : that mildnefs and 
benignity which was wont to diredt the meafures 
of former minifters, was now laid afide asobfoletc : 
feverity and imperioufnefs had taken their place : 
implicit obedience was now impofed upon the Co- 
lonies, as the only condition upon which Great 
Britain would relax of her difpleafure, and fufpend 
the hoitile operations defigned againfl them. 

But was war and conqueft the medium of render- 
ing their ppfleffion ufeful to this country ? Would 
the conflift prove of no duriation ? Were the fcan- 
dalous fallhobds of cowardice and imbecility, fo 
wantonly charged upon the Americans, to be ever 
fo well grounded, ftill the very nature of their 
country would fight for them : that alone would 
impede, confiderably, our military enterprizes, and 
greatly retard the fubjugation of fo immenfe a con- 
tinent ; mean while the finews of war wouldquickly 
be relaxed. The fufpenfion of fo confiderable a 
commerce as that of our Colonies, would caft a 
damp on all our opefrationsL 

Allowing, however, that Britifli valour would 
triumph as heretofore in the plains of America, what 
muft inevitably be the confequences of fuch a con- 
queft ? The Colonies, inftead of peaceable and af- 
fedlionate fellow fubjefts-, defcended from common 
parents, and united by every endearing tie to the 
people of Great Britain, would henceforward con- 
iider themfelves as a conquered nation, bound to 
us by no other motives than thofe of fear. Such a 
fituation would neceffarily call for armies to enforce 
fubjeftion : the fums \s!anted to maintain them, 
would exhauft the profits derived from the coun- 
try they overawed, and render it hardly worth the 
keeping* 

Were 
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Were thefe the ends for which Great Britain was 
fb eagerly to contend ? Did minifters imagine the 
inhabitants of this country would paffively confent 
to fee their purfes drained, and their ftrength wafted 
in purfuit of fchemes fo evidently mairked with in- 
fatuation, and which^ at beft, would only leave us 
where they found us ? What more would they pro- 
duce than the retention of America ? But was not 
that our own already, without putting it to ftake 
by a war of which the iflue was fo precarious ? 

The principles that actuated minifters were to- 
tally repugnant to the fpirit of the conftitution* 
There was a time when loftinefs and pride were 
only thought proper to be aflumed with the avowed 
enemies of this nation ; and when condefeniion and 
lenity were viewed as the duty of minifters towards 
the fubjeft ; but an odious change had happened : 
fubmilEon and deference was Ihown to foreigners, 
while our own people were treated with haughti- 
nefs. This was reverfing the long eftablilhed rule 
of Engliih politics. But let not thofe who had in- 
troduced this- infulting innovation, promife them- 
felvei impunity : arbitrary coridudl was fo intoler* 
able to the people of this land, that they would not 
fuffer it either when levelled at themfelves, or at 
their fellow fubje(fts in any other part of the Britilh 
dominions* 

Minifters might, fox a while, carry on their mea» 
fures elatedly, and look upon oppofition with con* 
tempt ; but a day would come, when the good fenfc 
of the nation \\'ould deprive them of thofe majori- 
ties of which they now made fuch a boaft* When 
the iniquity and folly of their meafures. had been 
fully proved by events, then the public would rife 
upon them as one man, and call them to account for 
the mifchief they had brought upon it* 

This, they might depend, would be their fate. 
The only chance they had to efcape from the juftice 

? z of 
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of their country, was the progrefs of that corrup- 
tion and venality through which they were now ena- 
bled to contrive its ruin ; but even that would have 
its bounds : public calamities, when rifen to their 
higheft pitch, demanded for vidtims thofe who had 
Caufed them ; and fuperceded all other feelings but 
thofe of indignation and tevenge : the annals oF 
all nations were confirmations of this truth. 

In order to obviate thefe calamities, ind to do 
juftice to themfelves as well as to the Americans*, 
the pedple of England ought feriouily to ponder, 
whether they had a right to pafs condemnation over 
a numerous divifion of Britilh fubjedls, who not 
only claimed, but were uti^ueftionably entitled to 
tvery right enjoyed by Engliihmen. in this cafe, 
the firft pofition they Ihould lay dowh, was, that 
ianceftry and locality gave no right of dominion to 
one nation over another : were fuch a m'axim once 
to be admitted, the world would be thrown into 
endlefs confufion, and no prince or ftate would be 
fafe from foreign pretenfions. 

The only juft and righteous principle on which 
to conduft fo important an examination, was to coh- 
fider the refpeftive powers and faculties of each 
party, and how far they were obliged to contribute 
to the common exigencies of the empire. If, upon 
a due eftimation of thefe, it appeared that a reafon- 
able proportion ^of fupplies "was denied, the party 
that was aggrieved by this denial, would cl^arlybe 
intitled to tax the other with injuftice, and to com- 
pel him to an equitable reparation. 

But was this the principle that guided admini- 
flration ? Did they not, on the contrary, revive by 
their conduct the long-e^^ploded doftrihe of here- 
ditary right ? Which, though juft aifd neceffary 
when applied to property, was not admiffible in 
England in matters of government j and was not, 

therefore^ 
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therefore, applicable to the queftioja depending be- 
tween Great Britain and America. 

In contradiftion to this fundamental principle of 
the Britiih conftitution, miniftry infifted upon ^ 
paffive obedience in the Colonies : they'were re- 
quired to fubmit tQ the difta.tes of Great Britain, 
for no other reafon than that flie was the parent 
ilate. Was there no better motive to influence 
their obedience^^ no body could blame them for re- 
f uiing it. But the ties between Britain and her Co- 
lonies are of a far nobler, as well as much more 
binding nature : origin and confanguinity, though 
highly to be prized, were not the moft valuable i 
it was the conftitiition tr^nfmitted to them from 
Britain, and the brotherly affiftance they had hi- 
therto experienced from Engliflimep, that ought 
to render the name facred to theip. While thofe 
ties remained unviolated, we had no room to com- 
plain of their behaviour ; but abfolute lords and 
maflers were titles they would not recogni^ze in Eng- 
liihmen, any more than tbefe would recognize them 
in any others. 

When minifters afted pn fuch unwarrantable 
grounds, the queftion was no longer, whether the 
nieafures they propofed Ihould be taken into confide- 
Tation, but whether they themfelves ought not in- 
ftt^ntly to be deprived of the power which they ufed 
fo unconftitutionally. The difpute, therefore, was 
BOW, not between Great Britain and America, but 
betweep the piiniftry and the conftitution ; and the 
queftion was, " Whether we Ihould lofe our Co- 
*^ lonies,' or give up our minifters. 

Charges of fo heavy a nature were of courfe re- 
torted by the minifljerial party, with equal afperity. 
AH the refiftance and difturbances in America, were 
imputed to the oppofition in plainer and more ex- 
plicit terms than ever. A fadtious Republican fpirit 
was gonefojrtb, that aftuated every writerand fpeaker 

P 3 : in 
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in the American caufe : it filled the nation with diC* 
loyalty, and the Houfe with incendiaries . America, it 
was faid, would never have hoifted the ftandard of 
rebellion, if the trumpet of fedition had not been 
heard in Britain; 

This violent debate lafted till three o'clock in 
the morning, when the motion for re-committing the 
addrefs, was rejected by two hundred and eighty- 
eight, againft one hundred and five. 

In this manner was terminated the moft impor-^ 
tant bufinefs that had, in the memory of man, en- 
gaged the attention of the Britifii Parliament. Not 
only the natives of this country, tut all Europe was 
impatient to learn the decifion of this great quef-, 
tion. While it was impending, the foreign minif- 
ters in London were continually employed in watch-^ 
ing the motions of adminiftration, and the debates 
of Parliament : they juftly confidered it as preg- 
nant with confequences that might eventually give 
a new turn to the face of all Europe, 

On the very next day a conference was held be- 

Feb. 7th, tween the two Iloufes, wherein they 
1775^ ^0^1^ agreed to unite in the addrefs. 

In the niean time petitions had been preparing 
by the London merchants trading to America, and 
from thpfe (concerned in the Weft India trade, to be 
laid before tjie Hfufe pf Lords. The Marquis of 
Rockingham, as the principal Peer in the oppofi- 
tion, wras applied to op this occafion to prefent 
them, but he was prevented by a previous motioa 
in favour of the addrefs, 

This however did not hinder a long debate con* 
cerning the propriety andneceffity pf receiving them, 
It was carried on with no lefs heat and animofity of 
pxpreffipn than that which had taken pla^e the day 
t)efpre in the Houfe pf Commons, 

The papers, on the veracity of which the addreft 
^^4 I^S?Q framed^ .\srerc reprefepted by the oppofin 
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tten as partial and mutilated^ and utifit fo,r proper 
documents info weighty a matter. It was for this 
reafon the duty of the Hpufe to attend with the more 
readinefs to the reprefentation of the merchants; 
whofe teflimony, as perfons deeply and effentially 
interefted in bringing truth to light ii) this impor- 
tant juncture, might be depended on with much 
greater fafety. 

It was their particular defire to be heard, before 
the Houfe took any determi;iation relating to Ame-. 
xica. To refufe this, it was urged, would be to 
tell the world, that right or wrong, its determi- 
nation would be againft the fenfe ot their petition. 
Was this a warrantable treatment of refpeftable and 
loyal fubjefts, who were endeavouring to ferve the 
ftate,^ by ^ffocding to. government all the informa- 
tion :they were matters of. Good policy required 
the Houfe to hearken to them, as well as equity 
and good miners. , , 

It was anfwered by the minifterial party, that no 
difrefpeA was intended to perfons of fo much confe- 
q^uen^e in this commercial nation, as the merchants 
whofe petition was (low in the Houfe : that it was 
with great grief adminijSxation was obliged to declare, 
it CQuld not be received oonfiftently with the gene- 
ral interefts of th^ kingdom, They were defired fe- 
rioufly to confider, how neceffaf y it was become to 
prevent thp evils threatened to this country by the 
proceodii^gs in America; that were they permitted 
to continue, the commercial grandeur of this nation 
would fuffer a fatal dimunition, if not a total over- 
throw^ in which no individuals would be greater 
fufFererst than themfelves. It became them, from 
fo juft a motive, to confide in the wifdom of Par- 
liament, a^ it was hot doubted that events would 
hereafter qon\dnce them, that by afferting the fu- 
premacy of the Britilh legiflature, in the. manner 

I* 4 pro- 
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propofed, all thofe advantages would be fccnredy 
about which they were fo juftly felicitous. They 
were exhorted to fubniit to the temporary inconve-* 
riiencies which might refult from the refolutidns 
tliaf muft be adoptied in the prefent circumftances <rf 
public affairs. They would not probably be of 
Ibng duration, and would be^ followed by a ftate of 
prolperity, which would be the more permanent, 
from the removal of the obftacles which they were 
now about to encounter. 

The debate telatihg to the addrefs, eatried the 
fpeakers on both fides into a wide field ofdifcmffion. 
The two greateft Law Lords in the (kingdom, en- 
tered into a conteft, wherein their learning and elo- 
quence was reciprocally difplayed with the greateft 
confpicuity. The point in contention was to af- 
certain whether the Americans wer6 ila aftual re- 
bellion. The different opinions they held on this 
weighty fbbjeft, and the variety of arguments with 
which they cbmbated each'other, afforded a melan- 
choly proof of the uncertainty of the law, in % cafe 
where it oUght particularly to be perfpicuous, and 
void of all nianner of intricacy., 

A repetition took place, on this occafibn, qf all 
thofe arguments againft the Americans that have 
already been mentionedrf It was reprefented, that 
upon emergencies of this nature, a ftate that i^bent- 
upon afferting its authority or its dignity, imtfft not 
expedt to go through fuch an arduous uiidebidking 
without many difficulties. All orders and 'ddnotai- 
nations would feverally be aggrieved by the hard- 
fliips concomitant on hoftilities. But they -were no 
more than what befel the community at large in 
every nation that waged war. The fituation of 
Britain would not be worfe than that of her enemies. 
But whatever deftiny might await us, whether vic^ 
Cory or defeat, whether we feould preferve or lofe 

America, 
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America, flfill the trial mud be , made. It would 
be pufiUanimity to give it up without difputing its 
pofleffion to the utmoft of our power : Englilhmen 
wer^ not wont tamel y to relinquilh advantages ;— ^ 
wherever the ftandard of Britain is planted, it ought 
to be vigoroufly defended, and every lofs patiently 
bornC) except that of national honour. 

The arguments ufed in the reply made to this 
teafoning bj^the minority^ were much the fame as 
had been employed in the Houfe of Commons 
againft the addrefs. Their general intent was to 
prove theimprudencc qf precipitating the kingdom 
into a war, which if unfuccefsful, would reduce it 
to the brink of ruin, and to which there appeared 
no fuffici^it reafon t© hope for fuccefs, when wc 
took iiito confideration the probability of that uni- 
verfal confederacy which would be formed againft 
Britain by her numerous enemies on the European, 
as well as on the American continent. 

It was jpitrticularly noticed, that a fubjeft in- 
v<^ving fo many confequences of the laft impor- 
tance, had been driven, as it were, through both 
Houfes with a hurry equally unworthy of its mag- 
nitude and their own dignity. So much haftewas, 
according to the proverb, never attended with good 
fpeed. 'It-evinced> the apprehenfions of miniftry, 
that were due time given thoroughly to inveiiigate 
their meafurcs, their injudicioufnefs would not fail 
to be difcovered. Why Ihould they othcrwife be 
fo eager to bring them to a conclufion ? A length 
of time would elapfe before it would be poffible to 
commence their execution ; had that interval been 
dedicated to a mature difcuffion of the various mat- 
ter defervlng Parliamentary notice, elucidations 
would hav« followed, which might have thrown 
new light upon objefts, which could not be too 
tborpyghly attended to, 

Th& 
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. The whole night was confumcd in this debate i 
it concluded with the total defeat of the Marquis of 
Rockingham*^ motion : the numbers for him were ' 
only twenty-nine, thofe againft him one hundred 
and four* 

This defeat produced a remarkable protell,. 
drawn up with uncommon energy, and which 
ftrongly charadterized the temper of the oppofition 
at that period* It concluded in the following 
words, which may be confidered as a fummary of 
the fentiments entertained by the opponents to mi-, 
jiiftry, both in Parliament, apd throughout the 
nation. . . 

" The. means of enforcing the authority of the 
Britifli legiflature is confided to perfons who have 
hitherto ufed no effediual means of conciliating, 
or of reducing thofe who oppofe that authority: 
This appears in the conftant failure of all their, 
projects, the infufficiency of all their informa-; 
tion, and the difappointment of all the hopes 
which tbey have for feveral years held oyt to the 
public. Parliament has never refufed any of, 
their, propofals, and yet our affairs have pro*. 
ceeded from bad to worfe, until we have been, 
brought ftep by flep, jto that ftate of confufion 
and violence, which was the natural refult of 
deiperate meafurest 

■^ We therefore proteft againft an. addrefs found- 
ed qn no proper Parliamentary inforniation, 
which was introduced by refufing to fuffer the 
prefentation of petitions againft it, (although it 
be the undoubted right of the fubjeft to prefent 
the fame) which followed the rejection of e.veryi 
mode of conciliation; which holds out no fub- 
ftantial offer Qf redr^fs of . grievances, and 
which, prgqiifes fuppprt to thofe minifters. wKq 
have inflamed America, ^pd groXsly mifco^duft? 
^ gd the affairs of Great Britain,*' 

The 
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The addrefs thus jointly voted by both Houfes, 
was carried to the throne, and anfwered with an af» 
furance of taking due meafures to enforce its con- 
tents, and a meflage exhorting Parliament to make 
fpeedy provifion for the effedtually carrying into 
CiXecution the meafures they recommended* 



chap; 
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CHAP. IX. 

TranfaSiiotts in Great Britain relating to Jmerica. 

1775- 

AFTER providing a military force tobefta- 
tioned at Bofton, it was perceived that far- 
ther meafures would be neceffary to execute the 
plan propofed. Soldiers might quell infurreftions 
and infults, but could not enforce the obfervancc 
of laws and regulations, without the intervention 
of the magiftracy ; and it was evident that no affift- 
ance of this kind was to be expefted from the peo- 
ple of Maffachufet. 

They beheld with filent abhorrence the coercive 
fcheme that had been formed to compel their obe- 
dience to the injunftions of the Britifti legillature. 
Though they abftained from adfcive refiftance, they 
were determined to throw every impediment in the 
way of compulfion, and if they could not face it 
openly, to fatigue it by indirect and fecret oppo- 
fition. 

The difficulty lay in procuring affiftance from 
the inferior body of magiftrates; as few of them 
were well-wifliers to the meafures in agitation, it 
was found imprafticable to employ them in their 
execution ; yet it was only through fuch means the 
commonalty was to be brought to a ftate of regular 
and peaceable obedience* 

As the indiffoluble adherence to each other among 
all orders and clafles in Maffachufet, rendered it 
impoffible to feek for co-operators among them, 
and as the miniftry was fully determined to proceed 
on the plan of coercion, the only method remain- 
^g to. make it effectual, was to extend it in fuch a 

manner. 
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inanner, as to afFeft mdifcriminateiy all the "iftha- 
bitants of the Province without exception. ^ By in* 
tluding them in one general punifliment, it would 
become the intereft o? all to conform unanimouflj- 
to the laws enafted for them, in order the more 
fpeedily to procure its removal. 

To this intent a bill was brought into Parliament, 
the purport of which was, to reftrain the commerce 
of the four Proviftces of New England to Great 
Britain, Ireland, atid the Ehglifli iilands in the 
Weft Indies, and to prohibit them from carrying 
on the fifliery at Newfbundland. 

The reafons allfedged in fupport of this propofal 
were, that as the Colonies had entered into agree- 
ments not to trade with Britain, we were entitled to 
prevent them from trading with any other country* 
Their charter reftrifted them to the adl of naviga- 
tion ; the relaxations from it were favours, to which 
by their difobedience they had no further pretence. 
The Newfoundland fiflieries were the ancient pro- 
perty of Great Britain, and difpofable therefore at 
her will and difcretion : it was no more than juft to 
deprive rebels of the ufe of them. 

Though the other Provinces of New England 
did not feem direftly concerned in the rebellion, yet 
f he Britiih government was fo little refpefted there, 
that they deferved little more indulgence than that 
6f Maflachufet. In New Hampfhire, the populace 
had feized upon a powder magazine, in one of the 
King's forts ; and from the neighbourhood of that 
Province, and the temper of its inhabitants, the 
adt would be eluded, unlefs they were included 
in it« 

Connedlicut manifeftedthe fame difpofitibn.-r- 
Upon the report of a fray between the foldiery 
and the people of Bofton, that Province rofe in 
great numbers, and marched dircftly to their affift- 

ancc. 
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Bncc. This fliowed at once what we had to exped 
from that quarter. 

As an alleviation to the feverity of this adt, it was 
propofed, that all perfons lliould be excepted from 
it whofe good bchaviouivthe Governor of the Pro-* 
vince would certificate, or who Ihould fubfcribe a 
tcft acknowledging the rights of Parliament. 

This bill was received by the oppofitlofl with every 
cxpreflion of difapprobation. It was particularly 
reprobated for involving fuch a multitude of inno-* 
cent people in its operation. .Half a million of 
people were condemned to famine for the delin- 
quency of a few, on a fuppofition they were guilty. 
This was. a precedent unknown ia countries go- 
verned by juft and equitable laws, and could only 
be found in the tranfadtions of tyrants. 

But were Maffachufet guilty, why muft the in* 
flidlion of fo fevere a chaftifement extend to it$ 
neigbours ? This was an excefs of refentment which' 
nothing could jiiftify : it belied the mildnefs of 
character which had hitherto done fo much honour 
to the Britilh legiflature ; and was befide an ad: of 
impolicy that would raife up foes to Britain where 
it Jiad none before. When people found that wc 
made no difcrimination between our friends and ene- 
mies, they would join with the latter to refcue them- 
fclves from univerfal oppreflion. 

Britain, in the prefent inftance, treated her o^^ti 
fubjefts much worfe than Ihe had ever done her 
avowed and mod inveterate enemies. During the 
many wars between England and France, hoflilitiea 
had been reflrained to the nation, and never exer- 
cifed upon individuals. Our fleets and armed vef- 
fels had always fpared the fifhing craft of the ene- 
my : this was a rule froni which they never devi^ 
ated, even in the moft bloody contentions. It was 
beneath the character of a civilized and generous 

people 
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people to mbleft poor fifhermen, and to deprive the 
wretched inhabitants of a fea-coaft of their food. 

New England, they all knew, fubfifted upon it« 
filheries; the produce of thefe were bartered for 
abfolute neceffaries. It was alfo thp medium that 
enabled them to fettle accounts with Britain, for the 
prodigious dettiands they were perpetually making 
upon her merchants. Thus to- cut them off from 
that refource, would be to flop their payments to 
Britain : this, in fadl, would be throwing upon 
ourfelves the punifliment intended for them. 

Should this bill operate to the extent propofed, 
the effedls produced by it would reach . far^ 
ther than it was ever defigned. In cafe of 
a future reconciliation with the Colonies, the 
laborious and indigent claffes employed in the. 
fiihery, would by that time neceffarily have be- 
taken themfdves to other occupations for their 
fubfiftence, and it would be a difficult matter to re- 
cal them to their former bufinefs. In the interval, 
this profitable trade might fall into the hands of 
other nations, who would, of courfe,. ufe all their 
endeavours to retain it. Britain was too far.diftant 
to engrofs it wholly to herfelf, and would have too 
many objefts to diftraife h^r attention in confequence^ 
of this quarrel, to take any more than ordinary care 
of this branch of her trade. ' 

Another evil would arife from this bill, which 
miniftry did not appear to forefee. By declaring 
war again the Colonies, and depriving them of 
their fifheries, the filhermen were driven into the 
immediate fervice of rebellion ; they wovild man 
privateers, and accelerate the levies of troops they 
were making ; and being yobuft and hardy men, 
would prove the beft recruits that could be^ found. 
Thus it was clear that this bill, in whatever light 
it was viewed, was highly difrep.utable and per- 
nicious. 

Tl^c 
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. The further allegatiofts, on the other h«i(i. In 
favour of the bill were, that Britain herein a^ed 
^tlly by way of retaliation arid felf-defence againft 
the Colonies* The precedent was their own ; they 
liad combined, as far as in them lay, to deftroy our 
tofnmerce and manufaftures, and to reduce otir 
Sflands to the utmoft diftrefs. Had any European 
power afted in the manner they did, we fliould have 
done the fame, and probably more* 

The dccufation of barbarity was equally ground* 
lefs. No more was evidently meant than to com* 
pel the Colonies to pay juft obedience to the parent 
ftatc. The inconveniencies refulting from this bill 
they had brought upon themfelves* and might put 
6n end to whienever they pleafed* The meafurc 
Was vigorous, but riot precipitate : it left them lei- 
fure to refledt on their fituation, and to regain the 
good- will Qf Great Britain, by embracing the prof- 
lered riieariS' of reconciliation, which were a peace- 
able fubmifEon to the laws it had enadied. 
^ In other countries a revolt met with afar heavier 
thaftifement : forfeitures, cotporal punilhments, 
and death, were the ufual methods employed upon 
fuch occafions, to bring rebellious fiibjefts to re*a-» 
fon. 

It was with the fincerefl: grief that the friends of 
Britain were made partakers of the inconveniencies 
iriiing from this bill; but this was an inevitable 
conf<;quence of thefe unhappy feuds* They would, 
from this Confideration, be the firft to excufe us : 

they knew that in war, friends and foes were often 

* 

intermixed, and liable to fuffer the fame calamities. 
Britain had long waited before Ihe adopted this 
meafiire. It was now ten years fince America not 
only threatened', but aftually put it in execution. 
Thrice had the Colonies thrown our merchants and 
manufadurcrs into the utmoft confternation : — It 

was 
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\fras nbw our turn to try whether w^ could nbt in- 
timidate them by the fame means. 

It behoved the people of Britain, it they had any 
fpirit left, to crufli at once this infulting difpofi- 
tion, which kept them in Continual alarms, and 
rendered the poffefEon of America a matter of more 
anxiety than advantage. It were even better to part 
with it at once, than to live in fuch a ftate of un* . 
certainty and apprehenfion on. its account* 

The period was now arrived long wilhed for by 
America : — ^She now thought herfelf in a capacity 
to throw off all dependence upon Great Britain, and 
was determined to riik the attempt. It became 
Great Britain not to flirink from the conteft : if flie 
was not able to face the Americans, Ihe was not wor* 
thy of ruling them. 

The .conneftion between Great Britain and her 
Colonies, were matters to remain on the prefent 
footing, was no longer definable: they acknow- 
ledged fubjeftion, and yet would pay ho obedience^ 
Now was the time to afcertain it for a perpetuity * — * 
If we were to remain matters of them, we fliould 
then know what fettlement to make ; and if we 
were to lofe them, we fliould even, in that cafe, rid 
ourfelves of infinite perplexity. 

It Wias replied by the minority, thit the fpirit fo 
repeatedly required by the miniftry, however laudaf 
ble in refpeft to foreign nations, could only be prp- 
duftive of evil in domeftic contefts* Thofe who 
adted in differenced of this kind with iticift le- 
nity and forbearance, were poffeffed of the fpirit 
moft to be defired on fuch ocCafions* That heat 
and impetuofity of conduft were the bane of all pro- 
ctedings at- hortie, was a truth acknowledged by- 
all men i and it was upon this folid and uriqueilion- 
able principle the miniftry would be condemned by 
the xinbiaflied and impartial world* 

Yqu 1% No. 4« Q^ E^P** 
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^ Experieace militated invincibly ajgainft the ml- . 
tiiGiry, What 'were the effedls produced by the 
fpirit that dilated the laft ^(fts agafnft MjiiTacbulet ? 
Had they humbled that Colony ? Kfad they terri- 
fied the Amte.ricans ? tjad they not, oh thp contrary, 
fpirited up the whole American continent to ^ri open 
and confirmed refift^ince ? Why fliould other efFefts 
be expedled from the further exettions of fi^ch a 
fpirit ? 

The iflue of this debate \fas, t|iat the bill wa9 
carried for miniilry, by two hui>dyedl and fixty-one 
totes, againft eighty-fire. 

A petition'againfl: it was^howcyer, prefented by the 
London'iftercKants concerned in the Art^erican trade : 
It was principally founded on the danger that would 
accrtre to the fifberies of Great Britain froni fuch a 
prohibition* > 

Frdni the evidence which was brought in fup* 
port of trhi^ petition^ it appeared that the Anjerlcan 
lilheries were in fo fiourilhing a condition ten years 
before the prefent period, that the four provinces 
of New Efiigland employed in that branch of trade 
alone, near forty-fix thoufand tons of fliippinrg, and 
fix thoufand feamen ; that the produce ot their fiffi- 
eries ifi the foreign markets, amounteiin the year 
one thoufarid feven hundred and fixty-four, to 
upwards of three hundred aiwi twenty thoufand 
pound^b 

Since that time, the filherief^ together with their 
profits, had greatly increafed* What rendered them 
particularly valuable, was, that all the materiafe 
ufed in them, (the fait for curing the filh, and the 
timber for bviilding the veffek excepted) were 
purchafed in Britain ; and that the n?et proceeds of 
the trade were all remitted hither* 

It a(lfo appeared, that rt would not be prafticable 
to transfer thefe filherles to Halifax or Quebec, 
were ever fuch affiftance or eneouragcment given to^ 
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rithcf of tirefc phces* They had neither vciTeis nor 
^i^Jhe to man them^. aad would nevtr be able tck 
parocuije fuppKes of f^amcft from New England : 
luch was the averfion the government of thofe two. 
fettlements' was held ia by thenatiYes of that Pro* 
vincae* 

A etrctamdanee came ovit a£ the fahie time^ ite th6 
cojariie pf thia evidence,, that was ftrongly mftfted? 
on as a juft motive to i?ecall this bilK The commer'^^ 
ciai coiiccrn&of the city* of London, only^ were fo 
great and extenfive in New England, that this lat*» 
ter flood indebted: to h near a million fterlingi 

This was urged as a powerful argument againfi 
on aft whiqh would totally deprive the Britifh mer-* 
chants of all hopes of being paid fo confiderable a) 
fum ; as it could only arife out of the balance pro- 
duced by the gains upon the filheries* 

It was Ihown at the fame time, that the efFecfts ot. 
this bill would be felt with great feVerity by fome 
beople, who were entirely innocent of the chargesi 
laid to the generality of the Americans : thefe were> 
the inhabitants of the ifland of Nantucket, lying 
off the Goaft of New England. This barren fpot^ 
about fifteen miles long, and three broad, contained 
about fix thoufand fouls, almoft all Quakers : its 
produfts could tK>t maintain twenty families } but 
the induftry cf the inhabitants was fuch, that they 
kept one hundred and thirty Vcflels donftarttly em- 
ployed in the whale fifhery, which they carried on 
in the North Seas, on the coafts of Africa and Bra- 
zil, and even fo far as the Falkland iflands, and the 
fouthera extremities of the Magellanic ftiorcsi 

Were it only from the applaufe and encourage- 
mettt^due to fo much induftry and refolution, fo re- 
markable a people ought to have been exempted 
from the general calamity f and it behoved the ge- 
4xerofity of thye Britilh nation, to compaffionate ther 
.paft of this handful of brave and laborious men * 

, Q^a This 
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This particular cafe was, indeed, fo remarkable 
and ftriking, that a motion was accordingly made 
on the fide of adminiftration, to procure them jufk 
and proper relief. 

But in order, at the fame time, to counteraft the 
general intent of the petition againft the bill,\a fc-' 
cond petition was prefented by the merchants and 
principal inhabitants of the town of Poole, in di- 
redt oppofition to that from London. 

It reprefented that the reftriftions intended by 
the bill againft the New England filliery, would not 
prove any ways detrimental to the trade of England, 
which was fully able, with proper exertions, to fup- 
ply the demands of foreign markets. The produce 
of this filhery already exceeded half a million, the 
whole of which centered in Britain ; whereas much 
of the profits of the fiflieries carried on by the Co- 
lonies, remained abroad. 

What materially rendered the Britilh Newfound- 
land fifliery more beneficial to this country than that 
of New England, was that it bred a great number 
of hardy feamen, peculiarly fit for the fervice of 
the navy } whereas the New England feamen are, 
by adt of Parliament, exempted from being' prefTed^ 

It appeared in the examination of thofe witneffes 
who fupported this petition, that the fifhery from 
Britain to Newfoundland, employed about .four 
hundred Ihips, amounting to three hundred and- 
fixty thoufand tons, and two thoufand Ihallops of 
twenty thoufand, navigated by twenty thoufand 
feamen. Six hundred thoufand quintals of filh 
were taken every feafon ; the returns of which were : 
annually worth, on a moderate ^computation, five 
hundred thoufand pounds. 

But this reprefentation did not prevent oppofi- 
tion from reprobating the bill, as tending, like the' 
other ad^s lately paflTed, to exafperate the Colonics 
to a degree that would preclude all ideas of recon- 
ciliation. 
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cHiatioti. They would now look on Parliament as 
an avowed and declared enemy, taken up only with 
the fearch of means to diftrefs them. 

- The miniftry was accufed of a&ing not only with 
barbarity, ♦ but abfurdity. If their wifhes and in- 
tentions went to the prefervation of the Britiih do- 
minion over America, to what purpofe did they 
ftfive to ruin that country ? The moft defpotic 
princes, in their punifliment of infurredtions againft 
their authority, carried it no further than againft 
the principal delinquents : the bulk of the commu- 
ftityy however guilty, was fpared ; and the general 
intereft of the country ftill was confulted. But the 
refentment of our rulers knew no bounds ; they in- 
volvedin one common deftruAion the property and 
inhabitants of America, as if they had determined 
to render the poffeffion of it of no value ; and, in- 
deed, as If they forefaw, that from their inability 
and imprudence, it would be loft for ever to the 
Crown of Great Britain. 

' They who fpoke on the other fide, were no left 
pointe4 ' and fevere in their condemnation of the 
Americans, and of the conftant fuUennefs and per- 
verfity with which they treated the condefcending 
difpofition of the parent ftate. They contended, 
at the fame time, that this very bill againft their 
filhery, however reftridiive it might appear, would 
not produce thofe diftreffes that had been painted in 
fuch frightful colours. The idea of reducing them 
to real famine was ridiculous : the country abound- 
ed with provifions ; they were, in fome meafure, 
the ftaple commodities of the land ; and if fome parts 
were deficient, others were plentiful. But were it 
true that they would be expofed to all manner of 
wretchednefs, ftill it would be their own feeking ; 
^s fubmiflSon to Britain would at opce put an end to 
tbeir mifcryt 
:- Ct3 Still, 
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, Still, ht>wevcr,, it was contended by oppofitiWtii 
that an aO: of fuch a nature would difgracc us in the 
eyes of Europe, and juftify thofe nrmlicious impu^ 
tations pf a Qruel difpofition, in which fo many fo- 
yeigners delighted. They would now have feme 
grouad for their reproaches : a bill brou^t into an 
j^flembly Qompofed of the principal perlonages in 
the nation, wjtb an avowed intent to deftroy, by 
hunger, fome hundred thoufands of our fellow fyb* 
je<^s whofe guilt was difputable, would aftoniih all 
mankind, and e^gite the anger and iiidijgnation of 
all who profeffed tho le^ft humanityt The bill was 
abfolutely atrocious ; and tbofe who could approyc 
it, were men of no feeling. 

A deed of thi$ kind was not juftifiable according 
to the mod rigorous ideas of WW ; iti the petpetration 
of the moft violent hoftilities, the extremeft hatred 
and inveteracy would preferve a TCPinant of com'- 
paflion for age, infancy, and fex j but the Britiih 
Parliament was now to be Heeled againft all thcfe 
confiderations, and taught to faQrince whole n^^ 
tions at once to the wrath and yefentn^ei^ of mi« 
nifters. 

What would be the . fate of our countrymen at 
Bofton in the midft of this univerfal calamity ) 
Hunger, it was well knowp, would give courage to 
the fearful, and ftrength to the weak, The.Britilh 
niilitary ftationedin Maflachufet were but a handful ; 
and it could pot be expe(£ted they would be able to 
make an efFeftual fland againft the defperate and 
enraged multitudes .that would affail theni night and 
day, in revenge for the barbarities ex;ercifed upon 
their country. They muft neceflarily fipk umier 
the weight qf numbers, and add to the lift of thofe 
victims dpotned by minifteri^l ha\a^tinefs to de« 
ftruAion, 

It was replied by the other party, that whatever 
defcriptions the opponeijts tp.the biU Fpight thinly 

proper 
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^rbper to make, of the deplorable coAditic«i to- 
"whtch it would bring the peof)le of Nev^ England, 
ftiU they proved ho more, tfran that unlefs the in- 
habitants of that Colony returned to their duty and 
allegiance to Grreat Britain, they would experience 
a very fevere punifluneht. This was not denied : 
it was even the objedt in view ; and was certainly 
preferable to' a denunciation of war, which Would 
neceffarily be followed with confequences far more 
terrible and deftrudlive. 

By this bill coercion undoubtedly was meant; 
but it was of an orderly and peaceable kind : the 
ability of Britain to crulh all oppofition in the Co- 
lonies, was now to be manifefted ; and what method 
more efficacious, and at the fame time lefs hoftile, 
could have been propofed than the prefent ? Not 
a fword was to be drawn, nor mulfeet fired; no 
blood, in fliort, was to be Ihed by this meafure. 
It held the rod over the heads of the guilty ; but it 
invited them to repentance : it threatened, but 
fmote only thofe whofe obftinacy extorted the blow. 
In a word, it afFe<3:ed none but fuch a^ were deter- 
mined to fuiFer. It wiis therefore the height of 
malevolence and mifreprefentation, to defcribe, as 
barbarous and inhuman, a mode of conduft which, 
when impartially and circumftantially examined, 
was evidently much lefs calculated to hurt than to 
terrify. 

Nothing was more probable than that when the 
Colony ot Maflachufet became thoroughly fenfible 
how entirely their fate refted in the hands of Bri* 
tain, the moft refraftory and averfe to obedience 
.would fee the futility of all their efforts againft the 
fuperior might of this country. All claffes would 
then unite in the ceffation of a refiftance, from which 
nothing but mifery could be expefted : they would 
even congratulate themfelves on the temper and 
(poolnefs with which the parent ftat^ had afted in 

0^4 bringing 
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bringing them to a juft perception of their inferuV' 
rity, and their impotency to refift its will, wheix- 
ever it was earneftly determined to enforce it. Thiisi 
^ great and important end would be accompliihed 
without employing fanguinary means ; and Britaia 
Would have the fatisfaftion of quelling a rebellion 
without coming to hoftilities. 

In the Houfe of Peers, the debates on this bill 
were carried on much in the fame ftrain, Mini-r 
ftry brought witneffes to prove, from their own 
perfonal knowledge and experience, how greatly the 
Britilh filhery might be increafed in Newfoundland ; 
and adduced a variety of argunients to fliow, that 
were America to be totally excluded from that filh- 
ery, the confequences would be highly beneficial 
to Great Britain ; the number of our feamen would 
be augmented in proportion tq the decreafe qf theirs, 
and our profits increafed in the fame degree. 

The oppofition on the other fide, exerted itfelf 
to prove the general utility of the American trade, 
and the conftant fettled benefits refulting from it to 
this country, which were npw rifing daily to an im- 
portance truly aftoniihing. The progrefs of th? 
trade to New England, was minutely traced 
from the commencement of this prefent century, 
w^hen it amquntcd only to feventy thoufand pounds, 
to the year one thpufand feven hundred and fiftyr 
four, when it had arifen to one hundred and eighty 
thoufand ; but ip the ten fpllowing yes^rs, nbtwith- 
ftanding a furious and e^^tenfive war, it increafed 
to four hundred thoufand poujids ; and from the 
laft peace tp the prefent period, ^2^4 gr^dvally ad-? 
vancedtp double that in>riienfe fum, 

A country of which a fingle province took off 
fuch a quantity of merchandize from Great Britain^ 
was not tp hp ftudipufly depreciated by partial re- 
irefentations, It little pattered whether the prq- 
its of gprnnjerge w?re direj^: or circjuitous ; it waf 

iVflieient 
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lufficlentif they were teal. Though New England 
<:arried on a vaft trade with other parts of the wprld, 
the demands from Britaip in confequence of that 
trade, were prodigious, and anfwered our purpofe 
as -effeftually as if we carried on that trade our.- 
felves* 

• There was no occafion, therefore, to deprive any 
part of America of any particular branch of com^ 
xnerce, on a fuppofitlon that we Ihould engrofs it to 
ourfelves. This, if fo prafticable as repfefentcd, 
would require much time and attention : But was it 
prudent to run fuch a riik ? Did we not receive al- 
ready the fame profits we propofed to derive from 
this alteration ? The path was now fmooth and 
leafy ; why ihould we be at the trouble of feeking 
out another, which, at beft, would not be prefer^- 
fable to the prefent ? 

A variety of additional arguments were ufed to 
invalidate the propriety of the bill. The mutila* 
tion of the papers on which that information was 
founded, j^rhidi was held forth to both Houfea as 
lavthentic, w;i3 complained of in the bittereft terms 2 
it was carrying pn a fyftem of deception unworthy 
of men pf rank, who were intrufted with the- public 
affairs : fuch a management of them, would lay 
them open to the fevereft refentment and profecu- 
tion, and leave them withoiit any excufe for their 
juiiification. Parlian^ent depended upon them for 
true and fair , accounts of thpfe tranfadtions, by 
which its fufFrages were to be guided ; if falfe or 
defective the fault was folely their owr^, and they 
paufl anfwe^ for it to the. jullice of their country. 

But the effprts of oppofition were as unavailing 
Jn this, as in the other HqijJjfe. The.abfolute and in* 
difpenfible jiecefl5ty of commg tp a final conclufion 
pf the American bufipefs, overcame all other ideas : 
jotal fovereignty, or total lofs, were judged the hap- 
pie^ alternadye for Qreat Britain ; its councils had 

been 
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been diftrafted for more than ten years by ihceflaht 
altercations on this fubjeft ; it was become odious 
and difgufting, as it filled the whole nation, from 
the very higheft to the very lowed clafles, with re* 
ciprocal inveteracy. The method propofed would 
bring matters to a fpeedy decifion ; which, what- 
ever it might be, was preferable to a conftant fcenc 
of domeftic confufion. 

In virtue of thefe arguments, the majority of the 
Houfe loudly declared for the bill. It was paffed 
by one hundred and four to twenty-nine. 

So refolutely was the Houfe of Peers bent upon 
acting with the utmoft rigour and feverity, as the 
moft eligible means of bringing America to reafon, 
that it propofed to include in the reftriftions eniafted 
by this bill, the Provinces of New Jerfey, Penn- 
iylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina ; in 
this, however, they did not meet with the concur** 
rence of the Houfe of Commons j and the bill was 
paffed without this addition. 

It produced a remarkable proteft. The Lord* 
who framed it, fpoke with uncommon feverity of 
the fyftem on which the bill was founded. ** That 
** governtment, faid they, which attempts to pre- 
^* ferve its authority by deftroying the trade of its 
^* fubjedts, and by involving the innocent and 
** guilty in a common ruin, irit afts from a choice 
^^ of fuchlmeans, confeffes itfelf ynwQtthy; if 
** from inability to find any other, admits .itfelf 
*^ wholly incompetent to the end of its inftitution." 

They accufed the mini ftry of endeavouring to pur-** 
chaft th^ nation's confent to this aft, by promifing 
them the fpcjils of the New England fiftiery, This^^ 
they faid. Was ^^ ^ fcbetne full of weakneft and in- 
^* decency ; of indecency, becaufe it may be fuf-% 
^* pefted that the defire of the confifcation has cre-» 
♦* ated the guilt ; and of wc^J^nefs^j becaufe it fup-» 

" pow* 
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*^ pofes that whatever is taken from the Colonies^ 
*^ is of courfe to be transferred to ourfelves." 

This proteft took levere notice of an opiniohj^ 
which forae perfons laboured induftrioufly to cir- 
culate throughout the nation ; and which had been 
maintained in both Houfes of Parliament. This 
was the ailertion of which notice has already been 
taken^ that the Americans wanted fpirit to go through 
what they had undertaken ; and that Britain would 
find them an eafy conqueft. 

An opininion of this kind was reprefented by the 
Iriends of America^ as highly unbecoming fuch an 
tflembiy as that wherein it had been delivered. It 
was not fupported by truths and could only be 
viewed as the efTufion of party refentment ; it was 
thrown out in the heat of debate^ as an inducement 
to coincide with the meafures in agitation, and to 
remove all apprehenfion of the dangers which might 
wrife from their profecution. 

But it was further aflerted, that a charge of thii 
kind was the more imprudent and unadvifed, as ex- 
clufive of its containing a falfe and injur igus accu« 
fation, it tended in cafe of coercive meafures, to 
ilacken the ciareandfolicitude with which thev ought 
to be purfued ; and to occaiion remiflhefs m thofe 
to whom thi^y might be intruded, from a perfua- 
iion th^t the enemy to be encountered was not de- 
ferving of much fear^ and required but Uttle pa^ns 
$» be pv^rcQpje/ 
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J\iTtlttary and Naval preparations a^ainfi America,/-*^ 
Lord Norths Conciliatory Motion* — Petition from 
Jamaica in favour of the Colonies. — JSl for re^ 
Jf raining the Commerce of the Southern Colonies.--^ 

. Mr. Burke^s Conciliatory Plan. — Mr. Hartley* sMo* 
Hon to the fame intent. 

FEW a<fls of Parliament were ever received with 
more approbation from one party^ and more 
difapprohation from the other^ than this bill for 
Teftraining the commerce of New England^ and 
depriving it of its fiflieries. While it was applaud* 
cd by the one as a judicious and neceflary meaiure^ it 
was reprobated by the other with the utmoft vehe- 
mence and indignation^ and reprefented as the ge* 
puine offspring of that tyrannical fpirit which had 
by its opponents fo fong been imputed to admi- 
niftr^tion, 

. N umbers of thofe who favoured the caufe of the 
American^, were ftudioufly outrageous in their com- 
l^laints againft this bill : they loaded it with every 
opprobrious epithet they could devife ; and, among 
Other injurious hames^ they called" it the aft of 
(larvation* 

lit the mean time, as Great Britain had now taken 
her final refolution, miniftry was employed in mak- 
ing thofe preparations that Were judged requifite to 
carry it into execution. 

The number of troops intended for New Eng- 
land, amounted to ten thoufand men. This, ac- 
cording to the opinion of thofe military men who 
were confulted upon this occafion, appeared a force 
fully fufficient tg execute the meafures of govern-. 
ment. 

But 
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But this opinion was ftrenuoully oppofed. Such 
a force was reprefented as totally inadequate to the^ 
end propofed, and as only productive of much ex»* 
pence to little, purpofe. 

Miniftry was charged with equal, imprudence for 
enga^ng the nation ki hoftilities^ and for its man- 
ner of condu&ing them. Since America is to be. 
fubdued, faid oppofition^ let it be done effedually : . 
let a fleet and army be fent forth, in the ftrengthof 
which the publie may juftly confide; fuch as may,: 
by its very appearance, intimidate. The firft im*: 
preffion ought, if poffible to be decifive, and every 
efS^rt Ihould be made to render it fuch. 

In this, idea of the minority, not only their own 
adherents, but many of their anta^onifts as readily 
concurred. The only reafon . alledged for aAing 
otherwife, was that an expeAation had. been formed, 
that the Americans, upon a mature coniideration of 
the matter, would think it more confiftent with 
their tntereft to defift from, than to continue an op* ^ 
pofition that would certainly involve them in blood- • 
Ihed and defolation ; and which, were it to fucceed,- 
would entail fuch expences, lofles, and mifchiefs 
upon their country/ as would require many years ^ 
to repsur. . , 

: Before the fcene of aftion was entered upon, the 
miniftry refolved once more to attempt a recpncilia-* 
tion with America. A motion was accordingly made 
in the Houfe of Commons, importing, that when the 
Governor, Council, and Aflembly of anyof theColo-" 
nies, fliall propofe to make provifion, according to 
their refpe<ftive circumftances, for the common dc- ' 
fence, fuch proportion to be raifed under the autho-' 
rityofthe Colony, and difpofable by Parliament^ and* 
Ihall engage. to provide for the.fupport of the civil' 
government, and the adminiftration of juftice, it will' 
then be proper, if fuch propofal ihould be approved* 
of by. the King in Parliament, tp forbear levying* 

'^^ ' or 
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or impofing my taxes on that Colony ; thoie du« 
ti^& excepted^ that may be expedient to impofb ioit 
the regulation of conamerce, the net produ<;e o£ 
which ihall be carried to the account of the CoUmy 
irfaere it is raifed. 

This motion was grounded on the iincere defire 
of giving America full proof how far it was from 
the intentions of Britain to aidopt harfli mea&ires, 
if they couldpoffibly be avoided. Parliament, in its 
Igte addrefs to the Throne refpediing the Colonies, 
Bot only meant to ihow its final determination to* 
fupport the^ claims of Great Britain, at all hazards^ 
but alfo its willingnefs, upon proper conceffions, ta> 
reilore America to her favour. That notwithfiand-' 
ing the Britifli legiilature could not give up the^ 
right of taxation, yet if the Americans would pro** 
pofe fuch a mode of contribution, as might at onca 
be agreeable to themfelves>. and anfwer the end. 
Parliament would confent to fufpend the exercife or 
that ri^ht, and yield to America the authority of 
raiiing m theit own manner, their ihare of the con« 
tribution. 

A refolution adopted on the ground of this tn<^ 
tlon would, it was faid, be " an infallible touch-^ 
•* ftone to try the fincerity of the Americans* If** 
•■^ their profeifions were real, and their oppdfitiotl 
** founded only upon the principles which they pre--* 
** tended, they muft, confiftently with tholi prin-* 
'* ciples, agree with this propofitioii. But if they 
** were aftuated by finifter motives, and hafd dan-* 
^^ gerous defigtis in contemplation, their refufal of 
** thefe terms would expofe them to the world--**' 
*^ We ihould then be prepared, and know h6w to 
^^ ad« After having Ihown our wifdom^ our juf-« 
•* tice, and our humanity, by giving them afi op* 
^* portunity of redeeming their paft faults, an4 
** holding Out to them fitting term^ of accommo* 
^ dation : if they fhould rejed th^m, we Ihould^ 

<• be 
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*^ be juflified in taking the moft coercive mea- 
"fures/'' 

The oppoiition received this propofal with the 
Utmoft difapprobatipn. It was, they faid, in no 
wife coiiciliatory : it was replete witli infidioufnefs, 
and would appear fuch in the eyes of the Ameri- 
cans. The motives held out to the nation for uni* . 
ting with miniftry againft Americs^, .wer< now, it 
was faid, entirely changed. The honour and dig- 
nity of Great Britain were lately the fole principle 
on which they exhorted men to a^ ; obedience to the 
commercial regulations enafted by Ps^rliament, and 
allegiance to the fupreme fovereignty of this country^ 
was their conftant language : but they now aban- ' 
doned that argument ; the conteft was now to be 
for a prize oiF another nature, the acquifition of a 
revenue. This probably they deemed an objeft 
more interefting to the generality in a commercial 
nation, and for the obtaining of which people would 
be found more willing to exert themfelves, than for , 
a mere acknowledgment of fuperior dignity, by 
which neither the power of the ftate would receive 
any augmentation^ nor the condition of individuals 
any relief. 

In the mode of taxation propcrled for Amcricay 
there was no effential difference frpm that which 
had been adopted before, and infilled upon as legaL 
The Colonies were a$ completely taxed without 
their confent by requiring them to pay a ftatedfum^ 
levied in their own manner, as by layiitg a number 
of duties on them to the fame amounts 

Another obje<ftion occurred, equally ntilitatitig 
againft th'e acceptance of this propofal by ther Ame- 
ricans. No fum was fpecified ; they were left to- 
tally ignorant what the demands of Britain might 
be : this Was an unpardonable defeat in proposals of 
which they o>ight to have the cleareft elucidation 
laid before them^ in order to judge whether it was 

ia 
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ia their power, allowing it to be in their inclitta^ 
tion, to accede to them. 

After a long difpiite the queftion was carried fof 
the miniftry, by two hundred and feventy-fout 
TOtes, to eighty- eight. 

In the mean time, the fituation of tHe Colonies 
of North America, had excited, in a particular 
manner, the attention of the Britifh iflands in the 
Weft Indies. Incapable, from their fituation, of 
refifting the authority of Great Britain in the fame 
manner, they beheld filently the progrefs of a dif* 
pute which threatened to terminate in fuch terrible 
confequences. - One of them, however, ventured to 
efpoufe their caufe in a- petition to the throne : this 
was the ifland of Jamaica, the moft flourifliing and 
powerful of any^ 

This petition, like the many others that had been 
repeatedly prefented in favour of America, availed 
it nothing. Miniftry feemed, on the contrary, 
daily to become further perfuaded that liiore re- 
ftriftions were'neceflary. 

' Another bill, as rcv^ommended by the Lords, 
was brought accordingly into the Houfe, to reftrain 
the commerce of New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Mary- 
land, Virginia, and South Carolina, in the fame 
manner as that of New England. The motives al- 
' kdged Avere the acceffion of thofe Colonies to the 
refolutions adopted by New England, rbfpefting 
the Britilh trade and manufactures. This bill was 
readily agreed to. » 

But though, petitions were rejedled, the petition* 
ers were not the lefs folicitous in fupporting them, 
and in authenticating the fad:s on which they were 
founded. The Weft India merchants and planters, 
in particular, feconded the- petition they had lately 
prefented, with a detail of circumftances relating to 
the Pritilh iflands in that part of the world, that 
was equally copious and important. This bijfinefs 
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was conduced in their behalf with great ability, by 
Mr. Glover, author of the poem Leoaidas, a gen- 
tleman equally celebrated for his literary talents, 
and his commercial knowledge. 

He ftated with: great energy and exadinefs, the 
prodigious value of the Weft India iflands to Great 
Britain. It appeared, from his inquiries and re- 
fearches, that exclufive of the intrinfic ' worth of 
the iflands, their ftocjc^in-trade, and other property, 
amounting to no lefs than fixty millions, the ex- 
portation to Britain, of late years, amounted annu* 
ally to near two hundred thoufand hogiheads and 
puncheons of fugar and rum, the weight of which 
was. ninety-five thoufand tons, and the value four 
millions. The direft revenue arifingfrom this im- 
menfe trade, confifted of above feven hundred 
thoufand pounds, befide that which accrued from 
the collateral branches depending upon it. 

The danger in which a war with America would 
place this advantageous commerce, was enlarged 
upon with much accuracy, and the necelEty of a 
continual correfpondence in trade between the iflands 
^nd that continent, was pointed out in a variety of 
inftances. 

^ But atnong the Parliamentary tranfadlions at that 
time, none was more remarkable than the concilia* 
March 22, tory propofitipns refpefting the Colonies, 

1 775* • made by Mr. Burke, a gentleman whofe 
abilities and eloquence had for feveral years been 
much admired in Parliament. He introduced thefe 
propofitions in a fpeech that has been defervedly 
celebrated for its various excellencies. - 

"The queftions/' heobferved, "on which they 
were to decide that day, were whether they ought 
to concede, and what that conceflion ought to be. 
To enable them to determine on thefe great quef- 
tions with a firni and precife judgment, it was ne- 
ceflary to confider diftindly the true nature, and 
. Vox. I, No. 5. R, th$ 
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the peculiar circumftances t)f the objeft before 
them ; as after all their ftruggles, whether they 
would, or would not, they muft govern America 
according to that nature, and thofe circumftances, 
and not according to their own imaginations, or 
abftradt ideas of right, nor by any means according 
to meer general theories of government/* 

He then entered into an accurate inveftigation of 
the prefent ftate and circumftances of the Colonies ; 
he minutely examined their fituation, extent, 
wealth, population, agriculture, and commerce, 
with their power and weight in the fcale of empire. 
He then adverted to that invincible fpirit of free- 
dom which diftinguifhes them in fo peculiar a man- 
ner from all other people. He accounted for it 
from their origin, education, and way of life, their 
political and religious principles, and their diftance 
from the feat of government. 

The conduft of Great Britain towards America, 
ought, he obferved, to be regulated according" to 
thefe various confiderations. He then introduced 
a number of interefting facts and obfervations rela- 
ting to that country, in order to Ihow the necefEty 
of governing it conformably to die ideas and habits 
long eftabliflied among the inhabitants, and that all 
other plans would prove weak and infufficient. 

He then defcribed with great force and animar- 
tion, the aftonifhing progrefs of population and. 
commerce in that country, and how much they had 
contributed to the opulence and giandeur of Bri- 
tain. From his review of the iricreafe of our trade, 
at different ftages, it appeared that in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and four, the exports from 
England to North America, the Weft Indies,, and 
Afxica, amounted only to about five hundred and 
fevcnty thoufand pounds ;. but that in one thoufand 
fcven hundred and feveaty-two^ they exceeded fix 
millions. It alfo ap^eaired^ that at the foregoing 

period^ 
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perJod, tli6 whole export trade of England, irfclu-* 
ding that to the Colonies, amounted to little more 
than fix millions and a half. Thus the trade td 
America was now become not half a million left 
than the whole of that which England carried on 
with all the world, at the firft of the above periods* 
Valuing therefore the exportations from Great Bri- 
tain at fixteen millions, America employed more 
than a third of our foreign trade. 

He took notice of the feveral plans propofed fo* 
the government of America, and animadverted par- 
ticularly to that of force ; a method, which as it 
appeared fimple and eafy to comprehend, men were 
apt to have recourfe to in all difficult cafes. This 
idea he reprobated with great llrength of arguments 
It depended upon times and circumftances, which 
• were always changing and imccrtain; it deftroyed 
the very objefts of prefervation ; it was a mode o^ 
governing hitherto unknown 4n the Colonies, and 
therefore dangerous to make trial of. Their flour- 
ifliing condition, and the benefits We derived from 
them, were owing to quite other caufes. 

Without inquiring, therefore, whether it were a 
matter of right, or of favour, the only fafe rule hy 
which to govern the Colonies with advantage, was 
by giving them *^ an intefeft in our conftitution,** 
and by pledging the Parliamentary faith of the na- 
tion in the moft binding manner, never to depart 
from the fyftem by which Great Britain is folemnly 
to declare that ftie means to govern themi 

All difcuflions of right Ihould be difckimed in 
fuch a fubjeA: policy alone was to be confidered* 
He was not inquiring whether they had a right to 
make that people mil'erable, but whether it was not 
their intereft to render them happy ? They were 
not to confult lawyers on what they might do, but 
to be guided by equity and found policy in what 
they ought to do. 

R a Hi 
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' He declared pointedly aga'mft new projefts, tti* 
theory with regard to reprefentation was founded 
6n the ancient conflitutional policy of the ifealm, 
as contained in a<fts of Parliament ; and the practice 
he would recommend, was conformable to plain 
fafts, recorded in the journals of the Houfe. 

* Experience had marked the road to be taken oil 
this occafion; it had been followed with advantage 
and fafety, until the prefent differences with Ame-^ 
fica. In conftitutional difcuffions prad:ice was al- 
W2iys a wifer counfellor than fpeculation : their an- 
ceftors, who had founded both the conftitution and 
the Colonies, were the bed guides they could follow 
for their prefervation, 

• He gave an hiftorical deduftion of the manner of 
incorporating Wales, Chefter, and Durham,, with 
the reft of England, and of the good confequenceft 
this nieadire produced, in the readinefs of their fub- 
fequent acquiefcence in the laws enabled by the au- 
thority of Parliament. 

' Though Ireland had not been included in thi* 
incoi-poration, yet the Englilh conftitution had beert 
fully communicated to- that kingdom. The Colo- 
hies had received it as efFedtually as their fittiatiort 
JvouM refpeftively permit. While the genuine fpi*- 
tit of this conftitution remained unimpaired, peace 
and profperity attended them; the moment an al- 
teration was attempted, diforder enfued*. 

To return to our old policy, was* therefore t<^ 
tread on the fureft ground. Our future fyftem in 
America ought to be fettled on a Parliamentary 
foundation, and afcertained in the cleareft and moft 
perfpicuous terms, in order to guard againft alVpof- 
fible innovations. Taxation was by this fyftem to 
be eftablilhed in the Colohies nor by impofition 
from US3 but by grants from them : their Affem* 
blies were to be acknowledged competent to pro- 
vide for the fupport of their government in peace, 
^ and 
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tod to furniih public aids in war : the courts, t)f ju- 
dicature were to be abfolutely independent ; thofe 
^f admiraky . new regulated ; and the adts of Parlia- 
ment lb much complained of,, to be totally re- 
pealed. ^ 

Thefe propofals . were grounded on;the non-repre*- 
feritation of the Colonies in the Britifh Pailia*- 
ment, the inconveniencies of their being repree 
fented at fuch a diftance, the rcadinefs with which 
they bad always complied with requifitions lawfully 
made, to raife money for public fervices, and the 
fuperior utility of their granting fubfidies, to the 
laying of taxes upon them by the a^ithority of Pari- 
liament, 

Thfe debate on thefe propofitions was long and 
fpirited. The objeftions. againft . them were, thart: 
-they gave up the object in contention, aanotwith- 
•ftabding the right of taxing was not formally, yet 
•it was virtually renounced. Should thefe nropo- 
'fals be ftidopted, there was no certainty that the 
•Americai\s would anfwer them with any returns of 
-duty and compliance* 

As to their former provifions of money, during 
tlie late' wfir,' they proceeded evidently from the 
fttife of the danger they were in. But: if required 
to do it upon any occafion lefs prefliftg, and lefs 
conneded with' their immediate intereft, it was 
much to be doubted whether they would have been 
.fo complying. 

But exclufive of thefe confiderations, it was the 
- fole right and prerogative, of Parliament to grant 
• money to the Crown : no other body of men in the 
' Britilh dominions could participate in this right.— 
.Such was the exprefs declaration of the Bill of 
Rights. 

This light of taxation was the^ ground-work of 
the dignity and power of Parliament. It could not 
idierefore ;be given up confiftently with any pro- 

R 3 priety. 
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priety. Its very cffence and cxiftencc depended 
upon this prerogative. A minifter would defervc 
impeachment who Ihould procure a pecuniary grant 
from the Colonies. Was fuch a praftice to be to- 
lerated, it would lead to much more danger than 
feemed to be apprehended ; efpecially in cafe the 
Colonies fhould ever have the privilege of granting 
inopey at their own option. 

In war, fuch a manner of levying fubfidies might 
be permitted, as refulting from neceflity; but 
without fuch an urgent cjaufe, the conftituticm would 
evidently be expofed to danger, were the Crown 
empowered to receive fuppli^s through any other 
channel than that of Parliafnent. 

TTfee exercifing of this high prerogative of ta^fing 
the fubjedt, was lodged in the difcretion of that 
body, In this matter it was fupreme, and qucftipn- 
able by no other power in the ftate. All other bo- 
dies and affemblies throughout the Pritiih domir 
nions, wl^atever immunities they enjoyed in other 
refpefts, and however independent of Parliamcn*^ 
tary authority, flill were bound to implicit obedi-- 
pnce in this. 

It was replied, on the other hand, that the fole 
intent of the declaration contained in the Bill of 
Rights, was to prevent the Crown from levying 
taxes ii> the kingdom without the confent of Par^ 
liament ; but did not mean to forbid the raifing of 
them by lawful affemblies, in other parts of the 
King's dominions, for the public fcrvice, 

By thankfully acknowledging the proqiptitude 
and willingnefs with which the American affembliet 
had paiTed confiderable grants, Parliament had aq^ 
knowledged their right of giving money to the 
iprown. 

The meaning of the Bill of Rights, was. to confine 
the power of the Crown, but not the liberality of 
%\ic fubjea: j the grft w^s ^eb^arrc^ frpRj px^Ain^ 
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money at pleafure, but the fecond was not forbid- 
den to prefent it with what fums might be judged 
proper, either as fupplies for public meafures, or . 
as an aid or income to defray the charges neceffary 
to fupport the dignity and fplendour of the throne ; 
or even by way of gratitude and afFeftion to the 
fovereign, for the benefits derived from his exer- 
tions for the happinefs of his people. 

The fubfidies raifed in this manner by the Colo- 
nies, having been equally abundant and productive 
of good confequences, having never been refufed, 
when demanded in the ufual way, and the Coionies 
teftifying fo much unwillingnefs to grant them in 
any other, it would be prudent to accept of them 
upon their own terms, rather than rifk the lofing 
them for ever, by putting at flake the pofleflion of 
the Colonies themfelves. 

Tjiis danger, it could not be denied, the Parlia- 
ment had brought upon the kingdom, by infilling 
obflinately, and needlefsly, on a mode of raifing 
money in the Colonies, which would not certainly 
produce more than that to which they had been fo 
long habituated, and were equally refolute in ad- 
hering to, notwithftanding all the declarations and 
menaces of Parliament, 

It was therefore high time to put an end to this 
abfurd and pernicious controverfy. Nothing could 
betray more abfurdity than to quarrel about the 
fliadow, when we were poflfeflTed of the fub fiance. 
The ideas of fupreme Sovereignty, and national 
unity, were not combated by the Americans, pro- 
vided an inter preta^ipn was made that did not in- 
trench upon fuch of their privileges, as, in their 
notions, were infeparable from a Itate of freedom. 
Thefe privileges, it had been proved, were not in- 

i'urious to this country, and the exercife of them 
lad often proved ferviceable to it. . But if by fu- 
preme fovereignty we meant abfolute power, and by 

R 4 nationaj 
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national unity, an obligation in them to conform 
implicitly to our will, why fliould wc expeft their 
admiffion of tenets manifeftly repugnant to our 
conftitution, and of which we had never bethought 
ourfelves before this prefent occafion. 

They acknowledged themfelves united with Bri- 
tain, and fubjedt to its fovereign : they were will- 
ing to go proportionably as far as ourfelves in their 
contributions for the common defence. Was not 
this fubjeftion and unity, in the ftrifteft acceptation 
of the terms ? Was it not the real fubftance of fove- 
reignty and union ? All requifitions from them, on 
our part, beyond thefe effential and voluntary ac- 
knowledgments of our fupremacy, were founded 
on fpeculative and imaginary rights, and tended^ 
as experience had proved, to deprive us of folid 
benefits. We were throwing the moft valuable ad* 
vantages away, in the purfuit of empty and una- 
vailing titles. 

After a debate fupported with great vigour and 
ingenuity of argumentation on both fides, Mr. 
Burke's propofitions w^ere negatived, by two hund- 
red and feventy votes, againft feventy-eight. 

This rejeftion did not however difcourage oppo- 
fition from another attempt. A few days after the 
March 27, failure of that made by Mr. Burke, ano- 

i77S» * ther gentleman of great knowledge and 
abilities, followed his example. This was Mr. 
Hartley ; who propofed that a letter of requifition 
fliould be fent to the Colonies by a fecretary of ftate, 
on a motion from that Houfe, for contribution to 
the expenccs of the whole empire. 

This plan, it was reprefented, met thofe ideas of 
taxation that had fo often been approved by the 
Colonies, and conformably to which former levies 
of money had been made upon thenl, to their entire, 
fatisfaftion^ It left them in the poffeifion of deter- 
mining 
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mining exclufively the propriety of the demaBcI, and 
of limiting the fum, and direfting its appli(tation, ' 

The Parliamentary declaration againft the raiiing 
of fubfidies without its confent, was, by this plan, 
fully obviated, as the requifition would be their 
own ad: aiid deed. Thus the fentiments of 
both the contending parties would be reconciled ; 
the Americans would be taxed, but in the manner 
moft acceptable to their own feelings ; yet as ef- 
feftuaUy as if Parliament had raifed and affeffed the 
fupplies by its fol6 authority ; and Parliament 
would haVe no reafon to complain, when it faw that 
a fimple motion in the Houfe, operated as po\;\^r-' 
fully as if it paffed an aft to that purpofe. 
■ As tills motion feemed to coincide with the opi- 
nian eftabliflied in America,' as well as with the in- 
tereft of Great Britain, it was expefted by many of 
its friends, that a favourable reception wo\ild have 
been given it, and that it might have proved a bafis 
upon^which to eredt the fuperftrufture of a treaty ; 
but thefe expectations were totally fruftrated^ and 
the motion was rejected .without ^ divifion. 

The rejection of this, and the anteccdihg pro- 
pofals, OGcafioned, mean while, much difcontent 
throughout a great part of the nation. The cha-^ 
rafter and abilities of the gentlemen who had framed 
them, were highly refpefted ; and many peoi>le be- 
gan to wifli, with impatience, for the peaceable fet- 
tleilient of a difpute, from the continuation of Which 
no good could poffibly be expefted; and v;hich 
they were defirous Ihould be terminated upon* any 
terms. ' 9 

But the partiality expreffed for America by fuch 
numbers of people at home, did them much differ vice 
on this as Well as on fome other occafions. Thofe who 
were of contrary fentiments,' began to dread the con- 
fequences of favouring the republican opinions that 
had gradually become fo current in the Colonics, 

al\d 
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and thought that it ill became the inhabitants of ^ 
country that had fufFered fo much from fuch prin- 
ciples, to give them any countenance by efpoufing 
the caufe of thofe who profeffedly adhered to them. 
They looked upon this partiality as criminal, and 
were convinced, at the fame time, that it was ow- 
ing to the machinations of a party, which fooner 
than mifs of a tevenge for being difcarded, would 
wreck it on tleir own country. The fupporters of 
this party were looked upon by many as the 
propagators of thofe feditious maxims that had 
filled England with difcontent, and had kindled ^ 
febellion in America. 

Experience, in fome meafure, authorifed this 
opinion. So outrageous for many years had unhap- 
pily been the temper of all factions in this coun- 
try, that tjiey kept no meafures in the profecution 
of the obJQ(Ste they had in view, and employed, in* 
^ifcrimin^tejy^ all means whatfoever to attain them. 
Oppofition was, in confequence of the perfuafion 
that they we re actuated by the fame principles, ac- 
cufed of hafbouiiug the moft unjuftifiable d^figns. 
As they w^re not permitted to rule the ftat;e, they 
were, if was faid, determined to embroil it, and to 
render the power Ipdged in the hands of others, a 
iburce of continual vexation to them. 

Influenced by fuch notions, many were thofe who 
rntert;ained unfurmountable fufpicions of whatever 
was propofed that bore the face of benevolence to 
America. They thought the Colonies had rendered 
thenifelves by their behaviour, and the maxims of 
which they had occafioned the inculcation in this 
country, unworthy of all condefcenfion ; and that 
it would not be for the intereft of Britain to enter 
intqany treaty with them, till their republican fpi- 
rit had been humbled. As this could not be effefted 
any othcrwife than by the fuperiority of the Britifli 
jirips, they heartily wished to fee ^heipi ejn'ployed 
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for this end ; and they condemned all pacilfic and 
conciliating meafprps, as inefficient and dangerous 
before it was accomplifhed. They would not radi- 
cally remove the evil ; it would only be palliated ; by 
not being crulhed in proper time, it would gather 
additional ftrength, and break out on a future oc«» 
(Cafion with double violence. 

Sentiments of this kind prevailed no lefs in Piar- 
liament : to thefe may principally be attributed 
the hoftile fpirit that influenced the concurrence of 
the majority in the meafures propofed by miniftrjr 
for tjiereduftion of America. 
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further rejlri^ions on the American ^rade.-— 'Petitions 

I to Parliament for and againji America. — Petition- 

from the Britijfh Inhabitants of Canada* — Petition 

from the- §uakers.-r-RemonJtrance from the tlitj/ of 

London. — Kemmjlrance from ,New fork. 

1775- ": 

« « * A 

THE refentment of Parliament agamft Ame^ 
rica feemed to gain ground daily. In addi- 
tion to the bill of reftriftions upon its trade, already 
mentioned, a claufe was brought in, including the 
Colonies fituated on the river Delaware. 

The ground of this additional prohibition, was, 
that they were as refraftory and culpable as the 
other Colonies, and that fufficient proofs of this had 
been brought before the Houfe to juftify this pro- 
ceeding. 

In the mean time, a variety of petitions appeared 
on both fides of the queftion from feveral manufac- 
turing . towns in Great Britain and Ireland ; fomc 
contending for the neceffity of coerfive meafures 
againft the Colonics, others complaining of the bad 
confequences they had occafioned, and would ftill 
duce. The fafts maintained by the refpeftive pe- 
titions, created infinite controverfy : they were af- 
fcrted and denied with equal vehemence. 

The oppofition contended, that the petitions mi- 
litating for minifterial meafures, were promoted by 
perfons who had no concern, or but a very diftant 
■one in the commerce with America. They were, it 
was faid, of a party which had b^en long profcribed 
in this country ; but which, unhappily for it, pof- 
fefled a fund of obllinacy which neither time nor 
4ifappointments could overcome : they had feized 
...... this 



this opportunity to revive the odia^^s tod exploded 
principles of abfolute u©controuiabl,e foyereignty, 
which had "formerly done fo much rpifchief: in a 
word, they were the Tories. From th^ intrigues 
of people of this defctiption, proceeded thofe re- 
prefentations in favour of the violent refpjves againft 
America, which were now brought f^rth in order 
to counter-balance tlie weight of thofe addreffes for 
peace and reccHiciliation which came from thofe 
who really traded with America, who ha4 already 
felty and experimentally knew. how feverely they 
fliould feel the lofs of fufpenfion of that neceffary 
trade* * - 

Among other petitions, one was pxefented to the 
Throne frorii the Britifli Inhabitants of Canada 
againft the Quebec bill. It reprefented the trouble 
and expence they had undergone in fettling themr 
felves in that Province ; that through their endea- 
vours and induftry, the value of that Colony was 
* more than doubled fince its acquifition ; but that 
by the late ad: of Parliament they were, without 
having deferved fuch treatment, deprived of all the 
priviledges of Britifh fubjeifts, and placed under 
an arbitrary government, contrary to the expedla^ 
tions and folemn promifes wbi^h had induced them 
to fettle in that country. 

A like petition from them to the Houfe of Lords 
was prefented, and vigoroufly fiipported by Lord 
Camden, upon the principles of the Englifli con- 
llitution, and the neceffity of protedling the Pr6tef- 
tant religion, at which a fevere blow was aiii^ed ^y 
the vsSt inquefliion : he called upon both the tem- 
poral and fpiritual Lords to unite upon this occafion^ 
in their refpeOrive characters of guardians of the laws 
and religion of the land. 

Adminiftfation oppofcd him with nolefs warmth. 
The French inhabitants in Canada, were declared 
to be perfectly fatisfied with that aft ; by which they 

confidered 



confidered themfclves as entirely reftored to tli'd 
fame condition they were in \^hen under the crown 
of France. They had expreffed their fatisfa^on 
upon that account to General Carlton on his arrival 
in that Province in quality of Governor. They had 
tranfmitted an addrefs of the fame tendency to the 
King, acknowledging, in terms of the higheft gra^- 
titude, their thankfulneft for reftoring them to their 
ancient rights and priviledges. Thefe were une- 
<iuivocal proofs of the general contentment efFefted 
by that meafure ; and how impolitic it would be 
to repeal it in favour of about three thoufand indi- 
viduals, to the mortification of mare than one hun-* 
dred thoufand. 

After a long and animated alter<5ation, the mo- 
tion to reje(St Lord Camden's propofal was carried 
by eighty-eight votes againft twenty-eight. 

Another petition from the Engliih in Canada, of 
the fame tenor as the foregoing, was prefented by 
Sir George Saville to the Houfe of Commons. It 
dated, among other particulars, that the petition to 
the King, in the name of all the French inhabitants 
in Canada, in virtue of which the Quebec ad had 
pafled, was not obtained in a fair and open manner. 
So fav from being countenanced by the generality 
of people, it had not even been communicated to 
them. It was handed about in a private manner, 
and figncd by a few of the nobleffe and lawyers^ 
with others in their confidence, through the infti* 
gations of theRomifli clergy. The community at 
large, it was notorious, did not approve it. 

But the advocates for miniftry contended no lefs 
ftrenuoufly for the propriety of attending to the ad* 
dreffes of large and avowed bodies, in preference 
to the uncertain and unauthorifed furmifes of pri* 
vate individuals. The Canadians were a numerous 
and warlike people, whofe attachment it was pru- 
dent to fecure amidft the univerfal defeftion of our 

own 
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own Colonies* By indulging tkem^with a reftoratioa 
of their own laws and ufages, we made them our faft 
friends. This was certainly a juft meafure; as we 
might probably ftand ere long in need of their 
f riendlhip and afliftance, in purfuancc of the planpro- 
pofed for the redu&ion of our rebellious Colonies, 

It was however intimated, that notwithftanding 
tfie unfavourable appearance of affairs in America, 
there were good reafons for hoping that tranquility 
would foon be re-eftabliihed upon durable founda- 
tions^ without appealing to the fword* When our 
Tefradlory fubjeAs beheld themfelves furrounded oa 
all fides, when they faw our armies encamped on 
their Ihores, our fleets ftationed along their coafts, 
thdr communication with other nations cut off, and 
their back-fettlements threatened by thofe allies who 
were fecured to Britain by the very ad: in queftion, 
and whofe enmity they fo much dreaded, and had fo 
often experienced in former wars : in fuch a fitua- 
tion, they would hardly think of facing fo many 
difficulties, and would probably be glad to accept 
of thofe offers that were ftill held out to them. 

The iffue of this debate was, that Sir George 
Saville was not more fuccefsful iri the Houfe of 
Commons, than Lord Camden had been in the 
Houle of Lords. His motion for repealing this aft 
was rejedled by a vaft majority, one hundred and 
feventy-four, to eighty-fix. 

Notwithftanding the ill fuccefs of fo many peti- 
tions, an humble, but firm one, was prefented by 
the body of. the Quakers. It fpoke the language of 
peace and friendlhip peculiar to their perfuafion, 
and recommended lenient mcafures accordingly : — 
But it declared, at the fame time, their intimate 
perfuafion, that in real attachment to the fovereign 
and royal family, to the conftitution and people of 
his country, the Americans were exceeded by no 
ifubjefts in the Britilh dominions. 

While 









■f'.. 



• « 
1 



g^Z H r.& T O K Y OF THE 

. While petitions came from lb many quarters, the 
City of Lwidon determined to give them that coun- 
tenance which would.arife from its weight and im- 
April 10, portance. It prefented a remonftrance to 
?7?5' the throne, in which the meafures of • the 
miniftry were coadeiiined in the moft explicit and 
forcible language, it recapitulated all the articles 
of American grievances, and all the fatal confequen- 
ces of them, that had been fo frequently predided. 
They looked with horror, faid they, at the mei- 
fures in agitation. Not deceived by the fp^cious 
artifice of calling defpotifm dignity, they plainly 
^'>erceived that the real purpofe was. to eftabiilh arbi- 
trary power over all America. They juftified the 
refiftance;of the Americans upon the principles of the 
JEnglilh conftitution. Animated by thofe princi^ 
pies, our forefathers- brought about the Revolution; 
cthey wrefted the fceptre out of the hands of the 
Stuarts, and placed the Houfe of Brunfwick upon^ 
the throne of Great Britain. 

Your petitioners.'' continued they, *^ arc per*- 
fuaded, that the meafures now purfuing, ori^ 
•*^ ginated in the fecret advice of men^ who are 
enemies equally to your Majefty's titles, and t6 
the liberties of your people ; and that your Ma- 
jefty's minifters. carry them into.execution by the 
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^* fame fatal corruption which has enabled them to 
" wound the peace, and violate the conftitution of 

i< 

*^ to difmifs immediately, and for ever, from your 
*' councils thofe minifters and advifers, as a firft 



tliis country. Thus they poifon the fountain of 
public fecurity, and render that body .which 
ihould be the guardian of liberty, a formidable 
iiittrument of arbitrary power. Your petitioners 
do therefore moft earneftly b'efeech your Majefty, 



ftep towards a redrefs of thofe grievances which 
** alarm and afflid your whole people*'' 
i^ This 
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This pfetitiott produced the following anfwer. 

^^ It is with the utmoft aftonilhm^nt that I find 
' any of my fubjeds capable of encouraging the 
^ rebellious difpdlition which unhappily exifts in 

* fome of my Colonies in North America* Hav-^ 

* ing entire confidence in the wifdom of my Par- 

* liament^ the great council of the nation* I will 

* fteadily purfue thofe meafures which they have 
^ recommended for the fiippbrt of the conftitutional 
^ rights of Great Britain* and the ptoteftioA of the 
' coijimercial interefts of my kingdoms*'* . 

Such^ to the great concern of all refled:ing men^ 
was now become the ftile of tntercourfe between thq 
Cro^n and the people. 

In the mean time, another remonflratice.was pre** 
Alay ^» fented tp the Houfe of Commons from the 
*77J« Aflfembly of New York* It was introdu* 
ced by Mr. Burke^ to whom it had been tranfmit** 
ted for that purpofe. He repi;efented in a firong and 
urgent manner, how greatly that provincehad fignali« 
zed its attachment and fiddity toBritatnin the midft 
of the prefent diilurbances, and how much it had in«> 
curred the difpleafure of .the other Colonies upon 
that account* He aflured the Houfe that the re- 
nionftrance he wiihed to lay before it^ was conceived' 
in terms 'Of the highell decency and refpe&*--^ 
Though it complained of fome a<^8 of Parliament^ 
which in that Colony were deemed grievances, yet 
he was of opinion, the remonftrance ought to be 
received, that if any matter contained in it fhould 
appear to the Houfe to need redrefs, it might be; 
granted accordingly* 

This application he confidered as a ckcutn(bnce 
unproveable to the higheft advantage in the prefent 
polture of afiair$« It afforded an opportunity of . 
<!0ming to terms of reconciliation with America.-— « 
A dixc&t channel was now opened to communicate 
f ksough the medium pf New York with the othet 
..Vol. I. No. 5. S Colonies^ 
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Coldftks. Tfct; utmoft c^c fluMiW be taken Hot to 
fhrk it^ left no other avenue ihould be fotind* 

The miniileria) objeftioJis Were, that it was in- 
eDftipatible inrkh the dignity of the Houfe to fuffer 
any paper to be |>fefented that queftioned its fu- 
j)Teme authority* Condefcenfion enough had been 
ihown in a variety of inftanc^ ; but nothing wa^ 
ddmiffible that tended to Invalidate the right of tax* 
ation. 

Particular notice was taken at the fame time, that 
the title of petition did not accompany this paper : 
k was called a Reprefentation and iR^emonftrance^ 
which was not the ufual, nor the « proper manner of 
application to Parliament. This'- Angularity alone 
was fuifident to pat a negative on its prefentation. 

To this it was replied, that tht times^ wipre fo 
dangerous and critical, that wotds and forms were 
no longer deft^rvi^g of fl^tetiti6ti« The queftion Vas^ 
whether they thought the Cok>ny of New York wa* 
worthy of a fer*rifig ? No Colony bad behaved with 
ib much temperatenifs and diferie^ion* Notwith* 
ftanding the tempeftuoufnefs- of the times, and the 
general wreck Of ffe Brttift stethority, it had yet 
preferred a Aeady obedience to government.— 
While every other- Colony was bidding defiance to 
Britain, thi^ alone fubmiffive)y applied to her foF 
^dreis of grievances^ 

Was it confiftent with poiicy^ after lofing the 
jood-will of all the other Colonies, to^ drive this,, 
tlurough a needlefs and pun^ftilious feverity, into» 
their confederacy againft this country? cot^d we 
expeft, after fuch a treatment, that this Colony" 
could wkbiland theargumfents that wouki be <kawii 
from our fupercilioufii^fs, to is^uee it ta reUnquiib 
a conduft which was fo ill requited. 

This was not a feafon for flatelincfs jsnddiftegard 
with refpeft ta thofe who prijrf'cffed thenffelves ^omt 
adh^rems^ Were even the refra&ory to makb atf 

' a^ppU- 
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i^plkatidn^ it ought to be received wfth bcn^ity* 
wTiat countenance would tfee people of New York 
affumc, whtn they ware Reproached for having put 
thdr confidence in this country ? What eitcufe would 
the Aflcmbly be tibie to make to it$ conilituents^ 
when accufed o( having deceived them wit;h pro^ 
tnifes of favour from Britaini when it was feen that 
Parliament refufed even to hear their humble md 
dutiful repirefentatiott s ? 

This refu&l, it was predided, w<yuld give the 
finlfhing blow t6 the Britifc iatereil in America--^ 
New YorJc might from this day be counted among 
the hoftile Colonie3» What other line of oonduA 
could that Province embrace^ with any profpe^ d^ 
fafety ^ Spurned by Britain, it would inflantly fojv 
fake her, and wipe off the ftain of having forfal^ 
them, by the zeal it would hienceforward exen itt 
the coounon caufe* 

But the miniiterial argunients agamfl the accept* 
ance of i^hal^ver derogated from the legiilativf 
power of Parliamenti ptepbnderated with the 9ia» 
jority againft all other confiderations/ The tejefbiom 
wa) carried by one hundred and eighty*£bC| agalnft 
fixty-feven. 

After having been foiled in the Hqufe of Com» 
mons, it now remained to be decided whether tha^t 
Colony^s reprefentatio;is would meet with a more 
gracious reception in the Houfe of Lords* 

But here the difHculty was ftill greater than in 
the other Houfe* The dignity of the Peerage wa3 
faid to be infulted bv the appellation under which it 
had been prefumea to ulher thofe reprefentationd 
into that Affembly, They were ftiled a Memorial; 
fuch a title was only allowable in tranfadions be- 
tween princes and ftates independent of each 
other, but was unfufTerable on the part of fubjefts* 

The anfwer was, that the loweft officer in the 
fervice had a right to prefent a memorial, even to 

S a his 
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his Mkjelty himfelf, ihould he think himfelf ^gpr 
grieved : with much more reafon might a refpeAa- 
ble body prefent one to the Houfe of Lords. But 
exclufive of the general reafon that entitled fo im- 
(H>rtatit a Colony to lay fuch a paper before them^ 
the particular reafon of its fidelity, in fpite of fo 
many examples of defedion, was alone a motive 
that ought to fuperfede all forms, and engage their 
xnoft ferious attention to what it had to propofe. ^ 
' After fundry arguments of the fame nature, the 
queftion was determined againft the hearing of the 
inemorial, by forty*five Peers, to twenty-five. 

Such was the iflue of the efforts made by oppo^ 
lition in'favour of the applications from New York* 
Niimbers of people conficjered them as a ground^ 
^poh which to fcrrm a reafonable expectation of 
■coming to fome decifive agreement with this C(h 
lony ; which might probably lead to a general treaty 
with all the Colonies. By fuch means only it feemed 
likely* at prefent to bring about a reconciliation. 
• When the r^jedion ofthefe applications in. both 
Houfes was announced to the public, a great part 
of the nation .exprelfed the higheft difcontent. They 
now looked forward with deje^ion and forrow at 
the profpedt of mutual deftrudtion that lay before 
them^ and utterly gave up all other cxpedations^ 
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CHAP. XIL 

^-anja^hns in America. -^Preparations fot war — 
■ Differences between the Congrefs and the Province 
' of New Tork. — Proceedings in maffachujj^t% — Affair 
"' 0t LexingtonnT^BoJon blockaded. 

. 4 . . .... 

WHILE Great Britain was preparing to en* 
force her decrees by force of arms, Ame* 
ilea was making ready to refift them in the fame 
manner. The unanimity of Congrefs, and the 
refolution with which that body feemed animated^ 
communicated itfelf to the whole continent. 
' The temper of the Americans on this occaiion^ 
was an objed: of univerfal aftonifhment. Their town 
meetings and provincial aflemblies, fpoke unani-^ 
moufly the language of men who were determined 
to do, and to fuffer every thing fooner that yield 
to the authority that was claimed over them. 

In this determination all ranks and denominations 
equally concurred. Poor and rich vied with each 
other who ihould encounter hardihlps and mortiii* 
cations with moft conftancy. The rich gave up the 
luxurious and eafy life they had hitherto led ; and 
the poor willingly fubmitted to a retrenchment of 
thofe comforts wHich their induftry and labour ufed 
to procure them. 

This feafon of univerfal diftrefs, exhibited a 
firong proof of what human nature is able to pom-* 
pafs, when taken up with the purfuit of what has^ 
ftrongly excited its paffions. Content and chear« 
fulnefs appeared in the face of all people, however 
difagreeable their condition appieared when con* 
trafted with what it had lately been.^ The ^ idej^ of 
having laid the foundation of that gpvemmctit, b^ 

S ^ which 
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which the principles were fo dear to them, infpired 
the leading men with fatisfadtlo|i at their paft pro« 
ceedings ; and the tonfideuce witW which the infe* 
rior clalfes relied upon the abiiiries of their rulerf 
to overconie all obftrudtions, induced, thfjm to 
bear with patience the prefcnt evils, in hope of 
t)6ing amply recojppenfed in due time^ by the tvo 
joyment of eafe and tranquility upOn their owa 
terms. 

A great and powerful diiffufion of public fpirit 
wois cieated by the diffi(i]uUi0s in ^hiii% Amft'KBi 
wa& |iow inyolved ^ and without adverting i^ the 
juftice or badn^fs of thek cdufe» a luibte ftrain of 
genecofity and mutual fu»part was vaiiN^erfaUy ex* 
er ted throughout the whole comijients. . . 

The people in the mean time had conceived ^n« 
|uine expe<ftatron$i that the petitions . tianfn^tted 
•rom Cotigrda to the King would be attended with 
happy efFefts. They looked upon thtf: addrefs to 
the Britilh nation as Gonceived in futh tenna^ as 
llvQuld influence it in their favour. It was affec* 
tionate^ yet firm and n^nly : it fliowed a difpofi-ji 
tioq to friendfttip and reconciliatioa, and yet dif» 
played a fpirit utterly averfe to fervility ; and though 
it exprefied an abhorrence of paflivc fubmiffion, it 
no leis declared a willingnefs to pay a reafbnablo 
♦nd legal obedience, • 

Sucn wa$ the opinion emertainfcd by the Ame9 
ticans of the memorial penned by Congrefs to the 
people of Great Britain. 

Whatever might be the fecret views of fome of 
the principal a^ors in thefe commotions, an infi^ 
nite majority of the Americans afpired at no more 
than wh9t their public declarations contained, Thia 
they confideredas their juft and lalwful rights, ^f 
which they would not fufFcr a denial, and whidir 
they thought themfelves authorized to afiert imd to 
obtain by iv^ry means i^cy could employ^ 

But 
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I VMt tbat which th^y all eftecoi^d the prkcipal 
^ in^ans pf inducing Great Britain to comply witji 
^ thcu wilhes^ was tkc firm and determined union of 
America^ the fpirit witii which the Congrers had 
afted. and the vigorous proceedings that weretak- 
: wag-^acein every colon v. 

It w^s chiefly from the£e hopes^ which appeared 
to them well founded, that they did not think it ad- 
^ vifable to pifoceed to any more a^ive nieafures at 
J dip prefeat* .Tbe^ftance from Britain; the time 
: and difficulties xk^ would interveiae in the raifing 
. gnd transporting from thence a body of troops fu£- 
.(cient lor fo f^reat an attempt as the fubjugation pf 
. America, quieted their apprehenfions for the ge- 
.n^ral fafety. Were any meafures pregnant with 
. fnuch danger to be in agitation, (hey relied upon 
timely intelligence, and could, in that cafe, rea- 
,'<lily put themfelves in a pofture of defence, 

. Such were the ideas of the generality ; but the 
.more intelligent were of another opinion. The 
firmnefs with which miniftry had rejedied, and {till 
continued to rejedt ^11 overtures on the, fide of oppo- 
iicion, that did {^ot coincide with their plan, feemed 
a convincing proof, that nothing ihort of fubmif* 
. iion to the a<^s of Parliament which were the fub- 
jedt in contention, would fatisfy the ruling powers 
in Britain. A determination to be obeyed was now 
the final refolve of the Britilh Parliament ; no lefs 
than a refoiution to refufe obedience was that of 
Congrefs. 

In that perfuaiion, thofe who were at the head of 
American affairs, judged it indifpenfibly rcquiiite 
ferioufly to prepare for the word ; without tranf- 
greffing, however, thofe boundsof moderation which 
they had adopted in their public declarations, and 
within which they thought it proper to keep, until 
they were compeUed by events to aft otherwife« 

S 4 Purfujiiit 
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Purfuant to this intent, the militia was trained 
every where with great affiduity ; and all thdfe 
parts of exercife were peculiarly taught theni^ 
which, by the beft judges in thofe matters, were 
cfteemed the moft effential. 

Thefe ideas and refolutions were confirmed, upon 
receiving information that arms and warlike ftores 
were forbidden, by proclamation, to be exported 
from England to America, This left them rici 
longer in doubt concerning the real intentions of 
the Britilh miniftry, and' they immediately ufed 
every exertion to fupply all deficiencies of that kind. 
To this purpofe gun powder mills and manufa&o- 
fles for arm^ were ereded in Pennfylvania and Vir- 
ginia ; and every encouragement was given them 
that could be afforded in their prefcnt circum-^ 
fiances. 

The fpirit of refiflance continued in the mean 
while to aftuate the people of M^achufet as pow^ 
erfuUy as ever, General Gage h^d ifiued a procla- 
mation againft the authority afiumed by the Pro- 
vipci^l Congrefs of that Colony ; but it was totally 
difre^rded. The people coniidered themfelves as 
abfolved from all further obedience to Britiih go- 
vernment, and were entirely guided by the refolves 
of that Affembly. 

A regular form of correfpondence was now fet- 
tled between Congrefs and the Provincial Meetings, 
by means of which the meafures and motions of all 
the Colonies were univerfally diredte^* 

The fituation of Bofton was daily becoming more 
€irittcalt ExprelTes w^e continually arriving from 
that place, which reprefented it to be in^ the greateft 
ftreighti and difficulties, from the fuperiority <xf 
the enemy that was in poffeffion of it, and the Uttle 
likelihood of beipg able to expel him. Fromi the 
natural ftrength of its fituation, an4 the additipnai 
vrorks.whic^ were i^qw co|nplete4:| i( ^9S be- 
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cdme too ftrong to be forced by any fudden lOtack, 
and would require a regular fiege to be taken* The. 
harbour and bay vrefe occu^ed by a fliong Iquadron 
of men of war, which left no expedition cf relief 
on that fide. The town was abfolutely at the dif« 
cretionof the garrifon ; and the inhabitants might 
he considered as imprifohed, and liable to be made 
anfwerable for the behaviour of the Province at 
large. * 

Various expedients were fuggefted on this occa- 
iion, in order to extricate the people of Bofton from 
^heir difficulties, and thereby prevent fo large a 
fiumber of individuals from remaining in the hands 
of the enemy^ It was fifft propofed to remove the 
Inhabitants $ but this w^s impradiicabie without the 
conlentof the Governor, who would foon perceive 
the drift of itich a meafure, and zA the more care- 
fully for their detention. The next propofal was, 
to put a valuation upon> the houfes and elfedts of 
the inhabitants, fet nre to t:,e town, and indem- 
nify the proprietors. But th^ , upon examination, 
proved no lefs difficult to accompliih than the for- 
mer. It Was tKerefore deemed mofl prudent to truft 
tattttie. and' opportunities, and to wateh for both 
with the utmoft vigilance: adtual force appeared 
yet premafiire, and might produce much milchief 
without anfwering the end in view» 

Numbers of the principal inhabitants had, by this 
tioie, quitted the place ; fome from motives of dif^ 

fuft, at their confinement $ others from apprehen* 
ons of hoftilities ; and no few from fegr of being 
called to account for their aiftiyity during the late 
difturbances* 

The garrifon, though not unptOvided with abfo«- 

}ute nece^ries^ could not expeA to be fi^pplied 

with any refremments or cooveoiencies froin a peo^ 

t^le X0 whopi their jprefen^e was fy odious^ and who 

" * ■ . : Viewed 
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viewed th^m as the inftruriients of tyranny , and the 
immediate caufe of the tniferies they wer^emluring;^ 

After the diffodutiofi of the Provincial Cpogrefs 
of MaCachufety -th^ friends :0f the . Britifb govern* 
ment met iii feveral places^ ^.th^ inftigation of the 
Gk)vernor,.io order to.jry what intereft remained to • 
JBritala iu that Colony; Jnit the trial was very un- 
. fatisfadtwy : few were thofe;\^o gjiye. them any 
countenance. After fome inefFedlual affociations 
and refolves, Htf oppofittqn to the Provincial meet* 
ing, they, foijind.themfely.es unable to tefift the fu- 
perior influence of ttee contrary party: .mimbeis 
overpow.ered them ewyy 5vhcf e ; and th^y were ohh 
liged to give up all hopes of counterafiing them. 

In the mean time, the proclamatioil forbidding 
the exportation of military fiores to America, bad 
begun to operate throughout the Qoiomes in the 
moft decifive manner, I They not only betook them* 
felves to the fabrication of arms^ ind the maaufac- 
turing of ^powder, but in fome of them they pro^ 
ceeded .io far, as to feize on the artillery and flores 
belonging government* •> : ! • 

Newpprt, the capital of Rhode Iflaad, wa3 the 
place .^h^e. thefe proceedings fir ft cotamenced.'-'^ 
Forty. pieces of cannon, mounted o» . the batteries 
that pjptcfted the harfciour., were carried oiF by the 
inhabitants. The captam of a man of war, having 
waited updn the Goi^crriior, who in that Province is 
chofen by the Aflembly, to inquire into the cwfe 
of fuch a. proceeding, waa explicitly told, that the 
pople had feiz«d them, that they might not be 
ufed agamft themfelves. by the Britifli forces ; and 
that they intended to employ them in their own de> 
fence,^againft any cme that ftould attack them. . 

After taking this meafure, the AffembLy met, and 
agreed that arms and warlike ftpres fliould be piir-? 
chafed with the public naoney, RefolutionsL wejrj 
pafled fpr training the inhabitants, and every man 
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was exhorted to prepare himfelf for a vigorous d^ 
fence of the rights ami liberties of his country* .. 

The Colony of New Hampihire had hiti\ertp 
«£ted with great moderation during thefe difturb- 
ances ; but on receiving intelligence of the procla,- 
xnation above-mentioned, and of the proceedings 
in confequence of it at Rhode Ifland, they rcfolved 
to imitate them. . A large body affembled accord- 
ingly, and feized on a fmall fort, containing fouic 
artillery and powder. This happened in the month 
of .December, feVenty-four* 

. On the arrival of the King's fpeecb, upon the 
opening of the new Padiament, and the addr^ffes 
to the throne voted • by fuch prodigious majoi:ities, 
the ipirit of refiftance grew ftronger than ever.-— 
They had indulged themfelves with an expedbation-, 
that refledling on the calamities ^nd dangers that 
jtinU neceffarily accompany coercive meaiures, the 
people of Britain would in their ^ledtion of the new 
members, have iniiiled upon peace and reconcilia- 
jtion with America. But when they faw how deci- 
iively fuperior .that party was which had refolved 
upon thofe mcafures, all their hopes of accom- 
modation entirely vanilhed, and their whole atten- 
tion was turned to the means of oppofing force with 
force* 

But notwithftanding thefe holtile appearances^ 
therd was ftill a large number of individuals who 
earneftly defired a pacific fettlement of thefe unhap- 
py differences. A convention was held in Penn? 
fylvania, which declared it to be their fervent wilh 
to avert impending calamities, by a reftoration of 
harmony between Great Britain aiid her Colonies ; 
and that they were ready to ufe their warmeft endea* 
vours to that intent. But this difpofition^ however 
lincere, was accompanied with an avowal of their 
refolutipn to take up arms in defence of what they 
d^msaxded as their juft rights, in cafe the Britilh 

a4mi« 
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adminiftration ihoiild proceed to ads of violenc^^ 
in order to enforce fubmiifion to the ad;s againlt 
which they had remonftrated. 

Conformably io this declaration, an unremitting 
affiduity was recommended in the profecuticm of 
thofe manufactures necejGTary for their internal fub*. 
fiftence, as well as their defence: among which 
fait, gun-powder, fleel, and falt-petre, were par- 
ticularly mentioned. Similar meafures were adopt* 
cd in the other Colotiies. 

There was however one exception to this general 
affotiation againft Great Btitain. The Colony' of 
New York, in the Affembly held previous to thfc 
loth Jan. rejed:ion of its remonftrance, refufed it& 

*775- concurrence with the refoluti(His of the 
Continental Congrefs, and determined for an ap- 
plication to the King and Parliament, in the n\an^ 
ner that has been related. In this, it has been faid^ 
they were inftigated by private inlinuations from 
the friends to miniftry at home; who flattered 
themfelves, that the example of fo confiderable i 
Colony, would influence the remainder to an adop* 
tion of the fame condu&. To this intent ftrong 
afliirances were given that countenance would be 
ihown to their addreffes; in which cafe they would 
have the honour of being the firft mediators of 
peace and reconciliation between the parent ftate 
and her Colonics/ If there w^s apy truth in* thii 
report, the event fliowed they were greatly de- 
ceived, 

In the beginning of February, feventy-five, the 
Provincial Congrefs of Maflachufet met at Cam* 
bridge^ according to appointment* The Deputiei 
who compofed it, were men profefledly known to 
be determined to carry the oppofition againft the 
Britifti miniftry to every length. None but fuch would 
have met with eledors in the Province at this time ; fa 
itrohg wa^ the inv^t^racy to the fi^h^ines purfued ki 
• ' England. 
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England refpeding the Colonies, and the hatred en* 
tertained for thofe who abetted them ! 

The firfl: public aft of this Affembly was to in- 
Ibnn the people, that the temper of miniftry and 
Parliament accorded in every meafure that was 
planning for the deft ruft ion of liberty in America; 
and that there was every reafon to fear that all pe- 
titions and addreffei to the ruling men in England 
would be received with difdain. A powerful rein- 
forcement of troops and Ihips of war was daily ex- 
pefted, of which the deftination was againft this 
Province in particular, whofe warmth and aftivity 
in the common caufe, had it feems, marked it out 
as the firft objeft of Britifti refentment. 

They now therefore called upon the people to 
make good their determinations to adhere manfully 
to each other in the defence of their common free- 
dom, and to behave in a manner that fliould teach 
iheir enemies they had not degenerated from thofe 
brave anceftors who had fet them the example of 
laying down their lives for the liberty of their coun- 
try. They reminded them in the moft prelling 
lerms, of the neceffity of applying diligently to 
the perfefting themfelves in the ufe of armsj and 
military difcipline. 

Among other military inftitutions adopted at 
this time in New England, there was one which 
deferves particular notice : — A number pf the moft 
aftive and expert among the militia were chofen 
out, whofe bufinefs it was to hold themfelves in 
perpetual readinefs to be forth-coming at the fii-ft 
lummons of their officers : hence they were called 
Minute-men: to do themjuftice, their fubfequcnt 
eonduft fully juftiiied the appellation* 

The feafon was now approaching for the Colonies 
to meet in Congrefs. Notwithftanding the evident 
k)fs of all its authority in America, the Britilh go- 
yemmept ventured to iffu^ a circular letter tiirqughf 

out 
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out the Colonies, prohibitliig uijder the ufual pe- 
nalties, the people from allembling together for 
the eledlion of deputies to that meeting. But thi» 
effort of adminiflration was uielefs ; the eleiftiond 
were carried on every where with tbe^utmofi fpirit 
and alacrity, ■ 

During the winter of feventy-four, there was a 
ti^lerable ftate of trwquility in the Colonies ; butic 
was rather a fufpeniion of the deiigns in agitation, 
than any real quiet. The knowledge of what wa» 
tranfadting in Ehgland had too much forwarned the 
Americans of what was to follow, to leave their 
minds at reft. Publications were daily appearing, 
wherein the conduft of Great Britain was defcribed 
as tyrannical and impolitic in the extremeft degree ; 
and what was more opprobrious, has enflaved herfelf- 
by the venality and bafenefs of a proftituted rnajo^ 
rity in Parliament, to the views of an ambitious 
miniftry, deluded by falfe information into errone- 
ous meafures, and intending to ere& an arbitrary 
fyftem of government at home upon the ruins ot 
liberty in America. 

In conf^quence of fo atrocious a defign, the Bri- 
tish nation was fummoned to rife in its own defence, 
as well as in that of America ; and not weakly to 
Ihut its eyes to a danger, that could not threaten 
the one without threatening the other. If the blow 
. now aimed at America Ihould bring her to the 
ground, — ^beware, faid they;-*-let Britain look to 
herfelf ;— the next blow is deftined for her ! — In- 
ftead of wifhing for fuccefs to the arms of her mi- 
niftry, Ihe ought. On the contrary, earneftly to fup- 
plicate for defeat and deftruftion to them. 

Such was the ftile aflumed in pamphlets,' newf- 
papers, and common difcourfe among the genera- 
lity of people throughout the Colonies > they con-* 
fidered themfelves as about to contend not for Ame* 
rica alone, but the whole Brkifti nation; accn- 
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iii^ it, at the fame time, bf not deferving any pro- 
teAors 6( ^ conftitution, the defence of which thejr 
^andoned ia fopufiUanimous a manner. 

All things were now haffily tending to that crlffs 
which wa^ daily expefted. The queftion ndw feem- 
ed offly in what manner -hoftiiities Ihould begin,— 
The- troops ki Bofton were tired of being cooped up 
within a t6wn, while their conimiflion was to Turing 
ft whole country tq obedience. They held the na- 
tives in contempt, and looked upon their military 
meetings; with icorn and derifion. 

The people of Maffachufet, on the other hand. 
Were fired with ihdigna&onat'the ideas entertained of 
them by the Britifh military,, and loudly protefted; 
that whienevet they both met fa'ce to face, it then would 
be feen whether the Americans wanted courage, and 
whether their antagonifts had any other foperiority 
over them than that of meer praftice and difcipline. 

Thefe reciprocal taunts added • frelh fuel to the 
animofity that aftuated each party ; and it was eafily 
forefeen that h'oftilities 'vtrere at no great diftance, 
and that when they broke out, they would be at- 
tended with much inveteracy and deftrudion. 

Towards the clofe of February, General Gag^ 
Feb. 26, received information that a number of fieW- 
^77S' pieces had been brought to Salem. Judg- 
ing from the proximity of that place, that fome hc^- 
tile defigns were in agitation, in order to prevent 
them in time, he difpatched a body of men to feize 
the cannon at Salem. On their m^rch they were 
obftruded by a river, over which there was a draw- 
bridge, which the people on the oppofite fide had 
drawn up, to hinder their paffing, and refufed to • 
let down, notwithftanding tlie commands and threats 
of the officer at the head of the detachment. Upon 
this refufal, a boat was feized by the militar}' to 
ferry them over j but the cotfntry people perceiv- 
ing their intention^ jumped into* the boat, and cut 

open 
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tpcn her bottom with axe»: this Occafioned ft 
fray between both parties, which would pro&^-» 
biy have ended fatally, had not a clerg3rman intef * 
|K>fed# He reprefented, on the one hand, to the 
JomxnaBding officer, the mevitabk confequence of 
ufing force, and advifed the people, on the other, 
Ihat as it was late in the day, and itnpc^ble from 
that reafbn for the milirary to execute the osAttt 
they were fent upon, to let the detachment pafs 
over the bridge without further oppofition. His 
advice was complied with accordingly ; and the 
military, after remaining fome time in pc^ffion of 
it, withdrew^ without being able to execute their 
orders* 

This tranfaiftion^ though of no ccMifequence in 
itfelf, difcovered the temper of the people ; and 
ihowe4 at the fame dme how little they were to 
l^e intimidated* Itfhowed, too, how difpofed they 
were to ruih to extremities, and how readily they 
;would do it on the firit provocation. 

The time came at laft that was to change theie 
preludes to hoftilities into more ferious fcenes, and 
^ realize thofe appiehenfions that bad fo loog hung 
over the minds of ail thinking men throughout the 
Britiih empire* 

^ . It was now far advanced in April, and it was not 
doubted that the people of MaiTachufet had formed 
a plan for aiftion. A large quantity of military 
ilores was colle&ed at Concord, a town not more 
than twenty miles difiant from Bofton, and where 
the Provincial Congrefs was held« On receiving 
this intelligence, a detachment was fentfrom Bof** 
ton in order to deflroy thefe (lores, and at the fame 
time, asitwasfaid, tofeizeon Mr. Hancock and 
%/lr. Adams, the principal directors of that Af-^ 
iembly. 

l*his detachment, under the command of Co)or 
nel Smith; and Major P^cairn, fet oiji( ff on^ Bofton 
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t A * fe WAR. iSa 

bAthe 1 9th. of April, before break of day, and 
proceeded with all cxpeditiort towards Concord, hop- 
ing to reach it before the country was alarmed. 
But notwithftaiiding the filence in which they 
marthed, and the precauti6^ of fecuring every one 
they met on the Way, they found, by the Continual 
firing of guns, and the ringing of bells in all the 
neighbouring villages,* that they were difcdv^ered!^ 
and that people of courfe were aflTeittbling from all 
fides. " 

They: arrived at Lexitigton about five in the 
morning, a place fifteen miles diftaflt from Bofton* 
The militia belonging to this town was exerciflng 
on a green adjacent to the road : an officer called 
out to them to throw d&wn their arms; anddifperfe: 
at the fame inftant fome ik^s, it is laid, were firM 
fram:a houfe* This occafiofled a difch^rge fronk 
our people, by which feveral of the itiilitia wer« 
killed and wounded. 

The detachment then proceeded to Coticoltd^ 
where they deilroyed the ftores acc^ording to theif 
orders* Here a^ikirmifliendied, when feverel wer^ 
killed on bot|i fides. 

The country now rofe upon therii- from ail pstifsi 
During the courfe of a long and very h6t day, tliey 
Were expofed to a continual, though irregular fi4<6j 
fupported with great vigour and refolution* In th^ 
retreat from Concord to Lexing^'on, afpstceoffiil 
miies^ tbey were purfued With the utmoft' fury by 
9 large body of the Provincials, and fired at in the 
2nean time from the houfes, walls, and otKei^ 
coTCrts* 

By the time the dfetachntent had reached Leximg^ 
ton, its ammunition was wholly expended. Here 
tbey had the good fortune to be joined by a confi- 
depable reinf<MX3eWent dnder L<^id Percy, fent ta 
their relief by General Gage^ from an appreheiifiortf 
irfvthe danger they were in- 

Vol. L No- 5- T Boftoo 



290 HISTORY OP THE 

Bofton lay, however, no lefs than fifteen miles 
. off. Harraffed already with the duty and fatigue 
.of the day, the troops had yet this laborious march 
to perform, furrounded by enemies whofe numbers 
increafed every moment ; who had the advantage 
of the ground^ and could advance or retire at wilk 
With all thefe difadvantagcs, the Britifh troops made 
good their retreat, and arrived at Bofton about fun 
fet. The ground they had meafured that day was 
above forty miles. 

Thus ended the memorable affair of Lexington^ 
famous for being the firft engagement wherein the 
blood of Britilh fubjedts was mutually fiied by each 
others hands in America. * . 

Notwithftanding it lafted a whole day, the num- 
ber of flain and wounded on the Britilh fide was no 
more than two hundred and fifty, and of prifoners 
about thirty ; a fmail lofs when the prodigious fupe- 
riority of the enemy is confidered. The fecret of 
the expedition had got vent : the whok country 
was in arms for forty m^iles round; and allthebeft 
markfmeh in the Province were prefent in the en- 
gagement. The lofs of the Americans,, in kiHed and 
wounded, was about fixty. 

The Britilh detachment did npt exceed two thou* 
fand men. They were excellent troops ; but they 
were confined in a narrow road, flanked on each 
fide, a great part c^ the way,j with ftone walls, low 
enough to fire over, and high pnougb to cover the 
aflailants from the fire of men, who were marching 
with all fpeed, and had not kifure to ftoop behind 
for any Ihelter, after giving their fire. Had it not 
been for two field pieces, brought with Lord Per- 
cy's detachment, tl\e flaughter muft have been much 
greater. As they were managed with great flcill 
and adiyity, they reprtfled not a little the impctu- 
'ofity of the Americans, 

T* 
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^To do thefe juftice, it fnuft be acknowledged that 
in this firft trial of their courage and military pro- 
"sVefs, they behaved with great fpirit, and fully re- 
futed the charge of timidity, fo unjuftly caft upon 
them, 

Imputations of inhumanity wisre reciprocally made 
upon this occafion* But charges of , this kind are 
ufual in civil war, where hatred and rancour are al- ; 
ways more inveterate than between ftrangers ; but if 
there was any truth in them, it is probable there 
was far more exaggeration. Whatever might have 
happened in the heat of battle, after the adlion wa?f 
over, due fentiments of humanity took place ; and 
the prifoners and wounded were treated wifh civi-^ 
lity and care. 

The news of this erlgagement raifed the whole Pro- 
vince i crduds flocked from every diftridt, and Boftort 
was immediately furrounded on every fide. So eager 
Were the Provincials in their offers erf fervi(^e, that it 
was eafy for their chiefs to cojleft numerous bodies 
of ch6fen men* They formed altogether an army 
above twenty thoufand ftrong. Their line of en- 
campment extended from Roxbury to Myftic, a 
fpace of about thirty miles, and was tolerably pro- 
vided with cannon. Their commanding officers 
were Colonels Ward, Pribble, Health , Prefcot, and 
Thomas, who, though they might not perhaps have 
figured at the head of an European, army, were men 
of undoubted bravery and refolution, and not un- 
adequate to the charge they undertook. 

They were joined foon after by a large body of 
ttoops fent from Corinefticut, under the command 
of Coflonel Putnam, an old American officer of not- 
ed intrepidity, and great experience. Hehadferved 
ik the two laft- wars, and diftinguilhed himfelf bjr 
feveral a&ibns, which required capacity as well ai^ 
KdioWi He placed himfelf in fuch apofition, as to 
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be able to ^^iFord timely fuccour Caany part of the 
troops before the town that might want it. 

Tne Provincial Congrefs was now removed ta. 
Watertown, about ten miles from Bofton. Here, 
they framed an addrefs to the people of Great Bri- 
tain, in which they entered into a minute detail of 
every circumllanee relating to the affair at Lexing- 
ton, and endeavoured to prove that the Britilh troops 
were the aggreflbrs both at Lexington and Concord, 
and had been guilty of many irregularities at both- 
places. They relied on the good fenfe and gene- 
rofity of the Britilh nation, for a fpeedy termination 
of evils, which mufl in the confcquence affedt. 
equally Great Britain and her Colonies. They ex- 
preffed unlhaken loyalty ; but ftill perfifted in de- 
claring the moft inflexible refolution never to fub- 
mit to any fpeciefs of tyranny. They folemnly ap- 
pealed to Heaven for the juftice of their caufe, for 
which they now had, and would ftill continue tq, 
lay down their lives. 

They next voted for the array and fupport of the. 
afmy, regulated the pay of officers and foldiers, and 
enaded rules fdr its good government. In order to. 
provjd^a fund for military expences, tjiey. voted a. 
confidgrable fum to b? iffuedin paper cur^ciicy, re- 
cej^vable as nwney, the payment of which- was. f(?-. 
cured on the public faith of the Provi»ce. 

Among a -variety of oth^r refolutions, they pafled. 
one^ by which they declared that General Gage was, 
by the late and preceding tran(a(Stions,. 4ifqual.ifie?d. 
fromafting in the ftation otGoyerrxor ;. that no far- 
ther obedience was due to him.; and that he ihouldt 
henceforth be. coafidered and tr-eaped as a. p{UbM^, 
cneiixy. ■ . . \' - • . > 

. As fooa as .the affair at Lexington wasrknqw^^i 
kindled wrath. and fury throug^U^,all^thj5jGolftai«e^ 
I)fotwithflanding they Iiad been long' prff are^r^^fof/ 
fyqh an event, yet it was recpved with^as much ap- 
parent 
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parent aftonilhment and indignation, as if it had 
been wholly unexpefted. It furnilhed them with an 
additional reafon to quicken their warlike prepara- 
tions, and to make ready for events of a iimilar 
nattire. 

But 'w^iat was of more confequence, it enabled 
them to reprefent themfelves as rtiore forrhidable 
than had been fuggefted by their enemies. The 
courage manlfefted in that engagement by the Pro- 
vincials, was now become the fubje£t of univerfal 
converfation : it excited a prodigious fpirit of emu- 
'ktion, -and infufed a degree of confidence to which 
they had not hitherto been ufed. * 

Thofe who had fallen in this aftion, were ex- 
tolled as the firft martyrs of public liberty : their 
names and families became objedls of refpedt and 
^veneration ; and they were pointed out as examples 
'ctf neceffary imitatit)h in the arduous conflift where- 
in America was now engaged. 

In the midft of this univerfal fermentation, plans 
df revenge againft Britain were framing every where. 
The heads and hearts of all people in the Colonies 
were equally warm upon this occafion ; and they 
•feemed, as it were, to vie with each other who 
ihould exhibit the moft violent proofs of refent* 
'ment. 
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7ranfaSlion$ at Bqfton. — Meeting of the Continental 
Congre/s at Pbiladelphia.-T^Its proceedings. — Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga furprized by the Amexicanf. 
'—Arrival of reinforcements at BoJon.-^A£lion i^t 
Bunker^ S Hill. — Confequences of the ^ebec ASt.-^^ 
Further proceedings of the Congrefs^'-^rAcceJion of 
Georgia to the American Confederacy. — GeneraJ 
fVaJhington appointed to the Chief Command of the 
American Forces^ 

THE firft mark of the public refentment of 
America^ was a total flop to the exportation of 
all provifions from their ports, This they knew 
muft bring infinite diftrefs on the Britiih iflands in 
the Weft Indies, whole only dependence for their 
neceflary fubfiftence, was on the importatiqns of 
that nature ffom North America. 

While they were thus univerfally intent on the 
means of profecuting their revenge, the concilia- 
tory propofitions, moved by Lord North in Parlia- 
ment, were brought to America. But this was no 
feafon for their reception : the people now enter? 
tained a rooted fufpicion of ^very pffer of that kind 
which came from England. 

The firft public body before which they were 
laid, was the Affembly of Pennfylvania. But here 
they niet with a total rejeftion : they were repre- 
fented as ^angerpus and unadequate to the wilhes of 
America. The feme opinion was adopted by the 
neighbouring Colony of Jerfey ; and, after tl^e ex- 
ample of thefe, they were entirely reje^eci every 
where. ' 

In 
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In the mean while, the Britifli troops at Bofton 
were clofely blocked up. They were cut off from 
all fupplies of vegetables and frefh provifions, and 
reduced to fubfift wholly on fait meat. The inha- 
bitants were in the fame condition. The Provin- 
cials were the more ftrift in the prevention of all 
fupplies, as they intended thereby to compel the 
Governor to permit the departure of the town's peo- 
ple, whofe number was too great to be maintained 
out of the ftores appropriated to the garrifon ; or 
to fuffer, ^t leaft, the women and children to de- 
part, according to repeated folicitations to that 
piirpofe. 

After much entreaty from the inhabitants, an 
agreement was at length concluded, by which they 
were to be at liberty to quit the place, and carry 
off their efFedls, on delivermg up their arms. They 
chearfuUy acquiefced in this propofal ; but after 
making this furrender, numbers were, to their great 
difappointment. Hill detained ; and thofe who had 
permiffion to depart, were obliged to leave all their 
efFefts. This reduced many genteel families to 
great indigence. The poor and the helplefs, indeed, 
were all difmifled. 

During thefe proceedings, the Continental Con- 

loth May, grefs met at Philadelphia. They be- 
^775- gan their feffion with refolutions to 
raife an army, and to eftabliih a large paper (Cur- 
rency to defray the public charges,, the Colonies * 
in their united capacity becoming fecurity for the 
payment of it in due time, in real money. 

They next adverted to the means of diftreffing 
Britain moft effectually in her American concerns. 
To this intent they ftridlly prohibited the fupply- 
ing of the Britifli filhery upon the Bank? of New- 
foundland, with any provifions whatfoever. Fully 
to effeft this meafure, all exportation was forbidden 
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to thofe .ColQiiies in America that HtlW r^m^ied iu 
'her fubjeftion. 

This was a proceeding wholly unexpcfted ii| 
England, It was feverely felt among the Britiih 
fettlements, and Ihipping, at Newfoundland. In 
order to prevent a real ^mine, many veffels were 
neceffitated to return hpme with all fpeed^ to fetch 
cargoes pf provifions for the fubfiftenc^ of the peo-i 
pie there. 

While Congrefs was occupied in this manner, it 
received the agreeable ne\ys, that the people of New 
York had determined to join with the other Colo* 
nies, and to adopt the refolutions they had taken, 
and the meafures they had concerted: againli. Bri-. 
tain. 

This Colony had long continued on a plan of 
moderation, in hopes of being able to bring abcu^ 
a reconciliation; but the affair at Lexington 
had now put an end to all fuch expeiftations, 
- — ^Upon receiving the news of that engagement, 
numerous affociations of the party ininiical to 
Britain, was immediately formed, by which the 
Provincial Congrefs was elefted. 

As the fituation of the city of New York lays it 
open to the fea, it was judged impra<flicable to |de- 
fend it againft a naval attack. For this reafon it 
was thought moft advifable, before the approach 
of a Britiih fquadron, which was daily expedtedu 
Xo fecure the military ftores, and to remove the 
\yomen and children out of all danger. After this 
departure of fp many individuals, whofe prefence 
would have incumbered them, the inhabitants pro-» 
vided for all other contingencies. In cafe they 
found themfelves unable to prevent the enemy froni 
taking pofleffion of the city, their final determinai? 
tion was then to commit it to the flames. 

Wlnle the Provinces on the fea coaft v^re pre- 
paring for their defence, the people in the inland 

fettlements 
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fettlements of tfec Northern Colonies .were not left 
occupied. Some adtive and r^efolute indiyiduaisj 
without waiting for <jrders, or communicating their 
dteiigns to their ruling powers', concerted together 
a plan^ which denoted the enterp'rifing fpirit that 
animated the Americans at that time : it was t5 
furprize Crown Poiat, Ticondemga, and the other 
forts that command the Lakes, Which form the 
line >©f ■communication between the Colonies and 
Canada. Several perfons, it is feid, formed the 
feme projeil unknown to each other, and fell in 
toother on their Way^ to execute it. 

The. principal i conduftors of this expedition, 
were*, Colonels Eafl»n and Alkn : the body under 
theit command coilfifted of two hundred and fifty 
men. At the headiof thefe they fet forward with 
great fecrecy and expedition, ' and haid the good 
luck toTurpri^e both the garrifons of Crawn Point 
and Ticonderoga, whifch fell into their hands with- 
out thp iofsbf a man on either fide. 

The.fci^ure they rryade on this occafion was veiy 
confidearafale : they found two huildred pieces of 
cannon, befide mbntatsl, and a large quantity of 
mrlicary ftores. They took two vefels completely 
equipped, and mateWalS in readkieft for the con- 
ftruftidn of others, ■ ' ' * ; * 

This foccefsfiil eiqfiedition gaVe to the Ameri^ 
cans entire coiwmarid of thofe importarit paflTcs 
for the poflfeffion of which fo hiucb Bririfli and 
French blood had beenlhed during the laft war. It 
was in its immediate <:onfequen<l:es, a heavy blow 
to the intereft of Great Britain; a?, Bofton except- 
ed, fine had not niow a fingle hold ieft het m the 
|:cv0lted Colonics, 

Tdwarcis the clofe of May, the lotog expcfted re-- 
inforcements arrived ^t Bofton, together with* the 
Generals Howe^^ Burgoyne, and Clinton, ail offi- 
cers 
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cers of approyed merit, and whofe behaviour in the 
laft war had juftly gained them much reputation. 

By thefe arrivals, the troops now formed a large 
and refpeftable body : both the officers and fol- 
dicrs were, without exaggeration, equal to any in 
Europe for difcipline and valour. From the cha- 
rafter of thofe who now commanded them, it was 
expedlcdthey would not long remain inadlive, and 
that their operations would not be confined to fo 
narrow a fcene as.Bofton. 

; It was become in fome meafure neceflai?y to ex- 
tend the quarter3 of the army, for fuch at prefent 
the forces in that place might be reputed. The 
Provincials boafted that they were befieging thofe 
who had been fent to fubdue them ; and as there 
was fome truth in this vaunt, it was incumbent on 
pur people to remove it. 

, Since the blockade began, fome ikirmilhcs had 
happened in the iflands that lie in Bofton Bay. They 
were occafioned by the endeavours of both parties 
to carry of the ftock upon them : the Provincials 
had the advantage : they burned in the laft, ah arm- 
ed fchooner, left aground by the tide, and which 
the crew, after Handing a heavy fire of mulketry 
^nd cannon, wer.6 obliged to abandon. 

It had been propofed immediately after the fight 
pi Lexington, toLead the Provincials onto Bofton, 
while their fpirits were animated, with the bufinefs 
of that day ; but this propofal was overruled by the 
confideration, that the ftorming of fufch a place 
would peceflarily involve in one common flaughter, 
l>pth the military and the inhabitants. 
, Other luotiyes had probably their fliare in this 
prevention. The number of Ihips of war and armed 
ycffels of all -denominations that furrounded and 
guarded the town on every fide, would have ren- 
dered fuch an attempt next to imprafticable. The 
troops were nym^rpvis enough for a defence ; and 

from 
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from their fkill and courage, added to the expefta* 
tion.of no quarter from an enraged etiemy, would 
have made a moft defperate refiftance ; they were 
well provided with ^artillery and ammunition, and 
knew p;erfedtly ho^w to ufe them. 

Thofe, on the other hand, who commanded the 
Provinci^als, did not care to expofe them to a rcr 
pulfe, which would probably have been attended 
with a dreadful llaughter. They had been witneft 
to the caufes that militated for them at Lexington, 
and were fe^fible of the difference between an. en- 
gagpment ^n clofe paffes, and narrow lanes, wher^ 
the enen>y they attacked was avowedly retreating^ 
and the facing of him on a ground he had chofea, 
.^nd where he flood prepared to fight : were the 
Provincials in fuch a confli<9t to be defeated, it 
ivould throw a damp on their ardour that would be 
followed by worfe confequences than the merclofs of 
m^n they would fufTejr on fuch an occafion : this 
jmight be repairi^d ; but the diminution of fpirit and 
alacrity, .they were confcious, was the greateft of 
all lofTes in war, efpecially to men jufl entered into 
that arduous career, whom tittle fuccefTes would 
animate, byt whpni fuch an overthrow would en* 
tirely difcqurage. 

While both parties at Boflon were flanding, a^ 
it were at bay, and watching each others motions, , 
tlje ContiqentaJ Congrefs was taking the mofl: vi- 
gorous mcafures, apd aftipg with a Ipirit that afto- 
nifhed all men who refiefted th^t they were but in 
j:he infancy of their exertions^ 

They boldly pafTed a refolution iimijar to that 
upon whjch the Britifh nation, a century ago, 
founded the Revolution. They declared that the 
pbligation of obedience to the Crown of Great 
Britain from the Colony of Maffachufet, be- 
Jpg diirolyed by the violation of its charter. 



/ 
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-the • people were legally at liberty to proceed 
ito the choice of a Houie of ReprefentatiVes^ and 
•4ft Council^ in conformity to the fpirit alid fubftanoe 
*cf.the charter thus violated. 

They pafled another refolution, by which they 
forbid the acceptance or negociation oY any bill 
-of exchange, ttote, or order of any BritiJSi officer or 
^gent) oif the fupplying them with money ; atttt 
'prohibited the furnifliing the Britifti army or navy 
.wkh pFOvkibfis, or demands of any kind. 
- In order to Wince how fecurely their protfedion 
^tod gratitude might be defended on by their frieAds 
lOnd adheteiits, and at the fame time iky Ihow ho^ 
^uch they cHfregarded the frowns and dif^ieafure of 
the Britifti; Cburt, they re-appointed Dcnftor Frank- 
lin Poftmafter*General in Atnertca, ah kjffice firom 
"which he had been 'Peittoved rn England, on acco\int 
of his adherence to the caufe of the Colohies. 

• On the twelfth of June, a proclamation was iffued 
hy- the Britilh government at Bofton, offering a par- 
4don, in the King's name, to all who laid down their 
^rms, and returned to their homes and occupations. 
Two perfons only were excepted, Mr; ^Samuel 
•Adorns, tnA, Mr. Johh Hancock, whofe gvilk was 
reprefcnted as too great and notorious to efcdpe pu- 
tiifhtnent. All who did not accept of this offer, or 

# *4k> affifted, abetted, or correfponded with them, 
were to be deemed guilty of treafon and rebellion, 
•^nd treated accordingly. By this proclamation it 
was decjarcd, thata^ the courts of judicature were 
Ihut, martial law fliould take place, till a due courfe 
of juftke eo^W be re^eftablilhed. 

♦ But this aft of government was as little regarded 
f» the pFeceding. • To convince the world how 
%rilly they were deterrtiined to perfevere in their 
TOeafures, and how fmall an impfeffion was made 
by the toenacos of Britain, Mr, Hancock immedi-* 

ately 
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ately after iiU profcriprion was chofen Pfefident o£ 
the Qmgrefs. 

The proclamation had no other effect than to pre>^ 
pare people^s minds for the worft that might fol-* 
low. The appellation of traitors and rebels, was 
now the moft honourable and fafe in America : fuch 
as were fufpedted of fidelity and attachment to Great 
Britain, were in faft the moft expofed to deteftatiori 
and danger ; and obliged, for the fake of perfonal 
fecurity, to diffemble their real fentiments. 

The reinforcements arrived from Britain, tha 
eagernefs of the Britiih military to, avail themfelvea 
of their prefent ftrength, and the pofition of the 
Provincials, concurred to make both parties diH-» 
gent in their preparations for aftion. It was equal- 
ly the defire of both : the firft were earneft to «xh 
hibit an unqueftionable teftimony of their fuperi** 
ority, and to terminate the quarrel by oce decifivo 
blow ; the others were no lefs willing to come to a 
fecond engagement, from a confidence they would 
be able to convince their enemies that they wouldr 
find the fubjugation of America a much more difii- 
cult taik than they had promifed themfelvcs. 

Oppofite to the northern Ihore of the peninfula 
upon which Bofton ftands, lies Charleftown, divi- 
ded from it by a river about the breadth of the; 
Thames at L9ndon bridge. Neither the Britiih^ 
nor Provincial troops, had hitherto bethought them-: 
fclves of fecuring this place. In its neighbourhood^: 
a little to the eaft, is a high ground called Bunker's** 
Hill, which overlooki and commands the whola 
town of Bofton, 

In the nigl^t of the fixteenfh of June, a party o£) 
tjie Pxovincials took poffeffion pf this hill, and: 
worked? \\'ith fo much induftry and diligence, thatl 
hy brcsK of i&y th«y had almoft* completed arre-t 
doubt, together with a ftrong intrcnchment, teach^i 
ing half a mile as far as the river Myftic to the 

eaft. 
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caft^ As foon as difcovcred, they were plied witii * 
heavy and inceflant fire from the Ihips and floating . - 
batteries that furrounded the neck on which Charles- 
town is fituated, and from the cannon planted on the > 
neareft eminences on the Bofton fide. 

This did not however pjrevent them from coi^B^?^. 
nuing their work, which they had entirely finifliei::*^ 
by mid-day, when it was found neceflary to td^ ;..; 
more effeftual methods to diflodge them. . "'f:^ 

To this purpofe a confiderable body was landcd^rr^ 
at the foot of BunkerVHill, under the command^ 
of General Howe, and General Pigot. The firft was^^ i 
to attack the Provincial lines, the fecond the re* ' 
doubt. The Britifli troops advanced with great in- , 
trepidity; but on their approach, were received' 
with a fire from behind the intrenchments, that 
continued pouring during a full half hour upoii 
them like a ftream. The execution it did was terri- 
ble : fome of the braveft and oldeft officers declared, 
that for the time it lafted, it was the hotteft fervice- 
they had ever feenl General Howe flood for fome 
moments almoft alone; the officers and foldiers about 
him being nearly all llain or difabled : his intrepi- 
dity and prefence of mind were remarkable on this 
trying occafion. 

General Pigot on the left, was in the meanl time 
engaged with the Provincials who had thrown them- 
felves into Charleftown, as well as with the redoubt,- 
and met with the fame reception as the right. 
Though he condudted bis attack with great Ikill and 
courage, the inceflant deftruftion made amctog the 
troops, threw them at firft into fome diforder, but- 
General Clinton* coming up with a reinforcement, 
they quickly rallied, and a,ttacked the works with ^ 
fuch fury, that the Provincials were not able to refift 
them, and retreated beyond the heok of land that 
leads into CharleftowB. • ^ 

This 
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This was the bloodieft engagement diiring the 
whole war. The lofs of the Britifh troops amount- 
ed in killed and wounded to upwards of a thoufand. 
Among the firft were nineteen, and among the laft 
feventy officers. Colonel Abercromby, Major Pit- 
cairn of the marines, and Majors Williams and 
Speniowe, men of diftinguilhed bravery, fell in this 
aftioh ; which, though it terminated to the advan- 
tage of the King's forces, coft altogether a dreadful 
price. 

The lofs on the Provincial iide, according to 
their account, did not exceed five hundred. This 
might be true, as they fought behind intrenchments, 
part of which were cannon proof, and where it was 
not poffible for the mufketry to annoy them : this 
accounts no lefs for the numbers they deftroy- 
ed, to which the expertnefs of their markfmen 
chiefly contributed. To render the dexterity of 
thefe completely effeftual, muikets ready loaded 
were handed to them, as faft as they could be dif- 
charged, that they might lofe no time in re-loading 
them, and they took aim chiefly at the officers. 

During the whole time of adVion, the Provincials 
were fupported by continual reinforcements ; thefe 
were clearly perceived by the numerous fpedators 
of this engagement, on the tops of houfes, and 
every rifing ground in Bofton. Thus when fatigued, 
they were relieved by others, who took their places, 
and renewed the fight with frefti vigour. In this 
manner it was computed, that firft ancj laft, up- 
wards of five thoufand Provincials were employed 
in the fcrvice of this day. 

The great llaughter occafioned on the left of the 
Britilh troops from the houfes in Charleftown, ob- 
liged them to fet fire to that place. The ^Provin- 
cials defended it fome time with much obftinacy,^ 
but it was quickly reduced to alhes ; and when de- 
prived of that cover, thfey were immediately com-^ 
pelled to retire. Th« 
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The valour difplayed by the Britifh troops ia en- 
countering and overcoming fo many obftrudionj, 
did them the higheft honour in the opinion of aU 
impartial men. The intrenchments caft up by the 
Provincials, though the work of a few hours^ were 
contrived with great ftrength and judicioufnefs ; 
and to do them juftice, they did not forfake them 
till after a very gallant refiftance. 

The man whofe fall was mod lamented among 
the Americans, was Doftor Warren, a phyfician, 
he was a gentleman in high reputation for his elo- 
quence, and various abilities; he was oae of the 
principal and moft aftive members of the Conti** 
uental Congrefs in the preceding year, and was at 
this time Prefident of the Provincial Congyefs of 
Maflachufet : he commanded the lines of Buijker^r 
Hill as a Major-general on that memorable day^ and 
took his ftation in the redopbt facing Gfeneral 
Pigot's attack. He fell bravely at the head of his 
men, juft as he was' pointing to, and reminding thofe 
slbout him, it is faid, of the mottos infcribed on 
the American colours planted on their intrench* 
tneiits;~^oa one fide of which were thefe wor4s :— • 
** A» Appeal to Heaven :" and on the other the fol- 
lowing — ^^ SImI tranJiuUij ftijiinet :'* Meaning, that 
the fame Providence which brought their aneeftors 
to America, would now fupport their defcendaats^ 

But notwithftanding the honour of the day re- 
mained to the Britilh troops, the Americans boafted 
that the real advantages were on their fide* Theyj 
Jiad, faid they,, fo much weakened their emmifcs in 
this engagement, as to put an . eiHixe ftop. tb tbek 
operation^. Inftead of coming forth, and fn»pmv- 
ing, their pretended viftory, they did not dajx; td 
venture; out of the treqcliea and fof tificatiotts theyf 
had conftruifted rownd -Boft^ny . ; . 

TJie only appar«.t benefit gained 'by the^ ^00^^ 
was. that they k^pt poffefli^of th^groujjri'wlter^ow 
. . ' ehfliskitowsil 
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'Charlesllown had flood ; they fortified it on every 
fide^ in order to fecure themfelves from the fudden 
attacks that were daily threatened from fo numerous 
a force as that which now invefled Boflon. 
' But this enlargement of their quarters, though it 
contributed to render their confinement lefs irk* 
fome, added not a little to the military duty they 
were obliged to go through, and in fa& doublea 
their fatigues at a ies(fon, when the heat rendered 
them more painful than at any others Thefe, toge- 
ther with the want of freih' provifions, occafioned 
touch illnefs among the foldiery. 

The Provincials, on the other hand, to convince the. 
troops how little their fuccefs had availed them^ 
raifed ihtrenchments on a height oppafite Charles* 
towji) intunating to tjiem that they were ready 
for another BunkerVHill bufinefsj whenever they 
thought proper^ and were no le& willing than they 
to make another trial of fkilL 
^ In expe(ftation of another attempt of the like na* 
ture, thfey covered the weakeft parts bf their eii* 
campment with flrong redoubts, and extended their 
' works clofe to thofe that had been erefted by the 
garrifon on Boflon Neck, where they attacked and 
DurDt a guard-houfe* 

Their boldnefs increafed to a degree that afto^ 
niihed the Britiih officers, Who had unhappily been 
ta\aght to believe them a contemptible enemy, averib 
to the dangers of war, and incapable of the regular 
operations of an army* The fkirmiflies were now 
renewed in Boflon bay. The neceffities of the gar-^ 
rifon occafioned feyeral attempts to carry off the re^ 
maining flock of cattle, and other articles of provi- 
fion they might contain* But the Provincials, who 
w'ere better acquainted with the navigation of th^ 
bay, landed on thefe iflands, in Ijpite of the precaU'% 
tlons of the humsrous fliipping, and deftroyed or 
t:irried off whatever could be of any ufe : they even 

Vou 1. No. 5. U ventured 
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ventured fo far as to burn the Kght-houfe fitiratc4 
at the entrance of the harbour^ aud afterwards made 
prifoners a number of workmen that had been fent 
to repair it, together with a party of marines that 
guarded them* 

Mean while, in order to remedy the diftreffes 
under which the garrifon andihipping began jointly 
to labour, armed veflels were fept out, that made 
prizes indifcriminately of all the coafting craft laden 
with proviiions that came in their way. The cre>\'^ 
fometimes landed in queftt, of neceiTaries, but they 
met with great oppoiition^ and were fometimes driven 
-back by the country people. Thefe proceedings 
occafioned much animofity oh both fides. 

Another caufe of difcontent, ' was the feizure of 
fiiips fof breach of the regulations lately made, the 
owners making all pebble refinance on the one 
hand, and the fevereft cbmpulfion being ufed on 
the other. Thefe unceaiing contefls produced many 
fcenes of mifchief, and the refufal o( compliance with 
the eftabltihed injunftions, brought heavy puniih- 
ments upon fome of the places on the coaft. 

While thefe tranfa&ions were taking place in the 
Britiih Colonies, the Province of Quebec began 
alfo to participate in the public difcontents : the 
a A which had been framed for the regulation of 
that Province, produced eflfedts far diflFercnt from 
thofe that had been expected from k. The majo- 
rity of the Canadians received it with the mod evi- 
dent marks of difapprobation, and cordiaUy united 
with the Britiih fettlers in that government, in re- 
probating it as tyrannical and opprefSve. 

It had been confidently expeded, that the good* 
, will and intereft of the French Canadians would 
have been entirely fecured, by thus replacing their 
government on its^ former fooling* Adminiftration 
had flattered itfelf that General Carlton, the new 
Governor, would have railed with aU facility, a 

munerou:^ 
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humetotis body of troops in that Provinfcej with 
which to co-operate with General Gage, Sb fan- 
.guine was that expeftation> that twenty thoufand 
ftand of arms, and a great quantity of military 
ftores, had been Ihipped to Quebec for that purpofe* 

But inftead of expreffing tHe leaft fatisfadlion at 
the frame of government tranfmitted to them from 
Great Britain, or any willingnefs to fecoiid the de- 
figns of miniftry, they feemed decidedly averfe to 
both* 

They were ftow, faidtheyj under thii goVertt* 
ment of Britain, and would demean themfelves 
peaceably and loyslUy ; but were total ftrangers to 
the nature of the difputes between that government 
and its American dependencies! and it would not 
become them to make themfelves parties in fuch 
difputes. Were the Governor to vaife the militia 
of the Province, they would obey him fo far as tcr 
defend it if attacked ; but would not march bey on4 
its precinds^ nor attack their neighbours. 

In this difficulty, application was made to the 
Bifhop to influence the people, through the refpe^ 
and deference they owed to his funftion and dig- 
nity, to a chearful aclquiefcence in the views of the 
Britilh govern tlient* He waf urged to ifTtie an epif* 
copal admonition to that end, to be read ia churches 
by the priefts to their parifliioners : but he tfeclined 
all compliance with fuch ameStfure, as cdntrary to 
the rules of the Roman clergjc* 

Sonie ecclefiaftics however wep^ fdund, wh6 ex* 
. erted themfelves in the fervice of government, but 
with very little effeft* 

The principal efforts were made on this oc- 
caiion by the Noblefle* As they reaped the 
chief benefit of the <i(fl, they thought themfelved 
bound in gratitude to manifeft their zearand at- 
tachment to thofe who framed it : they accordingly 
were ftrenuous in maintaining the neeeifity, as well 

U ^ %$ 
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as the duty, of not only paying a faithful ^nA entire 
obediienc€ to the laws enafted for the goverttmerft 
of the Colony, but .^fo of complying readily with 
the defires expreffed by their fuper iors. 

But the community at large ftood immoveabfe 
in their determination to remain ina ftate of perfcft 
tieiftrality between Great Britain and her Colonies* 
The truth was, that they had fufficiently experienced 
vthe fuperior advantages of a Britifli government, to 
be defirous not to relinquilh them. It was now al- 
ttioft fifteen years fihce the redudiion of that Pro- 
vince: they had during that fpace, been treated 
• iKrith fo much lehity, and had been fo much bene- 
- fitted by the increafe of trade and bufinefs of all 
fcfeiAs, that they were fully convinced it was their 
intereft to preferve theif ptefent, and to oppofe 
whatever had a tendency to oring them back to their 
foi-mer fituation. 

In this perfuafion> notwithftanding they paffively 
fubmitted to the foirm of government impofed upon 
them by the Britilh miniftry> they refufed to take 
an adive part in forcing their neighbours to a fub- 
miffion, which they apprehended might terminate. 
to their own detriment. 

Neither* is it improbable, that the more ihrewd 
Siiid thinking people among them might view the 
difturbances in the Brit ilh Colonies, as a motive to 
•^ induce the Britiik miniftry to treat them the more 
favourably, inordopto retain their allegiance, and 
to prevent them from accepting thofe offers of coali- 
tion which were held out to riiem by the Colonies. 

For this reafon it might chiefly be, that though 
they acquiefced in the arrangements made for their 
internal government, they did not incline to pro- 
ceed any further, and thought that by doitig this, 
they had fufficiently teftificd their fidelity, and 
ought not to be required to do any more* 

PoffiWy 
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Poffibly too, the argumensts that had been laid 
before them in the addrefs tranfmitted to them by 
the Colonies, might have produced fome efFedl, and 
gained over to thefe a number of partizans and 
well-wilhers among a people, who were now ac- 
quainted with, and began to relifh the Engliih max- 
ims of government. 

In default of the Canadians, hopes were enter-^ 
taincd pf engaging the various tribes of Indians 
that lie on the back-lettlements of the Colonies, to 
take yp arms in the caufe of Great Britain. Secret 
agents were employed for that purpofe, and larg^ 
pref^nts were made to their chiefs and leading men, 
with a view to win their concurrence. 

A ftrong and vigorous attack had been propofed 
on thpfe parts that lay moft expofed, as the moft 
fcafonable diverfion tlixt could be made in the pre- 
feat circum^ances of the Colonies : it would have 
farmed and thrown into. confufion a confiderable 
proportion of the Colonifts, and would have much 
weakened thofe efforts they were obliged tp make 
for their defence on the fea-coafts, where they were 
liable to be continually and clofely preffed in many 
quarters. 

But the endeavours of fuch as were employed on 
this occafion were not fuccefsful. The Indians 
were not by any means difpofed to hearken to any 
folicitatlons tending to hoftilities. They did not, 
faid they, underftand the nature of the quarrel; 
they were furprized that Englifhmen ihould apply 
to them for amftance againft each other ; they r^^ 
fpeded them all, and could not diftinguiih who wa$. 
in fault, whether thofe who dwelt in America, or 
thofe who lived on the other fide of the ocean ; they 
advifed them to be reconciled, and not to flied the 
blood of brethren ; it gave them ferious grief and 
toncerm to behold fuch enmity arnong them ; buc 
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as they knew not whofe caufe was juft, they would 
cfpoufe the lide.of ncithcTt 

Thefefecrct negotiations were very alarming to the 
Cpngrefs ; they knew the dangers that would arifo 
fxonx a war with th^ native Americans, affifted by 
the power of Britain ; they had lately experience^ 
bpw much mifchief they could do alone, The im* 
portance of a good underftanding with them in fo 
perilous a fituation as that of the Colonies awaken* 
cd all their attention to prevent a rupture. In order, 
if poffible, to obtain tneir good^wiU, they repre- 
fen ted to them, th^t the Engliih on the other fide 
of the water, had formed the wicked defign to en- 
flave th^m ; and that they had only taken up armi 
to defend their freedqpi: they hoped therefore, 
that as the qriginal patives of America were the 
freeft people upon earth, they would not affift \x\ 
taking away that liberty frompth^rs^i of which they 
were fo juftly fpnd themfelves. Were the Engliflx 
a^aiqft whom they were now fighting, to overcome 
their brethren in America, they wpu\d foqii make 
flaves of all the other people in that gpuntry, a^ 
they were become fo proud and haughty, that they 
would npt fufFer their commands tQ b? d^fobeyed^j 
however unreafonable and unjuft. 

With rpafonings of this kind the.eraiflaries pf 
Congreft found means to preppfl'efs in theii: favour 
the minds pf many of the principal Indians ; they 
fucceeded even fo faf, ^s to yepder it neceflTary for 
thofe who were employed on the part of the EngUih^ 
to cpnfuk their perfon^l Mcty by withdrawing 
thcmfelves, 

Having thus pvovided for the fafcty pf the weak-: 
eft parts of the Confederacy^ they were now at lei-» 
fure to Ippk forward with lefs anxiety, and tp pro-? 
fecute the refidue of thofe meafurcs, which would 
Ji^ye fuffered fo material an interruptiopj, had 
• the 
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the endeavours of Britain fucceeded in bringing the 
Indians upon them at this time. 

Articles of confederation and perpetual union 
were folemnly agreed upon by the delegates of the 
various Colonies/ alTembled at Philadelphia. They 
were framed, with great unanimity, on that repub- 
lican plan which flowed from the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the American confederacy. 

They bound themifelves and their pofterity, for 
their common defence againft their enemies, for the 
fecurity of their liberties and properties, their per- 
foiial fafety, and their general welfare. 

EsLch, Colony was to retain a complete jurifdic- 
tion within its own limits 4 to enaft laws and forms 
of adminiftration, and enjoy independent fove** 
reignty in all domeftic matters. 

For the more convenient management of general 
interefls, delegates were to be eledted annually in 
each Colony, to meet in Congrefs at fuch time and 
place as ihould have been agreed upon in the pre* 
ceding Congrefs. 

Wherie particular circumftances did not make a 
deviation necefiary, it was to be underftood as a 
rule, that each fucceeding Congrefs ihould be held* 
in a different Colony, till the whole number had 
been gone through, and fo in perpetual rotation. 

The power of Congrefs was to extend to the der 
termining upon war and peace ; the entering into 
alliances ; the fettling difputes between the refpec* 
tive Colonies, and the planting new Colonies where 
proper. 

The Congrefs was to make fuch general ordi* 
nances as appeared necelTary for the common wel- 
fare of the Colonies, and to which their particular 
aifemblies could not properly be competent ; fuch 
as the regulation of the common forces, and mat- 
ters of general commerce or currency. ^ 

U 4 It 
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It was alfo to bave the appointment of all officers, 
civil and military^ appertaining to the general coa-. 
^deracy ; fuck ^ Generals^ AcLoiirals^ AxtihiSkdoxs, 
and others in like ftitions. 

The charges of war, and all other expences in- 
curred for the public fervicc of the unicm^ were to 
be defrayed out of the cominbn treafury, which.was. 
to be fupplied by ea^h Colony in proportion to ita 
number of male polls, between fixteen and fixty 
years of age ; the t^xes for paying that proportion 
to be laid and levied by the laws of each Colony* 

The number of ^delegates from each Colon]^ 
was to be regulated by the number of fuch polls re-^ 
turned ; one delegate to be allowed for: every five 
thoufW poUs. . . 

At every meeting of the Congrefs,. one half of 
the meRibef Si exclufive of proxies, . iliould be ne* 
cefliry to make a quorum. If any dele^te was 
ib&nt, from neceffity, he fliould be.empowered to 
f^ppoint any Qther delegate, ffom.the Tame Goiony^ 
to vote for hina by proxy. ' 

i^ti executive council was to be appointed by 
Congrefs out of their C)wn body^ to confilt of twelve 
j)erfon$ ; four bf whom were annually to be replaced 
py four others. 

This couhcii, of whom eight wefe to be a quo-» 
^r\3fn, Was, in the recefs qf Congrefii^ to be 6n- 
failed with the execution of all the meafures it had 
fefolved uipqn; to have the jpanagement all of the 
<Contineiital bofinefs ^t hpiqe and interefts abroad ; 
to receive application from foreign c^ountDes j to 
prepare matters for the CQnfi4eratiQn of Congrefs ; 
to ^\\ v^p, in the abfence of that body^ »U publie 
pffices that fall vacant ; and to <iraw upon the trea- 
fury fcp: nfec^ary fervices. 

No Colony was to engage in offenfive war with 
^t^ Jndiw natiot^ wit^ut rapfent of Congrefe, . . 

The 
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The bound^ies and lands af all the Indian nations 
were to be afcettained, and fecured ta thcni^ No 
purchafes of knd to be made by private individuals^ 
nor even by any particuUr Colony hereafter, with-*- 
Out permiffion. obtained from Ccmgrefe. 

Ageats'wfere to be appointed by Congrefs to refide 
anskohgit the Iiviiaos in proper diftritts, whofe duty 
it was to be,, tb |>rev*ent: frauds and injuftice in the 
trade With them ; and who were, at the public ex* 
J)ence, to reKeve their perfonal wants ^nd dillrefles; 

This Ge»niiederation was to laft until the terms of 
reconciliation propofed in the petition of the laft 
Congrefs -to th« Ki^g> were agreed to, and the afts 
reftraining the ccwnmerceof Anierica repealed, till 
reparation was made fqr Ihutting up the port of Bo& 
tbn^ the burning of Cbarleftown, and the expences 
incurred by the war,, arid fill the Britilh troops were 
epftit^ly withdrawn from the Colonies* 

When thofe events took place, the Colon-ies %ert 
to jretwh ta thetr fonafter csonneftions arid friendihip 
with Great Britain ; but on failure thereof, the coaf 
fedei'attoft* vyay to be ^rpetual. 

SocK.waf the tjenor of the foederal union entered 
itttx^jKrith fo oittch watmth and readinefs by the Co^ 
lonies^ It was plain by the ftile and ilnanner they 
adopted ijt> the wording of it, that they looked upon 
a rtcctociiytati^n with Great Britain ^$ a very douh't* 
fwl events 

The fcaion at Banker's Hill had filled the Amew 
ricans with much higher notions of their ability to 
jefift.rfbe* efforts of Great Britain than they had ever 
entertained^ Notwithftanding the noted bravery of 
fho Britifli troops, they had found means to fact 
them in fa manner, which, though it did not place 
them jupon a full equality of valour and difcipline, 
yetiho^vcd that they were a formidable enemy ; and 
that they, knew bow tp make the moft of every ad- 
Vjintage^ 

This 
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This perfuafion, which was certainly well founds 
cd^ animated them toafurpriiing degree^ and was 
a circumftance which operated with great force in 
all their deliberations: thofe of Congrefs^ itfelfy 
took a bolder turn from this period. They had 
from thp beginning been refolute and firm ; but 
they now alTum'ed an ardour and decifivenefs, which 
indicated that they felt their ftrength, and were en- 
tirely confident, that by exerting it vigoroufly, they 
fliould be able to furmount all difficulties, and would 
not fail, with perfeverance, to obtain the end pro- 
pofed. 

In this temper of mind they began to weigh the 
progrefs and adual ctrcumftances of the caufe for 
which they were contending, and came to a, deter- 
'mination, that after what had paiTed, an explicit 
?md formal avowal, and juftification of what they 
had done, and intended to do, was pro|»er and ne^^ 
tceflary^ 

' To this intent they publilhed a declaration, fet* 
ting forth the caufes and necefiity of their taking 
up arms, and refilling, by open force, the atitho^r 
rity and the government of Ghreat Britain* This 
declaration was conceived in terms remarkably 
pointed and ftrdng. 

i *' Were it ppAble,*' faid they, " for men who exer* 
cife their reafon, to believe that the Divine Author 
of our exiilepce, intended a part of the human race 
to hold di^ ibfolute property in, and unbounded 
power over others, marked out by his infinite good*' 
nefs and wifdom as the objects of a legal domina- 
tion, never rightfully refiftable, however fevere and 
oppreffive, the inhabitants of thefe colonies might, 
at leaft, require from the Parliament of Great Bri* 
tain fome evidence that this dreadful authority over 
them has been granted to that body. But a rever- 
ence for our great Creator, principles of huma- 
nity, and the diftate$ of common fenfe, muft con^ 

vince 
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Vincc all thofe who refledt upon the fubj^ft, that 
government was inftituted to promote the welfere 
of mankind, and ought to be adminiftered for the 
attainment of that end. 

^' The iegiflature of Great Britain, however, ftl- 
mulatedby an inordinate paffion for power, not only 
unjuftifiable, but which they know to be peculiarly 
reprobated by the very conftitution of that king- 
dom, and defpairing of fuccefs in any mode of con- 
teft where regard Ihould be had to truth, law, or 
right; have at length deferting thofe, attempted to 
efteft their cruel and impolitic purpofe, of enllaving 
thefe Colonies, by violence, and have thereby ren- 
dered It neceffary for us to clofe with their laft ap- 
peal from reafon to arms. Yet however blinded 
that Affembly may be by .their intemperate rage 
for unlimited domination, fo to flight juftice and 
the opinion of mankind, we efleem ourfelves bound 
by obligations of refpeft to the reft of the world, 
to make known the juftice of our caufe.. 
* *^ Our forefathers^ inhabitants of the illand of 
Great Britain, left their native land tofeek, on thefc 
fliores, a xefidenqe for civil and religious freedom* 
At the expenr:e of their bjood, at the hazard of their 
fortunes, without the leaft charge to the country 
from which they removed, by unceafiijg labour and 
an unconquerable fpirit, they efFefted fettlements in 
the diftant ai^d inhofpitable wilds of America, then 
filled with numerous and warlike nations of barba- 
rians. Societies or governments, vefted withper- 
ft& Iegiflature^, were formed under charters from 
the crown, an^ an harmonious intercourfe was efta- 
bliflied between the Colonies and the kingdom, from 
which they derived their origin, The mutual be- 
nefits of this union became in a fliort time fo extra- 
ordinary, as to excite aftonifliment. It is univerfaU 
ly confefled, that the amazing increafe of the wealthj^ 
jjfejigth^ an^ navigation pf the realm, atpfc from 

this 
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this fource ; and the minifter who fo wifely and fnc» 
cefsfully dircded the meafures of Great Britain in 
tlie late war^ publicly declared that thofe Colonies 
enabled her to triumph over her enemies. 

** .Towards the concluficn of that war, it pleafed 
our Sovereign to make ^ change in his councils. 
Prom that fataj moment, the afFaiis of the Britiih 
ctapire begaa tp fall into confufion ; and gradually 
flrdjing from the fummit of glorious profperity, to 
which they had been advanced by the virtues and 
abilities of one man, ar-e at length diftraded by th^ 
convulfions that now fliake it to its deepeft founda<- 
tions.. The new miniftry finding the brave foes of 
BritaiHi though frequently defeated, yet ftill con- 
tending, took up the unfortunate idea of granting 
theoi a hafty peace, and . of th^ fubduing hejr 
faithful friends* 

^^ Thefe devoted Colonies were judged to be iq 
fuch a ilat^, as to prefejiu: jvlftories without blood-* 
filed, and all the eafy eiw>luments 9f ftatutable 
plunder. The uuinterrrupted" tenor of their peace- 
able ancj IbJpeSful behaviouV from the begmning 
of their colonilation ; theii' dutiful, 'iealpus, and 
ufeful fef vices during thcr wir^ though lb recently 
and amply ac3cjnowledged in the mpft honourable 
manner by hisMajefly,by the late King, and by Parr 
liament, could not favethem from the meditated 
innovations. !Parliament was infli>enced to adopt 
the pernicious projeft ; a^d affuming a new power 
over them^ has^ "in the coyrfe oi eleven years, 
given fuch decifive fpecimens Qf the fpiritand con- 
sequences attending this powerj^ ^s ta leave no doubt 
concerning the effe<3:s of aQquiefeence: uader it/* 

*^ They have* under tajceu, to give ^nd grant owr 
money without our confent, though we have ever 
cxercifed an exclufive right to dilpofe of our own 
property. Statutes have been pafled for extending 
the jurildiftion of (^urts of Adrnixajty and Vice 

Adoiiralty 
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Admiralty beyond the» r ancient limits ; for depriv- 
ing us of the accuftomed and ineftimable privilege of 
trial by jury, in cafes affeding both life and property ; 
for fufpending the legiflature of one of the Colonies; 
for interdtdting all commerce to the capital of ano* 
ther, and for altering, fundamentally, the form of go- 
vernment eftabliihed by charter, and fecured by afts 
of its own legiflature, folemnly confirmed by the 
Crown ; for exempting the murderers of Colonifts 
from legal trial, and, in efTedt, from punifliment ; 
far erefting, in a neighbouring Province acquired 
by the joint arms of Great Britain and America, a 
defpotifm dangerous to oUr very exiftence ; and for 
quartering foldiers upon the Colonifts in time off 
profound peace« It has alfo been refolved in Pat- 
iiament, that Colonifts charged with committing 
certain offences, Ihall be tranfported to England to 
be tried. 

'^ But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in 
detail ? By one ftatute it is declared that Parliament 
can of right make laws to bind us in all cafes whatfo- 
ever : What is to defend us againft fo enormous— fo 
unlimited a power ? Not a lingle man of thofe who 
affume it, is chofcn by us, or is fubjeft to ourcon- 
troul or influence ; but on the contrary, they are all 
of them exempt from the operation of fuch lawff; 
and an American revenue, if not diverted from the* 
oftenfible purpofes for which it is raifed, would ac- 
tually lighten their own burdens in proportion as it 
increafes our$« 

*^ Wfe faw the mifery to which fuch defpotifm 
would reduce us. We, for ten years, inceffantjy and 
ineffeAually befieged the Throne as fuppUcants ; we 
reafone4, <ve remonftrated with Parliament in. the 
moft mild atid decent language ; but adminiftration, 
fenfible chat we fliould regard thefe oppreffive mea- 
{\xres » freemen ought to do, fent over fleets and 
anaies to enforce them. 

'' The 
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** The indignation of the Americans was roufecf^ 
it is true ; but it was the indignation of a virtuous, 
loyal> and affeAiodate people, A Congrefs of de-^ 
legates from the united Colonias, was alfembled at 
•Philadelphia on the fifth day. of lafl September^ 
We refolved again to offer an humble and dutiful 
petition to the King; andalfo addreffed our fellow 
fubjefts of Great Britain : we have purfued every 
temperate, every refpeAful meafure ; we have even 
proceeded to break off all commercial intercourfe 
with our fellow fubjedts, as the laft peaceable adr 
monition^ that .our attachment to no nation upon 
earth would fupplant our attachment to liberty : 
this, we flattered ourfelves, was the ultimate ftep 
of the controverfy ; but fubfequent events' have 
Ihown how vain was this hope of finding modera- 
tion in our enemies, 

^' Several threatening expreflionsagainft the Co- 
lonies, were inferted in his Majefty's fpeech. Our 
petition, though we were told it was a decent one, 
that his Majefty had been pleafed to receive it gra- 
cioufly, and to promife laying it before his Parlia- 
ment, was huddled into both Houfes amongft a 
bundle of American papers, and there negle&ed. 

*' The Lords and Commons in their addrefs in 
. the "month of February, faid that a rebellion at that 
time aftually exifled within the Province of Maf- 
fachufets Bay ; and that thofe concerned in it, had 
been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful 
combinations and engagements entered into by his 
Majefty's fubjedls in feveral of the Colonies ; and 
therefore they befought his Majefty, that he would 
take the moft effeftual meafures to enforce due obe- 
.dience to the laws and authority of the fupreme k- 
giflature. Soon after, the commercial intercourfe 
of whole Colonies with foreign countries^ was cut 
•ff by an aft of Parliament j by another, feveral of 
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tliem were entirely prohibited from the fiflieries in 
the Teas near their coafts^ on which they always de- 
pended for their fuftenance; and large reiniforce^ 
ments of Ihips and troops were immediately fcnt 
over to General Gage, 

" Fruitlefs were all the entreaties, arguments, and 
eloquence of an illuftrious band of the mod .dittin- 
guiflied Peers and Commoners, who nobly and ftrc- 
nuoufly afferted the jufticeof our caufe^ toilay, or 
even to mitigate the heedlefs fury with which thelc 
accumulated outrages were hurried on. Equally 
fruitlefs was the interference of the City of Lon- 
don, of Briftol, and many other refpedtable towns 
in our favour. 

Parliament is next reprefented by them, as in- 
tent upon the' pirofecution of meafures, calculated 
to fow divilions between the Colonies, in order 
to extort their . money from them, with more 
facility, *^ at the point of the bayonet,*' to ufc 
their own expreffion. The only indulgence left 
them, being that of raifing, in their own mode^ 
the prefcribed tribute. " What terms," add they, 
** more rigid, and humiliating, could have beea 
dictated by remorfelefs vidtors to conquered ene- 
mies ? In our circumftances to.accept them, would 
be to deferve them." 

The declaration then proceeds to accufe General 
Gage of having begun hoftilities, and to tax him 
with breach of faith in not fulfilling the conditions 
he had entered into with the inhabitants of Boftoo. 
They charged the military, at the fame time, with 
the burning of Charles Town, and committing other 
outrages without neceffity, and contrary to the laws 
of v^ar. . 

They reproach the Britifh government for ez>dea« 
Touring to inftigate the French inhabitants of Ca-^ 
nada, and the Indians, to fall upon them ; and for 

exerting 



320 HiSTOltYOF Tttfe 

exerting its utrnoft efforts to fpread among them the 
•complicated calamities of fword^. fire, and famine. 

*^ We are reduced," continued they, " to the 
alternative of chufitig an unconditional fubmif* 
lion to tyranny, or refiftancc by force. The lat- 
ter is our choice. We have counted the coft of 
this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful as vo* 
luntary flavery. Honour, juftice, and humanity, 
forbid us tamely to furrender that &eedom which 
we received from our gallant anceftors, and 
which our innocent pofterity have a right to re- 
ceive from us. We caqnot endure the infamy and 
guilt of refigning fucceeding generations to that 
wrctchednefs which inevitably awaits them, if we 
bafely intail hereditary bondage upon them. 

^* Our caule is juft, — our union is perfeA : our 
internal rcfources are great ; and, if neceiTary, fo- 
reign affiftance is \indoubtedly attainable. 

" We gratefully acknowledge, as fignal inftan- 
ces of the Divine favour towards us, that his Pro- 
vidence would not permit us to be called into this 
feverecontroverfy, until we were grown up to our 
prefent ftrength, had been previoufly exercifed in 
warlike operations, and poucffed of the means of 
defending ourfelves. 

" With hearts fortified with thefe animating re- 

'fleftions, we moll folemnly, before God and the 

world, declare, that exerting the utmofl: energy of 

' thofe powers which our beneficent Creator has gra- 

. cioufly beftowed upon us, the arms we have been 

compelled by our enemies to aflTume, wc will, in 

.defiance of every hazard, with unabated firmnefs 

and perfeverance employ for the prefervation of our 

liberties, being with one mind refolved to die free- 

-men, rather than, live Haves." 

* They next declare, that they mean not to diflblve 

.the union fo long fubfifting between Great Britain 

'jind the Colonics ; and that they have not raifed 

armies 
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annies with the ambitions defiga of eilablifliing inn 
dependent ftates« 

'^ We fight not/' proceed they, ^\ for gjbry^ or 
for conqueft : we exhibit to mankmd the remark^ 
able fpeiftacle of a people attacked by unprovoked 
enemies. They boaft of the^r privileges a^ civl* 
lization^ and yet proffer no milder conditions thaa 
iervitude or death. 

*^ In our own native land, in defence of the free* 
dom that is our birth-right, for the p.rate(ftion of 
our property, acquired by the honeft induftry of 
our forefathers, and our own, againfl violence ac-^ 
tually offered, we have taken up arms ; we Ihali lay 
them down when hoflilities ihall ceafe on the part 
of the aggrefTqrs, and all danger of their being^ re^ 
newed ihall be removed, — ana not before." 

They concluded by imploring Heaven to profper 
them, and to difpofe their enemies to reafonable 
terms of reconciliation. 

Such was the celebrated Declaration of Congrefs^ 
on their formally taking up arms again ft Great Bri- 
tain. It was dated at Philadelphia, the fixth of July^ 
1775, and fubfcribed by John Hancock, as Prefi-* 
dent of that affembly, and Charles Thompfon^ aa 
Secretary ; the firft, a man who had eminently fig* 
nalized himfelf in the American caufe^ having ex- 
pended a large proportion of an ample fortune in its 
fupport ; the fecond, a perfon of great knowledge 
and experience, and whom his abilities alone had 
raifed to the employment he now occupied, and fill-* 
cd, during the whole courfe of this conteft, with 
univetfal fatisfaftion. 

This Declaration was carefully difperfed through-* 
out the whole continent, and read in all publid 
meetings with the utmoft folemnity. 

It was received by the Provincial troops encamp- 
ed before Bofton with extraordinary applaufe. The 
publication of it was attended with great military 

VottL No.' 6, X pomf4f 
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pomp* It was read at Cambridge by the PrefideiW 
of the College^ in prefence of all the principal per-> 
ib|is of the Province of Mafllichufet, and at the lines, 
l)y the principal clergyman in the army, who ac- 
companied it with an animated adcjrefs to the fol-^» 
diei:s amd dfficers, and a folemn prayer for the fuc-; 
i^efs of the American arms* . - 

Nothing was more remarkable throughout the^ 
Whole^ of this unfortunate war, than the religious 
Olaitrier wi^h which the people of the Northern Co-' 
Idnies efpetiaMy, encouraged each other to da their* 
duty in the field. It reminded one of the fimilar 
itiethdds fo much recommended and praftifed among 
the opponents to the Royal caufe, during the civil 
i^ars in this country, in the reign of Charles thef 
Firft, :: 

It was not only in the New England Provinces 
this religious fervour- prevailed; it was ftrikingly 
confpicupus in both the Colonies of New York and 
Pennfylvania. The fynod of Philadelphia and the 
City of New York held a formal meeting, whereiii^ 
they framed a paftoral letter, which was publicly 
read in the churches, and contributed not a little to 
confirm the people in their adherence to the caufc^ 
they had efpoufed. 

' It was drawn up with great circumfpeftfulnefs* 
arnd decency, and breathed altogether^ fentiments of 
humanity and moderation, that did much honoun 
to the <^ompofers. * 

After fome general admonitions, and taking no-- 
tice that the whole continent, with hardly any fex.- 
ception, feemed determined to defend their rights 
by force of arms, " It is well known,'' faid they, 
^* otherwife it would' be imprudent thus publicly to- 
profefs, that we^ have not been inftrumental in infla*i 
ming the minds of the people, or urging them to 
a^ts of violence and diforder* Perhaps no inftance^ 
can be given, .on fo interefting a fubjeift, in which^ 
1^ - i -^"r political 
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bolitical fentiments haye been fo long, and fo fully 
kept from the pulpit; and even malice itfelf has not 
charged us with labouring from the prefs. But 
things are now come to fuch a height, that we do 
not wifli to conceal our opinions as men4*\ 

After proper exhortations to thofe wh6 went 
forth as champions in their country's caufe, they 
proceeded, by earneftly requefting them to take 
every opportunity to exprefs their attachment to the 
King, and to the Revolution principles, that feated 
his family on the Britifli throne. They ftrongly 
recommended efteem and reverence for his perfon, 
as a Prince who had merited well of bis fubjedls on 
many accounts, and had probably been mifled into 
the late and prefent meafures.by thofe about him*— 
** Neither," added they, ** have we any doubt but 
they themfelves have been in a great degree deceiv- 
ed by falfe information, from intereued perfon^ 
arefiding in America.*' 

. They next reminded them that the Continental 
Congrefs confifted of Delegates chofen in the moii 
free and unbialTed manner by the body of the peo:*^ 
pie ; that they ought, j&r that reafon, to be, treated 
with all refpeft^ and jheir irefolutions adhered to 
with 6deiity and firmnefs, in order to enable theni 
to bring out the whole ftrength of the vaft country 
that had put itfelf under their direftion* ^ 

They particularly recommended a fpirit of hu- 
manity and mercy, in the midft of that warmth and 
impetuofity fo unhappily attendant on a civil war : 
.they entreated all men, when calleti to aftiou, to 
filed no blood but through abiblute neceffity ; an^ 
^to ceafe figliting, asfoorias the neceflSty was over* 

The declarations of Congrefs, and the exHorta-^ 
;tions of the clergy, produced wonderful efFedts iri 
the minds of the public* Convinced that they were 
fighting rn ^ vighceous caufe, people took up arnisi 
,€very*wbexe with the utmoft chearfulncfs, and b^- 

X a haVed 
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haved in a manner that fully verified the maxim^ 
that a perfuafionof aftingjuftly, will always infpire 
a man with courage, and fupply the defedls of know-* 
ledge and difcipline. 

After juftifymg its conduft to the wtwrld at large, 
tlxe Congrefs determined to make a fecond appeal 
to the people of Great Britain. It was written in a 
very ferious, folemn, and forcible ftile- They 
fecmed as if they confidered it as a valediftory ad- 
drefs to their fellow-fubjefts in Europe, and as if 
they entertained but faint hopes of ever forming 
again one people, under the fame fovereign, united 
in one mind, governm6nt, and name, as before, 
^nd bound by one common intcreft. 

" Friends, countrymen, iand brethren,'* (aid 
they^ *• by thefe, and every other appellation that 
may delignate the ties which bind us to each other. 
We entreat your ferious attention to this our fecond 
attempt to prevent their diffolution. Remembrance 
of forn^er friendfhips, pride in the glorious at- 
chievements of our common anceftors, and afieftion^ 
'for the heirs of their virtues, have hitherto pre- 
ferved our mutual connection. But when that 
friendfhip is violated by the groflefk isqurtes, when 
the pride of anceftry becomes our reproach, and 
we are no otherwife allied tha» as tyrants andflaves ; 
when reduced to the melancholy alternative of re- 
nouncing your favour, or our freedom, can we he- 
fitate about the choice ? — Let the fpirit of Britons 
determine." 

After referring to their former addrefs, the ftate- 
ment it contained of the injuries they had received^ 
and their hope that they would have been redreffed, 
they complained that their expeftations had been 
grievoufly fruftrated. That after being deprived 
by Parliament of many of their moft valuable rights, 
of thofe falutary laws which wer^ tranfmitted to 
them by their anceftors,' of , thofe charters whieh in- 

fpirited 
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fpirlted thefe to fettle in the laisd now inhabited by 
their defcendants, after feeing whole Colonies con* 
demned without form of trials their trade de(lroy«' 
ed^ their inhabitants impoveriflxed^ foldiers encour* 
aged to imbrue their hands in the blood of Americans 
by offers of impunity ;— after thofe^ and the other 
inftances of gppreffion they had experienced, they 
did not imagine that any more would have been add-* 
cd to them ; but to their grief they are now con- 
vinced, from the late meafures of the Britifh mini^- 
ilry, that its obje& is the redudion of the Colonies 
to flavery. 

They appeal for proofs of this to the cruelty of 
reftraining the people on the northern c oaft of -^ ne- 
rica frorn their u(ual occupation of fiihing, which 
to fo many thoufands was the only means of procu^ 
ring a livelihood. 

They appeal in the fame manner to the prohibi'^ 
tion of theif trade with all other nations : — ^' But 
this," add they, ^^ we confider rather as injurious 
to your opulence, than to our intereft. AH our 
commerce terminates with you ; the wealth we pro- 
cure from other nations is (bon exchanged for your 
fuperfluities ; our remittances muft then ceafe with 
our trade, and our refinements with our affluence. 
We truft, however, that laws which deprive us of 
every bleffing, but a foil which teems with the ne-» 
ceffaries of l£fe, and that liberty which renders the 
enjoyment of them fecure, will not relax our vigour 
in their defence/' 

After adverting to the diftreifes of the people at 
Bofton^ the burning of Charleftown, the feve- 
rities exercifed by the Britilh ihipping on the fea- 
coait of New England, the other calamities they 
were fufTering, and the general harlhnefs of the 
treatment they had experienced, — " To what are 
We," faid they, " to attribute this treatment ? If to 
apy fec(et principle pf the conftitution, let it be 

X 3 mentioned; 
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mentioned : let us learn that the goveranient wd 
Have long revered is not without its defefts ; and 
that while it gives freedom to a part, it neceflarily 
enflaves the remainder, of the empire. If fuch a 
principle exifts, why for ages has it ceafed to ope- 
rate ? Why at this time is it palled into aftion ? Can 
no reafon be affigned for this condudl, or muft it be 
refolved into wanton exercife of arbitrary power ? 
And fliall the defendants of Britain tamely fubmit 
to this ?-r-No, Sirs ! we never will. — ^While we re- 
vere the memory of our gallant, virtuous anceftors, 
we never can furrender thofe glorious privileges for 
which they fought, bled, arid conquered. Admit that 
your fleets could deftroy our townSj and ravage our 
fea-coafts, thcfe aliehinconfiderable objefts,*?— things 
of no moment to men whofe bpfoms glow with the 
ardour of liberty. We can retire beyond the reach 
of yovtr navy, and without any fenfible diminution of 
the neceffaries of life, enjoy the luxury of being free, 
. *^ We know the force of your arms;— T,and was 
it called forth in the caufe of juftice and your coun-r 
try, we might dread the exertion. But will Bri- 
tons fight under the banner of tyranny ? Will they 
fCOunteraft the labours, and difgraoe the victories 
of their anceftors ? Will they forge chains for theip 
pofterity ?•— rif tiiey defcend to this unworthy tafk, 
will their fwords retain their edge, — their arms 
their accuftpmed vigour ? Britons can never become 
the inftruments of opprefBon till they lofe the fpirit 
pf freedom^ by which alone they are invincible. 

^* Qur enemies charge us with fedition: — In 
what does it confift ? In our refufal to fubmit to 
unwarrantable adts of injuftice and cruelty ? If fo, 
fliQw us a period of your hiflory in which you have 
not been equally feditious*" 

After denying the charge of aiming at indepen-f 
dence, and mentioning their frequent complaints 
j^p4 fpU^it^tiqn? for fedrefs^ ^^ \Vhat^has beeQ,'? 
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^^dd^d they, " the fuccefs of our endeavours ? Our 
r jpetitipns are treated with indignity, our prayers an- 
^ fwered by infults ; our application remains unno- 
^ticed; and leaves us the melancholy apprehenfion of 
: your wanting either the will or the power to affift us. 
.. *^ Even under thcfe circumftances, what mea- 
fures have we taken that betray a defire of indepen- 
dence? Have we called in the aid of thofe foreign 
; powers who are the rivals of your grandeur? When 
.your troops were few a^ defencejefs, did we take ad- 
vantage of their diftrefs, and e:ifpel them our towns ? 
^ ^* Let not your enepiies and ours perfuade you, 
that in this we are influenced by fear, or any other un- 
.. worthy motive^ The lives of JBritons are ft ill dear to 
us ; they are the children pf our parents. When hof- 
;tilitief5 were <:omnvenced, when on a late occafion we 
repelled their aifaults, and returned their blows, y^ 
rwe latQ^;ite4 the wounds they obliged us to give ; 
nor have we y^t learned to rejpic? ^t a viftojry ovor 
.EngHlhmen/* . ^ r 

After juftifying their defenfive proceedings, they 
declare that they have not Ipft fight pf a r.econcilia.;- 
tion-upon conftitutional principle^. They repre- 
fent the benefits of their exclufive trade, and their 
willingnefs to fubmit to the reftriftiops. on it that 
fubfifted at the x:onclufion of the laft w^r^ 

In anfwer to the allegation that they contributed 
nothing to the common defence, they afferted, that 
;the advantages derived to Britain from the monor 
poly of their trade, far exceeded their proportion ; 
but that if thefe advantages were, upon a fair compu- 
tation, found inadequate, they were willing, provid- 
ed the above reftriftions were taken off, to contribute 
that full proportion, when conftitutionally required. 

They contended for the propriety of their refu- 
fing the plan of accommodation propofed by mini- 
ftry in Parliament, as not leaving to them the dif-, 
^pfal of their property, but ojily the colleftion 9f 

X 4 the 
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th« taxes impofed upon them in their own miinner. 
—In order, however, to remove every imputation 
pfobftinacy on their part, "we have," faid they, 
^* again prefented -an humble petition to the King, 
requefting him to direft fome mode, by which the 
united applications of the Colonifts may be improv- 
ed into a permanent rcconcHiation. 

*^ Yet,'' added they, " conclude n6t fr(»n this, 
that we propofe to furrender our property into the 
hands of your miniftry, or veft your Parliament with 
a ppwer which may twmintte in ourdeflruaion. 

■ ^ The great bulwarks of our conftitution we have 
endeavoured to maintain by ^verytemperat«,by^every ' 
peaceable means ; but your minifters, equal foes tb 
Bm% and American freedom, fcave adtkd to their 
former: opp reffions an attempt to reduce us by the 
iWord to a hnfe ;and abjeO: fubmilfion . 

^* On thefword, therefore, we are compelled to 
^ly for prptedlicn. Should viftory declare in your 
favQur, yet men trained up to arms from thrfr in- 
fancy, and animated by the love of liberty, will 
-aSovA peither a cheap, nor an eafy conq^jeft. 

^* ijlret us now aik what advantages Jtre to attend 
cuf reduiftion ? The trade of a r\iined and defolate 
-povntry is always inconfiderable, its revenue tri-r 
fling j; theexpeneeof fubjedking, and retaining k 
5n fubjeftiop, certain and inevitable. What then 
?emaips, but the gratification of an ill-judged pride, 
or the hope of rendering us fubfervient to deiigps 
upon your liberty ? 

- Soldiers who have ihcathed their fwords in the 
bowels of their American brethren, wfU not draw 
them with more relud^nce againft you. When too 
late, you may lament the lofs of that freedom, which 
we exhort you, while ftill in your power, topreferve. 

** On the other hand, fliould you prove unfuc- 
cefsful, fhould that connexion which we mod ar- 
dei^tly wjfti to maintain, be diflplved, fliould your 
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minifters exhauft your trcafures, wafte the blood 
of your countrymen in vain attenipts on our liber- 
ty, do they not deliver you weakened and defence^ 
lefs to your natural enemies ? 

** Since then your liberty muft be the price of 
your victories, your ruin of your defeat, what blindi 
fatality can urge you to a purfuit deftrudtive of all 
that Britons hold moft dear ? 

If you have no regard to the connedion that has 
fo long fubfifted between us ; if you have forgotten 
the wounds we received fighting by your fide for the 
extenfion of the Britilh empire ; if our commerce is 
an objed: below your confideration ; ifjufticeand hu- 
mahity have loft their influence oft your hearts, ftill 
t&otives are not wanting to excite your indignation 
at the meafures now purfued : your wealth, your 
honour, your liberty are at ftake. 

** Notwithftanding the diftrefs to which we are 
reduced, we fometimes forget pur own aiHidions to 
anticipate and fympathife in yours : we grieve that 
raih and iticonfiderate counfels ihould precipitate 
the deftruftion of fo noble an empire, and call God 
to witnefs, that we would part with our property, 
endanger our lives, and facrifice eVery thing, but 
liberty, to redeem you from ruin, 

*^ A cloud hangs over your heads and outs ;-*^rc 
this reaches you, it may probably have burft upon 
us* Let us, then, before the remembrance of for- 
mer kindnefs is obliterated, once more repeat thofe 
appellations which are ever grateful in our ears ; 
let us entreat Heaven to avert our ruin, and the 
deftrudion that threatens our friends, brethren, and 
countrymen on the other fide of the Atlantic/* 

Such was the laft addrefs of Congrefs to the Britiih 
nation. It was drawn up rather as a vindication 
of what they had done, and intended to do, thaa 
with any ireal expe&ation of producing the efFedt 
which was its oitenfible intent* Thofe who fram- 

I e4 
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;M it, knew too well the temper and difpbfifion 
-of .thofe who influenced the councils of Great Britain 
.at that.tin[ie, to form any expeftations of compli- 
ance on their part, with the requefts it contained. 

The petition to the King, mentioned in the fore- 
'gping addrefs, was conceived in terms correfpond- 
ing with the principles upon which this was 
founded. 

' k began by obferving that the union between 
Great Britain and its Colonies, and the energy of a 
mild and juft governiiient, produced benefits fo re- 
markably important, and afibrded fuch an affurance 
^ their permanency and increafe, that the wonder 
:and envy of other nations were excited, while they 
beheld Great Britain rifing to a power the moft exr 
',traor4inary the world had ever known. 

Her rivals apprehending the future efFefts of this 
fttnioir, if left any longer undifturbed, refolved to 
(prevent her receiving fuch continual and formidable 
•jacceffions of wealth and ftrength, by checking the 
•growth of thpfe fcttlements uom which they were 
fto be derivecj. 

By their total defeat \n the profecution of this ati* 
jEempt^ ^n additional force arofe to Great Britain, 
through the vaft ejalargement of her American domi- 
^ipas> ' irhi(:h pieced her in ^higher fummit of ele- 
;Vation th^ ever. 

- At the qonclufion of the l^ft glorious war, the 
i^olonifts having, by their ftrenuous exertions, con- 
tributed remarkably to its fucpefs, and received re- 
-peated acknowledgments of their fpirit and fidelity 
irpna both Crown and Parlian^ent, doubted not 
they flipuld,. in ppmmpn with all their fellow fubr 
|e£ls, participate in the emoluments of thofe vic- 
jtories and conquefts> in which they had bore fp 
(diftinguifhed a ihare. 

• But while thefe honourable teftimonials were ftill 
T«:eot,,.fhey. were algLrmed by a new lyftem pf ft^r 
>. ^ , tutcj 
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ttttes and regulations, adopted for the adminiftratioaa « 
of the Colonies, that filled their minds with the 
xnoft painful fears and jealoufies ; to their inexprcf- 
iible afloniihnient, the danger of a foreign quarrel 
was now fucceeded by domeftic danger of a more 
dreadful kind. 

. This dangerous fyftem was pregnant with con-.- 
fequences, which, though not immediately felt, 
tended^ however, ultimately to aflfefl: the profpe*. 
a'ity of Great Britain. 

^^ We decline,'" fay they, ^' the ungrateful tafk 
of defcribing the variety of artifices praftifed againfl: 
the Colonies, the delufive pretences, fruitlefs ter- 
rors, and unavailing feverities, that have from time 
Jto time been employed in attempting to execute 
this impolitic plan. It wereirJdbmc to trace, through 
a feries of years paft, the progrefs of thofe unhappy 
differences that have flowed from this fatal fource.*^ 

But the King's minifters perfevering in thefe mea- 
fures, and proceeding to enforce them by open hoftU 
lities, had at lad compelled the Americans to arm in 
their defence, though with the higheli reludtancc, 
when they refleAed whom they muft oppofe in thii 
conteft, and what might be the confequences of it^ 
contipuance. 

Knowing with what refentments and animofities 
civil difcords are apt to inflame the contending par-* 
jies, they thought themfelves bound by every ob- 
ligation, toufe all the means in their power to flop 
the further effufion of blood, and to avert the cala^ 
mities impending upon the Britifli empire. 

Profeffing, therefore, the moil devoted attach* 
ment to the King's perfon, family, and government, 
ponnedted with Great Britain by the ftrongeft ties 
that can unite focieties, and deploring fevery event 
that may tend to weaken them, they folemnly de- 
clare themfelves ardently defirous, that harmony 
fpay be reftqred ^nd eftabiiih^(} upon fo firm a bafi6;| 
/ ' ' / as 
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as may perpetuate its bleffings^ uninterrupted hj 
any difl'entions^ to fucceeding generations, and 
tranfmit the King's royal name to pofterity^ 
** adorned/' to ufe their very words, *^ with that 
fignal and lading glory that has attended the. me* 
mory of thole illuftrious perfonages,.whofe. virtues 
«nd abilities have extricated dates from dangerous 
convuliions^ and, by fecuring happinefs to others, 
have erected the moft noble and durable monuments 
to their own fame.'\ 

They afiure the King, that notwithftanding their 
fufierings, they retain too high a regard for the 
kingdom from which they derive their origin, 
to requeft fuch a reconciliation as might in any 
manner be inconfiftent with its dignity or welfare, 
** Thefe," faid they, ^' related as we are to her; 
honour and duty, as well as inclination, induce us 
to fupport and advance/' 

They befought Him, therefore, to interpoie his 
royal authority and influence, to relieve them from 
their pref^^nt fituation ; fubmitting to bis. confide* 
ration the expediency of directing fome method, by 
virhich the united applications of the Colonies to the 
Throne might be improved into a thorough rexunici* 
liation ; and requeuing, in the mean time^ that 
hoftilities iliould ceafe, and fuch adls be repealed as 
are. more immediately diilreffing to the Colonies. 

By forming proper arrangements for coUediing 
the united fenfc of America, the King would re- 
ceive fuch fatisfaftory proofs of the good difpofition 
of the Colonies, as would fbon induce him to re* 
ftore them to his favour ; and by that means ena- 
ble them to evince the fincerity of their profeffions 
by every teftimony of devotion to their fovereign, 
and of afFc&ion for their parent date. 

After paying thefe farewell addreffes, as they 
were not injudicioufly called, to the King and peo- 
ple of Great Britaiui the Congrefs thought it in- 
cumbent 
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cuAibent upon them, not to pafs by without a fitni- 
lar proof of attention and refped:, (o confkierable » 
n%ember of the Britiih empire, as the kingdom o£ 
Ireland : a country that had, at all times^ furniflied 
America with numbers of ufeful inhabitants, and at 
this time, efpecially, with ibme of the braveft mea 
in herfervice. 

The addrefs to the Iriih nation, was written in 
the fame forcible and pathetic ftile, as ail compo- 
fitions of that kind which flowed from the pens of 
Congrefs at this period* 

After mentioning the importance and intcrcfting^ 
Uefs to all Europe of the conteft in which the Bri- 
tiih Colonies were engaged, theyexprefs, the ear^ 
neft defire of the Americans, to poffefs the good 
opinion of the virtuous and humane part of focietyi^ 
and ftate the motives and obje&s by which they arc 
ad:uated. 

They lament that, ** however incredible it may 
appear at this enlighted period, the rulers of a na- 
tion which in every age has facrificed hecatombs of 
her braveft patriots on the altar of liberty, Ihould 
prefume gravely to affert, and by force of arms at-^ 
tempt to eftablilh an arbitrary fway over the pro^ 
perty, liberties, and lives of their fellow fubje&y 
in America/' 

This attempt they accufe the miniftry in Britain 
of having, by fraud and violence, purfued for the 
laft ten years* — ^^ At the conclufion of the laft. 
war," faid they, " the genius of England, and the 
f\)irit of wifdom, as if offended at the ungrateful 
treatment of her fons, withdrew from the Britiih 
councils, and left that nation a prey to a race of mi* 
nifters, with whom ancient Englifli honefty and be- 
nevolence difdained to dwell* From that period 
jealoufy, difcontent, oppreffion, and difcord, have 
raged among all the King's fubjefts, and filled every 
part of hi$ dominions with diilrefs and complaint. 

^'Not 
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*^ Ndt content/' continue they, ** with our putA 
chaiSng of Britain, at her own price, cloathing and 
a thoufand other articles ufed by near three millions 
of people on this vaft continent ; not fatisfied with 
the amazing profits drifing. from the monopoly of 
our trade, without giving us time to breathe after 
a long though glorious war, or the leaft credit fot 
the blood and treafure we have expended in it ; not- 
withftanding the zeal we had manifefted for the fer-* 
vice of our fovereign^ and the warmeft attachment 
to the conftitution of Britain and the peopft of Eng^ 
land, a black and horrid defign was formed to con- 
vert us from fubjefts into vaflals-*-from freemen 
into flave^— from friends into enemies/' 

They next proceed to a circumftantial enume- 
ration of their grievances; of their repeated and 
vain endeavours to obtain redrefs ; of their deter- 
mination to fufpend all trade with Great Britain^ 
Ireland, and the Weft Indies, as^he ultimate mea- 
fure left them ; " hoping by this peacable mode 6( 
oppofition, to obtain that juftice from the Britifh 
miniftry, which had been fo long folicited in vain. 

" And here," fay they, *^ permit us to affure 
you, it wa^ with the utmoft reludlahce we could 
prevail upon ourfelves to ceafe our commercial con* 
ned:ions with your ifland ; — your Parliament had 
done us no wrong ; — ^you had ever been friendly to 
the rights of mankind ; and we acknowledge, with 
pleafure and gratitude, that your nation has. pro^ 
duced patriots who have nobly diftinguilhed them- 
felves in the caufe of America and humanity* 

'^ On the other hand, we were not ignorant thaf 
the labour and manufaftures of Ireland, like thofe 
of the filkworm, were of little moment to herfelf j 
tjnd fervedonly to give luxury to thofe. who neither 
toil nor fpin. We perceived, that if we continued 
pur comlTierce with you, our agreement not to imr 
port from Britain would be fruitlefs ; we were thercr 
2- : '• z ' fore 
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fere'compelled to a adopt a meafure, to which no- 
thing but abfolute neceffity would have reconciled' 

*^ It gave us, however, feme confolation to rc^ 
fleA, that IhoUld it occaiion much diftrefs, the fer- 
tile regions of America would afford you a fafe afy- 
lum from poverty and opprefEoh ; — ^an afylum in 
which many thoufands of your countrymen have 
found hofpitality, peace, and affluence, and become 
united to us by all the ties of confanguinity, mutual 
intereft, and affedtion." 

They next advert to their application to their 
fellow fubjeds in Britain, their patience and long 
abftinence from open refiftance againft the violent 
proceedings of the Britifti miniftry refpefting Bofton 
and the Province of Maffachufet, the reje(Sion of 
their humble petitions, the infults offered to their- 
charader, and their *' long forbearance rewarded 
with the imputation of cowardice. 

Our peaceable affemblies," c?ontinue they, 

for the purpofe of confulting the common fafety, 
were now declared feditious, and our afferting thofc 
principles which placed the crown of Great Britain 
on the heads of the three fucceffive Princes of tho 
Houfe of Hanover, were ftiied rebellion." 

They complain that ** the wild and barbarous 
lavages of the wildernefs had been folicited tq take 
up the hatchet againft them, and inftigatedto deluge-, 
their fettlements with the blood of innocent and de- 
fencelefs women and children/' 

Through thofe and the like means, /* the mi- 
niftry, bent on pulling down the pillars of the con- 
ftitution, has endeavoured to ereft the ftandard of 
defpotifm in America ; but if fuccefsful, Britain 
and Ireland may Ihudder at the confequence/' 
' They proceed to the cpmmcncement of hoftili-* 
ties^ and charge the Britilh njilitary \Yith being, the^ 
'. -' aggreffors. 
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aggreflbrsy and with having carried the rayag^s of 
war to diihonourable extremities. 

^* Though vilified,^' fay they, ** as wanting 
fpirit, we are determined to behave like men j— 
though infulted and abufed, we wiih for reconcitia<» 
tion ;— though defamed as feditious, we are ready 
to obey the laws ;-— and though charged with rebel- 
lion, will chearfully bleed in defence of our fove- 
reign in a righteous caufe !— What more can we 
fay ? — ^What more can we offer ? 

" The various and fruitlefs offers we halve re- 
peatedly made, were not for penfions, for wealth, 
or for honours ; but for the humble boon of being 
permitted to poffefs the fruits of our honcft induftry, 
and to enjoy that degree of liberty to which Gq4 
and the conftitution have given us an v>ndoubte4 
right. 

" Blefled with an indiffoluble union, with a va- 
riety of internal refources, and with a firm reliance 
on the juftice of the fupreme difpofer of all human 
events, we have no doubt of rifing fuperior to all 
the machinations of our enemies. We already an- 
ticipate the golden period, when liberty, with all 
the gentle arts of peace and humanity, Ihall efta- 
blilh her mild dominion in this weftern world, and 
ereft eternal monuments to the memory of thofe 
patriots and martyrs who Ihall have fuffered, fought, 
and bled in her caufe." 

After fome ftriAures on the conduft of mtniftry 
towards Ireland, they fervently bope^ ** that the 
iniquitous fcheme of extirpating liberty from the 
Britiih empire, may be foon defeated ; but,** added 
they, ^^ we fliould be wanting to ourfelves ;-— wc 
Ihould be perfidious to pofterity ; — ^we Ihould be im- 
woithy of that anceftry from which we derive our 
defcent, fliould we fubmit with folded arms to mi- 
litary butchery and depredation." 

They 
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- They concluded by appealing to the kind offices of 
their fellow fubjefts in Great Britain and IrelancJ 
for ,tht reftoratlon of peace and harmony, ** Of 
their friendly difpoiition/* fay they, *' we do hot 
jret defpond; aware, as they mull be, that they 
have nothing more to expeft from the feme' com- 
fnon ^neniy., than the humble favour of being, laft 
devouted. 

*Nor;did Congrefs forget to tran;fmit a letter of 
thanks Jto the City of Londoji, for its interpofition 
in their 'Sehalf* They had ^ways placed a particu- 
lar reiiatiCj^ 6ri its goodv(^ilhes and concern for their 
welfare ;.' and though they knew that its mediation 
in the pVeient circumftances would probably be of 
ftO effipacy, yet they were' coiffclous it was their in- 
^er6lti,.'for'a variety of reafons, to retain as much 
as bbffilSle of its countenance^ and to engage it by 
fevery motive in their power, to continue its difap- 
probation of the meafur^s purfued againft them. 
^, This letter was Ihort, blit very fpirited and deci 
five. They reminded the citizens of London pf 
their havirtg, in all ages, approved themfelves ihe 
Jiatrons of liberty, and the fupporters of juft go-i 
vemment againft lawlefs tyranny and oppreffion : 
that the caufe of America was the more worthy of 
their fupport, as it involved the fate of the wholes 
empire ; that t}ie Americans wiflied for a lafting 
connection with Great Britairl on terms of equal li- 
berty ; ** lefs than which generous minds will not 
©fFer, nor brave and free minds be willing to re- 
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ceive/' 



The ifland of Jamaica had afted too friendly a 
part for the Colonies, not to fhare in their remem- 
brance on this occafion. They voted an epiftolary* 
addrefs to the Affembly, which was conceived idi 
the fame ftile and fpirit as the preceding. 

• They determined, at the fame time, to write k 
fecond letter to the French inhabitants cf Canada! 

• Vot.L No. 6. Y ■ A* 
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As the firft had been far from ineifeAual^ and h^d 
not a little contributed to raife a fpirit of refiftance 
to the Britifli government, they promifed them* 
felvcs, not without reafon, that a further applica* 
tion would tend to confirm them in thofe fenti- 
toents. 

What chiefly induced them to this meafure, was 
the intelligence they were daily receiving, of the 
repeated efforts made by government to ftimulatc 
the people of that Province to take an a^flive part 
againft the Colonies, They were apprehenfive that 
the influence arifing from the promifes of.remune- 
ration, added to the pecuniary encouragement 
which the agents of Great Britain were fo amply 
empowered to befl:ow, might, on this critical emet- 
gency, operate againft all other motives, and prove 
at length over perfuafive among a people, who did 
not look upon themfelves as fo deeply interefted as 
the Englilh Colonies, in thwarting the defigns of 
the Britifli adminiftration. 

The very fuperfcription of their prefent addrefs 
to the, people of that Province, conveyed a full in- 
timation of the fenfe they wiflied them to entertain of 
their condition .It was direfted ^* To the opprefled 
Inhabitants of Canada." 

^* Friends and countrymen,** faid they^ ^^ alarm- 
ed by the defigns of an arbitrary miniftry to extir- 
pate the rights and liberties of all America, a fenfe 
of common danger confpired with the didtates of 
humanity, in urging us to call your attention, by 
our late addrefs, tp this very important objeft, 

^^ Since the conclufion of the late war, we have 
been happy in confidering you as fellow fubjedls ; 
and fince the commencement of the prefent plan for 
fubjugating the continent, we have viewed you as . 
fellow fufferers with us. As we were both entitled, 
by the bounty of an indulgent Creator, to freedom, 
and being both devoted, by the cdid of a defpotic 

stdmini- 
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«dmiAiftrati6n> t6 common ruin, wc perceived the 
ifate of the Proteftant and Catholic Colonies to h& 
ftroflgly linked together^ and therefore invited you 
to join with us, in refolving to be free, and in re- 
jefting, with difdain^ the fetters of flavery, how^ 
ever artfully poUflied. 

** We moft fincerely condole with you on the ar^ 
rival oi that day, in the courfe of which the fun 
could not ihine on a (ingle freeman in all ydut ex- 
tenfive dominion. Be aflured that your unmerited 
degradation has engaged the moft unfeigned pity of 
your fiftpr Colonies ; and we flatter ourfelves you 
will not, by tamely bearing the yoke, fufFer that 
pity to be fupplanted t>y.c6ntemptk 

^- By the introdu(Stipn of yotir prefent form of 
government, or rather prefent form of tyranny^ 
you, have nothing tliat you can call your own. All 
the fruits of your labour and inrduflry may be taken 
froni.you, whenever an avaricious governor and a 
rapapous council may incline to demand them^ 

" You are liabk,* by their edifts, to be tranf-. 
ported , into foreign - countries, to fight battles in 
which you have no interefl, and to fpill your blood 
in confli&s from which neither honour nor emolu- 
ment can be derived. Nay^ the enjoyment of your 
• .vcjr^^religion, on the prefent fyftem, depends on a 
legiflature in which you have no fhare, and over 
which you have no controul ; and your Priefls are 
expofed to expuliion, banifhment, and ruin, when* 
ever their wealth and pofleffions furnifh fufficient 
temptation. 

** It . cannot be prefumed that thpfe confidera'* 
tions wi}l have no weight with you, and that you are 
fo loft to all fenfe of honour* We can never be* 
lieve that the prefent race of Canadians are fo de* 
generated from their fpirited ancefiors, as to permit 
the difgrace and infamy of fuch pufiUanimity to refl 

Y 2 on 



oti their own heads, and the c6nfequences of it dfl 
their children for ever. 

\ ** Permit us again to repeat, that we are your 
friends, not your enemies ; and be not impofefl upon 
by thofe who may endeaviour to create: aninaofities. 
Our concern for your welfare entitles "us to your 
friendihip : we prefume you will not, by doing us 
ifnjury, reduce us to the difa^reeable neceffity of 
treating you as enemies/* 

Such were the chief parts of tWs celebrated let* 
ter* It was, like the former, carefully tranflated 
into French, and numerous copies were printed and 
difperfed among the inhabitants of -Canada. 

Another objeft of equgl importance hun^ ftill 
upon the mind of Congreft : — This was the ilariger 
apprehended from the Indians. Notwithftanding 
the precautions that have been mentioned^ to fe- 
cure their good will to the Colonies, rewards and 
trtcouragements w^re ftill hcfld out to the'fe'itt^Va* 
rjous ways, in order to engage their affiffence in the 
caufc of Britain. Its emiffariesy though checked 
by the meafures taken agairift thfem^ were ftitt^very 
aftive, and loft none of the many opportteities 
which a continual intercotirfe with the Indians af* 
forded, to gain over all thofe -^hom views ^fpre* 
ient intereft could feduce from their former refalu* 
tions of neutrality. ■ 

The Cohgrefs was fufiicieiitly aware thfet the 
prefervation of friendftiip with the IndiafHf,' was an 
bbjedt of theutmoft moment.- They were alio duly 
informed, that no pains nor expence was fpared tO" 
excite them to take up arms againft the Colonies; 
it was therefore become more necelflary than ever, to 
"exert the utmoft vigilance and efforts to ftrengthen 
'and confirm the friendly difpofition they had lately 
manifefted. .' 

In order to obviate the dangers that would enfftife 
'Yfom the enmity of the Indians, a plan was formed 

1 by 
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'l)y Gongrefs, whereby more permanently to fecure 
their fidelity and adherence to the Colonies. They, 
were divided into feveral diftridts, over which, per-, 
fons well converfant in their language, ways, and 
manners, were appointed as commiflioners. They 
were to maintain a continual correfpondence with' 
them ; to watch all their motions ; to be affifting ta 
them in all their reafonable requefts, and to fupply 
them in their wants and necejEties. 
. Fox this purpofe a confiderabJe fum was raifed„ 
and put into the hands of thefe commiflGloners, toj 
be diftributed among the Indians in their refpeftive' 
departments, and thereby to counteraft the endea- 
vours of the fame kind that were uled by th^ir 
adverfaries. 

The principal tribes among the northern In-, 
dians bordering on the Britifli Colonies, are thofe 
known by the name of the Six Confederate NationSj^ 
confifling of the Mohawks, Oneidas, Tufcaroras^ 
Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senekas. 

It was, by Congrefs, thought highly advifable 
to hold a folemn conference with thef^ people, in 
order to explain to them. In as clear a manner ai 
poffible, the nature of the conteft fubfifting between 
Great Britain and her Colonies, and to induce them^ 
by proper reafons, to abftain from interfering in it^i^ 
pn either fide- 

The ftile. of the fpeech made to them in the name 
of the Congrefs, is, perhaps, the moft curious fpe- 
cimen that ever was rnade public, of the manner 
and foirni of the political ijitercpurfe between the 
Europeans' and' the original natives qf America. 

.It was- as -follows 



'^ Brothers, Sachems^ and Warriors ! 

*^ WE, the Delegates from the Twelve United 
Province53 now . fitting ii\ General Congrefs at Phi- 
ladelphia,, fend their talk to you^ our brothers. . 
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^^ We are fixty-five in number, chofen and ap* 
pointed by the people throughout all thefe Pro- 
vinces and Colonies, to meet and fit together in on? 
great council, to confult together for the common 
good of the land;, and fpeak and z& for them/' 

" Brothers, in our confutation we have judged 
k proper and neceffary, to fend you this talk, as 
we are upon the fame ifland, that you may be in-f 
formed of the reafons of this great council, and our 
difpofition towards you, our Indian brothers of th? 
Six Nations, and their allies. 

^^ Brothers and Friends, now attend :— 

*^ When our fathers croffed the great water, and 
came over to this land, the King of England gave 
then^ a talk, afluring them^ that they and theif 
children fliould be his children ; and tjiat if they 
would leave their native country, and make fettle- 
ments, and live here, and buy and fejl, and trade 
with their brethren beyond the water, they Ihould 
ftill keep held of the fame covenant chain and enjoy 
peace ; — and it was covenanted that the fields, 
noufes^ gQo4s> and poffeflipns which our fathers 
ihould acquire^ fliould remain to them as their qwn^ 
and be their children's for ever, and at their folc 
difpofal. 

*^ Trufting that this covenant fliould never be 
broken, our fathers catiie a great diftance beyond 
the great water, laid out their money here, built 
houfes, cleared fields, raifed crops^ apd, through 
their own labouf j^nd Induftry, grew tall an4 
ilrong. 

^^ They have bought, fold, and traded with 
England, aiJQording to agreement, fending to them 
fuch things as they wanted, and taking in exchange 
jfuch things as were wanted here. 

^^ The King of England and his people kpptthe 
^vay open for more than 609 hundred years j' and by 
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bur trade became richer^ and by an union with us 
greater and ftronger than the other kings and people 
who live beyond the water. 

" All this time they lived in great friendfliip 
with us, and we with them ; for we are brothers—* 
one blood. 

^^ Whenever they were ftruck, we inftantly felt 
as though the blow had been given to us : — ^Their 
enemies were our enemies. 

^^ Whenever they went to war, we fent our men 
to ftand by their fide, and fight for them, and our 
money to help them, and make them ftrong. 

^^ They thanked us for our love, and fent us 
good talks, and renewed their promife to be one 
people for ever. 

^^ Brothers and friends, open a kind ear ! 

** We will now tell you of the quarrel betwixt 
the counfellors of King George, and the inhabitants 
istnd Colonies of America. 

** Many of his counfellors have perfuaded him 
to break the covenant chain, and not to fend us any 
more good talks. They have prevailed upon hina 
to enter into a covenant agamft us, and have torn 
flfunder, and cafl behind their backs, the good old 
covenant, which their anceftors and oui-s entered 
into, and took ftrong hold of. 
• ^* They now tell us, they will put their hands 
into our pocket without aiking, as though it were 
their own ; and at their pleafure they will take from 
us our charters, or written civil conftitution, which 
we love as our lives ; alfo our plantati(M)S, our 
houfes, and gpods, whenever they pleafe, without 
afking our leave. They tell us that our veflfels may 
go to that or this ifland in the fea, but to this or 
that particular ifland, we fliall not trade any more ; 
and in cafe of our non-compliance with thefc new 
p^der3, they flxut up our harbours. 
- y 4 ^^ brothers. 
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^* Brothers, this is our prefent fituation: Thuf 
kave tpany of the King's counfellors and fervants 
dealt with us. If we lubmit or comply with their 
demands, you can eafily perceive to what ftate we 
ihall be reduced. If our people labour in the field, 
they will not know who ihall enjoy the crop ; if they 
bunt in the woods, it will be uncertain who ihall 
tafte the meat, or have the ikinsj if they buil4 
houfes, they will not know whether they may fit 
round the fire with their wive^s and children : they 
canjiot be fure whether they ihall be permitted to 
eat, drink, and wear the fruits of their own labour 
and indwftry, 

'* Brfitbreii and friends of the Six Natipnsj 
attend !— 

*^ We upon this iiland have often fpoke and en-» 
treated the King, and his fervants the counfellors, 
that peace and harmony might ftill continue h^^ 
tweenus; that we cannot part with, or loofe our 
bold of the old covenant chain, which united our 
fathers and theirs ; that we want to brighten this 
^hain, and keep the way open as our fathers did ; 
that yft want to live with them as brothers ; labour, 
trade, travel abroad, ^t and drink in peace ; we 
bave often aiked them to love and live in fuch 
friendihip with us, as their fathers did with ours, 

^^ We told them again, that we judged we were 
exceedingly injured; that they might as well kiU 
us ^s take away our property and the ncceflfaries of 
life. We have a&ed why they treat usthus ? What 
bas become of , pur repeated addreffes and fupplica* 
tions to them ? Who has Ihvit the ears of the King 
to the cries of his children in America? — No foft 
anfwcr, no pleafant vpice from beyond the watey 
bas yet founded in our ears. 

. ** Brothers, thus flands the niatter betwixt old 
England and America, 

^^ Not. 



r *^ Notwlthftanding all our entreaties^ wa havi? 
but little hope the King will fend us any more goo4 
talk», by realon p£ his evil counfellors. They have 
perfuaded him to fend an army of foldiers, and 
^many Ihips pf war, to rob . and deftroy ,:Us ;r they 
Jiave.lhut up many of our harbours, feized maftjr 
of our veiTels :- the foldiers have ftruck the blow; 
the blood now runs of the American children ; they 
Jiavealfo burned our houfes and towns, and takeQ 
muqh of our goods. - 

^^. Brothers, we ar« flow neceffiated to rife, an4 
forced to fight,, or give up our civil conftitution, 
and run away, and leave our farms and houfes be* 
hind us : this^^muft not be. — Since the King's counr 
fellors will not open their ears, and confid^r our 
juft complaints, and the caufe of our weeping, and 
have given the blow, we are determined to drive 
away the King's foldiers, and deftroy all thofe we 
find in arms ag^inft the peace of the Twelve United 
Colonies. 

. " Brothers and friends, we defire you will heaf 
und receive what we have now told you, and that 
you will open a gpod ear, and liftcn to what we are 
now going to fay. Thisis a family quarrel, between 
us and old England ; you Indians are not concerned 
in it ; we do not wiih you to take up the hatchet 
ugainft the King's troops ; we defire you to remain 
at home, and not join either fide, but let the hat* 
cherbe buried deep. 

*^ In the name and behalf of all our people, we 
a&. and defire of you to love peace, and to maintain 
it ; and to love and fympathize with us in all ou« 
trouble; that the path may be kept open witjh all 
our people and yours, to p^fs and repafs withoui 
moleftation, 

" Brothers,, we live on the fariie ground with 
ybu ; the fame ifland i$ our common birth-place.-—* 
We deflre.t^ fit.dQwo under the fame tfee of peacQ 

with 
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with you : let us water its roots, and cherifli its 
growth, till the large leaves and flourifliingbrahches 
ihall extend to the letting fun, and reach the fkies,. 
• *^ Brothers, obferve well — 

^* What is it we have aiked of you ? Nothing 
hut peace, notwithftanding our difturbed fituation* 
And if application Ihould be made to' you by any 
of the King's minifters to join on their fide, we only 
advife you to deliberate with great catition, and in 
your wifdom look forward to the confequences of 
d compliance : for if the King's troops take away 
our property, and deftroy us, who are of the fame 
blood with themfelves, what can you, who arc 
Indians, expeft from them afterwards ? 

^^ Therefore we fay, brothers, take care !— hold 
faft to your covenant chain : you know our difpofit: 
tion towards you, the Six Nations of Indians, and 
your allies. Let this oyr good talkremain, at Onon- 
daga, your central council-houfe. . We depend 
upon you to fend and acquaint your allies to the 
iiorthward^ the feven tribes on the river St, Law- 
rence, that you have this talk of ours at the great 
council fire of the Six Nations. And when you 
return, we invite your great men to come andcon- 
Vcrfe further with us at Albany, where we intend 
to r^-kindle the council fife, which your and our 
fenceftors fat round in gveat friendlhip. Brothers 
and friends, we greet you all :— rFaT-ewell, 

*^ Brothers, we have faid we wiih you Indians 
fnay continue in peace with one another, and with 
us, the white people. Let us both be cautious in 
bur behaviour towards each other, at this critical 
ftate of our affairs. This ifland now trembles ;— 
the wind whiftles from ^Imofl: every quarter. Let 
us fortify our minds, and fhut our ears againft 
falfe rumours ; let us be cautimjs what we receive 
for truth, unlefs fpoken by wife and good men* If 
tny tbing^lifagreeable il^ould ^yqf fajl out between 



LATE W A lt# 347 

Us, the Twelve United Colonies, and you, the Six 
Nations, to wound our peace, let us immediately 
feek meafures for healing the breach. -From the 
prefent fituation of our affairs, we judge it wife and 
expedient to kindle up a fmall fire at Albany, where 
we may hear each others voice, and difclofc our 
minds fully to one another/' 

Conferences were held, and fpeeches of a fimilar 
tenor as the above delivered to the various tribes df 
Indians on the back-fettlements of the Colonies, 

In the mean time, it was become neceffary for 
Congrefs to come to a definitive refolution in regard 
to the conciliatory motion made in Parliament by 
the miniftry. It had already been glanced at in 
the declaration they had published touching the ne- 
ceffity of their taking up arms, and reprefented ia 
a very unfavourable light. 

But the friends to this motion in England thought 
very differently, and were even fo fanguind as to 
promife a kind reception to it, and that people in 
America would probably confider it as a preliminary 
to reconciliation. 

In this expectation, a gentleman high in office, 
was directed by miniftry to draw up a formal ooti- 
fication of their ideas upon this matter, in order to 
be communicated to Congrefs, 

This notification gave them to underftand, that 
it was earneftly hoped by all the real friends of 
America, that the terms expreffed in the refolu- 
tion which contained the conciliatory motion, would 
be accepted by all the Colonies who had the leaft 
affeftion for their King and country, or a juft fenfe 
pf their own intereft. 

Thefe terms, it was faid, were honourable for 
Great Britain, and fafe for the Colonies. If thefe 
^ere not blinded by fa^ion, fuch terms would re* 

move eyery griev^i>ce relative to taxation, ?nd bo 

"■'''_■.; the 
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Ifhe b^fis of a xrompad. between the Colonies and thc^ 
mother country. 

The people in America ought therefore, on evcr]^ 
confideration, to be fatisfied with them. No far^ 
ther relaxation could be admitted^ as the tempcs: 
and fpirit of the nation were fo much againit con^^ 
ceffions, that if it were the intention of adminiftra- 
tion, they could not carry the queftion. Admkii- 
ftration> however, had no fuch intention; being 
fully and firmly perfuaded, thatfurther conceflions 
would be injurious to the Colonies, as well a9 to 
Great Britain. j 

Congrefs was alfo informed by. this notificatioDji 
that there was not the leaft probability of a change 
of adminiftration J which was at the fame tknq per* 
feftly united in opitiion, and determined to purfuq 
the moll effedtual meafures, and to ufe t)ie whol^ 
force of the kingdom, if it were neceffary, to reduce 
the rebellious and refraftory Colonies; 
; It concluded by affuring them, that there was fy 
great a fpirit in the nation againil the Congrefs, that 
the people would chearfuUy bear the temporary dif-f 
treffes that might follow from a iloppage of the 
American trade.. 

This intimation the Congrefs might depend opoii 
as true, and in no wife calculated to deceive them^ 
•tid ferve the purpofes of party. 
' The impreffion which was made on the rninds of 
the Congrefs by this notification, did not corref- 
pond with the expeftation formed ii> England; 
they received it with feemipg indifference,, and inf 
(lead of taking it into immediate confideration, it 
was ordered to lie on the table with other papers. , 

It was fuU two mpnti;s before the repor4: pf the 
coqimittee.tO;. which they reffsrred it,^ wasbrought 
inio debate*. It-had \>Qpi^ r^euved on the thirtjetJ* 
f>f Mayi;.%pd.thf Congrefs^canie to no ^5p^l opw ' 
fij^n about it till the laft day of July ehfiiing. 

Th« 
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•* J 

•• The'eiplicitnefs of the opiniott they deKver-* 

td upon this occafion, made full amends howevei' 

for their tatdinefs. It was in every refpedt an ulti* 

matum't6 all propofalison the part <3!jf Great Britain^ 

!t Ihov^cd/at One v^ieWj^fee^ifte-of - ftfti^ finally 

embraced by Ameritar^; itffio^fred 'too ^that it was 

krevoeaWej unlefs ^h^ fuperior Sifeft^h' o£ Brltilk 

irmisihould render'ititWherwife, ' r < .- -> 

• This ' opMon was, that the Colon'Tes -of America 
^ere entitled to the (ble ind extjlufive plrl^ilege of 
giving and^. granting-' rihfeir^ 'oWn- mon6y:; th^' thft 
ihvx>iYed*'2i rtght tef d^!i&cfi*ating- whether -they wouM 
hiake any\gift, for wft^^irpofe'it'fliouldbe made> 
and what fhould be its amount : tK&t $t was a higt 
breach trftKis priviWgcfj^fSr any body of men^ ex- 
Irraneous t6 their conffituYidh, -to 'pi*efcribe the pur- 
pofes for- which mondywdsto be levied upontheml 
andt6*affume the authority bfjiadgirig of flieir con* 
ditian'khd ^tcumfliances, and of determining the 
amotmt ofSye'cdnrribiitiotl'to be levied. 

' ' THat'as^the^ Colonies poffeffed a tight of appro^ 
J)riating-¥h^T gifts, foVefrd'flitJy entitled at all rimes 
to inquire feto their Application, to fee that they be 
not v^^affted among the yefn^l and corrupt, for the 
purpofe^of underriiming the civil rights of the 
igivers, -nor yet be di^rtefl^to the fupport of ftand- 
ing armies^ • inconfifteht' with their freedom, and 
fubvef fi'i^e of their ^liief. -; To propofe therefore 
that the aridities •g;iven '%^ the Colonies fhould be 
fubjeft toifhe difpofar6f€*arliament alone, was to 
•propofe diat they (hdfcld relinquilh this right of in- 
Ijiiirf, arid J)ut it- into ¥H*^power of others to render 
their gifts .ruinous, in proportion as they werb 
lil^ai. '*• ' •* 

• -That vtliii privilege of granting^or iwithhplding 
^heir moiley, was an ihiportant bafrfer againft the 
tindue exertion of pfferogative ; which* if left alto* 
' [ctfeerwatout'controul} inigbt be cxd^eiFed-totheir 

great 
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great oppreffion. All hiftory Ihowed how tSiczcU 
ous its interceflipn was for the redrefs of grievances^ 
and re-eftablilhment of rightSi and how improve 
dent it was to part with fo powerful a naediator. 

That a fufpenfion of the exercife of the power af* 
fumed by Parliairient; to tax the Colonies^ being 
exprefsly made commenfurate with the continuance 
of their gifts, thefe muft be perpetual, to make 
that fo : whereas lio experience has ihown, that a 
Jrift of perpetual revenue fecures a perpetual return 
of kind difpoiition. On the contrary, the Parlia* 
ment itfeif^ wifely attentive to this obfervation, is 
in the eftabliihed pria&ice of granting fupplies from 
year to year only* 

Though defirous, and determined to confider in 
jthe moil difpaffionate view every feeming advance 
towards a reconciliation, nfiade by the Britiih Par- 
liament, they ftill entr€;ated their brethren of Britain 
to refleft, that had even acceptable tern\s been prof* 
fered to the Colonies, propofals that can^e. accom* 
j^anied with fleets and armies, feemed addreifed to 
their fears, rather than to their freedom. With 
what patience would Britons receive articles of treaty 
from any power upon- earth, when borne on- the 
point of a bayonet by military plenipotentiai:ies ? 

They thought it unequitable, that the Colonies 
ihould be required to oblige themfelves to othet 
-contributions than thofe which Grreat Britain. receiv* 
cd from a moi^ppoly of. their trade. This, of itfelf^ 
was laying them under a heavy contribution. To 
demand thierefore additional aids in the form of a 
tax, was to demand the double of their equal; pro« 
portion. . 

If they were to contribute ail equal fhare of taxes 
with other parts of the empire, they ought, of rea- 
Xon, to enjoy equally with them free commerce 
,with the whole world. But while the reftri^ons 
spoa their trade excluded them from the refources 



LATE WAR* 151 

of wealth, was it juft they Ihould bear all other 
burdens equally with thofe to whojn every refource 
is open. , 

They did not think the Britifli Parliament had 
any right to intermeddle with their ptovifions for 
the fupport of civil government, or adminiftration 
of juftice. The provifions they had made were 
fuch as pleafed themfelves, and were agreeable to 
their own circumftances : they anfwered the fub- 
ftantial purpofes of government, and of juftice ; a^cl 
other purpofes than thefe Ihould not be anfwered^ 
They did not mean that their people fliould be bur- 
thened with oppreffiv« taxes, to provide finecures 
for the idle or corrupt, under colour of providing 
for a civil lift^ While Parliament purfued their plan 
of civil government within their own jurifdidlion, 
they hoped alfo to purfue theirs without mokf-^ 
tation. 

They objefied to the propofals made to them, as 
implying only a fufpenfion^ of the mode, but not a 
renunciation of the right to tax them ; neither did 
they imply any offer to repeal the liate adts of Par^ 
liament fo . offenfive to the Colonies; on the con- 
trary, while holding out thefe propofals to them^ 
Parliament was adtually paffing other afts equally 
obnoxious. 

Great Britain, in their opinion, ft ill claimed^ 
upon the whole, a right of demanding from tha 
Colonies whatever ihe thought proper ; and of tax* 
ing theni to the full amount, if they did not cQm- 
ply with the demapd. But what was a claim of fstr 
)iigher importance, Ihe challenged a right to khef 
their very charters. 

They were perfuaded, that wh^n the impartial 
world . reflected on the rapid fucceffion of injuries, 
which, louring the courfe of ten years, had bejea 
aimed at the Colonies, when it reviewed th^ pacific 
and refpcitful expoftulations, which, during that 
•' ^ whole 
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^ole tim^, ivere the fok arms they oppofed td 
tbertl;'When kobfervedtbat their complaints were 
either not heard at all, or anfwered with ncfw prcK 
^cati6ns ; whan it recolledled the deckratibn' that 
Britain flioutd liot treat with America till <he had* 
brought her to her feet ; wteH it cdnffixJen^ the 
fentiments^of^^eimiity publicly expreffed and avowed 
in Pariiament againft the Colonies ; when it viewed 
the large armaments that invaded them, and the 
ioftilities aftually carrying on againft them ; when 
thefe things were laid together, and duly weighed,; 
c6uld the world call them unreafonable, or hefitate 
to believe them juftifiable in their refiftance ? 
' At the time when the Congrefs drew up this an- 
fwer to the conciliatory motion, their afFarrs wore a 
profperous 4%e<Sk. The Royal -army had, ever *fince 
the affair -of Bunker's Hill, "been blockaded in Bof- 
ton : death and illnefs had confiderably wearfcened 
te 'ftrehgth ; and the great Superiority in ninnber§ 
df the enerayij' 'tendered it imprudent to artacjc tbem 
In the very'ftrong pofitkm they Were iny tfll ftelh 
ftiGoours arrived froni Britain; - rr: . . 

- The AmeritafilS> on the contrary, were' dally in* 
cteafiiig in ftrength, and acquiring experience,: — • 
the w.hole country lay before them ;' and provHions 
were cheap and plenty every where. All "poffibW 
cncourkgementd were given tothore who toofc up 
limis ; ^nd, at prefent, the Service was cafy itovix 
the little force that Britain 'poflfeffed in Atncriea. 
♦'All thefe €ircumftances emboldened <!;ongrcf8 to 
declare its fentiments to the* world without any 
further reftraint. They thought it neceffary to 
aflume a ftile of firmnefs and decifion on this occa- 
fion, in order to forward the fpirit of activity, and 
enterprize which was exerting irfelf fo difFufiyc^ly 
among alh ckfles, and to which was due that fiic- 
ccfi ia feveral undertakings, which partly induced 

' *Congrcfl 
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Cbngrefs to behave fo refolutely on this particular 
emergency. 

They had now formed themfelves jfato a regiilaf 
train of government : hoftilities havliig jJut an eii-^ 
tire end to the authority of Great Britain, they were 
acknowledged every where, and confidered them* 
felves of courfe, as lawfully inVefted with the powet 
oftheftate.- 

The diffentions prevailing in Georgia, had hU 
therto prevented that Colony from acceding to the 
general unions A powerful party fubfifted there in 
favotir of Great Britain, and long prevented its 
antagonifts from carrying their fchemes into execu- 
tion, with the fame facility as in the other Pro* 
viAces ; but it was at length overpowered by a ma* 
jority, that increafed in a Ihort time fo confiderably 
&s to bear down all oppofition. 

A Provincial Congrefs affembled in the beginning 
of July^ which adopted, in their fuUeft extent^ allthe 
determinations that had been taken by the general 
Congrefs of the prefent, and that of the preceding 
year. Deputies were appointed to repair to Congrefs, 
and to notify their defire to join the confederacy i 
they declared, that notwithftanding the afts of Par- 
liament ^/hich affefted the other Colonies in fo op- 
preflive a manner, had not been extended tb themi 
they viewed that omiffion rather as a flight than a 
favour, and were too well convinced of the juftice 
of the claims of America, and the propriety df all 
the colonies uniting in one body on this critical oc- 
cafion, to remain feparate frOm them, while invited 
by fo many motives. 

To. tresid, with perfeft uniformity, in the fteps 
of the other Colonies^ they framed a petition to th^ 
King, contaihing reprefentations and remqnftrances 
fimilar to thofe that had already been tranfmitted to 
Britain from the other Colonics^ 

You h No. ^ Z By 
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^y this acceSon the Congrefs faw itfelf at tfit 
head of all the Englifh Colonies of confequencr 
throughout the continent, frpm the limits of Nova 
JScotia> t-o thofc of Florida ; i>either of thcfe, fram 
yariovts caufes^ bad it either in their incUoation aivp 
i¥H>re than theiy power, to joita the American a11^ 
CE!(\,ce« But thei.p fituadcHi and cirqumflancesL weioe 
fuch/ that as no bene^ts eould be expe&ed fpoum 
th^i^^ fo very little detriment was apprehended* • 

A^ troops wer^ coatinually f ai&ig and traink^ 
Iq.^very Colony, it was now deens^d expedient* % 
lu^ite then^ more effe&uaUy together,, by pkck^ 
them undrer one head. To this intent lit w^ x&^ 
fblfVed^ that a General fivouU be appointed to the 
fupreme command of all the foarces that ih^d be 
][4ifed thi]:ougho)iit.the contioendi. 

Before fueh a refolutibn was tafc«:t, the eyes of atl 
American v^rc fexed upon a XBm whiofe chara&ef 
land.^tnels for fo important and arduous afitnatipi^ 
5V9.S probably tihe chief motive that induced the 
Congrefs to declare it expedient and aecefiaryr 
' This perfon was George Waihington, a genttef 
plan well knowitthroughorcrt the whole cadntiineiit&r 
his gallant behaviour dursHg the ]&& war. He %ad^ 
at an early period of Hfe, displayed a military g^^ 
mw that recommended him tck the peculiar notice 
pf thofe who were competent judges* His moddfty 
was equal to hm 3nerit> and .hi& difinter^ftednefs no 
lefs confpicuous. 

He .wa3 appointed, by the tmammous choice of 
the Cdngref$>, Captain Genecal^ and Commaiidei?iii 
Chief of the American army^with as ample* ap- 
iary as it was in tlieir power to beftow,, and with a 
very extenfive (Jegree of authoaFity^ 

After accepting ©f their j^omination with vsa^ 
feigned relu^ance^ he g^eroufly declined all pe^ 
cuniary emoluments* - He-eaineftty defii^ed cveiy 
^fon prefent to remeniber that lie ^acknowledged 

himfdf 
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Kfmfetf unequal to fo momentous a charge, and that 
he undertook it folely in compliance with their posi- 
tive r^queft* 

• No appointment could have been more popular* 
Exclufive of his perfonal abilities^ he poflefled an 
iaffluent fortune, which he enjoyed in a polite and 
iiofpitable manner. His difpoiition was friendly and 
affable, and his behaviour decent and becoming a 
man of rank* All thefe circumftances contributed 
to render him very much beloved among hi^ ac- 
quaintance, and highly refpedted by the public* 

It was in confequence of the reputation he had 
jisftly obtained by thefe various qiialifieations, that 
hfe was called, by the united Voice of the pedple, to 
the important employment that was now conferred 
upon him* It was ndt an^ly in Virginia, his native 
country, that he flood fb high in the general efteem ; 
bis popularity was not lefs in the other ProvinceiS/ 
thofe of New England efpecially ; and it was, at 
their particular application, that he was now iraifed 
t6 the fupreme command. 

The moft fortunate circumftance attendtlhg his 
deftion to this office, was, that coritrary to what 
ufually happens in fuch cafes, it was accompanied 
with no competition, and followed by no envy. It 
produced univerfal fatisfadlion. Every one voted 
him, as it were, the fitteft man that could be found 
in America, for the purpofe of raifing their expec- 
tations, and fixing their confidence. ♦ 

To fpeak impartially, he fully anfwered every 
hope they had formed* In the courfe of an ardu»- 
ous war, and in the midft of frequent and fevefe 
trials, he completely juftified the opinion the world 
had entertained of his valour, conduft, and per-* 
feverance. 

The appointment of Generat Waihington wasi 
attended with other promotions : — Horace GatW/ 
tnd*-' Charley Lee, two Englilh officers, much 

Z z efteemed 
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cfteemed in the military line, were chofen, the firft ' 
AdjutaW General, the fecond Major Geiieral. Ar- 
temus Ward, Philip Schuyler, and Ifrael Putnam, 
American officers of known bravery and experience, 
were nominated Major Generals. 

To thefe were added eight Brigadier Generals :— 
their names were, Seth Pomeroy, Richard Mont- 
gomery, David Woofter, William Heath, Jofeph 
Spencer, John Thomas, John Sullivan, Nathaniel 
Green. They were all mfen of undoubted courage 
and capacity in their profeffion* 

A very fufficient and comfortable fubfillence was 
alfo provided for the officers and foldiers in the 
army, and every care tai^en to remove all occasions 
of complaint on that quarter* 

In the beginning of July, General Wafliingtoff 
repaired to the camp before Bofton, in order to af- 
fume the command of the army that inveiied it. 
He was accompanied by General Lee* In every 
place through which they paffed on their journey, 
they wei^e received with every demonftration of re- 
fped* They were efcorted by numbers of gentle- 
men^ who had formed themfelves into companies 
of volunteers, and honoured with public addreffes 
from the Provincial Congrefs of New York,, and 
that of Maffachufet. ' ' * 

The general Congrefs itfelf had given, as k wercy 
the fignal in what manner they expefted the man. 
they had chofen, to ftand at the head of tlie union, 
ftiould be treated. The day following his api^oint- 
ment^ they refolved unanimoyfly, in a full meeting, 
and ill terms of great attachment and refpe(fly that 
having eleiied him to the command of the forces 
employed in the maintenance and prefervation of 
Amierican liberty, they would affift and adhere to 
bim with their lives and fortunes in the defeigce of 
fhat cauie. 

ThU 
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*!rhis fpirit of unanimity and refolution was dif- 
fiifed throughout the Colonies, in a degree that was 
iaever exceeded either in modern or ancient times. 
It produced the moft extraordinary and wonderful 
cifefts. Perfons of all ranks and all ages', were now 
totally taken up with martial occupations and ideas. 
Gentlemen of birth and affluence, mixed familiarly 
in the ranks with the common men, and went chear- 
fully through the fame duties and fatigue. 

At this memorable period, religious prejudices 
theiQfelves gave way to the enthufiafm of patrio- 
tifm^ Th€ n>eek and pafEve tenets of the Quaker 
perfuafion, could not prevent many of their youth 
ii'om entering into military aflbeiations, and learn- 
ing the rudiments of war. 

The number of men aftually in arms ^t this time 
throughout the Continent, was certainly very con- 
fiderable : almoft all men, indeed, that were able 
to bear arms, made it their bufinefs to acquire the 
life of them by conftaat praAice and exercife, fo far 
as the indifpenfible calls of their profeffions would 
permit theni^ Every day produced frelh proofs of 
the warmth and eagernefs of all individuals to con« 
cur in this military fpirit. 

Among other particulars, one happened very 
worthy of being recorded, in the neighbourhood 
of Philadelphia ci-p-A fet of men aflboiated, and 
formed a body, which, from its being eompofcd of 
elderly people, was denominated the Old Men's 
company* It confifted of about fourfcnre men, all 
of them German emigrants, who had ferved in re., 
gular armies, either in Germany, or other parts of 
Europe. 

The man whom they appointed to lead them to 
the field, on the firft day of their mufter, was near 
one hundred years of age. He had been forty years 
\^ the mi^tary line, and had been prefent in feven* 

Z 3 tec» 



35?^ HISTORY- OF ; T: H E 

teen pitched battles. The drummer wa$ eighty* 
four, 

. In place of a cockade in their hats^ they wore a 
black crape, to denote their concern a( thofe unfor-* 
tunate caufes that compelled them^ in the decline 
of life, to refujiie the profcffipn of arms, in order 
to defend the liberty of a country which hadafford-* 
ed.them a retreat from the oppreffiOQ which had- 
forced them to abandon their own. 

The very women became defirous, on thi$ occa- 
iion, to fignalize the zeal they felt in their co^in-f 
try's caufe. At a meeting of the gentlewomen be-j 
longing to the county of Briftol, in Penfylvaniaj 
they niade a large coUedkion of money, to fit out a 
regiment railing there, and wrought a magnificent 
fuit of colours for their ufc, with devices and mottos 
of their own compofing. The gentlewoman who 
was appointed by the others to prefent them in their 
name to. the regiment, made a very ga^ant and fpi-r 
rited fpeech on that occafion, which :^e concluded 
by giving it in charge to the officers and foldiers, 
never to defert the colours of the ladies, if they eve? 
wifhed that the ladies ihould lift under their ban^r 
riers. . ; 

Inflances of this nature, though of little im^r-* 
tance in themfelvcs, ferve, however, to denote the 
jgeneral difpofition of a people. Th^e inftancf s were 
numerous in every part of America, and effeftut 
ally contributed tp keep up and increafc the fpirit 
of independence, and the determination to face a|l 
dangers in. fupport of the common caufe, » 

What affilbed no lefs, perhaps, in fortifyipg thi$ 
difpofition, and animating all clafl'es to emulate each 
other in the fervice of their pountry, wa$ the praifes 
bellowed on thofe that had fallen §t Lexington and 
Bunker's HilL Both thefe engageqients were be«» 
^ome topics of univerfal attention ; every particut 
Jar relating to them, and every incident that had be- 
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fcHea the Afficricani ti|^Dri each df thofe days^ was 
dwelt toport with Uncommon earneftnefs arid avidity. 
Thofe who had fallen were commemorated with un- 
ceafing applaufe, and their names were ranked 
aanimg thole of tht braveft and moft illuftrious pa* 
triots, 

* The prints ind publications of the time, re- 
fotrnded, as it were, with the glory they had ac- 
quired for their country* The moft elaborate eulo-' 
^iums were penned iti their honour ; and whoever 
had expired with arms in his hands, was rewardedi^ 
with every expreffion of gratitude that could be paid 
to his memory. 

Among the fubjeAs of this kind that exercifed 
the zeal and ingenuity of the Americans, the death 
of Warren was the principal : — He was extolled as 
the Hamden of his day, and propofed as the moft 
accomplilhed model of imitation, to all who, like 
him, were ready tp devote themfelves for the 
public. 

A pathetic encomium of him was publilhed at 
Philadelphia. — Its language and imagery were bold 
and fpirited in the extreme. — " He is not dead,*' 
faid this encomium ; ^* fo excellent a citizen, fo 
worthy a man, can never die. His memory will be 
everlaftingly prefent, everlaftingly dear to all men 
of principle, — to all lovers of their country. In the 
Ihort period of thirty-three years of life, he dif- 
played the abilities of aftatefman, the qualifications 
of a fenator, the foiil of a hero ! — All you that are 
interefted in the caufe for which he bled, approach 
his bleeding remains, walh his honourable wounds 
with your te;ifs, and from the contemplation of his 
lifelefs body, haften to your homes, and there teach 
your children to deteft the deeds of tyranny : lay 
before them the horrid fcene you have beheld ; let 
their hair ftand on end ; let their eyes fparkle with 
fire J let refentment kindle every feature ; let their 
^ ' Z 4 lips 
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lips vent threats and indignation ; — theh-r-then?-4 
put artns into their hands, fend them to battle, and 
let your l^ft injundion be, to return victorious, or 
tp die like Warren !" 

Such was the temper of the Americans at this 
time, and fuch the means employed to cheriih and 
confirm it. Thofe who confulted experience, fore- 
boded, from the examples of paft ages, that the re* 
fiftance of fuch men would be formidable and defr 
perate to the laft, and would prove highly difEcvilt^ 
^ pqffibl?, tp overcome. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

^ranfaSiions in Canada. — ChambUy St. John, M>»- 
trealy taken by the Americans — ^lebec attacked by 
Generals Arnold and Montgomery. 

1775- 

THE profpeft of affairs in America began now 
to* afford a variety of ideas to the political 
part of the world. They faw a people who had 
long moved in a fecondary light, affuming a power' 
of which the augmentation was daily becoming 
more rapid. Infiead of an humble and habitual 
fubferviency to the views of that ftate from which 
they derived their origin^ they now took upon them- 
fclves to direft their own motions ; and not only to 
differ in opinion, but to oppofe all its commands^' 
and bid open defiance to its kuthority. 

They beheld them advancing fpcedily to the 
completion of the defign they had formed of efta- 
blifliihg a fyftem of government totally repugnant 
to the ideas of the parent ftate ; but what was more 
alarming to thofe who refledled upon the natural diC 
pofition of men to enlarge their views in proportion 
to their fucc^ffes, they clearly perceived, that hav- 
ing attained this primary objeft, they would extend 
their defires ftill farther ; efpecially when they had 
tried their own ftrength, and found themfelves able 
to maintain their ground agalnft all foreign in«* 
yafion. 

Whether thefe ideas began early to operate 
gmong the leading perfons in America, may be 3 
matter of fome doubt ; but that they Ihpuld very 
ibon prefent themfelves to their minds, can hardly 
be called in quefton. when it is cpQfidered that they 

Had 
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had the precedents of fo many ages before them, 
and that ambition quickly takes poffeffion of men 
who happen to fuccecd in. the beginning of any great 
cnterprize. 

The undertaking which the people of Ametici' 
had firft in contemplation, was to afcertain beyond 
the power of encroachment on tbe part bf Great 
Britain, the right of levying taxes upon themfelves : 
they viewed the exclufive exercife of this right, free 
from all extraneous interference, in the fame light 
as the Brhffh Parliament vi6w^ itJ ovirn priviledge 
of raifing money independeTitly of the Ctow9i. 

Great Brttani appeared to the Artiericam, to (land 
m the fame relation to them, aa its Moliarch does 
in nefpeit to the P irliament. His power is bounded 
by that great barrier of liberty, the priviledge of 
granting money* Whife this re matins in the hands 
of the people, th^eir freedom X'^fts on a fecure fotin- 
dation; the moment it is violated, their Hbeny isT 
ia danger; 

In the fame maancT America, in order to be ftiled* 
sr ftee country, mxift alfo enjoy the exclufive prero- 
gative of impofirtg taxes upon its own inhabitants* 
Otherwife it would be in the fame condition as the 
Parliament, were this aflembly fubjefted to arbi- 
trary cxaAions from thic Crown. 
/ Whether this r^prefeittation wa6 well founded or 
BOt, Great. Britain did not think proper to admit 
^f it. Theconreft was now, therefore, whofede- 
cifion ihould ftand good, that of Parliament^ or that 
of the Congrcfs. 

• It was certainly a bold attempt to dndeavoui^, by 
force of arms, to invalidate the decrees of fo potent 
amd formidable a body of rmn ais the Britiife Parlia- 
ment; certain it was, however, that htthterto the 
refiftancc of America had been fuccefsful. 

Britain now plainly difcovercd that no comiwwif 
exertions would fuffice to bring, her with 4ionou»' 

out 
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out of this quarreh She now began to behold' it 
in a far more ferious light than it had appeared at 
firft ; but her fpirit was too great to bend beneath 
the profpeifl of danger. She had fo often been ufed 
to contend with the greateft difficulties, that Ihe 
hoped this unexpe<3:ed one, though it mighc 
involve hfer in a violent ftruggle, llill would, 
like many others, add to her glory by furmount-i 
ing it. 

Though reconciliation was proferred by Ame-» 
rica, the terms, inftead of according with thofe fhe 
had already offered, were diametrically the rcverfe.- 
To qffer a reconciliation of this kind Ihe viewed as 
a declaration of war. In this mind, her pride wag 
too great to fubmit to the diftates of her inferior, 
i^hd no fufferings or dilirefles appeared fo mortifying 
as fuch a fubjninion, 

America was, on the pther hand, obftinately de** 
termined to fefufe the conditions tendered by Great? 
Britain ; and to adhere inflexibly to her own. By 
this determination ihe feemed indifferent which of 
the two Britain would make choice of, peace or 
war ; preferring the latter, rather than relign her- 
felf to thigJ difcretion of an opponent- 
It was not that flie apprehended any feveritles for 
ivhat was paft : flie was confcious that Britainr 
would, for its own fake, treat her with mildnefs 
and lenity ; harfhnefs would only tend to renew 
and embitter the quarrel. But the truth was; 
that h^r fpirit was equal to that of her parentr 
jftate. She thought berfelf entitled to all the 
demands flie made ; they were conccffions, in- 
^^d, OQ thepart of Britain ; but they were found- 
(Bd on the cleared equity, and could not therefore 
be difgraceful to them by whom they were made r 
they were an adt of juftice, and not of humiliation.' 
f^Such was the perfua;fion of Americat 
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Thofe who were well acquainted with the refpec* 
tive tempers of the Englifh and of the Americans, 
never hefitated in pronouncing that the conteft 
would be the moft ferious and interefting that Eng- 
land ever knew, iince ihe firft began to aflert her 
own rights againft abfolute power- 
It was long before people in this ifland could- be 
perfuaded, that this unhappy quarrel would be at- 
tended with any efFufion of blood. It was with the 
iitraoftaftohiihment that numbers of the moft fenfiblc 
and enlightened men in this country, received the 
news that the Americans had dared to face the Bri- 
tifli military at Lexington, and had made fo terri- 
ble a llaughter of them at Bunker's Hill. 

But this aftonifhment was mixed with an anger 
^nd indignation that inflamed people's minds with 
refehtment, inftead of caufing the leaft apprehen- 
fion. Such, indeed, has always been the character 
of the Britilh nation : difficulties and perils have 
always ferved to rouze inftead of dcpreffing its na- 
tive fpirit and refolution. 

Flufhed in the mean time with the fuccefsful ap- 
pearance of their affairs., the Americans were ex- 
erting their aftivity in improving every advantage 
they had gained. They now faw the whole conti- 
tincnt^ from Nova Scotia to Florida; entirely in 
their own polfeflion. They looked upon the troops 
at Bofton to be in fuch a condition, as rather to wiih 
for a releafe from their fufferings, by being per- 
mitted to retire from that town unmolefted, than as 
inclined, or able, to venture an attack upon the 
powerful army that furrounded them. 

In this profperous ftate of their circumftances^ 
they now determined to confine themfe|ves no longer 
to defenfive meafures, Cafting their eyes on the 
various parts of the Britilh empire in America, that 
lay moft oi>en to an hoftile attempt, and fron^ 
vhcnce, in cafe of fuccefs, they ihould derive moft 

beijcfit, 
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Wnefit, as well as reputation, Canada, now called 
the Province of Quebec, appeared the moft likely 
to anfwer their wiflies and expeftations. 

It was indeed inhabited by a people who had long 
been their natural enemies ; but conqueft and habit 
had now for a ferit^s of years familiarized them to 
the manners and ideas of the Englifh, Though of 
a different religion, the mild and tolerant dilpofi- 
tion of the Britiih government in matters of this na- 
ture, had entirely quieted all apprehenfions on that 
account. They had too, during a long fpace, en- 
joyed the advantages of an eafy and equitable fyftem 
of ruling, and began to feel an attachment to it, 
founded on the beft of reafons, the benefits and do- 
mefttc happinefs it had procured them. Though 
ayerfe to broils, and willing to obey without mur- 
mur, they plainly perceived that the late regula- 
tions introduced among them, were intended to 
render their Province* totally dependent on the mi- 
niftry, and to make the inhabitants fubfervient to 
its defigns againft the Englifh Colonies. 

Though the clergy and the noblefle were in the in- 
tereft of the miniftry ; it, was far otherwife among the 
inferior orders^ They were almoft to a man difplcafed 
with the acceffion of authority accruing to their fu- 
periors in confequence of the aft lately pafled. They 
remembered with what haughtinefs thefe had com- 
ported themfelves in former days, when under the 
dominion of France. They did not therefore wiih 
for a return of that dependence and vaflalage under 
which the bulk of the Canadian people had fo long 
been kept, to the great impoverilhment and oppref- 
fion of the community, and the evident obftrudtion 
of the general profperity of the Province. 

The number of individuals who had removed 
from the Colonies into that Province, and the many 
4Jthers who had gone over to it from Britafn, had 
powerfully contributed to confirm thofe difpofi- 

tions 
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tions in the French inhabitants. The late fiAvcf** * 
lion of the Englilh laws, was confidered by the Bri- 
tifh fettlers as an- aft utterly unjuftifiable. As long 
cullorn emboldened thefe to fpeak their minds with 
uncontroulable freedom, they reprefented to the 
Canadians that they were treated in the n?K>ft ttAWar-* 
rantable manner, and that they were by no means 
bound to fubmit to the new forms of adminiftration 
framed for them by Parliament, as they were 
totally repugnant to the fpirit of the Engliflik coi>fti« 
tution, and abfolutely illegal- 

• They further reprefented this aft as founded en 
falfehood and deception : it was obtained by their • 
fecrct enemies, the nobleffe, who had bafely made 
ufe of their name, to induce the Britifh miniftry to^ 
procure the palling of it, as an acceptable deed ra- 
the generality of the Canadians. 

This unworthy and furreptitious manner of ill-^ 
treating their countrymen, ought therefore to be 
rtfented, if the community meant to prevent the 
repetition of that tyranny which they had fo long 
endured, and fruitlefsly complained of, till kind 
fortune placed them under the influence of an 
Englilh government, the fpirit of which did not al- 
low any part of the community to o^prefs the others * 
But this oppreffion would now return, and be felt 
more heavily than before, if they did not unite in 
defence of their juft and natural rights, and manfully 
refift all fpccies of tyrannfy. 

With fpeeches and reprefentations of this kind 
did the opponents of miniftry in Canada inflame the' 
minds of the people agarnft the meafures propofed' 
by government in the planning of the Quebec aft*. 
Nor were insinuations wanting at the fame time,* 
from thofe who fecretly wMhed well tathe Colonies, 
how fair an opportunity the Canadians had at this- 
prefent time to emancipate tbemfelves wholly from' 
the Ihackles impofed on them by that adt, WercH 

they 
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they now to hearken to the friendly advice contain* 
ed in the addreffes made to them hy Congrefs, they 
need never after apprehend iU-ufage from Britain^ 
or any other power, and would at once provide for 
an uninterrupted continuance of domeftic tranqui- 
lity and happinefs. 

u The Congrefs was perfedlly acquainted with the 
difcontents of the Canadians, and of their averfe* 
nefs «oalt again;ft the Colonie« : they knew that the 
British fettlers in that Province were, with few ex- 
ceptioni, inclined to favour them, if it could be 
done with fafety to theilifelves ; and that what chief- 
ly retained them m obedience under the new fyf* 
tem of government, was their inability to refift iti 

They refleAed, at the fame time, that unlefs the 
intent of that aft was obftrufted by an early oppo* 
fition, it would operate in a very fatal manner to 
their interefts. Its profeffed and avowed purpofe 
was to arm Caaadaagainft the Colonies, With fuch 
a manifeft intimation of the danger with which they 
were threatened, they would ftand inexciifable to 
their conftituents, if they neglefted any prafticable 
means of warding off fo terrible a blow^ 

The only means by which to prevent it, was ob«* , 
vioufly by ftriking the firft blow themfelves, and 
making a vigorous attack upon that very quarter^ 
while yet deftitute of a power fufBcient to refift a 
fudden and fpirited impreffion. 

• The fuccefs they had met with at Crown Point 
and Ticonderoga, had already paved the way to an 
ent'crprize .of this nature. They had, by taking 
them, broken down the fences, that guarded the froi^ 
tiers of Canada, and were now at liberty to enter, 
wd contend on equal ground with the fmall number 
of troops remaining for its defence. 

They were duly fenfible, on the other hand,* that 
by taking fo bold a ftep, they changed at once thfc 
whole nature of the war. From defenfiv^ on their 

• ' - pai:t. 
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party it then became ofTenfive^ and fubjedej theiii 
henceforwards to the imputation of being the ag-f 
greflbrs in this unfortunate quarrel : many who be-^ 
fore fuch an attempt had warmly efpoufed their 
caufe in Britain, would probably be offended at this 
meafure, and tax them with heightening the fury^ 
and increaiing the mifchiefs occaiioned by this 
difpute* 

Tney wpre fully aware, that the principles of re«^ 
fiftance, fo far as they had hitherto adopted them^ 
far from being condemned by the Britifh nation^ 
were, on the contrary, abetted, and ftrongly jufii- 
fied by a very confiderable party, equal at leaft, if 
not fuperior in number, to that which approved of 
the meafures carried on againft them. It might not, 
therefore, be prudent to expofe themfelves to th6 
iofs of this good-will and favourable inclination to 
them among their Englilh brethren, which mighty 
on a future opportunity, prove highly ferviceablc 
in their caufe. 

Thefe reflexions, which were juftly foundcdi 
occafioned them to weigh with great deliberation 
the probable confequences that might refult fronj 
embracing or declining fo daring a meafurc. The 
difpleafure it might create in England was undoubt** 
cdly a difagreeable circumftance ; the Americans 
' ought ferioufly to endeavour to preferve the good 
opinion and fricndfhip of the Englilh nation : it waf 
a defirable objeft at all times, but more particular* 
ly in the prefent jundlure. But ftil.l the prefcrva-r 
tion of themfelves was an objedt of far greater im- 
portance. The afliftance they had looked for in 
England had failed them. Much eloquence had 
been difplayed in Parliament in the fupport of their 
caufe ; petitions and remonftrances had been pref 
ientcd in their behalf, and they had every reafon to 
think that their conduft and principles, were approf 
;Ved by a large proportion, perhaps the iriajority Qjf 
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the people in Britain; But it was plain that thefe 
indications of amity to them were all they \frere' to^ 
expedt. A variety of caufes would prevent any* 
fuch affiftance to thein from Britain as they now 
flood in moft need of. It would therefore be unwife- 
to abft^in from purfuiilg any meafure, however un- 
common and unprecedented, merely from the ^ppre-* 
henfion of giving umbrage to the Englilh. If they 
fincerely wmied the Americans to prdfper .in their 
proceedings, they would rejoice at any fuecefles 
they might obtain : if, on the contrary, from a 
lukewarmnefs, or ignorance of the neceffity of tar 
king the moftxefolutcmeafuresi the people of Eirig- 
land fliould condemn them for fuch an enterpri:^e^. 
it were better to incur their difapprobation,- than. 
to hazard the fafety df America by an untimely 
iomplaifance, for which their real friends in Britain 
would be no lefs ready to blame them^ than all the 
judicious part of the world. 

As to thofe arguments that were drfscwn from the 
danger of exafperating the enemy to a degree that 
inight increafe the refentment he alreiady felt, and 
provoke him to additional exertions, they were 
Weak and futile : his wrath was already kmdled tor 
the highqil pitch ; he had done, and intended ta 
do all the mifchief that lay in his power. Intelli- 
gence was daily arriving of the vaft preparations he 
was making to fuhdue the Colonies. His intentions 
were hoftile in the higheft degree- To conquer,- or 
to ravage America^^ was his fixed determination.—^ 
Did it become men of fenfe and courage to hefitatc 
in fudh a cafe about the propriety of any meafutel 
that could diilrefs an enemy fo outrageoufly bent 
on ^heir deftruftion > The readicft method to obvi* 
ate his threats, was to Ihow him that they Tiad. not 
intimidated the Americans, and that inftead! of wait« 
ing for the iffue' of his menacing declarations^ they 
would anticipate every ftep he propofed to tzkc, and 
\ Vol* L No* 6. A z^ cart/ 
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c^t^y thcf operatkms* of war into&W' owrf {fnreiii^y 
terfdife he wafr ih readinefs to wage it upwrnv their dwnr 

Ift * c|\ia«eVfuch isrtie prefcnty where the ruling 
ffMet' v^2t9 engaged on the one hand , aUd fnbjedt^i 
ofl tbe^her, it wias^ Che worft of all policy t*tcni>' 
p5ttee; Hfodeiiatioh would only produce pridey 
aYid aVferfetl^ to tentiinate thedifpute, from^a no*' 
tldfl that their fpirit began to foil, and thA tbeyt 
iRri^e feai^fid ci givhsg^toi^ mueh ofltnce^leil it ihookt 
at^kre irFecont^Henbleiiels iij.the br eaft'of sm imtated 
cdAqUefOf* 

Wef feffrimem* df tHis^ kind to be oncer admire 
tcfdy th^ey wouldi deftroy aJt fpirit and Energy! inf 
lAieif cMn:^!!^^ Ainerica had: better end^e conteft' 
^ OT^te^ by fubmifflon to the diAaites of BcitaiHy 
tb'Jtrt' ptift^yke it it any longer,, wniefe: weak andi 
Wflft^drfeig iileafiire^ wer6 totally difc&cded. Itwair 
in vain to- exped: favourable coiE^dttions by fbrbe^iv 
m^a't%etT -tbehifelves^ Thi^ would- only be^ giving 
advantages? to? the enemy, aJi* ptiDtradkig. the wato 
ifertheiit o^^^ri dlitrimentii. 

The laws of war and of rratioras diowed tkrfore» 
falling of an entmy. In their particular cafe,, it 
w6Uld' in all jirobabtlity. prevent infi^nite mifcliitf;*-«M^ 
If they forbore to ^tack the eljemy in the qute-te»- 
|>rbpofedy it wotild b^ precifely frdm theacc hxr 
would mafee tSie^moft ^a-rigeroos irrUption. It was 
there he would' colteft hisprincipad fOToc, an?^came 
«pon them withbuic delay y as fooa^ ad? it' was ready*. 
Happily for Ametibay h^e- Wjctetiot' yet in»a' formidfr-'' 
ble pofture, nor^ewld^ be duly piicpancd till nfcrt 
ffpingr Nt>w th€ref<t)re waa tke f^atfoa:^ foiiaiSkiod^-*-^ 
^hey^had fufhcient itutnbersito^fparb fiof fihcb asirex&> 
j^dition: it would be undertaiscn: with? rA&te' ala«» 
etity tbdi any ocHer, as the ptirpibfe of it was. to» 
fteate. their baick^fettlements frbni- the Uieurioiiraf 
thg: Indians'^., whofe 'harbaritLes^ tfccj? were eii|icri*- 
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mentally atqbainted with, and multitudes of whom 
would not faU to join a foe that would entice them 
by the double motive of pay and plunder. 

This bufinefs could not bcvdeferred. As foon af 
winter was over, fleets aiid armies would fail from 
Britain to invade their coafts, and their whole 
ftrength would then be wanted to proteft them.— * 
Then would they feel the confequences of having 
negledted to annoy th^ enemy in the efFeftual man^ 
tier now propofed ; they would be affailed on every 
fide, . on that particularly to. which their attentioa 
was now direfted., 

Thcfe were no furmifes : it was publicly known 
that larg^ reinforcements were expeded at Quebec 
the enfuing campaign, which would, in cOnjundiion, 
with the Canadians and Indians, form a confider* 
able army^ With this, the defign 0f the ea^my wa? 
to j>enetrate into the heart of the Colonies, while 9 
fuperior force was landed on their Ihores* 

The only poffible expedient left them to leflen 
tbefe difficulties, was by immediately refolving 
to march with all expedition to Qgebec, and ufe 
their moft vigorous efforts to make themfelyes maf* 
tersi of that place* The. poffeffion of it would de- 
feat the moft dangerous proj.eft thfey had to appre«^ 
hend, and open, in all likelihood, a variety of re- 
faurc'es, by enabling the inhabitants to declare anc} 
a& according to their inclinations^ wljlch were well 
known to be. fkvoiarable to the Colonies* 

All theft cQnfideratiooS'duly weighed, it were in* 
tonfiiflent with ibund policy, to delay an attempt 
frohi which they had e^^ry reafqn to hop© for fuc*? 
cefs* . If thfey did not rife a previous-attack on theifr 
part^ it was inevitable on that of the enemy, and 
tio doubt could be entertained that he would tako 
every precaution to render it fuccefsful Wiiich pecuni* 
a^y.^vantages-.cwld pracurew 

A ^\ Nq 
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No time was to be loft ; for though the mifkary 
force there was' not numerous, yet it was command- 
ed by an intrepid and vigilant officer, whofe mili- 
tary ikill, and enterprizing difpofition, made him 
formidable in any fituation he might be. Confiding 
in thefe qualities, the Britilh adminiftration had in* 
trufted him wkh powers that rendered him abfoiute 
mafter irr the Province of which he was appointed 
Governor. He was commiflioned to embody the 
people of Canada, and to march at their head againft 
the Colonies. Though the Canadians wen? tardy 
in their obedience, yet he would, on the arrival of 
reinforcements, be foon able to compel them to it. 
He had already coWefted a numerows body of Indi- 
ans, and was promifed more.. The troops he had, 
though few, were well difcipfined; and if further 
teiftire and opportunity wer-e allowed him, every 
thing was to be dreaded from Zr perfoB of his fpiric 
and abilities. 

It was with greaft reafon that Cbngreft entertain- 
ied this opinion of Genera'l Carlton. Notwithftand- 
ing the disadvantages he laboured under in his new 
government, fuch was his diligence and care, that 
with a handful of regulars, and a fmall number of 
fuch as he could rely upon, he found means to rc- 
prefs the ill afFeeled, and to contaia them iir fubjee- 
tion, though infinitely fuperior in ftpength, and con- 
tinually encouragedhy the fecret machinations of the 
Colbnifts to throw off the Eflgliih yoke. 

In confequence of the determination of Congrcfs, 
a body of three thoufaiid men were put under the 
command of Generals Montgomery and Schuyler, 
with orders to proceed to Lake Champkin, where 
flat-bottom boats were preparing to convey them to 
the entrance of the Soref, a river that flows in a di- 
rect line to the fort which bears its name, and there' 
difcharges itfelf into the great river of St* Lau- 
rence. 

When 
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When General Montgomery, who headed the 
firft divifion, was arrived at Crown Point, he was 
informed that feveral armed veffels, fome of which 
were of confiderable force, were ftationed at St* 
John's, a fort of great ftrength on the Sorel, froni 
whence they were about to fail, in order to obftrud: 
-his paffage acrofs the lake^ 

Upon this intelligence, he haftened with all fpeed, 
and took poffeffion of an ifland that commanded the 
mouth of the Sorel, and from whence he could pre- 
vent their entrance into the lake. 

On the arrival of General Schuyler, who was the 
fuperior in command, they jointly agreed in pub- 
lifliing a manifefto, inviting the people of Canada 
to join them. To fupport the defign of this decla- 
ration, they advanced towards St. John's, fituated 
about twelve miles from the lake ; but they could 
not make good their landing under the cannon of 
that fort, and being apprehenfive, from the appear- 
ance of .ftrength, and the countenance of the garri- 
fon, that they fhouid meet with great difficulties in 
fuch an attempt, they landed at a diftance, in a 
part of the country full of woods, fwamps, and 
rivulets. But here they were immediately attacked 
by a large body of Indians, and found it neceffary, 
from the inconveniency of their fituation, to retreat 
with all fpeed to the ifland which they had firft oc- 
cupied. 

lUnefs having obliged General Schuyler to re- 
move to Albany, the fole command devolved upon 
Montgomery, a man every way fit for the bufinefs 
he was now ii^trufted with. He united in an emi- 
nent degree, the character of a foldier and a gentle^ 
man ; polite, well-fpoken, and humane ; brave, 
cool, and thoroughly verfed in his profeffion. 

He foon found means, by his addrefs, to detach 
from General Carlton numbers of thole Indians who 
had joined him ; and upon the arrival of the remain- 

Aa 3* ' ing 
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5ng troops deftined for this expedition, he 'deter- 
tnined to lay fiege to St, John's, 

In the mean time various parties of the Americans 
-were difperfed over the frontiers of Canada, where 
the inhabitants received them with great frieridfliip 
and hofpitality. They not only furniftied them with 
provifions, but aflifted in carrying on the fiege, 
♦and reinforced them with numbers of their dwq 
people. 

While General Montgomery was employed m 

this fiege, Colonel Allen, a bold and enterprifing 

man, to whom chiefly the Colonies were indebted 

•for the taking of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, 

now formed the projedt of" furprifing Montreal, 

'He marched to this place at the head of a fmaU 

party of refolute adventurers, like himfelf ; but the 

•officers who were ftationed there, having received 

intelligence of his approach, went out and attacked 

'^him with the militia and a detachment of .regulars, 

'His party was totally routed, and himfelf ^ taken 

^prifoner, with a number of his men. Their treat- 

-ment was rather fevere ; they were loaded with 

irons, Allen himfelf not excepted, and fent pri-» 

^foners to England on board a man of war. 

The fiege of St, John's went onflowly atfirft fw 
want of ammunition ; but General Montgomery 
having acquired a large fupply of powder, by the 
taking of Chamblee, a fmall fort at a little difiance 
from St. John's, he now Ws eiiabled t<^ pufli his oper 
rations with vigour. 

The garrifon behaved with great . courage, and 
•fupported with uncommon patience the diftrefifesto 
which they were reduced by the want of Efficient 
*provifi0ns, They were commanded by MajoriPrcf- 
pn, v^ho acquitted hirnfelf ' on this occafion with 
^^qual ikill and valour. 

General Carlton, confcious of the importance of 
|:h is place, made every polfi^bleexertio?! to relieve 

if. 
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jit. His Situation .was in every refpcft highly uufa- 
vburable : the regular ,troops in his province we^fc 
now an inconfiderable numt^er ; the ueceffity of pro- 
^yiding for the defeAce.oif St. Jx^hn's, had obliged him 
togarrifon it with the major pjtrt.pf ^hein : the fe>v 
fhe.iud left were difperfed at a confidcrable diftance 
ironi each other,; and it was chiefly ,upqn new levies 
.^e was now to depend- 

In this exigency, it was propofed by ^Colpn^l 
3taQlean, an a(^ive and g^Ua^t ofiicer, to raife a 
f egiqient out of the Scotch Highlanders, that Jiad 
iately emigrated from their country : with this -body 
pf men, affiftcd by fome Canadians, the Colonel 
jjofted himfelf :at the jundlion of the Sorel with the 
jriver St. Lawrence. 

^ h\ the mean time General Charlton repaired tp 
iMontij-eal ; where, rwith infinite pains, he colled;e4 • 
^oi^t a thpiif^nfi n>ei^, qh^.fly Actives of Can^di^. 
With tbefe, and a few regulars and Brit;iih volun-^ 
t^i^s, he fet out tp join- Colonel Maclean, ii>ten^- 
^ijig to march ,with him dire^ly to the relief qf 
^St. John's. 

But the Provincials, who perceived his.^^figi^, 
^ath^red -a fupecior force, asul attacked him on his 
endeavouring to pafs from tbe|iflaj>d where Mpntrei^l 
^ands, to the es^i^ern Ihore : hU * Qanajdjl^s wer^e 
ioon routed by. the J^rpvinci^l^, andthe wboie^fchcra^ 
«Wjas defeated. 

Another bgdy. of Canadians who .had joined Co- 
lonel ^^aclean^ hqaring pf the difafter that had be* 
fallen their countrymen, abandoned him inftantjy^ 
ioid he was compelled to haf^en baqk to Quebec 
jwith all poflible fpeed. 

Thefe two fucceflive defeats weye ppwer/ul ^n- 
^ouragemenfs to the Arnericans, who were b^fieg- 
ing St. John's : they carried on their works with 
double ardour, and made fuch a progrefs, asto.pre- 
jpvc for an s^lJauU, on the body of the place. The 
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garrifon as refolutely waited for it, intending to de-^ 
fend themfelves to the laft extremity. 

But the news of the two laft unfuccefsful engage- 
rnents being communicated to them, and the utter 
impoffibility of being fuccoured reprefented by Ge- 
neral Montgomery, they yielded to necelTity ; and 
as any further defence could only occafion needlef$ 
bloodlhed, they confented to treat for the furrender 
of the fort. 

The terms denianded by the garrifon, were, to be 
perniitted to withdraw to Great Britain ; they had 
even infifted, at firft, on fome days refpite, in ex- 
pectation of General Carlton being able either to 
xaife the fiege, or throw in refrelhments .and fuc- 
cours ; but both thefe requefts were peremptorily 
denied. The only terms allowed them, were tg 
march out with the honours of war, in confideration 
of their gallant behaviour ; but then to lay dowa 
their arms, and deliver themfelves up as prifoners. 
They were permitted to keep their private pror 
perty ; and in all other refpefts were treated with 
that humanity which cjiarafterifed General Mont- 
gomery. 

The reddition of fort St. John took place on the 
third of November, fevcnty-five. The number of 
prifoners amounted to upwards of five hundred re- 
gulars, and near two hundred Canadians : among 
thcfe were fome of the principal nobleffe of that 
Province, who had very zealoufly embraced this 
pccafidn of tcftifying their attachment and fidelity 
to the Britifli government. 

The lofs of this place was a heavy and unex- 
pected blow to the Britifh intereft in America. The 
flower of the military and of the Canadians were 
here. It .was univerfally expe<fted that General 
Carlton would have been able to relieve it. His 
ill fuccefs, though proceeding from caufes that 
made it inevitable, and which neither fkill nor va- 

I lour 
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lour could oppofe, raifed the reputation of his an- . , 
tagonifts to a high pitch, and added frefli courage 
to the Americans and their adherents^ 

The body of Provincials who had compelled Co- 
lonel Maclean to abandon the poft of Sorel, loft no 
time in ere<fting batteries on the point projeding 
furthermoft into the river St. Lawrence, with the > ' 

view of preventing the (hipping at Montreal from ;^ 

going to Quebec : rafts and other conftruftions of 
that fort, well provided with cannon, were ftationed ;\ 
in the river, and every preparation made tHat could ,^ 

efFedlually obftruft the Generars paffage. 

Here, again, the Americans met with the com- 
pleteft fuccefs. After feveral fruitlefs attempts 
made by the armed veffels from Montreal, to force 
their way down the river, they were attacked in 
their turn, forced to retire, and purfued by the 
Provincials, who were now become mafters of both 
fides of the Ihore, and threatened to reduce Mon- 
treal as they had already done St. John's. 

After taking this fortrefs. General Montgomery 
advanced immediately with his victorious forces to- 
. wards Moptreal. His approach being daily ex- 
pefted, the few Britilh forces in that town repaired 
for fafety on board the fhipping, in hopes of fome 
aufpicious opportunity of efcaping down the riv€r ; 
but it was fo well and fo clofely guarded by the Pro- 
vincial floating batteries, that all efcape was foon 
difcovered to be imprafticable. Thus, whether iu 
the town or in the Ihipping, they now faw that they 
muft unavoidably fall into the hands of the Pro- 
vincials. 

In this extremity, the principal of the Britlfh 
and French inhabitants applied to General Mont- 
gomery, for the grant of a capitulation ; but he 
gave them to underftand, that being defencelefs and 
entirely at his difcretioq, they could not expeft fuch 
^ conceffion on his part ; as; he came not, however, 

' with 
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ivith any intention to opprefs or moleft then^, hnt^ 
^ ibe contrary, to give them proted:ion and free-*' 
dom, he would promife, in a folemn nxanner, tbajt 
IJbey fliould reraain in the unviolated poffeffion of all 
(iheir property and rights, civil and religious, iiip 
^^tprelfcd his hope, that the Canadians would fpeedily 
Jiave an opportunity of fettling their governnier^ 
and laws conformably to their own defire,,in.^ Pra- 
•viDCial Congrefs of their own chiiiing. Tl\is woul4 
Kjftabliih their freedom and domeftic affairs uppn f 
jpermanent. footing, ^nd deliver them from,the'i^;» 
conveniencies of which they juftly complained uor 
jder the form of government lately introduced 
;^moiig them for iniquitous. purpofe$. 

He engaged, that in- the mean tiipe, the ^xecu^ 
^ion of the laws feould be conduced v^s pQar ,^s pof- 
.fit^leip the fpirit of the Engliih conftitutipn, ai^ 
that the people -ihou Id be treated with the.utJDQip|t 
A^Dityboth in private ^ad public concerns. 

Having thus adjulled. all matters to the entireXa- 
^isfaAion of the inliabit;ants, he took peaces^b^e^pof- 
4cifion. of Mwtreal on the thirteenth day of Novenn- 
McVy fev^nty^five. 

After the iofs of St. Johfi!s, and the furread^r of 

^MonrroaU psopi^ begai;\. tp think that Quebec wo^ld 
:ftK)rtly fliare the fan^e fate. Deftitwte^of .acfuifici'^ 
.wt garrifon fori^ts defence, and full pf mal-(tOiv- 
rteflts, . it feemcd to oflfer itieif an .f afy conqueft tpi 
ifjhe -Provincial army, elate with Jfuch r^pid fucr 
',ceffes, ^ind kd .on, by Jo ablea commaader. Xt w^ 
.|iot doubr-ed this would be his ijejct ..attempt, ,and 
the general expectation was, that he would iVicqee4% 
What cpntribwted, particular ly»tQ this, ^pprehen- 
.fioQ, was the :abf?|ice of fhe Goverjnor, .whp:wasi 
.himfejf.ia ti>e rapft imminent danger, of beir^g-toadi? 
jprilbner ; in which cafe all hopes pf .prcfervin^. ei^^ 
fthcr the capital or, the pt^viiite itifelf, Avould bo 
^^nally'.givep,up, . 

^ % (jcaeral 
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Getieral Montgomery, who fully knew the im- 
'portance of making fuchra prize, n^gkdied nothing 
rto fecure it : be was diligently conftru(3:ing flat 
•boats, to carry guns of a fu<Bciet>t weight of tt>et*l 
•to attack the Bricilh armament on his fide, and thut» 
to put it between two fires. 

No expeftation now remained of efFeftii^g it^ 
.^fcape : >all that .could po^bly be attempted, .was 
cto watch the opportunity of a dark night, to .wri^y 
the Govrernor fafely off. This was happily executcil 
accordingly, in a fmall boat, rowed in the pro- 
;foundeft filence with muffled paddles initead.of oar^ 
of which the motion would, by its noife, have in- 
evitably occafioned an alarm among the .enemies 
craft, fo thickly ftatioried along the river. 

•Having thus provided* for his fafety, th^ next 
•ftep was to capitulate with the 'Provincials; but 
<the conditions were entirely their own. The whole 
•armament was obliged to furrender : it confided of 
eleven armed veffels, with a number of prifoners, 
-fome of them Britilh officers of rank ; General 
^Prefcot was one ; together with a very confiderable 
quantity of military ftores. 

In this manner was the whole dominion of Bri*- 
tain in Canada rgduced to the city of Quebec. The 
'Certainty of its being loft with the reft, appeared 
the more . certain and indubitable, as it was now 
-threatened by an enemy no lefs intrepid and. enter- ' 
•prifing than Montgomery himfelf. 

This new •enemy -was Colonel Arnold, a man of 
-the moft undaunted courage and Angular adivity. 
"^While the Provincial army was encamped before 
Bofton, he. cojtjceived the bold defign of invading 
.Canada, in a manner never yet attenjpted, in the 
many expeditions that had taken place during the 
various wars that had been waged in America be-* 
twcen t|>9 f*f ei^h and the Britiih Coloaies. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto the only pra&icable road to that Pro- 
vince was by the Lakes : they afforded the only 
convenient commtinication even in peace. Little 
was it expedted that a military force, attended by 
all the incumbrances of war, would ever imagine 
it were poffible to penetrate into that country by 
any other way. 

About the middle of September, a body of chofen 
men, confifting of near twelve hundred, left the 
camp at Bofton under the command of Colonel Ar- 
nold. They proceeded to Newbury, a fea port, 
•fituated at the mouth of the Merrimack, from 
whence they embarked for the mouth of the Ken- 
nebeck. 

This was the river intended to form the line of 
their ^expedition. Its head was at no great diftance 
from Quebec, the ultimate objeft ot their under- 
taking; but its ftream was rapid, and difficult to 
be ftemmed ; and its bed was ftrowed with a multi- 
tude of rocks that made it exceffively dangerous. 

They begun this laborious and fatiguing naviga- 
tion on the twenty-fecond day of September. — They 
were obliged conftantly to work upwards againft an 
impetuous ' current, that frequently overlet their 
boats, or filled them with water. They were often 
compelled by caterafts and other impediments, to 
land and continue their march on ihore, loaded with 
their boats, and other warlike burdens,jio lefs cun> 
berfome. In the encountering of thefe, and many 
other difficulties, they fuffered great loffes of fto^es, 
and provifions ; to fay nothing of the exceffive fa- 
tigue they underwent continually, the carrying 
places proving not feldom very long, and full of 
obftrudtions, one of them ftretching no lefs than a 
dozen miles. . , 

: In the midft of thefe inceffant difficulties. Colo- 
nel Arnold exerted all. his Vigilance to prevent a 
furprize; The Indiana, indeed, were the only peo- 
ple 
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pie from whom fuch a thing could be apprehended 
in the frighful wilderiiefs in which he^as now en- 
gaged. In order, however, to obviate any danger 
of that kind, befides the ftri<9:eft guard and look 
out on every lice, he ufed the precaution of reaf-- 
fembling every night, in one encampment, the 
various divifions that had marched apart during the 
day. 

After reaching the head of the river Kennebeck, 
they had ftill to make their way through forefts and 
fwamps, and over mountains and the rocky fum- 
mirs of thofe high ridges of land that feparateNcw 
England from Canada. 

' The prodigious hardlhips they had undergone 
before their arrival at this place, had occafioned 
numbers of their men to be fickly. In their pro- 
jgrefs along the Ihores of that river, they had fomc- 
times been forced to clear a paffage, by cutting 
down the underwood, for miles. Thefe continual 
obftrudions retarded them fo much, that on fome 
days they could hardly get four or five miles, for- 
wards. Their provifions too, from the frequent 
lofing of them by accidents on the water^ and from 
the tedious and unexpedled length of this, painful 
journey, were become fo fcarce, that many of them 
were obliged at laft to kill their dogs for food, and 
to have recourfe to other ihifts of that fort far their 
fuflenance. 

. On quitting Kennebeck, Colonel Arnold, in or- 
der to rid himfelf of all incumbrances, difmiffed 
^he fick and difabled, and with bis own divtfion 
proceeded forwards with all poffible fpee<J ; but un- 
fortunately for the expedition, here one whole third 
of his people, with a Colonel at their head, com- 
pofi.ng the rear divifion, took advantage of his ab- 
fevice ; and pretending a want of fufficient provi- 
fions, deferted him, and returned hom^ the way 
they came. 
L Undifmayed 
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Un^fmayed by this defertion, the body un^rf 
Colonel Arnold pufhed onwards, and after havings 
with the fame courage and fortitude as before^ over* 
come, a variety of obftacles^ they arrived at length 
on the banks of the Chaudiere, which difcharge* 
itftlf into the river St. Lawrerice, not far from the 
eity of Quebec, 

On the third day of November, full fix weeks 
from the beginning of the dreadful march of which 
they now faw happily an end, they entered the cul^^ 
tivated parts of Canada, and met with the habita* 
tions of men, after having loft fight of them for 
above a month. 

They met with the fame welcome that had bee* 
ftown to their countrymen: in other parts ; the^ 
were fuppHed with all kinds of neceflaries, andexpe^ 
fienced every fort of encouragement diey coul4 
liefire* ♦ 

The Canadians- Wefe ftruck with amazement^ 
Iv-hen they beheld an embodied for€€*effierging„ as 
it were, from the bofom of the wilderttefs* They 
Were not urtaccuftbmed themfelves oc&fionally to 
tifit thofe defarts, in hunting patties ; but if had 
never entered into fheir conceptiofls, tliat' it was 
poffible for human beings to traverffe fucb an im* 
ftienfe.wild, where obftru6fcionjr arofe at eV€*y fteji^ 
that had hitherto proved infurmountable ;> artd 
where Nature itfelf feemed to have forbidtfeirfucft 
ftn attempt, by throwiag the nioft Strndful and 
terrifying difcouragements Intheir \Vay; . • 

The ilovelry of the enter pris:^, the (|)ipit that 
gave it birth, the intrepidity and genius that corti^ 
^u(fted it> the courage and conftancywifh^hich it 
was atchieved, all contributed to rendei'lt thdrtloft 
ftriking,and memorable event that ha^p^nedd^i»g 
ttie Wari 

It did the higheft honour to itgcM^ki^br^ and 
to thqfe he commanded s they were chiefly NeW 

England 
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£figrartd -meo^; the major part of wbdm lidd never 
Wen in war. It fliowed they poffeflcd the innate 
bravery of their forefathers, and were truly deferv* 
in^ the name of Englilhmcil. 

But it was not only in America this expedition 
was extolled, as a feat of the moft confummate fkill 
and bravery : it was fpofcen of. in England itfelf^ 
and over all Europe in terms of the bigheft admi-? 
ration, and allowed by military judges- to be anf eJ6r 
ploit of the firft rate merit. { 

While it was viewed in this, light by the Euro* 
{lean world, we are not to be furprizcd that through- 
tnat the American continent,, the people whom it fo 
deeply interefted^ fhould reprefent it as one of tifcc 
tndh ftupendous tratif;aftions that ever happened m 
war, and ccimpace it to the mairch of Hannibal over 
the Alps* 

While ther inhdjitaints of Canada were iii this 
Ifaote of d{b>niihment at the boldnefe and fuccefs 
df the New .England people. Colonel Arnold 
publi^ed a deciafation in the name of General 
Waihington^ which had been prevloufly concert* 
ed between, them on: his departure fof this expe- 
dition* 

It invited them to acce<fe to^ thi geiteJral untoa of' 
the Colonies, and; to fight like them fo?r Anlericaj* 
freedom againft European oppreflSion* They were 
told that the intention of Congrefs in fending ttoopa 
araongft them,, was by no means to eKercife hoiti*- 
lities, but to give them countenance arid protcSiont^ 
aridaflFordtheiH' an opportunity of afferttng their 
owojuii rights. Far from confidering the Cana^ 
i3^m% as enemies, they wdre ftridlly ordered to treat 
ttetoas frienjds and allies^ with whom they \vcre 
jointly to co-operate iii expelling the comuaon 
<Hien^. 

hi confeqilonce of thefc folenin affuratices, th^f 
^n defired to remain in their dwellings with th^ 
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utmoft confidence and fecurity, and to furniib the 
troops with all the neceiTaries Jn their powery lot 
which they might depend upon full payments 

The intelligence of Colonel Arnold's arrival in 
Canada, together with the furprifing manner of his 
having penetrated through fuch a multitude of ob-' 
ftacles, threw the city of Quebec into the utmoft 
confternation. It was at this juncture in a very 
weak fituation. The inhabitants, and efpecially the 
natives of Britain, and of the Colonies fettled there, 
were highly averfe to the Quebec aft, and with the 
general fyftem refpeding the Colonies. Their dif- 
contents had expofed them to the refentment 
of the ruling powers; they were miftrufted, and 
regarded as fecret enemies, who would not fail 
to feize the firft opportunity of acting openly an 
hoilile part. 

In the mean time, their behaviour was fuch as 
manifefted how much they conceived themfelves 
ill ufed by the preference given, as they faid, 
and partiality ihown'to thofe Canadians and Bri* 
tifli individuals who differed from them in fenti- 
ments, and affedted, on that account, a fuperioF 
degree of loyalty. 

Born and bred in principles of freedom, they 
cqniplained that they could not exprefs themfelves 
on thefe fubjedks firmly and explicitly, \^thout in* 
curriag the cenfure of the adverfe party, and being 
reproacfhed with ilialevolence to their king and 
country. 

They imputed to thefe injurious fufpicioBS the 
xefyfal to embody them for the defence of the city, 
when they had requefted it, and at a time, when 
from the departure of all the military, it was left ia 
a ftate abfolutely defencelefs, notwithitanding the 
immenfe property it contained, which muft' una- 
voidably have fallen into the hands of the Provin- 

? cialSj 
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^ais^ togetiier with the city, had it then becii at 
Mcked, as it was daily apprehended* 

But the Engliih fettled at Quebec were pot th* 
only malcontents there : the far greater number of 
the French inhabitants were in the fam^ difpofition* 
As the Quebec aft affe^ed the inferior ckfl'es among 
them chiefly, though they did not dar^ to vent theif . 
diflfatisfailion af it witji the fame freedom as. the 
natives of Britain^ yet they were no lefs ready to 
oppofe it in every Ih^pe they cpuld^ without coming 
to ojpen refinance. . 

' Neither waS'it doubted, that they would at laft 
h;stve recoyrfe to this, if ever circumftances ihouid 
i^t<>vt unfavdurable to the intereft of Britain in that 
Colony. The behaviour of theirvcountrymen in 
many parts of the Provinccji thofe efpecially reii^Qte . 
from the feat of government, and.where the multi* 
tude was under iio controul, had exhibited convin* 
cing proofs what little dependency could be placed- 
on their attachmedt, and was a fufficient earneft of . 
what might be expefted from the French inhabi* 
tants of Quebec. . ♦ : 

• The heart-buynings and aniiliofitles tteceflarily 
arifing from thef^ caufes, were at their height, when ; 
Colonel Arnold mfade his appearance on the oppp<^ . 
fite Ihore, in fijght of the town. Luckily for tho 
placed intimation of his approach had been given* 
tijme enough to remove all the boats and fmall-craft^ 
otherwife he would probably have madehimfelf maf* 
ter of it in the firfl: moments of the general panic h0 
h^d ocCaiioned. 

^This difappdintment retarded his p^age fbm^ 
days : he was obliged to apply to the Canadians fot ^ 
affi^ance; they gave it with the utmofl: chearfuU 
ueifs. But another difficulty remained: the rivei* 
was guarded ,ty jTrlgates and armed veflfels, thai; 
Wer^ now pofted in mch a manner, as to render his 
pailage imprafticahle by day. Jie was compelled 

. Vol. L No. 7, Bb i% 
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to wait for an- obfcure night, favoured by whfch>> * 
he found means, by great mjiria£€rtieht' and cirdum-^ 
fpedtibn, to dudethe vigikncedf the men of wars 
people, and to land his men on the other fide rf * 
the fiver. , ' " 

In the mean time, neceffity had effeded areunioft 
of all parties in QjJebec. The property contained. ' 
in tKat city was fo '^great^ and the apprehehfion of* * 
Icfi^tig it, Ihould the city be taken, fo weirfound- - 
cd, that 'both Engliih and Canadians agreed to join ' 
fincerely and cordially in its defence. They werej:-** 
according to their ' defire, fprnicd into an armed 
bod5%^ and did military duty with all poflible a:Ia&« 
cntyj ' ■ 

Tn this exigency, ^pplfcatipn wa^ ^ made to the ' 
m'6tf of war in the rivfer for th6 affiftancc 'of their' 
faiiqrs and marines. They were Ijwided accbrdihg- ' 
lyj 'drid Vere ftationed at the'canriph'oa the Tzm^ 
part 95 where they behaved iwiththciirufual ihtrepi-' ' 
dity, and did eflential fervice, 

•In fiKha march as that exedtrtcd by Colonel Ar**'^ 
nold, it had been utterly impoffible to briivgany ar- ^ 
tillery. He now greatly experienced, the want of 
it; - He had foim^ -none in his croffihg through Ca-^" 
nada* It is prolxible that he /relied upon ;fome for-.* 
tunate contingency for a fupply lb heceffainf for hi$['- 
prefent i^ndertafcing ; or that he prcwnifcd himfelf i 
to he abk tif carry the place by furprize ; or> poffii- ' 
bly, that the nunibe'rs of the well-wifti^rs to his] 
caiife, would have overpowered* the other part^i^- 
and delivered the town into his hand^. • ' ' ^ * 

'On the failing 6f thefe expeift'ations, fteh2^d'ti<>. 
other plan to follow than tofeize the aVenUes to^ the ' 
city, a:nd cut off its communk^tion with the cbun^^ 
try, in order to diftrefsit foriA^ant of provifions^ ' 
*and thereby accelerate its reduftioA. '6d the arrival' 
of thofe troops that wfere now daily ex^e^S to be*' ' 
fiege rt_in due form-. /.'.'*'-.. '';>'" 
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Mepd&t&himklfoxithQ heights of Al^tm, fai 
fiious for the vi6ioty and fall of General Wolfe, iii 
die late Wai*. FtpAi thence he feht a ftag, funimon- 
}n^ the toWn to furrend'er j . but tile gafrif6n fired aU 
iwd iefviftd t6 admit, his meffagei^ ^ finding this 
tlriatiheff^ftual, he withdrew to^nie di'ftance frofa 
ft, in ordef t6 fefrefh his mefn ; not fofgetting, how-^ 
ever, to place them in fuch aaofitiori as to intercept 
^11 i\l'pplies from without. Here lie determined td 
&ttiuili till' joined by tliofe forces' thai had talcen St< 

cefsful caihpaign tliey had* niade by the taking ot 
Quebec, ^ j 

This was* tVeirearriefi defir©., asvfeiras tW ot 
0eneral Montgomery, wlio commaridea them^ Tl{e^ 
furrender of Montreal had' fupplied them with the^ 
dbathihg neceflary for fo rigorous a climate as . that 
of Canada during the winter feafohi It was jiow be-** 
giltl, arid had been fevefely felt by thejtxi;. But fuch. 
vfih their confidence in the abilities of tjie^r GQtiC'^, 
xkV, and their readinefs to fecbhd his deflgnsj* that, 
they bore all hardinips with the greateft patience ^ 
arid alacrity* ' ^ ^ 

Sudh behaviour ih them was tlie rnqte.^iigvilar aricl 
unexpedled, as the natives" of the Britiffx. Colpniesi 
have a reniarkable antipathy td regulai: aii^ f<>rm^l' 
fubordination : the people of ^ew Ehglaind efpe- 
cJaliy,. are rriuch more intolerant of eontrdul tjban, 
the others, and are peculiarly .averfe tp any e^'tprioj'* 
difpla^ ojF authority. In thefe refped;s, the Colo-« 
nlfts partake of the natural difpofition olf their neigh- 
bours^ , the Indians, wht) are notorioufly naor.e 'jea-, 
lous of tneir perfonal independence thani any other 
jaceofmeiiii 

A difpofitiori df this nature was Qot to'bt com*, 
bated with the feverity of military dif^i^]j^,^whiefi' 
Vfould have quickly occafioned ditcontenit'Sd defeV^ 

Bb ;% tion^ 
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tioii, and thus put an end to the operations intend^ 
cd. On this occafion the General had conftant erur 
f loyment for the various abilities he pofleffed. His 
difcretion, his firmnefs, his talent of perfuading^ 
were all needed to keep together men, who had no 
6ther motive to* induce their obedience, than zeal 
for the common caufe, and refpcd for his cha^ 
rafter* 

In the mean time General Cariton was returned 
to Quebec* Hisprcfence'wasitfelf agarrifon. His 
Exertions were fuch as befpoke the moft determined' 
fefiftance^ and contributed by their prudence to re-^ 
vive the courage of all men. That no danger might 
be harboured withm the walls, all that were unwil- 
ling to bear .arms in defence of the, town, were or- 
dered to quit it. The force he had was carefuUjF 
exercifed, and though fmall, and confifting moftly 
of people unufed to arms, it became ihortly expert 
and ufeful beyond their own expeftations. 

^ Had an army of fufficient ftregnth invefted the 
place, the garrifon it contained would not certainly 
have proved fufficient to defend a town of fuch a 
iiz^, arid enc'ompaffed with fuch extenfive fortifi- 
cations. Their whole amount did not exceed fix- 
t|2en hundred; among whpm . there "was only one 
dompany of regulars, aftd a few marines. The chief 
dependence was upon the feamen, who were about 
live hundred. 

Happily for the garrifon, the teficger^ Were not 
(o fuperior to therti m point of numbers, as to'caufe 
much apprehenfion on that account. It was-j^aftly 
fbrcfeen, that with proper management, a fuflici* 
eitcy of ftrength would be found to cope with every 
attack they might m^ke ; and that if they fliould be^ 
come maucrs of Quebec, it wDuId be much more.^ 
owing to their aftivity and yigour^than to themulw 
tTrude of hands they could employ. 

' Having th-us taken cffeftual meafurcs for a rcfo- 

' - ' lute 
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Itrte defence, unanimity and confidence were happily 
xeflored among the inhabitants, and they phearfully 
prepared to give the enemy a fpirit.ed re.ception, 
whenever he came. ' 

Two impediments of an efTentiaJi kind militated 
in their favour againft this enemy; the Jiatenefs of 
jhe feafon, and the xjefed of artillery. The fnows 
were fet in, and the roads were deep and miry, an4 
imptadticable for ,the cqnveyii^g of heavy cannoij. • 

But with all thefe difadvantages. General Mont- 
gomery determined, to purfue the e^nterprize he had 
projected. He was aware, that if he waited (pt, 
the return of fair weather, he would have a ftill 
niore difficult talk ; the garrifon would be reinfor- 
ced, and he would have a fuperior ftrength to en-; 
counter, which would at once put an end to all at- 
tempts upon Quebec. 

It was the fifth of December before he arrived iij 
fight of that town, after enduring a variety of hard- 
ihip^in piarching froni Montre^L Th^ diftance 
was one hundred and fifty miles, a fpacc, which at 
a milder time of the y^ar^ would have been traver- 
fed with eafe; but it was npw a fcene of continual 
interruption. Winter and climate conipired againft 
him ; it was a fevere trial for the northern Colonifts 
who were with him, .but thofe who came from the 
fouth were ready to fink ynder it. 

In the midft e^f aU Jtjiefe dil^ouragements^ .the, 
liege of Quebec was opened^ From the fewncfs of, 
iiis forces, GejoeraJ Montgomery flattered himfelf 
that tjbe garrifon might be ijpiduced tp fally forth, 
-upon him o<;;cafionally^ This would have given 
him an opportunity^ in pafe of their being repulfed, 
to purfue them fo plpfely, as to force a paflCage into 
the town during the confufion of^ a retreat. But 
they fuffered him to make his approaches without. 
giny Oliver interruption than the fire- of their guns,. 

P b 3 whicin 
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'^hich were well ferved, and did confiderablA 

' THe Provtncial forces had been much ditniriiihed 
by the heceffity of leaving detachments at Mpntr^al 
land Stp Johp*i5, ap4 fending parties' out to colled: pro- 
i^ifions. * This proved a great Hindrance to th^ 
puihing the fiege with vigour and difpatch. 
^ As \i was neceflary, however, to prefervg a gppd 
coiintenahce, General Montgoinery uimmpned" tlie 
town in d^c form. He ipiifte^ uppn the ftrength 
and goodnefs pf his troops, the Ipirlt vyith wh;ch 
their'fviccefleshad infpired thcfn^ and the dapper pjf 
expofing f\ich raw men as the garrifoQ was^ cpmpp-? 
fed of, tp vhe fviry and cpnfeqtfences of aii aifauVtt 
He reprefented, at tlie fame tipe, the in^ppjpl^bilitjj 
pf relief ^ the prcfent, and t^Ji^t Aone could be e^.-- 
peded bema:^ next April, befpre tHe expifatipi\ oif 
which, Quebec myft infallij^ly fur^epd^t, ^ete it 
(&hly'fpr want of neceffary fupphes, 
■ Thefe fummons w^re feAt as \iflial by a flag ; but; 
' they were treated as Arnold's Ka.d been^ an.d all 
correfpondcnce T^as refufed, Means we^e found, 
Jipwevfer, to convey the above intimation to the Go- 
. Pernor ;" but he was not a man to be iptimid^tedby^ 
any motives pr reprelentations what(oever. 

The whole' artillery pf the befiegers confifled on* 
ly of five fmall mpr.tars, and i\% cannpris of ligh^ 
metal: with thefe General Montgpniery^ Avas, npw 
obliged to make his bcft enfieavoiirs to apnoy tbet 
pity. The bonibardmeftt continued fome time with- 
out intermiflipn, but did not occafion niuch damage, 
or diforder; ^nd the cannonade produced little ef-? 
feft, from the infuifficient fize of Jtjie pieces^ 
* In the meantime, the news oT^fiis paft fucceiTei 
had filled the Colonics with the moftTapguine ex- 
peftatlops of their conjtinuance, and that' Oi'e taHing^ 
6f Quebec would- crown the atchievements' pf th,eip* 
^rft campaign, f he General kne\y the cpnfequen-:' 
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.iwfi of - popuhr difeppdintment, diljd' Was therefore 
, determined to leave no expedient untried to fiffiTy 
,tfae wifliesof a people Jwrho^ honbtifed 'hkn with-fo 
irigh a degree of confidence. , ^ 

' But the difficulties he had to Cdntehidl with were 
' /now daily increafing* He blid to encounter the extre- 
mities of fatigue and of cold. His men were hot fuffi- 

• clently humefous to relieve Sacli other properly in the 
fyerpetual labours they under^vent, and when worn 
doivn with tCfil, tbey were ftill eS[p6fed to the ihde- 
xnericy of the-tweather. Me begin to Apprehend, 
that difgufted at fo much fuflfering, thofe whofe 

rtiihe of lervicfe xirtas expired ^ would demand and in- 
fill upon their beShg-difcKatged. 
. On the other Handv he faw nd pfrofpeft of making 
,tliat imprefSon dn the place Which niWht have flag- 
.g^red the ref0lution of the befieged. Th<y were well 
fupplied with artillery, afid \Varlike ftores of all 

• kinds, aiid were inuring themfelves to iirmnefs and 
, -perfeyeiahce, through the eiaih^te of the Gbver- 

irior and his officers, who by their Ikill and affidulty, 
had rendered the new kvies^. highly ferViceable, aiil 
had at the fame time irifufed a pre^Jgious Ipirit into 
all under their command. THb wis vifible upon . 
every emergenty. The garrifdrf, though compofed 
of individuals who greatly differed in charaft^r 
and fituatiotts of life, jimited in the bearing with 
the utmoft chearfulnefs the fevere and continual 
^uty that was unavoidably impdfed upon them* 

The depth of winter was now at hand. The 
General was convinced' of the abfolute neceffity of 
raifingthe fiege, <>if of finifhing it by a fpeed^ fuccefs. 
This latter was hdwever a forldrn hope-: he faw 
-no other method of effedihg it than by ftof ming 
the place; but this was an attempt accompanied 
with infinite danger, and Where \t wasf ht^rdly poffl- 
bletofuccced. ., . ^ - -• • 

Bb^ The 
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The upper part of the city of Quebec was 
rounded with works too ftrong for ah attack with his 
iQnall force ; and the accefs &om the lower town, 
on a fuppofition he could carry it^ was exceiEvely 
diiEcu^ty from its fleepnefs, . being in fome places a 
. precipicci and delenfible by a handful of ineh againft 
fnultitudes. > 

Bi^t his native intrepidity ^ and that thirfl: for 

. glory which is the predominant paffion of heroic 

minds^ made him overlook all theie perils, and re- 

folve at pqf:^ p cornpafs the point propofed, qr 

perifh in the attempt, 

Trufting to the good fortune that had hitherto 
attended him, and confiding in the bravery of his 
troops, " and their alacrity to follow wherever' he 
ihould lead, he finally determined to make a bold, 
land, as much as poffible, a fudden and unexpeded 
^Iforf to take the town by efcalade* . 

But the vigilance pf the Governor was fucb, that 
every part of the place was guarded with all poffi^ 
ble circumfped:ion, and the ftrength he had was fo 
judicioufly diftributed, as tp be able to carry the 
^peedieft affiftance wherever it might be wanted, 

Ip4epen^eRtly pf this it has been furmifed, that 
intelligence was qpnveyed tp the garrifon of the 
. fiefign in agitation in the Provincial camp. This 
put the befieged fo much uppn their guard, that by 
f he arrangements they immediately made, it was 
feen that the plan proje<^ed againil them was difco- 
yered^ This? it h^s bepn faid, compelled thebe-r 
|ieger$ to adopt another, which being of a more 
difficult operation, flefeated the whole fcheme. 

The laft day pf December, feventy-five, was 
p|tche(l upon by Qeneral Montgomery for this ar- 
flyous trial, Having made all the requifite prepa- 
ptipng^ he advanced to the attack by break of (uy, 
Jn pj}P midft pf ^ he^yy ftpfiii pf fnpw, which in 

... * famp 
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ibme meafure covered his men from the fight of th^ ^ 
garrifon. ' 

Four attacks were made on this occafion :- — ^tWo 
of them were feints upon the Upper Town ; the tWo 
real aflaults were commanded by General Montgo- 
mery on one fide, and Colonel Arnold on the other. 
T^heft different approaches of the enemy, threw the 
garrifon into great uncertainty, whither to turn 
Hheir principal attention for defence. 

In order to infpire his people Vith emulation. 
General Montgomery afligned one of the attacks to 
the New York, and the other to the New England 
pjien : thefe were headed by Arnold, the others He 
Jed Oil in perfon. 

Through fome miftake, the fignal for attacking 
was given before it had been intended. The be- 
fieged, through this accident, were aliarmed time 
enough to prevent a furprize, upon which the Prp^ 
vincials chiefly depended. 

The way through which General MoptgQjnery' 
had to pafs, was between the river St. Lawrence, 
on one fide, and the rocks on which the Upper 
Town Hands, on the other, — It was narrow and in^- 
commodious. As he knew the moft defperate ex» 
crtions of valour would be required, he had felefted 
a number of his moft refolute men to accompany 
him on this firft onfet. With thefe he made thp 
quickeft hafteto clofe in upon the enemy, as near 
^s it was prafticable. 

He foon forced his way through the firft barrier / 
but the fecond, which led inimediately to the gates 
of the Lower Town, was much more ftrongly for* 
tified. Here a ilrong body of the befieged was 
pofied, with feverai pieces of cannon^ They re- 
ceived him with a difcharge of muflcetry and grape 
^ot, that made an inftant and almoft total llaugh* 
ter pf bis partjr,«— lie fel| himfelf with his principal 
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The lofs of their General fo much difc^cartj^ 
the body which- he had commanded, that the at;tack 
was notcontinuedi and a retreat was thought moft 
advifable. 

Colonel Arnold^ at the head of his New Eogknd 
men, was in the mean time engaged in a fufiotss 
aflault on the fide of the Lower Town oppoiitt to 
that where M(Uigomery had juft fallen* If e at&Kked 
a barrier defended with cannon, and carried it, 
after an hoyrs obftinate refinance ; but this f\:iccefs 
vas attended with a great lofs of his meli ; and he 
received a wound himfelf, which compeHed him 
. to withdraw from aftion* 

Thofe officers, however, on whpm the command 
.now devolved, continued the Bfhja^t with unabated 
vigour, and took pofleffion of Another barrier. 

But the befieged, who now perceived the fmall 
number of the enemy employed in this quarter, and 
that nothing Was to be apprehended from any 
, other, colled:ed the whole ftrength of the garrifon 
againft them. A large body, on the one hand, fal- 
. Jied out from a gate that opened towards their rear, 
and fell upon them with the utraofl fury; their 
whole corps lay mean while entirely expofed to a 
heavy fire from the town walls, under which they 
were now fo clofely preft, that all retreat was cut 
off. In this dreadful fituation they maintained a 
fight of full three hours, before they confeitfcd to 
fujrender, 

» Such was the iffue of an expedition, which, had 
it terminated to the advantage of thofe who con* 
dufted it, might pofiibly have decided at once the 
|ate of America, 

The fiege of Quebec forms a remarkable epocha 
in this unfortuate war. The behaviour of the Pro- 
vincial troops was f\ich, as filenced all thofe who 
had fufpeded their military ^hara(Sler-. The bravefl; 
and mpft experienced veterans could not have ex- 
ceeded 
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cf eded th^e firmi)^ wd ii)trepi4ity they difplayc^ 
in their laO: ^ttacl^. 

Thje tcrrpination of the ^ege by this fignal oV«W 
thrqw> put alfo. an end tQ all ^pprehenfions for the 
i?|fefy or Quebec ^njd of Canada, The ftrength <^ 
the Proyincials was now {o much leffened, that Co- 
Ipnel Arnold had not eight hundred efiei^iive mei| 
left uifider hi^ comif^and. 

With this inconfiderable body he had, however, 
the boldnefs to encamp w^thip three miles pf th^ 

S^n. As it was qut of his power to attack a place 
which the garrifpn doubled his own numbeifS,* h^ 
^om^ented himfelf with intercepting the conveyance 
of refreiha\ents and provifions thither, and fucceed^ 
e4 therein fo well, as to prove a heavy annoyance^ 

In^ orde^,: at the fame time, to maintain his 
;romid in cafe of ofFenfive meafures on the paft of 
iQ garrifon, he forti^ed his encampment wi^h alV 
ca^re, and took every precaution that circumfkances 
would allow to fecure himfelf in the pofition he ha4 
chofqn. 

Notwithftandlng thelofs of Montgomery had^ ii\ 
manner, defeated the end of the expedition, the s| 
iProvincials were ftill determined to remain in pof- 
ikQior). of what he had acquired for them, till cir-. 
cumflances more aufpicious afforded them a fecon4 
c^pportunity pf renewing the attempt in which he 
had unfortunately periflied* 

Colonel Arnold's fituation was, however, ex-^ 
tjcemely critical. He w^ at an immenfe diftancc- 
from thofe p2xts whence eiTci^ual aiiiflance eould be 
€;xpeifled* The moil expert officers, and the. 
braveil fpldiers of the Provincial army had fallen, 
before Quebec ; and his chief refources lay now in, 
}us own genius and abilities. 

He had, on his firft entrance into Canada, experi- 
enced much kind treatment from the French iriha- 
bitants^ and been frequently prooxi^ed to be jqined 

I 
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by a cpnfiderable number of them ; but thefe pro* 
mifes, from a variety of caufes, had not been per- 
formed. Had they been poffeffed of the fame con- 
Hancy of determination, that animated the Erigliih 
Colonifts, and united under the ftandards of Mont- 
' gomery and Arnold, while they were yet vidtorious, 
it IS highly probable, that nbtwithftanding the cou- 
rage and capacity of its Gpvernor, the capital mull 
have followed the example of the Province, and at 
length have fubmitted to their arms. 

But now thit a total reverfe of fortune had bc-» 
fallen them, the utmoft that could be expected 
from the Canadians, was, that they would continije 
friendly to the Provincials, an4 fupply their wiants 
while they continued afnong them/ 

It was even become a difficult taft: to keep the 
Provincial troops themfelves from difembodyingi 
and returning to their refpeftive homes. This' re- 
luftance to remain in their prefent ftation^ did' not 
proceed from a defeft of fpirit, or good will in the 
caufe, nor from want of attachment to their com- 
ftiander,for whom they profeffedthe'highe ft Regard ; 
but from a perfuafion that it was neediefs, ^nd that 
all re^fonable hopes of making an impreflion upon 
the enemy in that quarter were entirely fruftjrated 
by the preceding difafters, 

Tfee'utmoft be could do, wa? to prevail upogi' 
them to remain upon the ground they occupied, 
^ind* from thence to keep a ftrift eye on the enemy, 
^nd to endeavour, m the mean time, to ftrengthei> 
^d extend their intereft among the people in Ca- 
nada, and ufe every method to perfuaf^e thena tp 
itake at once a decifive and ^jflive part iij favoyr of 
jrfie Engiyh Celeniesi 

While the remains of the late American army 
were thus enduring, with the utmoft patience and 
jfortitude, the hardships of a winter encampment 03^ 
tk^ ifQKn plains of Canada, the peoj[^e^tit Quebce" 
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jrerc enjoying the comfortable fitftatioo ©f beiqg 
cdmpietely relieved from the termors of falling into 
the hands of an enemy, whofe wants would nave, 
in all likelihood, prompted him to feize upon the 
yaft property they' poflefled. '' . 

Their fpirlts were* fp elated, and the confi^e^jice 
they repofed in their commander fp . unbounded, 
that it was imagined by fome,,t)iiat ,had ;hey been . 
led forth after the defeat of the' Provincials, they' 
would probably have entirely routed them, and com-> 
pelled them to fly out of the country ; Hut. as the. 
Advantage already gained had . effefted all that was 
heceflary at the prefent, it was'judge.4 more prudent. 
to run no farther hazard; arid to wait quietly. for* 
the reinforcements that would not fail to come from 
Britain in due time, and plage them hen<;:efptwardi 
cut of the reach of all danger* ; 

^' This deliverance of Quebec may be confidered ^% 
<iheofthofe proofs, how far the vafour and mili- 
tary talents of one man, are able tq go in thefpeedy 
formation of foldlers.. The American war itlelf was 
ihdeed a ftriking inftance of this kind. But nothing 
ihbwed this truth in a clearer light than the beha- 
viour of tho/e men, who|n Governor Carlton was 
compelled to. employ upon this memorable occa- 
fion. They a&ed with coglnefs and refolution fuit* 
able to every emergency ; and from the time they 
took up arms, to that when their fervice was no . 
Ibftger needed,' they teftified a readinefs to obey . 
command,, and an acquiefcence in difficulties, that 
could not have been exceeded by men the moft fa- 
ihiliaozed to the hardfhips and painful fubordina- 
tions of a military life, 

. ^he fancour that had fo unhappily fubfilted be* 
.tween the regular* an^ the Provini;ial troops, gsivc? 
way, on this occafion, to fentiments of. humanity-' 
The Americans who furrenderedthemfelves prlfbner? 
q^,.\var, had no reafoato complaih of ill ufage : the^ 

wounded- 



wbu6d(Jd were treated with \}t6pet care, Mi 6B tfiti 
fiectUary feverity wai fliown t6 tK^ others'. 
- No man that ever fell in bkttte duritig a civil* cott- 
teri, was everirfdr^ uhiverfdliy regretted thaiitfe- 
neral Montgomery. H6 was of a refpeftable hm^f 
in Ireland. After f^vinj* iri tht litd war \fri^H dif- 
t?inftion, he married an Ametiean liady, and' fetUeci 
hithat pm of the wcfrld, wKere he wa^ beloved ittd 
xfefpefted as much as if he had been a native of tlii 
firft rank and confequence. 'thbtigfr a' ftraiijijer B^ 
Uirth, the reputation of his irttegri^ was fudh, thai 
frotvi the charaftef he bore of a' wd!rm M^ti'd tS 
the liberty of America, he Wa^, oti'th'e flttfbre^-. 
iri^ out of hoftilltifes, cdnfidfeted as a* man fife td ^'i 
thiffed in that caufe. He wa$^ atcordingly* called 
ftrth by Congrefs, and honouitd' ^ittt the' cdtii^ 
miffion of Brigadier-General. 

His conduft fully correfpond^d^ with' thrit high 
opinion of his abilities and fidelity, in th6 Iho'rf 
Ipace of tiihe he lived' to ad^itftheitfeMte, lib'ni^Ti^ 
itendered them of more iftipcJftahce, df* did theii* 
oaufe more hofioxifby the m^gnahirhlty'of hik ptd^'^ 
ceediitgs. 

As he had facrificed the haj^pinefs he enjoye'd id' 
pnvate life^, to the ferVice attd'defence' Of the cbfii^' 
rfiunity of whicli' hfe was become' a'meihbe^; he w^§' 
abfolVed of all unWdrthy'ahd' fiftidtis' vi6t?v§; ah^j 
coilfidered as a man' v^htt aft'ed fforil cbnfcifeh^e aiid 
principle. 

In this light Ke was viewed'v^fill'elivirig; arfd'fpo"^ 
keii of^ when dead. H^ had the fih^ular felittty of 
befittg equally efteemed by the friends aiid 'the fde^ 
of the party he had efpoufed.* Whfen the nfe^ivVdf 
his d^^th arrived in Englaftd, it o'ccafiohed gCMal 
f6n-ow^: his nathe whs mentioned iti Parfiaifneftt if*' 
felf : with the higheft t6fped; Thofe who Vad beetf', 
h!s fellow-foldiers in the i*i!6" tHomphant War, wept^ 
oveif his^ untirtie^y fite> lli^^ihMffeir' hthifdf h'c^;^ 
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noured his memory ; he acknowledged his worth, 
though he reprobated the caufe for which he fell. 

Such was the end of Generar Montgomery. — He 
died in the ftrength and flower o£ his days. What 
has been faid of fcmie' celebrated- chara&ers, may 
with peculiar juftice be applied to him : — He lived 
long enough for his owh^ reputation, but died too 
foon for .the good of that fociety to which he be*- 
longed, ' / 

It may not be amifs to add, that all due refpeft 
was fliown to Kis remains, and that they were bu- 
ried witji the n^mtary folemniti^s becoming His ' 
ilation'. 
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CHAP. XV. 

TranfaSlions in Virginia* 

WHILE the norther A Cdlohies of America 
w^re thus inyolved in hoftilities, the fouth* 
cfil were torn with diffentions that threatened to ter» 
miiiate in the fame manner. 

'The people of Virginia had ever fincS thfe com- 
mencement of this unfortunate difpute, diftingtrilh* 
ed themfelves by their forwardnefs in openly and 
explicitly condemning the pretenfions of Great Bri- 
tain, and aflerting thofe various privileges to which 
they thought themfelves and the other Colonies en- 
titled. 

They ftill continued in the fame mind and tem- 
per* They had unanimoufly agreed in fending De- 
legates to Congrefs ; they had zealoufly adopted all 
its opinions, and conformed to all its injunftions} 
they had formed committees and aflbciations for 
every purpofe recommended to be profecuted iii 
that manner : they had, in Ihort, refolutely deter- 
mined to maintain, at all hazards, the confederacy 
entered into by the Colonies, for the obtaining re- 
drefs of grievances, and the refilling of the claims 
gf Britain. 

That Province was at this time governed by the 
Earl of Dunmore, a nobleman of a firm and refolut^ 
difpofition, whom at firft they treated with the 
higheft marks of refpedt, and with every proof o£ 
great perfonal regard* 

He had, however, at this turbulent period been^ 
like all other Governors on the continent, often em- 
.broiled with the people of his government* He had 
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tt thli kirtlie/been engaged m-^ Ti6Knfc akeircatrd* 
Mrkh thfe AifeAibljri the diflolution of whith afford-^- 
ed gf eat' eatifts* of eoniplaiht^ dn afctdiiht: of 'the rix- 
jpdtatibH 6f 'tKdfe milithi law^j wKfch cbu^d lioij b^e 
tM&fft!A \fithdut tKieIr InirWediate concurrencoi , • ' 

Thelfe la^s wel-eof pecisliar ccmfe^uctfec fti V 
gihii,^ t^Mfihy inhabited byprodlgidui*niuftiin3cIes; 
of Negro flaves, difperfed over the v^hSle Yt6vm^f • 
ariaSnioiintiiig td ti>?ice tke ilutnbl6f 6^ tti^ white 
iiifebitih¥$. .! '^' I -'' ^^ • ' '^ ' ^ V 

• The^ p*b|^ o'fa til is ^dccmii cotiiplaaibd' df tReir ! - 
filing ejfipoftd ttf 'the fflanlfeH-dpiigdr 8f ^Vihfaf-'; 
rtOfton from the Negrbec ; ^fitf ti\ def^H (^f j^n Af^ . 
fembly^ eledled a Provincial Cbnyehtlpfj-, * wbjclr ' 
patffdd a rSfoliktidn "that-each xiou^^ 
fijcntipany'foftts'prtitedtlottfc - - • ' \ ' / '^ 

^ The^ Oo^ethor ^Vae^ highly dffeild^d^ 'it tfifeir hir^ ; 
iftg tlius affuttied thfei ^^er df the liiilitiai which it* 
alltimesji and iii every Cttlpny, is the peculiar ]^re*! 
.fogdrivfe'df We' RepfiltrntaHve of the'CfroWn; Not 
'knowiiitf ho# far theif interitiifns' mWlitf^ichv after 
tafcihg S^n^precederited a Aejy; hd fefoWedV-tn or-: 
der to prevent, as mutili^As ky ihliib' p6W^r, any^ 
fif f tHef t^rdeere^h^i 6f that kltfd^ tiJ lecbre.'tjle pow- . 
der dfepdfited ttt' thb Jxtil)Uc ftdrehdxife 6f "the Colo^ 
ny, at Wllliamlburgh, the, capita) : . it ^yas' accord* 
ih'^iy -rtriipp^ed on- boird a Ihip,' by a biirty. of ma- 
rlHe^ •H|)«chk!a iQxdt^ for thai: purpdfe. • 
• ' NdtWithftanding thfs was'dibne durifig '<he liight^ 
arid cohdiifted With t^e\itmoft circum^eftion and 
Rtr^y,' it was khowil the very next day ;' and from 
the Uilcpr^iriiott care that had been takcii tb conceal 
ItJ;' ekcited t'fie • moft vxoletat fufpicibti tliat fome 
dangcrpui ^efigti was in agitation* 

'Hie tbwns-peopie- jfflehibied in arriis^ iii ^rder to 
fox'ce the Governor to 'return the.pbWder, .Happily 
the'tna^iftratts interfered, stnd took iipob thfeui-* 
ftlves to obtain the iatisfadion that W49 demanded 

• V«uL Noi 7* C ^ by 
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b^ the inhabitants. They reprefented to him the 
propriety of the city being always fuppli^ with fo. 
neceflary an article, and the particular neceffity of 
its being ready at hand at the prefent tftae, from 
the apprehenfions lately entertained of plots among 
the black people, who, on hearing of what had hap- 
pened, would become the more intent to carry tbeip 
into execution. 

' The Governor avowed the removal of the gun^ 
powder was by his direftion. Having received in* 
telligence of commotions i|i the neighbourhood, 
he oeemed it . prudent to convey it to a place of 
fafety, promifing, however, to return it, whenever 
it ihould be wanted. ' 

[ With this anfwer, the magiftrates of the city reft* 
ed feemingly f^tisfied; but this tranquility was 
ouickly interrupted by a report, which was fpread 
that \ w^ry night, that an armed party from the man 
of war was marching to WilUamlburgh. This 
brought again the inhabitants together under arms^ 
gnd they dire(fl:ed their principal vigilance towards 
the magazine, fully refolved to obftrud all further 
removals of what it contained. 

, The conduct and violent coqiplaints of the ,peo* 
pie on this occaiion, were highly ofienfive to the 
Governor. 

The whole of what had been removed did not^x* 
ceed eight barrels of gunpowder, a quantity i^t of 
iuflicieht coniideration to juftify fuch outrageous 
murmurs. In this flate of irritation at fuch a defi- 
ance pf authority, foihe unguarded exprcflions wejre 
dropped in prefence of the difaftcAcd^ who did not 
Kail to embitter tbem in the reprefentation that was 
made of them to the public* 

They were menaced, itleems, with a fettingjup 
of the royal ftandard, and a proclamation of. li* 
berty to the black flaves ; arms were to be put into 
their hands, ta be employed againft their mailers; 

^ ^ Williamf-" 
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WUKaihiburgh wai threatened wSih deftruftioft; 
aad other relentful infinuttions were throwa but* 
All thefe produced high difeontent and anger, and 
kindled w general flame throughout the coViny. 
. Aflemblies were held in confequence ^of the fore*^^ 
going tranfadtions, wherein the Governor's condud^ 
ID them was cenfured with great afperity » 

But the temper of the people was fuch, that their 
leaders did not think it neceflary to (top at bare 
complaints : fome of thfe moft daring took up armSf 
with, a^refolution to compel thofe who had the eun* I 

powder to reftore it, and to fetze, at the fame tune, 
on the public money into their own pofleffion and 
keeping. 

They were oh their march to Williamiburg with 
this intent, when they were met by the magiftratea 
at a few miles diftance from the city» Here am {'^ 

agreement was entered into, by which the Receiver 
General of the Colony, became fecurity for the pay* > 
meht of the gunpowder ; and the imhabitants j^o* 
mifed, on their part, to uke into their cuftody the 
magazine and public revenue. i 

Happily for thp peace of the city, no further 
confequence refulted from this infurre&ion. But 
it alarmed the Governor, who^ after difmiffing hi$ 
lady and family on board of a man of war, fent for \ 
a party of marines, with which he garrifoned his 
palace ; fortifying k ai well as ctrcumftances would 
allow, and fvirhiihing it with artillery. 

He alfo iflued a proclamation^ in which he de« 
ckred the promoter of the infurreftion guilty of 
Ueafonabte behaviour, ii> compelling the Receiver 
General to become bound for the price of the pow** 
der. The people were accufed of difaffedtion, and 
a propeniicy to encourage innovations in govern* 
ment. _ 

But this proclamation was of no avail againft 

t^^ie ac whom it was levell^. Mu Henry, the 

... .-^ . ^c a perfon 



]g<w/iMftlwltolkef(^ (lhoim8i''Cbnlttnts^i)!ii;atolieitfi£W 
199$ ft»p¥l»r inw iftftbcrCt}kiny&/ Hb. had beeiiid: 
^^tffi^py^fe^fi(EmgT^^K9(^ kbat'hficihouid M 

His condufitim&iaFtbetntieaBtltis^^ 

m^etPrpvbo^ it tr»' unajliiiibuiljn dstemdtitdl 

cwr^ ao!)r td^cMMMioni asemtiiircof rldsqiiAifta: adiM^ 

txiTlKi^y)' xietvrtodcMTiibfiigDesf ffanmh;the frhargep 
imputed to them of intending to fabvert the^gtix 
Iferrtment i; . AhS^*4lEnkdj:^mtfaiJia{kfir beat^ thdti of 
bdJBgi^i&ifoAied^ and iofiAednoHtheicjb&iBg dxlJ 
Iftcetyi free fromblanie ifidioltiieaEfitTes tite)r haift 
fatdf t^kenVi aieMl no ^vf^ays ui ifkuteifoir^the tnxiblf^ 
a9dr <difltifbaiie» 'tfaat'^.faad faippeo^ •:. i i ^ (> 
«oit «I£QA1lateeiy^.feB^€'Ut .about; ;1^ riuKU 

to the Britifh miniftry^'.fdl aotaitbeJbiadsr/efr^fi^ine 
<>f/'tfa9')adireifei'pattjrt ..Thajf; ;nsidie itheifl puUUc^ 
dnd repflrefdntedi t'Uenoi in :aD •4)c&bw/)ighty :£ES fmfta^ 
tiii^f^fts^* add gsb^kii^,^ ft^ui^kmaxldcl^iptioss ofi. uto 

{iiiTheptibtec^tisdh d^itliefelmeFrfroda^ 
t&0ciiui^;God£^yBDGBi ifhat faacS ^efbl'ted^ BoikinA 
from the difcoT€r|rioffiKe;eotrcfpohdl»debf Gorwte« 
iiadpHlitdhulfonQi ^ia£picao£an4^iaLifkrQftiputiax)i^ 
to 3il^confidQdoeiaad7iCordialky(';*'Qiufr'rq^l''tfaat ^xafi» 
£ud or Jdone xmrtiiiLps fide^ > u^iRtonredt^ imifor ian 
1r^p<^tati(nuc..ic -^r; •.: : : : .a- .' • r^\ * i *: rj:t .> 
1 vWhilethe :G6ldDyrwfls >ui dik/lUte. tif coiiFafiaB^ 
thejconcilUteii3&:mocaDak cavEkdhy^clwr minifbsttdijr^ 
ing the laft fefiion of Parliament^ arrived in^'Miti 
^ma:'. Theiieoei&tyK>f;ob<aLtnin^^rif'lpaffibl0> li^c 
Colony^s ddceptabce tof the cerxns tbesofripropofitd^ 



3 1LTA ^* '/vPft%?J" ilSf 

iSiwim Ae^OWfnor to cdl'^ft Affitiitfyv 'HV it- 
ted'aH liis'ibiHtifes Ih ' -df drt' Hp itici-ftiadtf them't^ 
^dindde'-wit^ -tli^ «ff«frs o^ -ParfcltfTcaf : lie tlKcf 
^ve»ry ^g^itterit<tej«t»u^d-Bfe;aatfviceU in their i^-* 
fdAr-j^HeUid «trorf'%Wm-i»e-fiiit^rfty^ftlie et'. 
forts made on the part pf Britain, . to procurd ?^ 'Jf^-' 
ca^«iHa«on■a«^^y*taM 
<fc«iiraHtefeftf 4iAth 




<Apftein*qViaffly^ t^^M^ftfdtJiii'ahdth^ gobd Will'tf^ 
riife'Gblottife :.%id*«eteiiryitoatV'ft^i4i*wfe fi^ed; kW 
l!«d^beeiijudgfed'%<«vWr%'^'iffti^(t^i>ftittititm^ 




■Oft- 

riifiPltght,: H^h'feHi -wfas-khe t^de" (wiriecruglit to-bF 
Vfew«din, tHe'<iiii«*ifif^tbTriJidtioA'^S ttp iio«, 'ii^ 
fti^V^thati ane:inl^ftam^in^fetffrolfi'6h-bat BritiiU^ 



be given freely and un<*<?mp6Ml:dJ.''"' l^ey oogh't;' 
m thefe' l-eafbte, 'tfhejif ftjHy ^i>M»iricte this o^p)r- 
turiity. of prpvitf^} tKkttTrcy pidfllijjftd hi. reality ^hai^) 
Aftfcei* jtttachmt^t 46^ th^ pirctit ' 'Siitfi,: wKich they 
hil*fe repeatettiy pfeffefled: "PiStahi .Was manifeftiy 
difpbfed to live v»ftth>thete' oii' i, fo6/t|fl^ '<if the fi^^ 
dltre«'am»<?yi'-th«f«:lng.'anff ?irli^ttietit' meri'ted; 

mt^'^i^.'Wmsif^fii eiRtami a wip; bvirirrd^ f^-' 

conciliation, -to^ fefefetft*,' ofif thdff'p4rti with an eq[ii/«'' 
d«firfc-tb Wn^^yftie^ieadftnaV'teli^a provedlb 
benefifcfeJ fo- Am<«rit*'. I . Ai-ct?nMrrfeftb^1n'*^h'^ *ifi^-' 
flrttfi^ofedV' w<fald^de oCiiJf bi» | ft^f p^eVlbdto ' 

titfe imhiwby i»»tt«9b*ithajlP%i:ft>rtg ■ 




^cfelVtiig thfi proof of their HiitiM indiwtfofes/ 
*^'-»' C c 3 would 
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would mftantly remove whatever hoti die leaft ap^ 
pearance of an improper burden upon America, and 
a clear unqueftionable line would be drawn by the 
terms, in which the motion was concdved, betweea 
the claims of Great Britain and the rights of th^ 
Colonies. 

The manner of addrefs, the tirguments employ* 
ed, and the efforts ufed by Lord I>unmoreon this 
critical occafion, to prevail upon the Afiembly 
to accede to the terms proppfed by Parliamenta 
have by many impartial people been allov^ and 
reprefented as eauallv well chofen, and juftifi* 
able, and perfe&ly aaapted to the end he had in 
view. 

But as in all human affairs there is a feafon when 
the powers of reaibning and perfuafion are at an 
end, and the decifion of things depends on the tem- 
per and paffionsof thed^^, thefpeechof theGover** 
nor, which might, at a happier, and more peaceable 
period, have proved a ground of temperate dtfcuf* 
fion, was in a manner loft and forgotten, amidft the 
jars and bickerings that followed immediately on 
the opening; of the Affembly. 

The kf&n had begun by an inquiry into the ori* 
gin of the late diibrders, and by a refolution to in* 
ipeA into the public magazine^ that it might be. 
nirniihed fuitably to exigencies. Here an alter* 
cation arofe , about the right of admiffion to it.«-^ 
Though found and fuppUed by the Colony, it 
was under the direction of the .Gov^nor, without 
whofe permtifion no accels to it was allowed. 

Before this perniiifion had been formally obtain- 
ed, a party of the town Vpeople forced an entrance, 
and took away a quantity of arms : fpme however 
were reftored, by the intermediation of feveral oi 
the deputies to the Afiembly ; but the committee 
appointed for the infpeftion, reported that the gun«. 
powder was buried in the ftorchoure yard, where it 

had 
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%%A oeen damaged ; the locks had been taken oiS* 
the muikets ; and that there was altogether a con** 
fiderable deficiency of requiiites. 

But that which gave moft offence, was the difco* 
very of fpring-guns $xed in the magazine. Some of 
thofe who had broken into it had fuffered from them, 
and their refentment induced them to reprefent this 
manner of fecuring the place as unwarrantable. 

All thefe circumftaiKes falling out juft at the 
€>|iening of the ieffion, foreboded no profperous if- 
ibe to the attempts that were neceflary to be made 
to bring over the Aflcmbly and G>lony to the terms^ 
of the conciliatOTy motion. The endeavours of the 
Governor, however they might have been effe^uaL 
at another time, were now combated by fo many 
untoward events, that little hope remained of their: 
meeting with any fuccefs. 

The preliminary bufinefs of the feffion was hardly 
begun, when the Governor left his palace with the 
utmoft fecrecy during the night, and withdrew on 
board a man of war. He informed the AfTembly^ 
that his motive for taking fuch a ftep, was to provide 
for his perfonal fafety, Xqing duly convinced that 
popular fury was rifen to fuch a height, that his life 
VMuld be endangered, if he trufted himfelf any 
longer in a place where nothing could reftrain the ' 
4|utrageoufne<s of the populace. 

He did not mean by this to caufe an interruption 
of bufinefs ; on the contrary, he moft earncftly re- 
quefted them to attend in the moft Cerious manner 
to that which he had laid before them in his (peech ; 
and he would in the mean time take due meahires to 
facilitate the communication between him and the 
AiTembly. To this end he was of opinion, that an 
occafional attendance of fome of the deputies that 
eompofed it, would anfwer every purpofe. They 
might depend he would on his fide, be as conftantly 
aMentive as ever to the fundioas of his ftation, and 

Cc 4 evince 



qvinfft fey 1^16 foDfitt^, d^^ % g(»4 HOdf rft»P<l5)iifi' 

Vir«8 w^4t Ijf. fii>c«r^y foijght. .:• , • '. .: 

The Affembly, ofli\^. qtipfii h^iid,] »||ftye»4 tini 

mefTage nfnith an a44rj?f8» iwbf fWEhtfeey. Wwlwly-lic- 

the aBprfi»*|»fi9ft« he t€!ft}%d>; .-.H^ihc ,p©«iC40Mfl|rt 
V) t|if f efolutiqp, he J^»i tidflfJii '«>«^)?flfe<fc lb«; t"efc». 
he me^tiong^, jh^yweul^ ^ay(9:obyi««€jjr^^f3;,rnft!: 

tive 19 tptpriauj tfeem-' fSfi. mmm^^tR^ 'fi^ * 

place !yfe«!i!^ *b«,|)vfeU§ t>H6pe|fi,iW8\ofli8i|Uy-.«rflOf'r. 

heflip^}^ tfti9Jt.4.?^fl pjopp^, ^ .^SWie hirofetffc Jii» 
Itrongly adverted to the im^^ief yiP«4: iftffiiWfffr 

ienf ^c^ftti^R, .,.ThB)5«<lWJfe4 }»Pj. ijb^wofflj ,«<»-' 
Ktur^i ip.tji^; pi^fif pi hi^ F«Si<i«iWJfi Vl?SM^ IM^^ 
be affure<Jrpli9q«iRgiTHith.|4 thf-.v^f^^^vf tBifeifii 

Gontrijjvvte ta- r^mpv^ . th«!|e jqlftufifls ftfeai;4i)ji^«fi{>fet 

ed aU effprts tpwaw^s f^ejjpciH^i»n. . . •, . t '•; 'i < : • | 

Buti;heifcre^efffl|atwn|;>Ye^ ipfi{foftu§l;. j,!"!!* 

threatened in fo violepiffMJ, Sf^if Wap»?»j «l4.<^t: 
l^e JRfvffe<9iQns.pf}.a>:^ mW PfPftPa&^Q.JapgprQMf, 

that he OvOul«l betr^ ^.^AtRtiPf pr.u<}<5pce,t9; 4wcH. 
io the piyift of thfpi. . llf-f^e^, at thf, fa»^.^!BP»t 
the Hovie pjf A^embly 4tf4f,. T^fiith (iPmtfm9f^$. 
difturbancfs.. ,- ^h^. ^(»reiip}jyfe,hajJii>1fiiH teakeop^fl. 
while fojn.e ftf x^^m weifc p^fi^nh #9. ^»^ net»'«S 
they pug}it;,tp .bfye. 409^,} pan^mit -^e pflf^er^ 
to prifop, Xhfift hft^ top,, y/if^mt Hiimm^n^^fif, ■ 
taken uppn'th^jT^felyes, th^ j^p<iy of t^^.piiag^lne, • 

which wft§ an nfurp»i^}i..«ff;li^fhpn«(yiQf!j^f «»!?* 
4^ripg natftrf,.:ap,d wljifh.' |>lwl.y ift^if^tH* «feW- 

i . , th?ir 
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tdsfeir'infention 'was'to afiiajqe tbe 'govdnmonv bt(>* 
their own handsy and to carry ehaif own pla^ imoi 
iK^tcution. . . • ; /' . 

- He rfl^onftr^ed to ^emy ^at if tliey wete fia*- 
xcrely defirous of providing for his fafety,.' they- 
ditghl: to .eji|b)e birn. to exert .the power aqiiexeid'tQ 
his ftatisn; i)pi?h>.the couro^s^of. judicature for thd^ 
pro&cudiian of 'tt^oie yrho .difturhed ,the koa} eker^' 
Oife <of gb^firiunmt) di&andchb£b: peop^ who bore 
Mms witl^out bis -. lawful: ^ammiiSon, reftore the' 
contents of the magazioe^ and: axft ^ thenqffal^ytjes iii» 
ii^ppprtrof his ioithority in fuql^ a tnaniieir^ jl$ fliai>iSild 
convince the public tHzuthesp vwere firmly addchedi 
tcF;thecaufeiof Jthek Sovereign, and firmlr xlater-i 
jwioid to oppofe Jdiafe. tiioiu^cnc^s.sindlitifiinrdearlf 
proceeding, . . that-itended to injure the iiiterbftj ^^' 
fpbvm thejjxiofiitutflQnal i%bts :0f Gneat firitaib; ' * 

• ./To/accosQpliih thefe J^ft lendsf^ he MWild rep^i 
tpt Yfork Town, whithdr^iasoie woukt be at nogneat' 
iJiAance from .Wiiliamihnrg^^ f^^F nught remm^^ 
t\^e place of their iitcing. : HeocQ he^was willing to 
meet, and (Confer 3f(rkh them on tdie^mian^ oif ^ppeafH^' 
iig tSie |>r6fefat tntoublek ; and iiec^.if th^y JZiefaMf' 
ppL uttarly to rcjefi; ail proSeEBr: oflacconmiddacioni * 
t^^ wqu^d ^\^ rhmt the meeDitsg^i :and tratih&t the ' 
h^fiiie&i)f thjafeffion.^^^^^ .. 

l^lfy however^ i they* -would coiwince- hijfii hf uhe^^ 
cyjLtpcal .proofs of their fincerity, thatilhey mi^^ 
jtadyi to concur soaallxi^jufl demands he had'made^'^ 
h^jwouldnckthefitate. to return to WilUaoi&ur^h; 
and co-operate with.theofi in putting a fina period ~ 
toiall di&rerioefiy-and fettling a/happy re^union with 
tbe^areijtlbube oniihofe eqni^le. terms that ivere^ 
nowooifetedvtQ liheir cxu)iiderati^^ ,. 

i>0n;the(e .conditions, he would Tcftilrn to them ac^. 
cordon^ ;to^theindeiifiey and deeni>it the greatefi bo« 
|i6\u; and felicky to- employ his mediation iniecpn^i 
ciJtfig . theoi with Galeae Brkaip; Ba( i^ their iut i 

1 ' } tentions 
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te&tioiis did not correfpond with what he had ex^ 
prefled^ his return to Willtatoflnirgh would anfwer 
no end^ but to expofe him to the dangers he had* 
mentioned^ without provjing of any utility what-^ 
ibever. 

. The reply to this meflage was very pointed and 
^Nnriinonious. As the Governor had been fevere in 
his imputationSji they were equally bitter in their 
own juilificationy and exprefled themielves in terms 
ikkU tended ilrongly to widen the breach^ and ren*^ 
iter both parties irreconcilable* 

The Committee appointed to make an inquiry 
Into the late difturbances^ had now finifhed it«. 
From the teftimoiiy of a great number of credit* 
^^At infividuals^ it appeared^ that the commotions 
among the people had arifen from an apprehenfion 
that hoftUe defigns had been farmed agatnft them ; 
but that tranquility and good order were now re* 
eibbliihed. They were univerfally determined^- 
however^ to abide by the refolutions of the general 
Ccmgrefs,^ and of thetr Provincial meetines. They - 
did noty indeed, aim at independency , being tho« 
roughly perfyaded it was the mutual intereft of 
Great Britain and the G>lonies to remain united ; 
hut (till they infilled on the nece^ty of repealing 
the late obnoxious adts, before any reconciliation 
could take place* ' When the Parliament complied 
vdth the wtihes of the Colcmies in this particular, 
no doubt was eiitertuned of the immediate ceflation 
of all difcontent, and of a cordial re^^unioo and amity 
with the firitiih nation as before. 

The Aflembly now took into confideradbn the 
conciliatory motion of the Britiih miniflry. But 
they did it in the fame manner as the other Colo* 
nics : they ufed the ftkme reafonings againft it, and 
r«|{e4ted it with ho lefs warmth and unanimity. ' 
TWy concluded their examination of this fubjeft 
by declaring, that the final determination of this and 

all 
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fttl fuch |;eneral matter$9 refted for the future with 
the Coatinental Congrefs. This, as reprefentiog 
mil America, was the propereft channel through 
which to convey to the throne a reprefentation of 
all grievances : more deference and attention would, 
it was infinuated, be paid to that body, than to the 
remonftrances of a (ingle colony. 

** We have," faid they, ** exhaufted every mode 
^f application which our invention could fug^fl^ 
as proper and promifing. Wc have decently re« 
xnonftrated with Parliament ; they have added new 
injuries to the old. We have wearied our King 
with fupplications : . he has not deigned to anfwat 
us. We have appealed to the native honour and 
juftice of the Britiih nation ; but their efforts in our . 
favour have been hitherto incffeftual." 

Such was the (tile and manner of communication 
between the Governor and the A(rcmbly« Chargea 
on the one hand, and recriminations on the other d 
invitations to return on fliore, with prpmifes of the 
ampleft fecurity ; and refufals to place any coofi* 
dence in the people over whom the powers of go« 
vemment were exercifed in this (angular manner. 

The fe(fion now drawing to an end, the Aflembly 
requefted that he would moke his appearance among 
them, once at leaft, for the final paffing of the bills 
that lay ready for his a(rent. They had, during the 
whole feffion, however it had been inconvenient, 
acquie(ced in his deiire ; and waited ujKin him ^t « 
the diftance of a dozen miles, as often as a perfonal 
intercourfe became neceflary. He ought now, in* 
his turn, to condefcend fo far, as to clofe the Af* 
iembly according to the ufual and conftitutional 
forms* 

But this reprefentation was as fruitlefs as the pre* 
ceding.— -The Governor infifted on the prerogative 
with which he was lawfully invefted, of appointing 
the place where they (hould affemble : he knew of 

n# 



Ao btUs.of Tiiffix:xBntk:Qttfi9qi»DCefto reqmre theTdrSr 
;^ality* of bis ' preience ;. and heibrt he ofleoted- fd 
lifiyy he ought :to liave the previous /exdOittDdti^a 6( 
'tieir propriccf; 1 • * : v r- -^ « ; .-.s: -v 

/ .in repVtothis iinefiage, the bills were '^font' itt 
ibim*. . Of tl^i^Ce {bme met^with his approbaitibnv ^nid 
to others he obj exiled. The Aflembly "agaitt tot^e^w 
•d'-kim' tcvf ^)dir.'to WilliaTnfburgfo, in order'ro {)ars 
(hofe billi he approved of ;' '$S\ittng him In the 9»ol^ 
fokmnrimaoner^' that they.; wbirldbt bound for tb«f 
iafety ef.'his peirfen ; a^id imally fequeftiiig, tha% i^ 
}je wDiAi nbt iru^ himfelf 'among" thenl^ ile wiiftit* 
ftgn a coinsni^bii'tD ^afs.them.: ?: '. y- -^'^'^ 

1 .iThe Gevemdr ftili renoaided iqflexibie in bis r^^' 
fio&ltDi meiut theioi aiHore^ iniifiingi that his^ a{>p^e-r. 
heniions wer^'jsuGll'fotnded^.flnjdiiiecpjiefiiilg in hi^ 
tuts; .that:- they nffould: wait :up0n< bim chemfdves 
ecL boacd, rh£t% t^) |)refeiit the^bi}U tkit were t^ reJ 

ccivehisiflcot^.^'i' * r..- . : ,...-.' . ' ** 

' iThis^ wasa-ptfopoftl-wSthn^ffcidi':^ Afftonlbff 
vfbuld by lao means' complyi • It: tcrnriitiared atb^c«^ 
aU'fujdrhicr ^pii^lixxiintcrcourfobetiyeep the Gover-^ 
Dort^iid tfaat.bpdyr. They imniediatcly declai^ 
tiiat fuch a^rieqtiifitiDn was a breach cf tbeir privi* 
leges:; an<d:. that' from what had pafi&d;Mhey haik 
Efficient groisilds' jtd apprehend xh«t fiuiiter d^figiv^ 
were. entebt^«d\^abft the Colofty^' ' They adUM 
people to be : bnrtheir iguard^ tand w - pi;e|iHte 'for t4tf 
common de^eiice of their covuoltxiy and t^ibftsbedc^}^* 
jgainft the <itteiiiAit8 that probably' werc wsmb-^uoi 
dSlancev : Theyj toncbided' by pratei!hatlons''of « ?« 
dutiful* attach n^nt to the CroJiirri and pqopto 6i 
Great 3ritQUi^ knd bf. theiniroadijief^ tocadhidrb M 
them upon a conflitutional foundation^ •' * * t 

. : ^his * was i tjie folemn farewdr df t|ic €5alt)iiyHQf 
y argmia to; the . BritiaSi liatibnt; i . ':if ddfed ithe.ife^&tP 
^fTthekftAiferjibly that was held-widinkhoafu^^ 
cts of Es^^lsLJx^^ Jo£ which 4(ft ^Ka''S'iIhei inoifl^'-Anc^cnb 
C-. fettlement 



difcioil iwfit 'hUViffg.tiedtt'4^d bfthp ' fe(ft(M*s Si/ 
Wattep Ra«4gfe, Tie& two fedtilttirfes b^firtre cHiS' finST 

-iHavfeig thpiipW^dti ei^ ttjitli^ G.6V6rhor^s tutH^ 
of the New England people, the Virginians tefiglieJlJ 

t^temreltesi'Wtth'thi l#i^* i?A|)liditi'e§tifid€'flk tcAe 

.'^'i»ife4p firft c^re v/«5U*'{feMhefiBr^ib«e'fe> f)?^- 
pQt Ibate df defe^ee^o ifiifeyjiakSsld a eorifidet*^^' 
bodf lof {Mii5:;aBa^pp</imfcd fcrrid^' td fm^^ii*t bem^ 
and to defray other pubtte ^ehatges. Ith)^^ JAiM 
Ufliedi dt'the'fimetiok> a juftificatkln of the mtea- 
iti«e& thoy had* takdsy iln wbichr tfeey ia^ttbi!rk(l ih^tt^ 
m^thKnectffity 0&fit4ViAing; fdr thl^iiamediate f)n!*r 
fewatten df' thdr frc^dtinf i theii* "ptc^fretty^ - tnd allr 
riKitawi^iVdliiftWej;, ^hioh Were mafiif^iydhdangeeK 
ed*^t^ the dte%as^ ^>thait ' had; unq\kei9:idn£rbly 'been: 
IbiHridd agaiiift th«' jUft and l6ng'^n)oyed rights d^ 
Ae Clbteaies* They ;repeated tfee- bdftdiufions' df thW 
kH? Afleikbly^, d^ckrlng their loy^l dit|Wrfl!ii(3*'&lM 
Hfiid^Gro^ Bri«ain>r butalT^ttki^ ia tiie' (h'dn^^ 
terins their determinatiofl-t6' fo^^^dfeti^ete- fe\afull? 
elafes-Ugftifltft ^}'6ppO{&B^ and at 'VVikatevar |)^ioii it 
flilgl*c<wthfern# ' ' • * ^ tv. ..... i- 

' It aov/'reftiiairted fofliord I>i)httK>A5V ^^*^ ;tha^ 
deprivation of hi»' governmem:, to coniidot^ iti wh^f 
irtatan^r 'fa^ ihoold cdndu^'himfelf' toW^d«^< th^ peor' 
ple;wh0 htkA caft' off th^ir obedience^'^ ^St^ adhe-i 
tent^ m^'hm as • Sad-by their atStiv-ky -nkde Ihdfirtir 
fyivei wipc^ular-, rmr r^lred^io Mn^ ^^feft^tj^-^-^ 
Many* <>f the flav€$!'^o0'<ieferte^)^rv^ tilitti2 Witht 
tbcfe, -and ^e morb'elleai9al affift^lfte^^if ftie Brkifll? 
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armed ihif ping on th^ coaft, he now propofed tt^ 
keep an eye upon the country, and to be in ireadi- 
nefs to lay hold of any feafonable opportunity of' 
thwarting the dejipns of the nialcotttcnts. The in«* 
terfe&ion of Virginia by the many large and navi* 
gable rivers, with which it is watered every wherc^ 
made thb no difficult tvSk ; as by means of thefe, 
Hs principal parts lie open at all times to the at- 
tempts of a keen and vigilant enemy that is mafter 
ff fea, 

:. With fuch viewj he fitted out fome vefTels of fuf- 
£cient force to alarm the in&abitants near the Ibore, 
but not equal to any undertaking of confequente; 
The truth was, that he was obliged to extort by 
main force the provifions he wanted^ as they refu^ 
led to fupply him with any. 
. The Virginians complained, on the other hand; 
that he often landed with an hoftile intent, fetting 
« fire to houfes, deftroying plantations, carrying oflF 
Ijie flaves, and feizing dn perfons of the adverfe 
party* This compelled them to ftand more > care- 
fully on their defence ; and produced at laft coiiti**^ 
nual fcenes of rapine and devaftation ; wherein lives 
were loft, and mifchief done to individuals, without 
effe&ing any material hurt or lervice to either fide, 
amd from which no reputation could be acquired to 
thofe who conduced them. 
: By degrees matters became more ferious« Pe« 
tachments of thofe troops levied by order of the. 
Provincial Meeting, were tiow ordered to the ihores 
of the rivers, and to the fea-coafts, which rendered 
attempts againft the different fettlcments more dif- 
ficult and dangerous; and occaiioned, of courfc, 
znore blood to be fpilt in them. Enmity was now 
rifen to fuch a height, that the ftri(9:eft watchful* 
nefs was employed to cut off all means of fubfiftenoe 
trom the ihipping. They could obtain none any 
where but at the point of the fword. 

a "Hius 
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. Thus war, witkout^ny formal denuojciatlon^rVi^ 
sot the lefs real ; and notluag but the want of a 
more confiderable force prevented it fronxbeinn^ 
carried on with more vigour and effe^* 

Jiaving however collected from feveral quarters 
ibme companies of foldiers^ the Governor detfir"* 
ipined upon an enterprise of importance. Thiswau^ 
the burning of Hampton, a town with a good har^^ 
bour. His defign^ throueh fome m^eansj came to the^ 
knowledge of the inhabitants, who made what pre- 
rations they could to obftrtidt it, by finking craft in 
the place through which the fliipping muft pafs, and 
oppofing fuch other impediments as might prevent^ 
a landing; but the ihips forced their way through 
them, and proceeded to fire upon the place with- 
great fury. A body of rifle-men now came oppor*- 
tunely to the afliftance of the town; thefc plied the^ 
aflfailants with their muiketry from the ihore fo re^ 
fplutely, and with fo much dexterity, that they com^ 
pelled them to retire with the lo(s of one of their 
vefleis. 

A proclamatioo was now publiihed by the Go«^ 
vernor, fetting forth, that as the ciyil laws were no 
longer of force for the prevention of rebellion, and 
the puniihment of traitors, it was* become neceflary 
to fubftitute martial law in its room, for the fup» 
preflion of diforders throughout the Colony. All 
people able to bear arms were hereby fummoned to 
rej^ir to the King's ftandard, under the penalty of 
being reputed rebels ; and the flaves, and fervants 
of perfons under this defcription, vyere declared free, 
on condijtion of dieir taking up arms in the King*» 
iervice. 

This proclamation gave univerfal offence to all 
tjie people of Ame^fica. As every Colony, New 
England only excepted, was in a manner overrun 
with Negro flaves, the letting them loofe upon their 
mailers^ was a m^afure wh^ excited abhofrcncf... 
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flie' ful^^^^blkl^'ifr^dng (sk'iti^ nafidAS. ' le 
was authorizi% ddt^eftlll-iHcfrd'e'nr ahd ^afti)dtt6^/ 
-aHia^^ttftu'ragii^ eJife p^rixjtratwfi ofall 'rftftAWst^of 
^arbatity. ' It 'iavdlVed'' irt- one eoirtftioii biStclltty 
thenftiibfeent as'weil.as'tk gUHty : - NegweS' &601tP 
n<!)it*id(feriirfindte'b«wefeft th^ Hht^i ^ttdf6«t6t!«' 
Brkiih govSrntflchf ^ aM ftiighf ba Ifeif ty tKfeir %-■ 
niJJ^w^'/or •pi'*«^tfed'by th^ del»* -^-fk^imf 

i/^-Hisit mafte*s> 'and froni'&ch' ihotiVeS w6\Sla'f<S^*^ 
ftke'orirrfe'npbnthemv ■ . . ' - . * • ; • 

.!ftM)vi4 n&Iefi'#fept6bat^a!*ifo)^K^in:itt gfttt*' 
Al^ttnafeiwiy. '*K' rtihdVed tfiat B*4«lftt^ tefridf "tti^ 
ftai'aha impliWc bbedfehcej vMh^ k^pt th6 Blifc«« 
i»:foeh profound 'fobmidronto the WhiW p<e6pa6;-^* 
:i^: fe^ttog thfiift sit Irt-ge, a«d •pt<^t>fifag' tlfttk ^" 

i3i«di i(i«^''df ^aedh^V'^ftd-pM^^tK^nfid^ a -f^^ 
ing with thofe whom they had been ufed to co^dei^ 
as f fiei'i^tup^i^sltt; t'h-^ \>eff dWaer »< itttwf c, 
>' THg tic^eq^ence^ of f«c% ah efiftai^iMtiofi^ were>a W 




kxcFene oi . sesperreics ; • tncic 

ifsy'^Ad;4bii:l3Iv* b6'f8tl«ilired' 



MtuH^ ka the'^COlbiiifts dti tik>t[i-ii9rKimt 
%£4n{l p\oiim9^a&\^tlbid^{t6\ik\!iiilk hy^hbiH 

^oiMd i6c<ta«bh- to' a*gf^ bf'.'ftyirbids^ ' IhtRil 

ifircrtildfck^Ue i>«fehtlh«lif! 

by defeiftions^ ^0fiu<i^|6ff^', 

mpo6&iiem6 \»0i>'td'yiif}ih^ft>«i(<ftdir>iM«H} ^WnU> 

tight enmity and violence would fuccieed; aM' ik»^ 

dthetliopeof flfeCy-wiMiia rdififii{'f(6(^tB«^' tif the 

panies, than iift fhie 'utt^/ext^rttiflnselon df I?h6 ei&iSt'.'' 

Siithvf&s fh^> lighHn'Whl«h:ffi[(^ -'Attiiii^s'i^ 
pirelented th« ptbciytnaticjfl; ^hi<5h 'hiowahsi- WdV 
steaded by odle df the atrdOklMi-^fieas' tMith^ 

- '' beea 
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been apprehended ; and fervcd niuch mote to ex-^ 
afperate than to caiife them any effential preju* 
dice. 

In the mean time LordDunmore was at Norfolk^ 
a place of which the inhabitants, with thofe of the 
adjacent parts, were well afFedted to his caiife. HtJ 
was joined here by confiderable numbers, and he 
began to form hopes that he fliould gradually be abl6 
io raife fuch a force, as Ihould enable him to reftore 
the authority of government throughout the whol^ 
Province. • , 

' But the ruling powers exerted themfelves with fo 
much diligence, that a large body was fpeedily col^ 
leded and put in motion againft him. On receiv-* 
ing intelligence of this, he pofted himfelf at a jplaci 
called the Great Bridge, on the road to Norfolk^ 
through which they were neceffitated to pafs in 
marching to this town. Here he threw Up fome 
works, well lined with cannon,, in tending to make 
a refolute ftand with the whole force he could 
mufter. 

But this was very inconfiderable : he had no more 
than about two hundred regulars ; his remiaii^ing 
ftrength confifted of an undifciplined affeftiblage of 
white and black people. With thefe, however, he 
oourageoufly refolved to encounter the enemy, who 
were now advanced very near him, and had alfo caft 
up an intrench ment within the reach of his giins. ; 

After bbferving each others motions during forn« 
flays, Lord Dunmore grew impatient of tnaftion, 
and formed a plan to ftorm their ' intrenchmerftrf 
Captain Fordyce, an officer of great bravery, com- 
mandc^d on this occafion. In the front of theiir 
works lay a narfdw caufeway, whicii was the on^ 
avenue to them. The Captain, at' the head of tf 
body of grenadiers, advanced upon this path trf 
their intren6hments> and attacked, them with' afto^' 
- Vol* L No.. 7. Dd mftin^ 
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CX>nib:u(^iBdj tbat whU.e ]|ie Wtis sittemptiivg tbeur 
front, his own flanks were expofed to a fevere fire> 
^lic valour of this gallant offipeT^ apd of the brave 
inen th^t fallow^ .bun> met with ujifurmoufitablii 
ob^a'cles : he w^s ila^() with a nymber of tbemt 
Such was th« obft|nacy with whicb tb^y fpflght, 
imd the ^ao^^r q£ the fer?i<;e t^ey went upo^i tbaf 
pot one indmdDjd anaong th^n> ef^apecl witbaut « 
wound* 

They made good their retreat under the guns 6f 
their owp wofkB^ the eHemy ^(^ venturing to purfue 
them* The only prifoners made were i^^cb is^ ^n Wr 
pount pf their wounds, we^e Mwblp tQ retire fnool 
the fieldt Tbflfe aqiong them Whp w«fe t^atives of 
^ritainji n^ A^kb v^ry rciv^l ufage from the ProvinT 
^laU ; hxOi th^^ natives of An:]^eriGa experienced gtf^t 
feverity | ^i^4 ^er^ treated ^s men who bad defert^4 
their own colourj, ^n4 fought W^der tbQfe of aA 
^liemj, ; . . ' 

After this repulfe, the encampment at the Gre^t 
Bridge was broke up j 0^4 ^ .?be ^nenqiy W^ d%ily 
mci'eafing in* ^nu.mber, and :Jbcre appefired ilo reat 
Jonabie hope of being able torefift him, Lord Duat 
piore with4?cvv again tQ his. ihippkig, Jt was npw 
equiiUy num^mU|Bj» and ciQ^Kie4 with people of all 
^noniinatsio*;*^ whp wer^. his adherentSj, apd whq 
h^d fled to ii as the oirjly: pjaqe. of prote^ipn -from 
l^e refe^tment of the Provincial party, 
^: While Irord I>unmorfi lyas th\is exerting hitnfclf: 
pn the cpaitsKiff Virginia, a plan was forniing to in^ 
viade ix, together with tbe <^fiber fputh^rn colonies^ 
pn the^r. back and inland pgrts. ThepcopVe in thofo 
fetUement^ Virefe coi^ffijierecl as jftrongly attached tjc; 
the Englilh goyernment, and it wa^ eicp^fted that 
large numbers 9f them would ,bQ difpofedt© t^kA 
up arms in4t§:fppp9rt. It wasaJfQ fuj>pofed thgt 
&ai$ gf the Indian tribes in the neighbourhood, of 

'^'- ^ * * i ^ Mi 
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tStfe parts^ might be brought to join thehi. Ail 
this would foriti a forije ftifficient to rrtake an effec* 
tual imprcffion on the feliemy, arid to d^en a paffagd 
in the Vfery heart of the Goloflies, tltmugh. which 
Ihey might mcikc aA irtii|>tioil ihto ^ny Province 
they chofe particularly to attack, 

Virglfiia \Vis the Colony chiefly akhdd at by thi* 
Ithefne* The projeftor of it wad Mr* Conelly, a 
Pennfylvaniatl, a matt completely qualified for iu 
execution. He wa$ 6fte of thofe rfeftlefs aftd dariflg 
individuals- th^ ifeeiiied biitn for the tetnpeftuou* 
period they lived iii, and With whom Americ| 
abounded at this time. 

^ He commUiiieated hiis ptojeft to Lotd Giirimoffei 
^Ith the aiftivity and' refoJuteneifs of whofe tempel: 
it pefrfec^ly correfponded. It met accordingly with 
•feis' entire approbation ; and Mr. CottfeUy fet out im*- 
mediately to. carry it forwards with all polfible eft^- 
■j^editlon.. Through a muitiplicity of obftaclfes he 
reached the back fettlements, ahd there found 
teearis to negotiate with great feci-ecy, a treaty with 
the Indians fituated on the Ohio, and to bring over 
to his defign the people iti thofe remttte diftrlAs. 
"On his returning to Lor4 Duhmore with the intel- 
ligettc^ of his iuccefs, he was difpatched to Boftoti 
.with proper recommendations. Here he w$s conv^ 
miflfoned by General 6age to a^ in this bufitiefs as 
•Colonel and Commander, with prbmifes of being 
thoroughly fuppotted; 

By this plan it wlas agreed, that the Britifll forceis 
at Detroit, and the forts in its' vicinity, with thofe 
that were ftationed in others of thofe diftant fettle- 
ments, Ihould each furniftx as many men as could 
poffibly be fparedi With thefe, whteh would tAto^ 
gether fcii;m aconfidcrable body, the Colonel was tb 
proceed as early the next fpring as pfafticable, tp 
Pitfbargh^ where H^ wa^ to eft^bK(h-hiflt he^d'quaf- 

D4 ^ " ters;^ 
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tcTs, till the difaffeftied party there was entirely fu^ 
prefled, and the friends of government colleftcd 
to a fufficient number, to form them into regiments. 
From Pitfburgh he was to crofs the AUegany Moun- 
tains, and penetrate into Virginia. Herq, after 
leaving fort Cumberland ftrongly garrifoned, he was 
to fall do\Vn the river Potomack, and feize upon 
Alexandria, where it wa^ concerted that Lord Dun- 
more fliould meet him with the fle^t und^r his com- 
mand, and all the force he could gather. Alexan- 
dria was then to be ftrongly fortified, ^nd made a 
place of arms, and the centre of their operations, 
fey thefe means the friends of government would be 
gble to declare th^mfelves without reftraint, and 
to form a general jyndiion with facility ; and what 
was of more importance than all the reft, the com^- 
municatipn between the northern and foutherji Co- 
lonies would be effeftually cut off* 

Such was the vaft and comprehenfive plan pro- 
jedled by- Mr, Conelly, He had made a confider- 
^ble progrefs on his journey towards Detroit ; and 
was now on the back frontiers of Maryland, and 
.had feemingly efcaped the principal dangers, when 
he was unluckily discovered by one of thofe unjey*' 
pedted accidents th^t fo often l?affje the belt concert- 
.^d deiigns. 

A tradefman with whon^ ^e was acquj^inted and 
had dealt, met him on the road, and direAly gave 
information to the neareft committee i he w^s iin- 
mtediatejy fei?;e*d upon fufpicion, and his papers dif- 
covered ihe whole defign* They were communis 
cated to the Qopgrefg, and the Colonel was thrgw^ 
into prifon, . 

In this mapnpr was frufbjited a fchenje equally 
bold and judicioijfly Jirranged, and which was noW 
glippft on the point of execution^ It is hot impro- 
bable that fe^d be RQt been thus arretted in the nii4- 

* ^ die 
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jj|i^ of his career, Colonel Conelly, from the acute* 
' nefs and activity of his charader, would havecon^ 
duded the operations with which he was entrufted, 
with equal fkill and expedition ; and would have 
proved one of. the moft dangerous enemies whom 
the Congrefs would have had to encounter. " • 

• In the mean time, the retreat of Lord Dunmore 
from Norfolk, kftthat place entirely at the mercy 
of the Provincials, The loyalifts had been rather 
fevere upon their advetftries during their poffeffion 
of thofe parts : this Severity was now retorted upon 
them ; and all thofe who had remained on Ihore ex-* 
perienced much ill treatment, and many mortifica^* 
tions, • . 

The condition of thofe who had .fled for flielter 
en bofiard' the' fhipping was not lefs diftrefsful ; as 
they were cut off from all communication aihore^ 
they were deftitute of means to provide themfelves 
with ncceffaries, and were reduced to the moft 
dreadful extremities* In fuch a fituation, the calls 
X)f nature rendered them defperate, and they ne- 
glected no opportunity of venturing ta lafad in every 
place where they expedled tp find provifions* This 
occaiioned perpetual fkirmilhes between them and 
the Provincial troops that lay in wait to intercept 
them. 

- During thefetranfadlions^a matvof war of fome force 
arrived in Norfolk harbour. It was now refoived ta 
infift upon tl^eir permitting the fleet to be furniflied 
with neceflaries,and that they fliould defift from an- 
noying the fhipping with their muiketry, which only 
tended to the <kftroying of men without neceflity, 
and could hardly be viewed in any light but thatof 
abfolute murder. 

• The faft was, that the American foldiery, chiefly 
conipofed of rifle^men, ftationing themfelves inths 
liaules, and upon the wharfs pppofite to the fhip- 

Pd 3 pingi 
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ping> took every, opportuoitjr of iiruig at tht p^09 
pie oa hoards aod deftroycd fome of them daily. 
. The requifition made by the Governor was ac^ 
compamed with ^ menace to firt upoa that part of 
the town from which the aimoyaifice came, in caie 
they refufed to comply. But their apfwer was a per4 
emptory denial of both his demands. In confe<- 
quence of this^ notice was given to the inhabitants 
of what was intended, that they, might previovfljr 
remove tbemiHves. out of danger ; a&d aner alioYi^ 
ing them a due fpace of time rar that purpofe, thai 
fide of the town was canneoaded which lay Qearefl 
the water, and a party of Colors and marioes wa> 
landed, the more efFeAually to fet fire to the hou&s^ 
ki th^ quarter* 

It wa» not the kiteation of Lord Dunmore to e^i^* 
^end the deftrudtion any further. The Provincials^ 
k has been fai(iy completed it, by fettitig fire to 
thofe parts that ky at a (Kilance from the waters 
fide, and which^ a» the wind wa5 £avoufable to 
them, would from their fi,tuation have efcaped thee 
conflagration* it has even beea pofitivdy afierted|| 
that almoii at the ^ery mioment the ho^fes near the 
ihore were fet on fire,^ the flames were alfo perceived 
in feveral parts that were far theft from them, and 
. that they were burnt by the dire&ion of the Virgi-* 
nian Congrefs itfelf, m otder to put aii eiid at once 
to all hopes iathe loyalifis of receiving any aid fromr 
that place* » 

In this unfortunate nDanner was deflreyed one of 
the fineft towns in Virginia, and tht fi^ for commerce' 
and opulence* The computatkin of the daoxage 
done on this occafion^. amounted to between, three 
and four hundred thoufan^ pounds* Before thi» 
difafter^ its condition was fb fldurifliing, that the 
annual rents of th« houfes eieceeded tea thou&ndf 
pounds* 
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Sd great becanie how the iiiveteracy to tke loyal-* 
Ifts, that in order to deprive them df all means of 
fuftenance^ tke plahiatidns df which the fituatioii 
expofed them to incuriions from the Ihipping, were 
totally deftrpyed^ and the inhabitanti^compdied td 
temOve up the country with their cattle^ and all the 
efiefts they eould carry off« 
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CHAP. XVI. 

» 

^ranfa8ions in, North and South CaroUna^ and iff 

\ ' , ^ : Mqffacbufet. 

• ' . . . . rf « . 

1775- 

WHILE Virginia was fufTering in this cruel 
manner from inteftine difientions, its neigh- 
boursy the Carolinas^ were much in the fame dif« 
tradted ftate. In North Carolina, Governor Mar- 
tin, a gentleman of great vigour and a&ivity, was 
involved in perpetual contefts with the various com- 
mittees and aflbciations it had formed, and efpe- 
cially with the Provincial Congrefs. He was accu- 
fed of having, like Lord Dunmore, endeavoured to 
excite a rebellion among the negroes; and upon 
that, and other charges, he was declared a public 
enemy to the Colonies, and to that particularly of 
which, as Governor, he ought to have had the in- 
tereft moft at heart ; and all perfons were, in con- 
fequence, interdidied from any communication with 
him* 

He replied to this declaration by a bold and (pi- 
rited proclamation ; wherein he cleared himfeltof 
malevolence to the Province, and juftified his con- 
dudt by a variety of reafons : animadverting at the 
fame time with the utmoft freedom and pointednefs^ 
upon all their proceedings, and reprobating them 
as inimical to peace, and repugnant to the duty and 
obedience which they owed to Great Britain, and 
tending manifeflly to breed ill blood, and kindle 
fedition and rebellion. 

The wrath and refentment of the Provincial Con- 
grefs was provoked to fuch a pitch by this procla- 
mation^ that they voted it a libel of the moft inju- 
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ito'iJiS and. ddGamatdry nuMrt ; loaded it with every 
opprobrious epithet they could devife, and ordered 
it to be publicly burned by- the common execu* 
ttoner. ^^ ^ 

Notwithftanding the violence jmd enmity of the 
Congrefs, the Gbvernor entertained a full expefta,- 
tion of being able to defeat their defigjtisr He ftrong-*- 
Jy relied on the loyalty of thofc who were fettled ixi 
the interior parts of the Province, and fuch as had 
lately emigrated from Scotland, who were chiefly 
Highlanders, a brave and hardy race of men.—' 
With thefe he doubted not to form a numerous bo- 
dy of firm and determined adhef eitts, to whom the 
Congrefs would .wit find it in th^ir power to oppofc 
an equal force. ^ 

. While •arrangements Were forniitig to bring them 
together, he though it prudent, for his own per- 
fonal fecurity, to fortify his refidence at Newbern; 
in order to prevent a.furprize from people, whofe 
inveteracy he was apprehenfi ve might prompt theral 
to offer him fome iniblt. His intention was to re* 
plenilh it with warlike (tores, and to ftrengthen it 
(o well, as t6 fet all attempts againft him at defi- 
ance. He had partly executed his defign, when, 
IMI the moving' in of fome guns, a fufpicion of it 
arctfe, followed immediately by an infurretStion, 
ivhich appeared fo dangerous, that he found it moft 
advifable inftantly to withdraw, and flielter himfelf 
en board an armed veffeL 

. The porpukce ruftied into his houfe in fearch of 
?wh^t they fufpedied, and difcovered accordingly 
gunpowdier and ball, with other military ftoresi 
.concealed under-ground, in the garden. This con-^ 
^rmcdthe furmifes that had been fpread concern- 
ing his hoftile intentions, and he was now regarded 
asa manjwith whom it was no longer neceflary, or 
|>rQperj to Jkeep any meafures. 

2 la- 
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• In tKe mean time^ fimilar mf fbudi of pivoeetdlSi^ 
ivete adopted throughout this Ptdvinee as in xh^ 
ether Colosk^ An up^r council^ and conitnittees 
of fafety, were nominated, and every other regala^ 
tioh m^t that was judg^ tequtfite for good order 
and government. They provided in the fame man« 
.^er tor the public defence, by calling out the mU 
litia, and raifing additional forces* They zAcif 
in Ihoftty with the faiM fpir it and detarmi&atton ai 
their neighbours* They framed a public addrefa tdf 
ifcll the fubjeds of the Britifh empire, in the fami 
ftile as thofe that have already been mentioMd, 6eh 
elating their readinefs to be reconciled upon codfti^ 
tutional tetms^ atid their refolvtidn to admit of nt 
other, 

: , Iff South Carofmathe like difturbi^fices prevailed^ 
The people charged their Gov^iiOr^ L«d WiMinttl 
Campbell, who had oppofed their pToca^din^ Willi 
great fpirit and perfeverahce. With having treflted 
with the Indians for their affiftaMe ^ainil thetfi^ 
and induced the inhabitants of the back-fettlementf 
to attack their country meil. The comniotionf 
raifed upon this occafioh were fib^ violent, that b4f 
Was compelled to retreat on boarrf a man of war. 

After his departure, they toofc the^ govemmeiit 
into their own hands ; and, in order to Sjviatc any 
jdanger that might arife from the Aegotkftio^ tha< 
had been carried on with the back fettlers, ^hey de* 
|)uted Mr. Drayton to confer with thefift^ a gefttl^ 
Iffan famous for his oppofiticm to the Britiik govenr- 
fnent, and at that time the moft popular manriHtlH? 
Province^ He proceeded to that part of the couiF 
try at the head of a confiderable bjidv of meiiw Arf 
agre^nifent was a^ccordingly entered into* beiWlStif 
"both parties ; in which all difiereiliced w^^ iettledf 
tfo their mutual fatisfa<ftion ; theba^k-iettlarsbiftd^ 
ing themfelves to a peaceable dem^aniilir, antf ip^ 
. ftape to oppofe the mc;afur€3 that IhoulcJ be adopted 

H 
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by the Provmcisil me6t)$>g9 . nor to alfdrd' any affift^ 
aace to the Britifli K^iUtary . . In otker refpefts they 
were left at, freedom to aft ast they deemed k mbfl: 
^Jicpedknt (or their own wjeljfare* Tfeey wei?e to be 
periiEiitted to remain perfet^ly neutral in the prefenf 
quarrel between Great Britain and tk^ Colonies^ and 
jyere by no means tp be fubjeA to any detriment for 
rtfufing to efpoitfe their caufe. 
• Haying delivered themfelves from all apprefaen* 
^Q^ on that quarter, their aext buiinefs was to fet^ 
tie a form of goverDmen.t, They app^ointed a couo'- 
eil of lafety to confift.of thirteea aiembers^ who 
were to be affided in c^fes of difficulty and impor-» 
tance, by a committee o^ one> hundred. Hearings 
at the fatn^ time^ th^t |)!reparation» wei e naaking ia 
England, which tir€^^. {Particularly levelled at diif 
Colony, tbey ^negle^ed no naeans to put it in a pol^ 
^ure of defence, by raifing forces, diligently train-* 
ing them, and efpecially by fortifying Charles Towa 
\n the ftrongeft maiw>er they were able. 
: During tbefe tran&^ions in the fonth of the Cotk4 
tinent, the military operations in the hortb flill 
f ontinued^ though not with the fan>e vigour as aC 
|he commencement of the campaign. The Bvitifb 
troops in Boilon were too much dimioifhed, audi 
weakened^ through iickneis and fatig^ie, to uikler^ 
lake any hazardous attempt ; and the Proviacbls 
thought, on the other hand, that they did enough 
in keeping them clofe confined jki that to'wn. 

In the beginning of (Xtober, Geikral Gage re** 
figned tb^ command of the Britiih farces to Greneral 
Howe, and took his departure fot Enghnd* The new 
•commander ia chief had innumerable difiicuitie» to 
costend witb^ The number of mat-contents among 
tfhe inhabitants was viery great ; and they made it 
their continual bufinefs to coivvey t&a^ fpeediefl intel^ 
Ugence of all that was tranfaded intbetown/to their 
friends, wi^houju This^ from, the fbiation and ex« 
!' . tenfivencis 
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tenfivehefs of the ptace, and other circumftanCei, ii 
was impoffible to prevent. A fcarcity of frelh pro^ 
vifions flill contiQued^ which was diftreffingly felt 
by the garrifon^ the fick efpccially, who were very 
numerous. The tooted antipathy of the generstfity 
cif the natives, made it exceedingly difficult to difcri- 
xninate between the well and the ill-afTedted, and 
prevented any dependence being placed on either* 
Thus the prudence and fagacity of the commander 
in chief was feconded by none of thofe helps, that 
would in his cafe have proved moft ufeful and effi-^ 
cacious. He could trull thoroughly none but his 
own people, in thofe exigencies that required moft 
information and advice. 

In order to obviate, as affe&ually as' it lay in his 
power, the dangers arifing from this perpetual com-^ 
munication, and to prevent as much as poffible the 
facility with which it had been carried on hitherto, 
a proclamation was iffued, by which the inhabitants 
were forbidden to quit the town without permiflion^ 
on pain'of fuiFering military execution if difcovcred 
and feized, and to hp arraigned as guilty * of trea- 
Joh if they fliould efFeft their efcape, and to forfeit 
their efFefts. Such as obtained a licenfe to depart, 
were prohibited, under heavy penalties, from tak- 
ing with 4:hem above a certain quantity of money* 
An affociation was alfo direfted to be formed, by 
.which thofe who remained in the town, were bound 
to aft in its defence : fuch of them as were thought 
proper to be felefted for that putpofe, were to be 
divided into companies, and properly armted and 
difciplined ; the others were to contribute ^ fun* 
of money in lieu of their perfonal fervice. 
: It had been hoped by fome friends to govern- 
ment, that at the expiration of the time for which 
the Provincial foldiers were inlifted, the majority 
would return to their homes, after fo long and im- 
ufual an abfence. The term was now approaching,^ 
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and the Congrefs itfelf was* not without its feart 
upon this account. For the preventing of an event, 
that would have been fo prejudicial to their caufe> 
they deputed a .committee of their moft popular and 
refpefted members, to co-operate with General 
Walhington in keeping the continental army front 
difbanding. In this they fucceeded to their fuUeft 
expectations* The whole army re-inlifted for the 
term of a twelvemonth. 

That objedt which the Colonies found it moft 
difficult to.compafs in their military exertions, was 
the procuring a fufficiency of gunpowder. The 
want of it prevented the execution and the attempt 
of many a dqfign. They had been uncommonly 
induftrious in the preparation of the feveral ingre- 
dients of which this manufa&ure is compofed ; but 
time only could bring this refource to that ftate of 
abundance which was at prefent fo much needed- 
^ean while their chief fupplies were from abroad ; 
but they came in very flowly, and amidft a multi- 
tude of obftacles. The communication with thofb 
European countries from whence it was to be had, 
was intercepted, and the navigation of their own 
dipping was fo diligently traced, and fo clofely 
watched, that the importation of this indifpenfible 
neceffary, was attended with every kipd of. difficulty 
and difcouragement. 

As a proof to what esctremities they were reduced 
frohi the fcantinefs of gunpowder, fomc of their 
,own officers, it has been faid, acknowledged, that 
.while they lay before Bofton, they were at one time 
fo fliort, that had they been attacked, they muft 
immediately have fled, and difembodied themfelves. 
At Bunker's Hill and Lexingtou, many had ex- 
pended their whoile ApqIs. before the bufinefs was 
jDvpr. 

To remedy fo eflential a deficiency, no efforts were 
fpared, ^pd no expedients If ft ujitried. The fwifteft 

failing 
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Ailihg veffels were diff^atched to the coaft of OiiirieaJ 
in' Africa, where they pufchafed sill the powdfer 
that was to <be fold ^motig the European Ihipping 
that was trading along the ihores of that extenfive 
country : they bought it under pretence of rhaking 
ntp their own affortments of ?irticles fbr the trade of 
that country } and they went away unfufpeftedl 
Another fuppiy wasi, brought from the ifland of Ber- 
muda, where the crew of a veffel, fcnt for that pur; 
poie, landed in the night, and plundered themAga- 
«ine, that lay at fonte diftiilce from thi^ town, of 
allithe. powder it contained. 

: In default of aftion between the regulars and the 
Provincials at Bofton, a predatory war was now car- 
ried on along the coaft of New England, which re- 
fcmbled, in fome meafure, that which the people 
«f Virginia wcfre experiencing' upon their own ihores, 
ind arofe aifo froih fimllar motives, the fieceffity of 
.jxrocuting frefti provifions. As the inhabitants 
•were no lefs refradory and violent in their conduft, 
aind exercifed all the refiftance they were able, the 
xonfequence was, that they were treated occafioin 
ally with equal feverity. 

^ ■ Among other places that fufferediir the cburfe of 
thefe hoftilities, was the town of FalrnOiith^ fituate4 
in .Cafco Bay, in the Province of Main, which is 
the name given to the northern parts of Maffa^ 
chufet, from which it i^ divided by the Colony of 
New Hampfliire. It was a commercial thriving 
place, confifting of about five hundred houfes. Its 
harbour was particularly commodious for its proxi- 
mity to thofe parts of the country, whete fliip tim- 
.ber was plenty 5 and it was h^re the fliipping from 
^England took iil'ye^rly a'large ijiiantity of mafts,^ 
cfpecially for the navy. ; A veffel was lying here at 
this time for that very purpofe : a difference un- 
happily arofe about the loading of ' her; whieh^oc- 
C^fioned a-vioknt dift^rbande^ It|H'6eeed€d to-fuch 
lengtix, 
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If^fe, that in rcfentrtiefet for the peoples bcha^^ 
viour, a refolutioti was taken to deftroy the Xowii; 
which was effefted accordingly, aftet .notice had 
been given to jhe inhabitants to remove with what 
leife&s they cowld carry otF. * 

, The defl:ru(3:ion ^f Falmouth was grievoufly re-i^ 
iwted by the Proviocials. The Congrefs of Miaffa* 
ehufel;, which was then fitting at .Watertown, dc* 
tetoinpd immediately to take every poffible meafur« 
for the proteftion of thieir coaft, and with that in« 
terit patted an. adt for gtstiiting letters of marque ^nd 
jreprifai, and erefted Courts, of Admiralty for die - 
trial and adjudication of all Britilh prises broi^ht 
ip to their harbours. 

To qualify, in fome reipe£t, fo daring a meafure^ 
they declared at the .fame time, that their folein* 
t^tio]!! waa to guard their fea coafts frdm violence 
jupd depredation, and to fecure the navigatioa of 
their own veffels : t© this end thofe Ihips only wace 
liable to be captured^ that bro\^ht fupplies to the 
forces that were adling againft riicm. 
-While hoftilities wefe^ thus carriiexl on by In^d, 
and t}r6parati9iEus.were making to extend them to the 
iea, . numbeins of individuals in America were; zoa^ 
loiiily ftriving, fay means of their conned:k>ns dn 
England, to avert the confequehces thai: muil: ine<» 
vitably ei^ue from a continuation lof .dhe unnatural 
war entered into by Gr^eat Britaia and her.Coloniesi. 
They repreftnted the evident danger of adding fneih 
caufes of irrltadon to a people who were *^\Tt^^ 
fui&ciently exafperated. TKeir affe&ions, though of 
long ftanding in favour. of a., country from which 
thcjr or^inated, were cow aimoft broken, and hung 
on.feilender a . thread,, that little was wanting- 4;a. 
difconheft them froni England for erer.. No titno 
was to be. loft > in healing the wound, while it mi^ht 
jret be clofed ; but no reliance was to>b© placed uj^Pf 
4ifiant hopes.^ tjie quarrel .w^^ sot of a^ikatur^ ta 

. J ' ^ be 
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be made up Tvhentver Britain ihould thiiik properl 
The feafon for adion was beginning to draw tOK 
wards an end ; the Americans would employ that 
letfure in pondering upon the future, and refleding 
on the pad : the events of the prefent campaign had 
been rather favourable to them ; and the profpeAof 
the increafing enmity of Britain, from its vaft prepai- 
rations againft them, might, in all likelihood, drive 
them into meafures, which, if once adopted^ would 
fet reconciliation at a woeful diftance* 

They fiill, however, difclaimed all ideas of that 
tendency : they unanimoufly : protefled that they 
took up arms with no other intent, than to main- 
tain their rights, and to obtain a redrefs of griev- 
ances : they looked iio further at prefent : a fepa- 
fation from the parent ftate was an objcift foreigit 
to their wifhes ; but if the difputc . ftill lafted, who 
could tell how itwpuld terminate ? Jf bloodihed con- 
tinued much longer, habitual enmity would oblite* 
vab^ (all former f riendfliip, and become ati laft fami^ 
liar to their feeiings* 

e €dch was the. matter of the epiftolary reprefen- 
tatiansi that were continually arriving from Ame« 
rick; but whatever impreffion they might make 
upon thofeito. whom they were addrefied, they pro-* 
dj^cednoiefiedt with t^ofe perfons whofe influence 
ivauid have been ferviceable in promoting the ends 
for which they "wete written./ '> 
. In the niiidilof thofe violent fcenes that were aft^ 
iilg in Ame^icai remonftrances of this kind were not 
vmfrequdnt even to.the.gentlemen of the army itfelf* 
The perfon who chiefly excited the at;tention of the 
public on this account, \was Genei^al Lee, whofe 
fcttters to.Lord'Eercy and General ^rgoyne, were 
originals in.thei^r Jcuid, and fully exhibited the pe^ 
culiar difpofitiori of that celebrated officer, 
r While thcfc-QonciliMory attempts were made on 
^he one iiand| ;a jnireumftauce t|i^t im\;ph contribute* 
. cd 
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id on the other to embitter and alienate the mind» 
of both parties in America, was the acrimonious 
ftile of their public correfpondence. As the letters 
that pafTed between them were often occafioned by 
erroneous reports, and rtiiftated fads, they were of 
bourfe diftated fometimes by the keeneft anger and 
refentmient^ and produced the like emotions in thofe 
to whom they were direfted. 

The rancour that always accompanies a civil war^ 
rendered individuals on both fides extremely impati- 
ent at any deviation from the friendly treatment, 
to which, by habits of long intimacy, they were 
reciprocally accuftomed« Every proof of enmi- 
ty^ however ffight, ftill was heavily felt > as pro- 
ceeding from thofe. who were once friends and 
aflbciatesk t'rom motives of this kind, the par • 
ties who complained of being aggrieved^ were apt^' 
in the bittemefs of their impatience, and invete- 
racy, frequently to aggravate the daufes of theif 
complaints t this of CoUrfe inflamed the minds of 
thofe who wete interefted in protefting them from ill 
ufage, and engaged them to efpoufe their defence 
with all the warmth of indignation* 

A remarkable inftance of this nature happened at 
Bofton, while invefted by the Provincial army, and 
produced thofe memorable letters between the re- 
fpe&ive commanders, of which fo much notice wad 
taken at the time, and which created fuch a diver- 
fity of opinions concerning their merits and pro- 
priety. 

That with which General Wafhington elofed his 
correfpondence with General Gage, was conceived 
in terms of peculiar fpiritednefs sind energy, and 
drew a ftroftg pifture of his charadtei* ^nd princi- 
ples, as well as of thofe that animated his country- 
men at that timet 

'^ Whether,'' faid he, '' Britilh or American 
mercy, fortitude, and patience, are moft pre-emi* 

VoLrl. N9. 7. Ee ' nent 
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neat — whether our viftorious citizens^ whom the 
hand of tyranny has forced into arms to defend tbeif 
property and freedom^ or the mcreenary tnftru^ 
mcnits of lawlefs donatnation, avarice^ and revenge^ 
beft deferve the appellotioft of rebels^ md the^ pu- 
niihment of that co^> which your affei^ed clemency 
ha$ foi:hprn to inflidH-*whether the authority under 
which I a6t is ufurped, or founded upon the genu* 
ifl^. priacipleft of liberty, fuch confiderations are al- 
together foreign to the fubje<^ of our correfpond^ 
^itce» I purpof^rly avoid all political, ddfquilition ; 
nor ihall I ayail myfelf of thofe advantages which 
the fecred caufe of my country^ of liberty, and 
hyjnan n^tuf ei give mo pver yqu ; much lefs ihall 
I fto^p ta retort any isive&ive.'^ 

Aftei juftifying the Provincials from sh^ cruel 
%ttatl30^m of the priibners, imputed to them^^ 
f ^ you advife oie,'' laid he, ^ to give free opera- 
ticm to truth, to puniih mifreprefentation and falf* 
tiood. If experience {lamps value upon counfel, 
ypur's muft have a weight which few can claim i 
ypv beft.can. tell how faT the convulfions which have 
brought fuch rv^n on both countries,, and ihaken 
th? nj^ighty empire of Btttain to its foundation^ may 
lie traced to thefe malignant caufes*^ 

*^ You ailed. Sir, to defpife all rank not de* 
rived from the fame iource with your own*. I can* 
not conceive one more honourable than that which 
flows fron;i the uncorrupted choice of a brave and 
free people, the piireft fource and original foun- 
tain of all power. Far flom making it a plea foi 
cruelty, a mind of true magnanimity, and enlarged 
ideas, would comprehend and refpeft it.** 

Such were the principal parts of this celebrated 
letter, lyhich was by the Americans reprefented as 
the completeft model of the ftile becoming his 11a* 
tion, and the occaiion to which it was adapted, and 
V9^ at the f^me tim^ commeoded ii^ every part of 
, ,' , Ejurope- 
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Europe where it was read, atid 6vett ih Eftglatid It*. 
Telf, as the only anfwer he could make ih his ptefeftt 
circumftances. 

In this letter General Wafliingteih boaft^d, hot 
unjuftly, that far from being obliged to doiiipel^ df 
to rcqueft the affiftance of any of his cQUiitrymeti^ 
he -was rather embarraffed with the numbers wh© 
crouded to his camp, from th(5 foie iftipulft Of lotd 
to their country. 

Certain it is, that Without ftdVeiftiilg to thfe tea!i 
tude or erroneoufnefs of theil: notions^ thd Aifierli 
cans were at this period animated with this firlleft 
perfuafion that they wer(^ afting thfe paft df truft 
patriots, and combating for thofe objefts which arc 
neld facred and inviolable ih all countri^. 

It is no lefs true, that they were cbUntefiitrieed 
and upheld in this perfuafion by all thfe Eitropeaft 
world. Compofitions of every kind mtt publifhed 
in their favour ; their cauft was ttiaintairi^d by a 
number of works in profe, arid poettis v^ere written 
in praife of their valour and fucceffes. 'f he French^ 
as already obferved, were not only the fofeifiOft of 
any people in their fecret encouragement, artd opett 
applaufe and vindication of the Americans, bul loft 
no opportunity of exercifiug their natural vitaeity^ 
upon this fubjedl in a variety of ways. Th^y Cele^ 
brated every fortunate eVeht that bfefel the Proving 
cials, not only in odes and epic ftritins, but in i 
multiplicity of fongs, epigrams, and ftsih2ai, and 
other produ&ions of a fimilar nature. . 

With fo many irfducements before therrt, it is hf 
no means furprizing the, Americans Ihould feel and 
exprefs fuch uncommon warmth and vehetoienot 
upon every occafion, and become perfeft enthufi* 
afts in a caufe wherein they confidered theif duty 
tad their intercft as equally concerned, and to ne** 

fleft the defence of which, they viewed in the^dou* 
le light of treafon and impiety. When aiStuated 

£e & ^ 
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by fuch motives, men are never lukewarm and re* 
mifs; and thefe were unqueftionably the ruling 
principles in America at this time. ' 

The force and animation that accompanied their 
difcuflion of public matters, ihowed how deeply 
they were affeAed by them, and with what weight 
and ferioufnefs they dwelt upon their thoughts, and 
took up the whole of their ftiidy and attention. 

A ftrong fpecimen of the maxims and fentiments 
by which they were governed, was exhibited in a 
famous fpeech made by one of the Delegates to the 
Continental Congreis of the prefent year, on the 
neceffity of their taking up arms. 

** The great God," faid he, " who is the fearch- 
cr of all . things, will witnefs for me, that I have 
fpoken from the bottom and purity of my heart.— 
It is an arduous confideration we are now upon, and 
furely we have confidered it earneftly. I may think 
of every gentleman here, as I know of my felf. For 
feven- years paft, this queftion has filled the day 
with anxious . thought, and the night with care. 
—The God> to whom we appeal, muft judge 
us. If the grievances of which we complain did 
not com^ upon us unprovoked, and unexpeded^ 
when our hearts were filled with refpeftful afFedlion 
for our parent ftate, aad with loyalty to our King, 
let flavery, the worft of human ills, be our por- 
tion! Nothing lefs than feven years of infulted 
complaint?, and reiterated wrongs, could havelha- 
ken fuch rooted fentiments. Unhappily for us, 
fubmiffion and flavery are the fame ; and we have 
only the melancholy alternative left, of refiftance, 
or of ruin- 

. Thelaft petition of this Congrefs to the King, 

contained all that our unhappy muation could fug- 

geft. It reprefented our grievances, implored re- 

. df^fs, and profciTed oyr readinefs to contribute for 

the 
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Ac general wants, to the utinoft of our abilities^ 
when conftitutionally required." 

He then adverted to the fate ojF that petition, 
and the determination of Parliament to concur with 
the miniftry in pronouncing the Congrefs an illegal 
iaflembly, and their grievances meer pretence^. 

" I forbear," continued he, " to enter intaa de-^ 
tail of thofe afts, which from their atrocioufnefs, 
muft be felt and remembered for ever. They art: 
^calculated to carry fire and fword, famine and defo- 
lation through thefe flouifliing Colonies. The ex- 
tremes of rage and revenge againft the worft of ene* 
mies, could not diftate meafures more defperate an4 
4eftruftive. 

There are fome people who tremble at the ap- 
proach of war : they fear that it muft put an ine- 
vitable flop to the further progrefs of thefe Colo- 
nies, and ruin irretrievably thofe benc^ts which 
the induftry of almoft two centuries has called 
forth from this once favage land.. I may commend 
the anxiety of thofe men, without praifing their 
judgment. 

War, like other evils, is often wholefome* The 
waters that ftagnate, corrupt ; the ftorm that works 
the ocean into rage, renders it falutary ; Heavtsn 
has given us nothing unmixed : the rofe is not with- 
out the thorn. War calls forth the great virtues 
and efforts, which would fleepin the gentle bofom 
of peace. It exercifes thofe talents, which if un- 
employed, are no better than if they did not exift : 
it opens refources which would lie concealed under 
the inaftivity of tranquil times ; it roufes and en- 
lightens J it produces animation, energy, entcrpri- 
iingnefs, andfuccefs, 

Let us confuljt'hiftory.-^r^Did npt the Grecian re- 
publics profper amidft continual warfare ? Their 
profperity, their fplendour, and their powicr, arofe 
irom the animating fpirit of war, Di^ not Rome, 
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tjie piiftrefs of the wQrld, attaia her ^jreatnefs hfi 
the fame means ? Trace back the hxftory of oiif 
parent ftate : whi^ther you view her arraying Angles 
^galnft DaneS| Saxons againfi Normans^ the P^ronsi 
:|gaxhft defpotic Princes, or the civil wars of tt^^ 
red and white Rofes, or thofe between the na** 
tiopi a^d the Stuarts, you fee her in a (late of almoft 
continual warfare. But aniidft her civil conten-v 
tionS]^ ihe flourilhed and grew ilrone; trained in 
jhem, fhe fent hei hardy legious forth, and plants 
pd the ftandards of England on the battlements of 
Paris, 

" The bea,utiful fjibric of her conftitutional Iw 
berty was reared and cemented in blood. Fxoa\ 
this fulnefs of her ilrength thofe fcions iflued, which 
taking deep root in this fruitful foil, have re2^red 
their heads, and fpread abroad their branches like 
the cf d^rs qf I^ebanon. 

^* Why fear we thea to purfue through apparent 
c\])f real good-^ The war upon which we are to en* 
ter is i:^e€eflr^ry, and therefore juft. Men whoft 
only hope is in their arms, have a right to take then; 
up. We fight to prevent aur country, bf ought to 
fuch beauty through the infinite toil and hazard of 
our forefathers and ourfelves, froxn beconiing th^ 
prey of that more defolating, cruel fpoijler, thaa 
war, peftilence, and faipiije,— abfolute rule, an4 
lawlefs extortion ! 

" Our fufFerings have been great ; oureuduranc? , 
long: — Every effort of patience, complaint, an4 
fupplication, has been exhaufted. I^et u§ tnere«^ 
fore, cortfult only bow we Ihall defend our lib?rtie$ 
with dignity and fuccefs. Our pareat ftate wiU 
then think us worthy of her, whei\ ihe fees, that 
together with her liberty, we inherit her rigid r^fo- 
lutioh of maintaining it againft all invaders. She 
jcaUs ys her children i let us by the fpiritedp.efs of 

pur 



L A "T e w A Kf 459 

our behaviour^ give her reafoii to pride bef fdlf in 
the relationfliip*** 

Such was the ftiie and method of arguing in uic 
amc^g the Ameri<:ans ^t this time. It conimuntca- 
ted itfelf from' the higheft to the ioweft clafTes 
among them. It was the language of C0n^efs9 and 
of every Provincial Meeting throughout the fcontb* 
nent : it was that of all private companies. Men 
feemed regardlefs of ail other obje&s but thofe which 
related to their prefent fituatiom The hiftories of 
all fortuaate oppofitions to tyrannical power were 
now ready and ftudied with uncommon afliduity.-^^ 
The revolutions that had eftaWilhed popular liberty 
on the ruins of oppreffion, were pointed out to 
public obfervat^n ; and the reiiftanee that brought 
them abouty was held out for their imitation. Att 
the parallel circumflances that reprefentcd a fimili^ 
tude between themfelves and thofe nations that had 
^^^ggl^ for their freedom, were laid before them, 
particularly thofe which the hiftory of £ngland af- 
forded. 

It was chiefly upon the precedeifts they found ia 
this, they built the propriety and lawfulneis of their 
refiftaiiice. It was, faid they, full of encouragements 
and authorities in their favour. The reigns of th^ 
Plantagenets, and of the Tudors, afforded a ftiHb- 
Cient number. But without looking back fo far, 
the example of thofe refolute Eaglilhmen who with* 
fiood the defigns of Charles the Firiit, was, in their 
opinion, the mofl appofite cafe to their own. 
. It was at this time, faid they, the dodrine <^ 
oppofition to unlawful power was beft underftood, 
and mod: properly exerted. Since that sera, it had 
been fully and explicitly efliabliihed, not only ia 
meer theory, but in conftant pradice. The Eng- 
liih hiftory from that period is a perpetual confirm* 
ation of the perfuafion of the people of England, 
that government was infiituted Iblely for the bene- 

Ee 4 fit 
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'fit of the governed^ and that all ideas of a different 
tendency, are inconfiftent with the common-fenfe 
and feelings of mankind. 

To this perfuafion the Revolution was owing, 
and the fetclement of the Crown in the Hanover 
line. Both thefe events were authorifed by the de- 
termination of the people, to fuffer no inconveni- 
ences from a compliance with the abfurd tenet, 
that an hereditary right fubfifted in the indivi- 
duals of particular families, to govern that com- 
munity, of which, from a concurrence of caufes^ 
"they happened to become the principal members. 

But England was not the only country that afford- 
ed inftahces of the refolution taken by the commu- 
nity, to endure no oppreffion. Two illuftrious 
ftates in Europe o wed' their exiftence and profperity 
to the conduct now adopted by America. The in- 
habitants of Switzerland, and thofe of the Severn 
United Provinces of the Netherlands, had preceded 
them in the fame noble career. They too had been 
oppreffed, and had by courage and perfev-erance, 
tiot only refitted opprefljon, but caft off the yoke of 
the oppreffor. 

The cafe of the laft of thefe two nations bore t 
remarkable fimilitude to their own. They had long 
endeavoured by peaceable means to obtain a redreft 
of their many grievances* They had petitioned, 
they had remoftrated ; they had pleaded their caufe 
with coolnefs and moderation ; they had ufed every 
argument, and every entreaty to prevail on their 
oppreffors to defift from ill ufage : they even fub- 
mitted to feverities, rather than be thought fedi- 
tious, and patiently bowed their necks beneath a 
weight of calamities, that had almdft crulhed them, 
before they could bring themfelves to make a ftand 
9gainfl: their tyrants. 

It was not until they were duly convinced, that 
|patieft)ce only ferved to harden the hearts of theii: 

a unfeeling 
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unfeeling rulers, and to encourage them to proceed 
in their defpotic meafures, that they took at laft 
the refolution to remain no longer in a ftate of paf- 
fivenefs and forbearance, which had occafioned an 
accumulation of diftrefs upon them, and expofed 
them no lefs to contempt than to harfli treatment. 

Taught by repeated experience, that acquief- 
cence under injuries is always followed by their re- 
petition, they began by laying afide their obedience 
to illegal decrees, and by drawing the fword in de* 
fence of their juft rights; ftill however profeffing 
allegiance to their fovereign, and willingnefs to lay 
down their arms, on condition of being reinftated 
in the privileges of which they had been deprived. 

But thejfe offers were rejected with a haughtinefs, 
that compelled them, much againft their will to 
continue the refiftance they had begun. No miti- 
gation of the tyranny they had endured was exped- 
cd, and the moft dreadful menaces were thrown out 
againft them : cruelty and inhumanity in the ex- 
treme, accompanied the hoftilities that were exer- 
cifed againft them, and no hopes remained of any 
fincere reconciliation. In fuch circumftances, it 
would have been the height of imprudence to truft 
men who had been guilty of fuch enormities, and 
had thereby forfeited all regard and confidence, and 
could be viewed in no other light than that of a 
bloody and barbarous enemy. 

Impelled bythefe motives, they determined at 
length to have recourfeto the laft remedy of an ag- 
grieved and oppreffed people, to caft off the yoke 
that galled them, to take the management of their 
affairs into their own hands, and to declare them* 
Xelvcs independent and free. 

They fulfilled their determination accordingly, 
and had no caufe to repent it. They maintained 
their independence with a fpirit and fortitude that 
fav^d a|] Qbft^cles ; they ftruggled againft a power 

incouv- 
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incomparably fuperior to their own, with a perie* 
verance that rendered them proof againft all hard« 
ihips; and after a conteft that aftoniibed the world 
by Its duration, they came out of it at laft compLetely 
vid:orious, and eftabliihed a commonwealth, which^ 
for the extent of territory it poiTefles, is the moft 
populous, the moft opulent, and the moft powerful 
ilate, that ever was recorded in hiftory* 

Such were the reprefentations and arguments laid 
before the people of America, to encourage them 
to a^ with firmnefs and refolution in the meafure> 
they had adopted* Though, they were not invited 
sn a diredt manner to go the fame lengths the Dutch 
bad done, yet they were fo fully reminded of them^ 
that it was eafy to perceive at what the citation of 
them aimed at; and that by feafoning their mindf 
with refledtions of this nature, they would be duly 
prepared for the execution of that great defign^ 
which was now agitating in the councils of theii 
leaders. 

In order further to animate them, the a&ual fitu«* 
ation of England, and the chara&er of the EngUfii 
at the prefent day,, was drawn with that height of 
colouring which was moft favourable tq the views 
of America, England was defcribed as deriving all 
its greatnei^ and importance from its dominions in 
that continent. Its principal trade and opulence 
arofe from that quarter, it had, during the laft 
triumphant war, enabled Britain to overconae her 
ancient and moft formidable enemies. It had fup* 
plied her military and marine with fome of her 
braveft foldiers and ftouteft failprs. America, had, 
at that time, covered the Weft Indian ocean with 
her trading veffels and her privateers,, and was be? 
come herfelf an objeft of terror to all th£ enemies of 
Great Britain. 

The bafe imputation of timidity and back** 
wardnefs in miliury afiatrs, had been thrown out 

merely 
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merely to encourage the Englifli commonalty to en* 
lift in thofe regiments that were intended to be em* 
ployed againft them. Thofe who knew the Ameru 
cans, were amply convinced that in thofe qualifi- 
cations that conftitute a good foldier, they were by 
no. meaiis deficient-^ and were equal, if not fuperior, 
to the Englifli themfelves. — Of what was the bulk 
of the Englifli army made up, but of tHevery re- 
fufc of the nation ? The laborious working indivi- 
duals knew their interefl: too well, to give upi thw 
liberty and a comfortable livelihood^ for fo flavifli 
a profeffion. 

' When trained and difciplined in the tactics now 
iBoft prevalent, ftill their fuperiority was a matter 
of great doubt. In the field of competition with ' 
America, Britain had objefts of the moft ferious 
confideration to view. It was not barely the regu- 
larity with which a man went through the para4e of 
cxercife, that was now to be attended to. That fci* 
ence, fuch as it was, might be foon attained. But 
had thofe individuals into whofe hands England 
now trufted her arms, been brought up in thofe ha- 
bits of hardinefs that fit a man for war ? Could they 
handle the pickaxe, the hatchet, and the fpade, 
with the fame readinefs as the Americans ? Thefe 
were implements with which every Am"ric^ fol* 
dier was acquainted ; but to which few of the Bri- 
tifli foldiers were ufed ; or if they once had been, 
had now forgotten it in the flothful life they led 
in England.. In this refpeft the Americans might 
be compared with the Hebrews of old, who, 
while employed in rebuilding the walls of Jerufa- 
lem, after their return from the captivity of 
Babylon, were compelled to hold the trowel in 
the one hand, and the fword in the other. In the 
fame manner the Americans were no lefs clofely 
preft ; they were called from the plough and th^ 
liarrow^ and obliged to run to their muikets for 

I the 
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the defence of their houfes, and pofleffions', and 
the prefervation of their perfons from the hands of 
the enemy. 

There was, however, one circumftance which 
every American ought conftantly and thankfully to 
bear in his mind. Without wearing a foldier'sgarb, 
they perfedlly underftood the uft of a firelock. 
They had been taught it from their childhood ; it 
Vras the paftime and amufement of all, as well a» 
the occupation of many ; and, from the rural life 
to which they were in general habituated, they were 
the mofl: expert handlers of that principal inftrument 
In war, of any people perhaps upon earth. 

But could as much be faid of the Englilh ? — ^Al- 
lowing their native courage to equal that of any na* 
tion, was it not materially reftrained by the difufe, 
or to fpeak with more truth, by the prohibition of 
fire arms amongft the lower clafles, who ought, as 
the moft numerous part of the community, to be 
beft praftifed in them. Here, again j the fuperior 
freedom of an American appeared in a ftriking light. 
While he ranged at large over his lands, without 
apprehending that a rude ganrie-keeper fhould wrefl 
the gun out of his hands, an Englifh countryman 
durft not be feen with fuch an inftrument even upon 
his own ground. Who would not imagine, that 
with all the^boafted liberty 'of England, the gentry 
were particularly ftudious to deprefs the fpirit of 
the vulgar ? No law that ever was enafted by Par- 
liament, and fubmitted to by a free people, was 
ever more effeftually calculated to deftroy the war- 
like difpofition of a nation, than that which in 
England is called the game aft. It Ihowed two 
things, that the upper clafles are fliamefully in- 
clined to tyrannize, and that the lower are much 
more eafily made to obey, than the world has been 

taught tp beijeve^ 
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Itlhowed, too, the difference between the Eng- 
lilh commonalty at this day, and that of times palh 
Their expertnefs in the military weapons then ufed 
was fuch, that no people in Europe could equal 
them. Their archers, efpecially, were the ftrength 
of their armies, and the terror of their enemies; 
Their fame was fo great, that in the treaties of al- 
liance with other Princes, they always carefully fti- 
pulated for as large a number of Englifli archers as 
they could poflibly obtain* 

The yeomanry of England had been. Indeed, but 
was no more, its glory. They were now confound- 
ed in that croud of infignificant clamourers for li- 
berty and reformation of abufes, which filled the 
land from one end to the other. It was afferting no 
untruth to fay, that were the liberties of England 
to be invaded as thofe of America had been, it was 
much to be doubted, whether the Engliih yeo- 
manry would defend them with the fame vigour 
as the yeomanry of America. It was undeniably 
much lefs qualified for fuch. a trial, by its general 
onfkilfulnefs in arms, and ftiil more by that want 
of public fpirit which was now becoming fo com- 
mon a complaint amongft all claffes in England. 

Nor were the Englifli commonalty fuperior in bo- 
dily ftrength and appearance, or in aptpefs to learn 
the trade of war, to the ijatives of America. The 
adtivity and dexterity of thefe in all matters relating 
to warfare could not be exceeded, and excited the 
aftonifliment and admiration of all impartial men. 
No people that had ever been called forth to the 
field fo fuddenly, had, in fo fliort a fpace of time, 
made a greater, if fo great a proficiency. 

The uncommon excellence of the Britifli troops 
in point of regularity and difciplince, had been 
much infifted on. But proofs in abundance, both 
from ancient and modern times, could be adduced, 
4iilt regular and difcipliued troops^ as they were 
. i. vaunting!/ 
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vauntingly called, ^'^ere not fo invincible as preju- 
dice and imbecility of apprehenfion were fo ready to 
tcprefent them. The Roman legions that fought 
and vanquifhed Pyrrhus^ were a bold and intrepid 
militia: yet he and Alexander were deemed by 
Hannibal, a competent Judge, the greateft of all 
commanders; and his army was compofed of 
Greeks, at that time the moft converfant of men 
in taiftics^ and all military knowledge. 

. Who were they that faved Carthage when me^ 
liacedwith deftrudlion by an army of veterans con- 
fifting of feventy thoufand men, matters of all the 
tertitory round that city, and who had reduced it 
to the moft deplorable extremities ? This veteran 
army was defeated and cut to pieces by its own em* 
bodied citizens, worn down with inceffant toils, 
and brought almoft to the brink of defpair ; but in* 
fpired with that determination to ftand their ground 
to the laft, which true patriotifm is more able to 
tender efficacious than any other motive. 

Among the Athenians, fo famous for their va- 
lour and their martial ikill, none but citizens were 
thought proper to be admitted into their rtiilitary 
bodies ; and yet what men could behave more 
bravely and expertly ? They were an over-match 
for all the other Grecian republics, and difputed the 
prize of warlike fuperiority with the Lacedemonians 
themfelves, who were, in fadt, a nation of meer 
foldiers and difciplinarians ; whilft they, on the 
contrary, were a mixture of all profeffions-*— mer- 
chant's, tradefmen, mechanics, and artificers of all 
denominations,. 

In modern times precedents were no lefs nume« 
rou?* One of the greateft victories recor4ed in 
hiftory, waS obtained by the invincible bravery of 
undifciplined countrymen and citizens, fight i]% for 
their liberty againft a powerful invader, at the head 

of the mo^ regular army at that time in £uro|>4i 
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Thefe vidtorious citizens were the Swifs ; their in- 
vader was Charles the Bold, fovereign of the Lo^y 
Countries^ the moll opulent prince^ and the moil 
formidable warrior in his day. 

The Dutch afforded them examples of the fame 
nature. The armies employed againft them, were 
commanded by the greateft Generals of the age, and 
fferc compofed of men who had for years been ufed 
ta arms and conqueft : but their career was arretted, 
to the furprize of all the world, by a people who 
bad hitherto led a peaceable commercial life, and 
who never would have thought of war, had they 
not been compelled into it for their own prefer* 
Vation. 

In the laft century, Portugal had Ihown that 
meer difcipline was not fufficient to overcome cour^ 
age and perfeverance. The troops fent to reduce 
that kingdom after it had ihaken off the Spanifh 
yoke, were inferior to none in Europe ; yet they 
could not fubdue it, though chiefly defended by 
n^w'raifed militia. 

In the prefent century-, three ftriking inftance* 
could be cited of the prodigious fuperiority which 
patriotic valour is able to confer aver all mili- 
tary advantages. The firft was the fiege of Barce- 
lona, fuilained with the moft heroic fpirit and con** 
ilancy by its inhabitants only, againft a large 
and regular army, under a celebrated General, 

The feccmd was, the revolution of Genoa, during 
the war before the laft, when the people of that city, 
unaflifted by any troops, and led on barely by their 
.natural courage and ifagacity, expelled the vidtori- 
ous army of the Auftrians, frelh from the defeat of 
a powerful enemy, jmd elated with conqueft, and 
the expedation of enjoying the plunder of this weal- 
thy city. 

The third was the brave defence of Corfica by 
its inhabitants, againft the repeated attempts of 

more 
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hiore than one power to bring it under iubjed:iOt!# 
Thefe intrepid iflanders had only their own uncon-^ 
querable refolution to dppofe to the numerous bo-* 
dies of regular foldiers by whdm they were conti* 
Dually affailed: they as conftantly repulfed them; 
and the misfortunes of that valiant people were due 
much more to unlooked for accidents, and to trea- 
chery, than to the bravery and ikill of their enemies. 

The chiefs and officers of the enemy were coura- 
geous and expert ; but thofe of the Americans were 
not deficient either in fpirit or knowledge : they 
had iiitherto maintained their ground with honour ; 
and the chances of war were fo manifold, that pa- 
tience and fortitude often proved infurmountable, 
even by the greateft generals. Thefe two qualifi- 
cations were in fome meafure charafteriftical among 
the people of America, and would alone enable them 
to withfland the vigour and activity peculiar to the 
Britiih nation. Though they might npt be able td 
conquer them in the field, they ihould weary them 
out by perfeverance, and by improving thofe op- 
portunities which it was reafonable to fuppofe that 
fortune would fometimes throw in their way. 

Such were the reafonings and arguments employed 
to nourifli and ftrengthen the fpirit of oppofition 
and refiftancc in America. Without inquiring how 
far they were appofite and well-founded, they pro- 
duced the efFefts propofed, and prepared the minds 
2nd expeftations of men for the events that were ta 
follow. 
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